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What is the Bible?

DEFINITION

s e

"The Bible is a collection of sacred writings that
have been recognized by the Christian church as
inspired, and thus authoritative for determining our B
beliefs and practices... bl { &= B
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What is the Bible?

DEFINITION CONTINUED

...The Bible is comprised of 66 books, divided into two
testaments, and written by over 40 authors spanning
almost 1,500 years. It reveals to God's people the unifying
history of God's redeeming words and acts.

The ultimate focus of Scripture is the incarnation and
redemptive work of Jesus Christ. He is the center to which
everything in Scripture is united and bound together—
beginning and end, creation and redemption, humanity, the
world, the fall, history, and the future.”
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Old Testament - approx. 1,046 Years

Other - 24% New Testament - approx. 50 Years

David - 3%

Solomon - 3%

Matthew - 3%

John - 5%

Isaiah - 5

Samuel - 5%

Paul - 6%

Luke - 6

Ezra - 9%
Jeremiah - 12%

Moses - 19%

LORD - 7,324x

God - 3,882x

Said - 3,195x

People - 2,645x
One - 2,478x

Son - 2,019x

King - 1,062x

Israel - 1,794x

Land - 1,457x

Day - 1,397x
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Letter - 7%
(;()N[)L'/ - 10 %
Apocalyptic - 3%
Prophecy - 19%
Psalms - 6%
Wisdom - §
Law - 8%

Narrative - 42%
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Hebrew - 75%
Aramaic - 1%

Israelite/Jewish - 80% Greek - 24% VQSUALTHEO._OGY



What is the Bible?

"The Bible is God’'s Word telling
God’s story through God's people.’
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Revelation Inspiration Canonization
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REVELATION

General Revelation
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Special Revelation
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INSPIRATION

DEFINITION

"The process by which God, through the Holy Spirit, carried along the
human authors of the Bible by actively superintending and guiding
their writings so as to produce a finished product which fully
maintains both Divine and human authorship.”
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INSPIRATION

2 TIMOTHY 3:16

2 PETER 3:16
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Genesis Exodus Leviticus Numbers Deuteronomy
Joshua Judges Ruth 1 Samuel 2 Samuel

I King\' 2 Kings 1 Chronicles 2 Chronicles zra
Nehemiah Esther Psalms Proverbs
Lamentations Jeremiah Isaiah Song of Solomon  Ecclesiastes

Ezekiel Daniel Hosea Joel Amos

Habakkuk Nahum Micah Jonah Obediah

Zephaniah Haggai Zechariah Malachi

Old Testament - 39 Books
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Genesis Exodus Lew ticus Numbers Deuteronomy

Joshua Judges Ruth 1 Samuel 2 Samuel
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NEW TESTAMENT
CANON

Pseudepigrapha
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NEW TESTAMENT
CANON

1. Authorship

2. Orthodoxy
3. Antiquity
4. Church Usage




JOHN

ACTS

ROMANS

1 CORINTHIANS

2 CORINTHIANS
GALATIANS
EPHESIANS
PHILIPPIANS
COLOSSIANS

1 THESSALONIANS
2 THESSALONIANS

1 TIMOTHY
2TIMOTHY

1 PETER
2 PETER
1JOHN
2 JOHN
3JOHN

JUDE

SHEPHERD OF HRRMAS
ACTS OF PALL
REVELATION OF PETER
‘WISDOM OF SIRACH
WISDOM OF SOLOMON
PAULTO THEALEXANDRIANS
PAUL TO THE LAODICEANS

CANONICAL

DISPUTED
o —

SPURIOUS  REJECTED

TODAY’S NEW TESTAMENT CANON HAS BEEN UNIVERSALLY RECOGNIZED FOR THE VAST MAJORITY OF CHURCH HISTORY




CANONIZATION
IS THE CANON CLOSED?
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CANONIZATION
IS THE CANON CLOSED?

0 1+ -2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

1. No revelation contrary to the Gospel - Galatians
1:8

2. Jesus is the final revelation - Hebrews 1:1-2

3. We are warned about adding or taking away
revelation - Revelation 22:18-19
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EXTERNAL WITNESS

What do the historical facts say?

INTERNAL WITNESS

What claims does the Bible make for itself?



INTERNAL WITNESS

What claims does the Bible make for itself?

Psalm 19:7
Psalm 12:6

Psalm 18:50
John 17:17
Isaiah 40:8
Numbers 23:19




EXTERNAL WITNESS

What do the historical facts say?



