
Week 4: Class C - Dualistic Nature of Parables

Some examples we have in the parable of this category would be:
● Two foundations Matt 7:24-27; Luke 6:47-49
● Sower Matt 13:3-8; Mark 4:3-8; Luke 8:5-8
● Fishnet Matt 13:47-48
● Two sons Matt 21:28-30
● Good Samaritan Luke 10:30-35
● Pharisee and the publican Luke 18:10-14
● Minas Luke 19:12-27

The BIG take away today is to see the aspect of God’s Kingdom that sets the
_____________ ____ ______________. Remember, all parables are speaking in some
way about the Kingdom of God.

The obvious requirement is that we put our faith and trust in the Lord Jesus Christ. John
3:16 summarizes this perfectly. Those who believe will be given ____________
_____________.

The Farmer Who Scattered Seed

Matthew 13:1-8, Mark 4:1-9, Luke 8:4-8, 11-15

Category: Scattered Seed- True; Class C

Setting: The Pharisees in chapter 12 had been testing Jesus, trying to trap him.

A. A demon possessed man was freed from his captivity.
a. When the people marveled at Jesus’ ability to heal and cast out demons

the Pharisees responded that he could only do it because his power
comes from Beelzebul (lord of the house; another name for Satan), the
prince of demons.

b. Jesus proclaims that his ability to cast out demons is from the Holy Spirit
and it is proof that the kingdom of God has come.

B. Verse 13 “That same day Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea”.
a. Hearing how he responded to the Pharisees, they were intrigued and

wanted to know more. Matt.13:3 says “ and he told them many things in
parables”



The Parables:

Matthew 13:3-9 “And he told them many things in parables, saying: “A sower went out
to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds fell along the path, and the birds came and
devoured them. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where they did not have much soil,
and immediately they sprang up, since they had no depth of soil, but when the sun rose
they were scorched. And since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil
and produced grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. He who has ears, let
him hear.”

C. Immediately after Jesus finishes speaking this parable the disciples come to him
and ask him “why do you speak to them in parables?” (vs.10) Jesus’ reply in
verses 11-13

a. to ______ it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of heaven
b. to ______ it has not been given
c. the one ______ _______ more will be given

i. “the one who has” = those it has been given to understand what
Jesus is saying, “more will be given” = greater responsibility in the
kingdom.

d. the one _______ _______ ______, even what he has will be taken away.

Not only does it keep them from understanding the parables Jesus
tells, but it sentences them in their arrogance and pride to a life of
misunderstanding and excommunication with God.

e. Even though these words of Jesus are aimed at the religious leaders of
Israel, there are a couple of exceptions.

i. ________________ (John 3) is pulling at the string of truth and is
searching intently into the words that Jesus is speaking.

1. Jesus even says to him (v.10) “are you the teacher of Israel
and yet you do not understand these things.”

2. Later Nicodemus (19:39) is seen bringing mixture of myrrh
and aloes to the body of Jesus (about seventy-five pounds in
weight)

ii. _____________ ___ _____________
1. Described in John 19 and Mark 15:43 as a follower of Jesus

and a ‘respected member of the council’ who was “waiting
expectantly for the kingdom of God”

f. Seeing they do not see
g. Hearing they do not hear, nor do they understand



D. Jesus refers back to the prophet Isaiah and tells those listening that the people’s
hearts have grown dull and they can barely hear the truth.

a. This ‘but’ seems to indicate that the people Isaiah wrote about and whom
Jesus was speaking about never repented. Therefore the stories
(parables) Jesus tells are cloaked in judgement because the people have
rejected him. Not just during his lifetime, but for hundreds of years.

Matthew 13:18-23 “Hear then the parable of the sower: When anyone hears the word
of the kingdom and does not understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what
has been sown in his heart. This is what was sown along the path. As for what was
sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word and immediately receives it
with joy, yet he has no root in himself, but endures for a while, and when tribulation or
persecution arises on account of the word, immediately he falls away. As for what was
sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of the world and
the deceitfulness of riches choke the word, and it proves unfruitful. As for what was
sown on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it. He indeed
bears fruit and yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.”

E. There are many ways of responding to God's word. Some may _________ it but
reject it. Some may __________ it but not act on it. The lesson of this parable is
that we must hear, accept and act on God's word.

a. Like the farmer scatters seed throughout the ________, God gives His
word to the ___________ world.

b. Like the seed that cannot take root on the trampled and hardened path,
God's word is rejected by people having hearts hardened by
___________and __________.

c. Just as the seed that falls on shallow soil wilts in the sun, some people
have shallow faith. They are enthusiastic about God's word until it
becomes __________________ or makes demands on them. Then they
fall away.

d. Just as the seed that falls among thorns is crowded out, God's word can
be crowded out by __________ and pursuit of __________.

e. Like the seed that falls on good soil yields a bountiful crop, God's word is
fruitful in people who __________, _____________ & _____________.
The kingdom of God yields great results in and through these people.

