JOURNAL

D

Welcome to Keep The Faith Sermon Series Journal

Dear Friends,
“Our present pursuit is developing integrity in an enticing world.” - Beth Moore
Join us throughout this “Keep The Faith” sermon series as we examine the hardships Daniel and
his three friends, as exiles, endured while working for the various kings in the harsh, foreign
nation of Babylon.
Young Daniel found himself surrounded by idolaters and forced to serve an egocentric king. He
and his friends were faced with many temptations and even threats against their lives. Instead
of giving-in to the enticements Babylon offered, Daniel (whose name means, “God is my judge”)
remained faithful to God. He maintained his integrity despite his circumstances because he
knew the truth: God is sovereign over the kingdoms of men.
God was in control in Babylon and He is still in control in today’s world. Despite the temptations
we experience to succumb to cultural trends, we can be confident and secure God remains
sovereign and has a plan for our lives. Daniel provides an example for us to remain faithful to
God even during our most desperate moments.
Spend time weekly or even daily in solitude, studying Scripture. Meditate upon God’s Word and
use this journal to write out your prayers. Reflect upon your responses to the Scripture and
provided reflection prompts. Confess what God reveals to you during your time of silence.
Consider how you would have responded had you been in Daniel’s place… how are you pursuing
the development of integrity in the face of today’s enticements?
In Him,

Sheri Dodge
Director of Discipleship
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June 27: WEEK 1 “In But Not Of The World”
Daniel 1:1-16

During the third year of King Jehoiakim’s reign in Judah,[a] King Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon came to Jerusalem and
besieged it. 2 The Lord gave him victory over King Jehoiakim of Judah and permitted him to take some of the sacred objects
from the Temple of God. So Nebuchadnezzar took them back to the land of Babylonia [b] and placed them in the treasurehouse of his god.
3

Then the king ordered Ashpenaz, his chief of staff, to bring to the palace some of the young men of Judah’s royal family and
other noble families, who had been brought to Babylon as captives. 4 “Select only strong, healthy, and good-looking young
men,” he said. “Make sure they are well versed in every branch of learning, are gifted with knowledge and good judgment,
and are suited to serve in the royal palace. Train these young men in the language and literature of Babylon. [c]” 5 The king
assigned them a daily ration of food and wine from his own kitchens. They were to be trained for three years, and then they
would enter the royal service.
6

Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah were four of the young men chosen, all from the tribe of Judah. 7 The chief of staff
renamed them with these Babylonian names: Daniel was called Belteshazzar. Hananiah was called Shadrach. Mishael was
called Meshach. Azariah was called Abednego.
8

But Daniel was determined not to defile himself by eating the food and wine given to them by the king. He asked the chief
of staff for permission not to eat these unacceptable foods. 9 Now God had given the chief of staff both respect and affection
for Daniel. 10 But he responded, “I am afraid of my lord the king, who has ordered that you eat this food and wine. If you
become pale and thin compared to the other youths your age, I am afraid the king will have me beheaded.” 11 Daniel spoke
with the attendant who had been appointed by the chief of staff to look after Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and
Azariah. 12 “Please test us for ten days on a diet of vegetables and water,” Daniel said. 13 “At the end of the ten days, see how
we look compared to the other young men who are eating the king’s food. Then make your decision in light of what you
see.” 14 The attendant agreed to Daniel’s suggestion and tested them for ten days.
15

At the end of the ten days, Daniel and his three friends looked healthier and better nourished than the young men who
had been eating the food assigned by the king. 16 So after that, the attendant fed them only vegetables instead of the food
and wine provided for the others.
CONSIDER:
Because they had broken their covenant with God, the people of Judah were taken into exile in Babylon. Among
those deported were Daniel and three other Israelites—who were probably just teenagers at the time of this story.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
Why did Daniel ask the chief official for different food? What impresses you the most about Daniel? If Daniel lived
in your world, how would he be viewed by your peers? What message does this story have for today? How would
you describe your physical health? What do you need most in relation to the physical area of your life? Which of
Daniel’s attributes would help you most in your quest for healthy habits? What have you found best when
confronted with something you know you should refuse?
WEEK 1 PRAYER:
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June 27: WEEK 1 “In But Not Of The World”

WEEK 1 JOURNAL:
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July 4: WEEK 2 “Equipped to Serve”
Daniel 1:17-21

17

God gave these four young men an unusual aptitude for understanding every aspect of literature and wisdom. And God gave
Daniel the special ability to interpret the meanings of visions and dreams.
18

When the training period ordered by the king was completed, the chief of staff brought all the young men to King
Nebuchadnezzar. 19 The king talked with them, and no one impressed him as much as Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah.
So they entered the royal service. 20 Whenever the king consulted them in any matter requiring wisdom and balanced
judgment, he found them ten times more capable than any of the magicians and enchanters in his entire kingdom.
21

Daniel remained in the royal service until the first year of the reign of King Cyrus.

