
Riverview Academy: Parables Truth Plainly Hidden
Week 2

Three Takeaways From Reading the Parables:
1. _________________ _______________ attached to the story.

2. They teach an ____________________ ___________________ when compared
to traditional religion.

3. Require a _________________ from the listener.

The Kingdom of God is now but not yet. This is important because our understanding of
this concept shapes our faith and how we view God’s work in this world.

Now:
Luke 17:20-21 “Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming in ways that can be observed,
nor will they say, ‘Look, here it is!’ or ‘There!’ for behold, the kingdom of God is in the
midst of you.”
Matthew 12:28 “But if it is by the Spirit of God that I cast out demons, then the kingdom
of God has come upon you.”

Not Yet
1 John 3:2 “Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what
we will be. We know that when He appears, we will be like Him, because we will see Him
just as He is.”
Luke 19:11-48
Verse 12: "A nobleman went into a far country to receive a kingdom and then return.

- Jesus is going back to heaven and will be gone some time before he returns to
establish his kingdom in power and glory.

The Mystery
The kingdom has come according to Matthew 12:28 and Luke 17:21; and the coming of
the kingdom is still future according to Luke 19:11–12. This is puzzling.

- It threw the Pharisees into _____________.
- It took John the Baptist off ______________. (Matthew 11:2–6)

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2012.28
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2017.21
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2019.11%E2%80%9312
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.2%E2%80%936


- It caused one crowd to want to throw Jesus off a _________ (Luke 4:29) and
another crowd to make him _____________ (John 6:15).

- It baffled Pilate when Jesus was on trial (John 18:36–37).
- It left the apostles _________________ and _________________ between

Good Friday and Easter (Luke 24:21)..........
The mystery is "fulfillment without consummation." Fulfillment of the kingdom is here;
but consummation of the kingdom is not.

“Instead of reading a parable and asking, “How is this parable about me and my
relationship to God?” We should reverse it and ask, “How is this about Jesus and his
inauguration of God’s Kingdom?” When we start there, then we begin to see the new
way of living that Jesus began with his announcement of the Kingdom arriving through
him.” (Bible Project, 2020)

Week 2: The Act of Giving: Seeing Jesus Through the Parables

Parables of Giving

1. Parable of the Mustard Seed and Leaven

Matthew 13:31-32, Mark 4:30-32, Luke 13:18-19 and Matthew 13:33, Luke
13:20-21

Category: _________; Class ___

Setting:

Matthew 13:1-2

Matthew 13:11 “To you it has been given to know the secrets of the kingdom of
heaven, but to them it has not been given.”

a. Quoting from the Old Testament prophets Isaiah and Ezekiel
b. Israel has rejected God.
c. In other words, parables are a form of ________________ on those who

hear them.
i. You will either __________ and _________________and

___________ to know more or,
ii. You will be ____________ and offended; not want to listen to any

more of what this man is saying.

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%204.29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%206.15
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/John%2018.36%E2%80%9337
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Luke%2024.21


Parable:

Matthew 13:31-34 “He told them another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like a
mustard seed, which a man took and planted in his field. Though it is the smallest of all
seeds, yet when it grows, it is the largest of garden plants and becomes a tree, so that
the birds come and perch in its branches.”

He told them yet another parable: “The kingdom of heaven is like yeast that a woman
took and mixed into about sixty pounds of flour until it worked all through the dough.”

Jesus spoke all these things to the crowd in parables; he did not say anything to them
without using a parable. So was fulfilled what was spoken through the prophet:”

A. The parables of the mustard seed and the leavened bread are grouped together
because they both relay the same information about the kingdom of heaven;

a. Growth, size and rapid expansion.