—— NUMBER OF KNOWN COPIES ——

33

109

25]

MANUSCRIPT DATA

TACITUS « ANNALS

WRITTEN ~ 100 AD EARLIEST MANUSCRIPT - 850 AD
2RILARIRIIARRRARIAFIRRRAAAR

HERODOTUS + HISTORY
WRITTEN — 480 BC [PT - 900 AD

MANUS
FRRRAARRAAARAIRAAAVAIARAAAAARRAAACAARAAAAARAAAAAAFRAANARRAAAACRAIANEAAFAAAAAIANRAVICRAAIRIIRNI
RIAVQRRRRIAARIRRIGAL

PLATO « TETRALOGIES

WRITTEN 400 bC LARLIEST RIPT ~ 895 AD
REAAARARAARAARAAAANRRAAFAARARAAANRAARAAACARAAAACARAAVAARAVAACCRAAARAAARACAACRNAANARRAIIARIRAI
BRRCRRRRRARCRERRAARCRRARRRINRERRAIRCOREARARRRRAARRRRARRIRRRREAICRCRRIRCRRRRINARERRARACRAIIRRIRER
ELLEEERRE PR PR R R )

CAESAR * GALLIC WARS

WRITTEN ~100 bC EARLIEST MANUSCRIPT - 800 AD

AR AR R IR RR IR RARANRIRA AR ARRARIARARAAIRRAIIARARRANAIRIRRAAIIRRIAIARAIRAT
RIIARERRANEARRAILAIAIACACCAAARLERAARGCRIAAAAIAAALAZAAIALLLAACAIRIAIARITFAAARRAAAGRRIRART
CSRICRRERRIRCRRRAARCEORRIZIRERRICCORRITCCRRINCORRIAIARRLIRLIGILLIIGRRIRIINN



MANUSCRIPT DATA

e A I ek de e o b I

as
a

e 4+ + ottt td et

B e i St e o T SR g i S T S S e T SIS S

IR o S

e e I e T 2 I e bt d s I IR I o o SR S

mes me
;s L]
M oex oo
an ana
m aa aa
Qa3 oA
U o an
" mer Ll
an ;s
. ) G aa
. G0 an
aa as
an o
bl am
aa aa
e L)
o L)
Fa as
as a3
aa aaa
an (]
L] ;o
e |
an ada

RRAR

RBRAR
EARLIEST MANUSCRIPT = 800 AD

RRA2

RRaa

CEE

EARLIEST MANUSCRIPT ~ 850 AD

= RAFAIARAAAAARNAIANARRAANEAREAAAIIARAVAARRAANANRAAANCAAAANAIAIRAAINRAAIGRIRRI
U}
S

aa aaa
aa aas
as asa
an ana
as saa
ok aaa
o aan
ans adaa
o33
a5 saa
o aaa
o ma
an man
oo s
aa asa
aa aaa
an ang
an ama
an ans
an ek
aa aaa
aa aas
aa aae
an ans
s aan
an man
an oo
as aag
an A%
aa sas
L daie] mas
L] LR r
s o
ko s E
ans aaa -
459 aaa
anm mas
ann moas
LEE mas
ans mao
ans aan
a3 aas
aas aas
anm W | naa
®w Ll L
m aas

TACITUS « ANNALS
HERODOTUS + HISTORY
WRITTEN ~ 480 BC
2333223553500803a32

WRITTEN 400 bC
Ll
RIGR
SRea
CAESAR
WRITTEN - )
RIAVAREAR
QAR
RIVBRLRER

33 wamen - 10040

L $31dOD NMONM 40 33gWNN —

PLATO + TETRALOGIES
22

RRERARREEN

SoEERERE '
-
YT
agea
aaee

WRITTEN + 50-100 AD @@ EARLIEST MANUSCRIPT ~ 130 AD

109
10
251
NEW TESTAMENT




MANUSCRIPT DATA

NEW TESTAMENT CONTINUED

WRITTEN * 50-100 AD @w=s@ EARLIEST MANUSCRIPT - 130 AD




MANUSCRIPT DATA

NEW TESTAMENT CONTINUED
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What do the historical facts say?
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EXTERNAL WITNESS

What do the historical facts say?

TWO SIDES OF A COIN

MANY MANUSCRIPTS

MANY VARIATIONS

1.Change in Spelling 5. Addition
2.Change in word order 6. Omission

3.Substituting another word /. Theological Change

4.Harmonization 8. Marginal Notes
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TWO SIDES OF A COIN
MANY MANUSCRIPTS
MANY VARIATIONS

MANY MANUSCRIPTS

GREATER ACCURACY
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What do the historical facts say?

TEXTUAL CRITICISM

DEFINITION

"Textual Criticism is the analysis of various copies,
fragments, versions, and translations of a text with the
goal of recovering the wording of the original

manuscripts in its final form.”






| WEEK 1

THEOLOGY 101

INTRODUCTION TO SYSTEMATICS

+

THE WORD OF GOD