CONSIDER:
Daniel and his friends learned all they could about their new culture so they could do their work with excellence. But
while they learned, they maintained steadfast allegiance to God, and God gave them skill and wisdom. Culture need
not be God’s enemy. If it does not violate His commands, it can aid in accomplishing His purpose. We who follow
God are free to be competent leaders in our culture, but we are required to pledge our allegiance to God first.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
Why was the king more pleased with Daniel and his friends than with his magicians and enchanters? How did the
captives survive in a foreign culture? What kind of “alien culture” do you find yourself living in right now? How can
we adapt to our new surroundings without abandoning God? How has God’s mercy favored you this year (for
example, in your efforts toward excellence or in your service to others)?
WEEK 2 PRAYER:
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July 4: WEEK 2 “Equipped to Serve”

WEEK 2 JOURNAL:
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July 11: WEEK 3 “The All-In-One God”
Daniel 2:1-23

One night during the second year of his reign,[a] Nebuchadnezzar had such disturbing dreams that he couldn’t sleep. 2 He
called in his magicians, enchanters, sorcerers, and astrologers,[b] and he demanded that they tell him what he had dreamed.
As they stood before the king, 3 he said, “I have had a dream that deeply troubles me, and I must know what it means.”
4
Then the astrologers answered the king in Aramaic,[c] “Long live the king! Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it
means.”
5

But the king said to the astrologers, “I am serious about this. If you don’t tell me what my dream was and what it means, you
will be torn limb from limb, and your houses will be turned into heaps of rubble! 6 But if you tell me what I dreamed and what
the dream means, I will give you many wonderful gifts and honors. Just tell me the dream and what it means!”
7

They said again, “Please, Your Majesty. Tell us the dream, and we will tell you what it means.”

8

The king replied, “I know what you are doing! You’re stalling for time because you know I am serious when I say, 9 ‘If you
don’t tell me the dream, you are doomed.’ So you have conspired to tell me lies, hoping I will change my mind. But tell me the
dream, and then I’ll know that you can tell me what it means.”
10

The astrologers replied to the king, “No one on earth can tell the king his dream! And no king, however great and powerful,
has ever asked such a thing of any magician, enchanter, or astrologer! 11 The king’s demand is impossible. No one except the
gods can tell you your dream, and they do not live here among people.”
12

The king was furious when he heard this, and he ordered that all the wise men of Babylon be executed. 13 And because of
the king’s decree, men were sent to find and kill Daniel and his friends.
14

When Arioch, the commander of the king’s guard, came to kill them, Daniel handled the situation with wisdom and
discretion. 15 He asked Arioch, “Why has the king issued such a harsh decree?” So Arioch told him all that had
happened. 16 Daniel went at once to see the king and requested more time to tell the king what the dream meant.
17

Then Daniel went home and told his friends Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah what had happened. 18 He urged them to ask
the God of heaven to show them his mercy by telling them the secret, so they would not be executed along with the other
wise men of Babylon. 19 That night the secret was revealed to Daniel in a vision. Then Daniel praised the God of heaven. 20 He
said, “Praise the name of God forever and ever, for he has all wisdom and power. 21 He controls the course of world
events; he removes kings and sets up other kings. He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to the scholars. 22 He reveals
deep and mysterious things and knows what lies hidden in darkness, though he is surrounded by light. 23 I thank and praise
you, God of my ancestors, for you have given me wisdom and strength. You have told me what we asked of you and revealed
to us what the king demanded.”
CONSIDER:
Dreams were considered to be messages from the gods, and the astrologers were expected to interpret them. The
astrologers told the king that “there isn’t a man alive” who could know the dreams of another person. But Daniel
could tell what the king had dreamed, and he could also give the interpretation because God was working through
him. In daily life, we face many apparently impossible situations that would be hopeless if we had to handle them
with our limited strength. But God specializes in working through us to achieve the impossible.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
What does the king ask of the astrologers and why is he testing their competence? In his fury, what does the king
decide to do and how does Daniel respond to this edict? Embracing the death-defying dare to interpret the dream,
what role is played by Daniel’s personal faith? For what gifts does Daniel praise God? What does that say about God?
About Daniel? About intercession, thanksgiving, and counting our blessings?
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July 11: WEEK 3 “The All-In-One God”

WEEK 3 PRAYER & JOURNAL:
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July 18: WEEK 4 “Real Faith in the Real World”
Daniel 3:1-18

King Nebuchadnezzar made an image of gold, sixty cubits high and six cubits wide, and set it up on the plain of Dura in the
province of Babylon. 2 He then summoned the satraps, prefects, governors, advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all
the other provincial officials to come to the dedication of the image he had set up. 3 So the satraps, prefects, governors,
advisers, treasurers, judges, magistrates and all the other provincial officials assembled for the dedication of the image that
King Nebuchadnezzar had set up, and they stood before it.
4

Then the herald loudly proclaimed, “Nations and peoples of every language, this is what you are commanded to do: 5 As
soon as you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all kinds of music, you must fall down and worship
the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar has set up. 6 Whoever does not fall down and worship will immediately be
thrown into a blazing furnace.”
7

Therefore, as soon as they heard the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp and all kinds of music, all the nations and
peoples of every language fell down and worshiped the image of gold that King Nebuchadnezzar had set up.
8