Related verses: Matthew 5:16, 6:25, 10:22, 2 Corinthians 4:8-10, James 2:14-17, John
3:36, 1 Peter 4:17, 2 Thessalonians 3:13, 1 Timothy 6:10, James 1:22-25, 1 John 2:9



The Parable of The Fishnet

Matthew 13:47-50

Category: Hidden Treasure/Pearl- True; Class A, Fishnet- True; Class C

Setting: Matthew points out that Jesus only spoke to the crowds in parables (Matt.
13:34). This was to fulfill what the psalmist prophet wrote in Psalm 78:2 “I will open my
mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old.”

The Net

Matthew 13:47-50 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a net that was thrown into the
sea and gathered fish of every kind. When it was full, men drew it ashore and sat down
and sorted the good into containers but threw away the bad. So it will be at the end of
the age. The angels will come out and separate the evil from the righteous and throw
them into the fiery furnace. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

A. The parable of the net actually seems to fit the earlier parable he told about the
weeds and the wheat, or the scattering of seeds almost as if they should have
been paired together; they speak of the coming judgement day.

a. In the weeds and wheat parable, Jesus stresses patience as both grow
together.

b. In the scattering of seeds, Jesus teaches that in essence all seed is good,
but it’s the soil of the heart that sets the condition for growth.

c. In the fishing net parable, Jesus makes the matter much more urgent.
When the fish are caught, they immediately start separating the good from
the bad.

B. Jesus is careful to use patient words with the crowds that wouldn’t frighten them
immediately. But, with his closest disciple he takes a more direct approach- after
the crowds left, the disciples ask Jesus (v.36) to explain the parable of the weeds
and wheat.

C. What was imagery and fantasy in their heads about finding great physical wealth,
they knew in real life by their own experience, what it was like to haul in a catch
of fish and segregate the edible good fish from the toxic and non-edible fish (Lev.
11:10).

a. “The net brings in all the fish that are caught, and the fishermen simply
cannot be selective while drawing in the net.” Simon Kistamaker

i. This is the point Jesus is getting at with these series of parables. It
was not their job, as disciples, to make the seeds land on



_________ ________, or to separate the weeds from the wheat
before the ______________, nor was it possible for them to sort
fish before they had them ______________.

b. The appeal of the gospel is directed to all people without discrimination so
they will be without excuse on the day of judgement.

c. Jesus uses the same language in both parables to describe what his
words mean.

i. In the weeds and the wheat the ________________are the angels,
the weeds are bad ____________ ___________________, the
wheat are ____________ ________________ people.

ii. In the fishnet parable the ______________ are the angels, the
__________ _________ are the righteous, the bad fish are the
unrepentant- and the ___________ _____________ is depicted in
both as the means of eliminating the bad from the good.

d. Matthew 8:12 “while the sons of the kingdom will be thrown into the outer
darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”

D. Titus 2:11-12 “For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation for all
people, training us to renounce ungodliness and worldly passions, and to live
self-controlled, upright, and godly lives in the present age”

[Breakout]

Jesus was telling truths plainly hidden in these parables; what is the main point he is
trying to get across to his disciples in the parables of the Seed, Sower & The Fishnet?



The Parable of the Good Samaritan

Luke 10:30-35

Category: Illustration; Class C

Setting: "Love your neighbor as yourself" was part of the Old Testament law (Leviticus
19:18). But the Jewish teachers had often interpreted "neighbor" to include only people
of their own nationality and religion.

A. Samaria was a region of central Palestine that was once the capital of Israel. The
Assyrians captured Samaria in 721 B.C. They deported many of the inhabitants
and replaced them with forign colonists(2 Kings 17:24-33).

a. The colonists were pagans who eventually intermarried with the remaining
Jews. They adopted the religion of Israel, but they also continued to
worship their pagan idols. The Jews considered the Samaritans to be
religious heretics of a foreign nationality and inferior race.

B. To tell this story properly and to understand the meaning of the parable, we must
first look at the context in which the story is written.

a. Luke 9:52-55 everything that comes after this in Luke’s gospel is in the
direction of Jesus going to Jerusalem...to the cross.

i. It means that even Jesus received racial persecution from the
Samaritans. Since he was headed toward Jerusalem, the script
says “his face was set”. They knew he was going there and didn’t
want anything to do with him.

ii. Shortly after, the 72 disciples are dispatched as his advanced party
to go into towns and villages and prepare the way for his arrival.
When they return Jesus warns them not to be excited about the
power over evil, but to rejoice that their names are written in
heaven.