B. Many of Jesus’ listeners were very familiar with both the mustard seed and how
to make bread.

a. Priests, teachers of the law and Pharisees tithed from their gardens.
Matthew 23:23 “...You give a tenth of your spices—mint, dill and cumin.”

b. Describes the amount of faith it would require to move a mountain in
Matthew 17:20

c. Describes the amount of faith it would require to uproot a tree and cast it
into the sea in Luke 17:6.

d. Both are in reference to one’s ____________. Only a tiny amount of faith
is needed to do great and wondrous things.

C. The mustard seed analogy can also be used in so many practical ways when
describing our _______, ________, __________, __________, and __________
for one another.

BIG IDEA:______________________________________________________

D. Historical Evidence of the Mustard Seed:
a. He [Jesus] started out with twelve ordinary men whom He appointed as

Apostles and a handful of other followers.
b. He lived and died in what was considered a backwater province of the

Roman Empire.
c. He is mentioned only in passing in the secular historical sources of that

time.
d. Since the time of Christ’s ministry, death, resurrection, and ascension, the

kingdom of God has been steadily growing.
e. His church is found around the globe, and it grows even in the most

hostile lands.
f. ‘Birds’ have nested in the church causing corruption and stain to the

institution that Christ established.



g. The mustard seed is well on its way to becoming the mustard plant.

[BREAKOUT]- Read Matt. 13:31-33 again.

What is one area of your life that you can identify, where something small taking place
leads to a huge change?

The Parables of the Hidden Treasure, Fine Pearl

Matthew 13:44-46

Category: ___________; Class _____

Setting:

A. Jesus finishes telling the people gathered on the seashore that the kingdom of
heaven is like a mustard seed-(and leaven)

a. Jesus only spoke to the crowds in ____________ (Matt. 13:34).
i. The psalmist prophet wrote in Psalm 78:2 “I will open my mouth in

a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old.”

Parable:

A. Pursue Passionately
a. They weren’t looking for the treasure outright.
b. They left everything they had.
c. This is what Jesus says the kingdom of God is like;

i. One day you are going about your business and all of a sudden you
discover Jesus in a way you never had before.

B. Moral Obligations- Could these hunters of treasure be wrong?
a. The parable doesn’t explain where the pearl was found, but it does tell us

the location was purchased.
i. Pearls found in water,
ii. The merchant didn’t own the water. The text tells us he later

purchased it.
b. Were both men acting deceitful?



i. Would the owner of the property, had they known they possessed
priceless treasure, be willing to sell?

ii. In other words, were they ____________ _________________ to
tell the owners of the property before buying the land?

c. Remember there is only one lesson in the parable; it is a mistake to look
for meaning in every detail of the story.

C. What Heaven is Like
a. They both stop looking once they find the treasure of a lifetime.

i. Heaven is like this, once found, our endless searching for who we
are stops and is answered in the man Jesus Christ. Jesus satisfies
our needs and makes us right before God.

b. Philippians 3:7-9
i. Paul considered everything as _____________ that he may gain

Christ.
c. Paul willingly gave it all up so that he might know Christ and be found in

Him.

BIG IDEA:______________________________________________________

D. 1 Corinthians 2:7-8, 14 make it clear that the mysteries of the kingdom are
hidden from some who are unable to hear, see, and comprehend these truths.

a. How do they hear?
i. Romans 10:14-15

b. How do they see?
i. John 8:12



[BREAKOUT]- Read Matt. 13:44-46 again.

How does this parable fit into the overall Biblical narrative?

Like my childhood BB gun story, have you ever discovered something so valuable that
you would stop at nothing to go after it?

The Parable of the Laborers in the Vineyard

Matt 20:1-16

Category: ________; Class ___

Setting:

A. The rich man was asked to give up all his possessions and follow Jesus.
a. Faced with too great a sacrifice.
b. Worldly wealth blinds and corrupts hearts.
c. Jesus isn’t saying that it is impossible to get into heaven if you are rich or

wealthy.
d. He asks you to give up that which ties you to this world the most.

i. For some it is ___________
ii. Others it is ____________
iii. Others it is work,__________or _____________________.