Parable:

Luke 10:25-37

C. A lawyer, not of _________ _________ but of ___________ _________ comes
to Jesus wanting to corner him and trap him into saying something that would at
least give reason to discredit him as a teacher, or worse to have him arrested.

a. The Law declares plainly enough what is required of man, what he must
“do,” namely, obey God.

b. It is either complete compliance with the Law’s requirements or come
under the curse of God: “For all who rely on works of the law are under a



curse; for it is written, “Cursed be everyone who does not abide by all
things written in the Book of the Law, and do them.” (Gal. 3:10).

D. The whole law is summarized by Jesus in Matthew 22:36-40 by loving God with
everything you are and to love your neighbor as yourself.

a. (Micah 6:8) tells us what the Lord requires, “He has told you, O man, what
is good; and what does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to
love kindness, and to walk humbly with your God.”

E. As Christ spoke with his disciples a lawyer stood up and tempted him, and said:
"Master, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?"

a. What can I do to buy salvation?
i. This lawyer was embarrassed for being put on the spot and shown

up. v.29 “desiring to ______________ himself he said to Jesus,
“who is my neighbor”

ii. The lawyer asks, “What must I do to inherit eternal life?” Jesus
replies, “What is written in the law?”

1. Here is where Jesus answers his first question, by
responding “You have answered correctly, do this and you
will live”.

F. A priest comes by and when sees the wounded man passes by him on the other
side of the road.

a. Perhaps he was afraid?
1. Numbers 19:11-12 “Whoever touches the dead body of any

person shall be unclean seven days. He shall cleanse
himself with the water on the third day and on the seventh
day, and so be clean. But if he does not cleanse himself on
the third day and on the seventh day, he will not become
clean.”

b. Shortly after another man passes by. He is identified as a Levite. The
Levites are the tribe given the responsibility of being priests (Numbers 18)
or having ________________ _____________.

c. It is quite clear that the “priest” and the “Levite” symbolize or set forth
something definite.

i. First, the priest “____ __________” came that way. The same thing
hinted at in the case of the “Levite” also, by the word “likewise.”

ii. Second, of the priest it is said that he “_______” the half-dead
traveler; of the Levite that he “___________” on him.

iii. Third, in each case we are told that they “passed by on the
__________ ___________,” that is he offered no assistance to the



wounded one—they did not attend to his _____________
__________.

G. Couldn’t they have gone for help?
a. The priest and Levite represent those who come close to the hurting and

needy but ________ _____.
b. They didn’t love God. They didn’t love others. He is, in a sense, a

representation of that kind of ____________________ system.
c. “By the way, you may feel self-righteous when you encounter the priest

who went on the other side of the road and the Levite on the other side of
the road. But I hate to tell you this, but in condemning them, you condemn
yourself, and I condemn myself; because you’re going to have to be
honest enough to see yourself in those people, because that’s how we
behave most of the time.” (MacArthur)

H. The Samaritan
a. Fighting constantly with each other, it isn’t hard to imagine this man taking

up a course like the others and passing by.
b. This man stops and helps his _____________.
c. His love for his neighbor superseded his ________ of being taken

______________________.

I. Four things that characterize this good Samaritan:
1. He was willing to stop and __________

a. He had compassion and he acted on it.
b. He bandaged up his wounds since the man’s clothes had been

stripped off him and probably taken away in the plunder.
2. Wasn’t ____________

a. He rose above the social prejudice and looked beyond race. He
stopped to help a fellow human being.

3. Somewhat ____________
a. He has a beast of burden, oil, and wine with him. He also pays the

innkeeper two denarii.
4. Had a ___________ name

a. The innkeeper trusted the Samaritan, probably because he had
proven himself to be trustworthy.

b. “Inn” is the word pandocheion. Pan means “all.” It’s a place for all.
i. if the innkeeper trusted the Samaritan, in a place like this,

then perhaps the Samaritan had been there before under
similar circumstances.- (again this is just a story.)

I. Jesus flips the question around on the lawyer. The lawyer asks “who is my
neighbor?”

a. Jesus through telling this story flips the question around and says “who
are you a neighbor to?”.



b. It’s not, “Who is my neighbor?” “Who qualifies to be loved?” But it’s about
“Am I a neighbor who loves in an unqualified way?”

c. ____________ justice is not the issue. ______________________ before
God is the issue.

i. We need to come for mercy and grace.
ii. You begin to love other people as you love yourself - not perfectly,

but in the right direction.

This story is not to make people feel guilty about not giving their money to poor people.
It’s not to make people feel guilty about not taking care of those that are suffering. This
story is designed to make people feel guilty for not loving _______ perfectly and loving
_________ perfectly.

[Breakout]