B. Peter reminds Jesus (19:27) that they gave up everything to follow him. What
would their stake in the kingdom be?

a. Jesus replies (19:29-30) that for those who gave up houses and families
for my sake will recieve a hundredfold in the kingdom

b. “but many who are first will be last and the last will be first”.

A. Parable of Laborers in the Vineyard- Who is this master?
a. He dominates the story.
b. He owns the __________.
c. He goes to the market looking for labor.
d. He hires men to work his ________________.
e. He pays the laborers for their work.
f. His generosity comes into question.



B. Time Frame
a. Season would be _________ in Israel.

i. “The owner of the field knows exactly when the grapes must be
picked. If they are left one or two extra days on the vine the sugar
content will be too high. The market value of grapes of superior
vintage depends on the correct amount of sugar in the grapes.”

ii. (Kistamaker, 1980)

b. Jewish day starts at _________.
i. The workers picked up early in the morning, would be paid a

denarius for the day's work. (vs. 1-2)
ii. The second group is picked up around (third hour) nine o’clock

(3-4)
iii. The third and fourth group is just like the second group. Payment

for both was __________________ is _______________
iv. The fifth group chosen, probably around the (eleventh hour) five

o’clock hour, are given no guarantee of any payment of any kind.

C. Wages
a. The master does something surprising. In his generosity, he pays the last

workers first and pays them a full __________________.
b. The third & fourth groups are also rewarded with a full day's work and paid

a denarius.
c. The last group to receive pay were the ones that spent the most hours on

the job, (6am and 9am) and were paid a denarius.
i. These workers grumbled
ii. “Did you not agree with me for a denarius?” (v13)

D. Has this ever been your heart?
a. Have you ever looked back on the generosity of Jesus to others and

thought ‘I deserve that’.
b. Grace is equal to all who come to the Father through Jesus Christ his

Son.

BIG IDEA:______________________________________________________



“The operative principle in the kingdom of heaven is not merit but grace.
We readily understand this principle in the context of our salvation. We
know Paul’s words: “For by grace you have been saved through faith.
…not as a result of works, so that no one may boast” (Eph. 2:8–9), but
many believers assume that we earn God’s blessings by our works —
apart from God’s grace.” -Jerry Bridges

E. Grace and Mercy
a. God extends the same payment for our sins today as he did with those in

the early church.
i. Titus 2:11 “The grace of God appeared bringing salvation to ______

people.”
b. Theirs was not greater.

F. The Danger of Viewing God as Ungenerous
a. Our hearts become hard and question his goodness.
b. The workers who grumble are similar to the older brother in the parable of

the prodigal son.
c. He is really angry at the father, not the brother for extending grace to the

son who returned home.
d. Both represent Pharisitical mindset.
e. This is what Jesus meant when he said it is harder for a rich man to enter

the kingdom of heaven than a camel to go through the eye of a needle.

[BREAKOUT]- Read Matt.20:1-16 again.

Jesus draws on the generosity of the land owner. How is this parable played out in the
larger Biblical narrative?

How does this apply to our lives today?

___________________________________________________________________

True Parables- These use illustrations from daily life within the reach of anyone who
hears the parable. Everyone acknowledges the truth conveyed.

Story Parables- Story Parables are told as an event that happened in the past- usually
as the experience of one person. (i.e. the farmer who sowed wheat only to find out later

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Eph.%202.8%E2%80%939


the enemy snuck in and sowed tares or weeds among the wheat Matt. 13:24-30; or the
unjust judge that finally gave in to the pleas of an old woman only so that she would
leave him alone Luke 18:1-8)

Illustration Parables- These stories are categorized as example stories. Told most often
in Luke’s gospel, they include the good Samaritan, the rich fool, the story of the rich
man and Lazarus, and the parable of the Pharisee and the tax collector. These stories
are designed to either be imitated or avoided. Illustration stories focus on the character
and conduct of an individual.
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