At this time some astrologers came forward and denounced the Jews. 9 They said to King Nebuchadnezzar, “May the king
live forever! 10 Your Majesty has issued a decree that everyone who hears the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe
and all kinds of music must fall down and worship the image of gold, 11 and that whoever does not fall down and worship will
be thrown into a blazing furnace. 12 But there are some Jews whom you have set over the affairs of the province of Babylon—
Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego—who pay no attention to you, Your Majesty. They neither serve your gods nor worship
the image of gold you have set up.”
13

Furious with rage, Nebuchadnezzar summoned Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego. So these men were brought before the
king, 14 and Nebuchadnezzar said to them, “Is it true, Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, that you do not serve my gods or
worship the image of gold I have set up? 15 Now when you hear the sound of the horn, flute, zither, lyre, harp, pipe and all
kinds of music, if you are ready to fall down and worship the image I made, very good. But if you do not worship it, you will be
thrown immediately into a blazing furnace. Then what god will be able to rescue you from my hand?”
16

Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego replied to him, “King Nebuchadnezzar, we do not need to defend ourselves before you
in this matter. 17 If we are thrown into the blazing furnace, the God we serve is able to deliver us from it, and he will
deliver us from Your Majesty’s hand. 18 But even if he does not, we want you to know, Your Majesty, that we will not serve
your gods or worship the image of gold you have set up.”
CONSIDER:
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego were pressured to deny God, but they chose to be faithful to Him no matter
what happened. They trusted God to deliver them, but they were determined to be faithful regardless of the
consequences. If God always rescued those who were true to Him, Christians would not need faith. Their religion
would be a great insurance policy, and there would be lines of selfish people ready to sign up. We should be faithful
to serve God whether He intervenes on our behalf or not. Our eternal reward is worth any suffering we may have
to endure first.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
What do you admire most about the three men in this story? What would you do if you had the choice of bowing
before an image of gold or getting thrown in to a fiery furnace? What is the most “fiery” test you can remember
experiencing and how did you fare? In what area of your life do you feel the greatest pressure to compromise your
convictions? In what area of life do you feel God may be calling you to take a stand?
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July 18: WEEK 4 “Real Faith in the Real World”

WEEK 4 PRAYER & JOURNAL:
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July 25: WEEK 5 “When You Walk Through the Fire”
Daniel 3:19-30

19

Then Nebuchadnezzar was furious with Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, and his attitude toward them changed. He
ordered the furnace heated seven times hotter than usual 20 and commanded some of the strongest soldiers in his army to tie
up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego and throw them into the blazing furnace. 21 So these men, wearing their robes,
trousers, turbans and other clothes, were bound and thrown into the blazing furnace. 22 The king’s command was so urgent
and the furnace so hot that the flames of the fire killed the soldiers who took up Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, 23 and
these three men, firmly tied, fell into the blazing furnace.
24

Then King Nebuchadnezzar leaped to his feet in amazement and asked his advisers, “Weren’t there three men that we tied
up and threw into the fire?” They replied, “Certainly, Your Majesty.” 25 He said, “Look! I see four men walking around in the
fire, unbound and unharmed, and the fourth looks like a son of the gods.”
26

Nebuchadnezzar then approached the opening of the blazing furnace and shouted, “Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego,
servants of the Most High God, come out! Come here!” So Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego came out of the fire, 27 and the
satraps, prefects, governors and royal advisers crowded around them. They saw that the fire had not harmed their bodies,
nor was a hair of their heads singed; their robes were not scorched, and there was no smell of fire on them.
28

Then Nebuchadnezzar said, “Praise be to the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego, who has sent his angel and
rescued his servants! They trusted in him and defied the king’s command and were willing to give up their lives rather than
serve or worship any god except their own God. 29 Therefore I decree that the people of any nation or language who say
anything against the God of Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego be cut into pieces and their houses be turned into piles of
rubble, for no other god can save in this way.”
30

Then the king promoted Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego in the province of Babylon.

CONSIDER:
God’s deliverance of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego was a great victory of faith for the Jews in captivity. They
were protected from harm, they were comforted in trial, God was glorified, and they were rewarded. Let us
determine to be true to God no matter how difficult the pressure or punishment. God’s protection transcends
anything we could imagine. These young men had been completely untouched by the fire and heat. Only the rope
that bound them had been burned. No human can bind us if God wants us to be free. The power available to us is the
same that delivered Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego and raised Christ from the dead. Trust God in every
situation. There are eternal reasons for temporary trials; so be thankful that your destiny is in God’s hands, not in
human hands.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
Why is the king furious? What test does the king propose? Who is he really testing? How does this relate to Daniel’s
theme of God’s authority vs. worldly authority? For you, what is the bottom line in the classic testimony by
Shadrach, Meshach, and Abednego? What were they sure about? What were they unsure about? What does this say
about how martyrs for the faith ought to face their divine Maker and their human executioner? What is remarkable
about the fiery furnace? Who is killed? Why? Who or what do you think was the fourth figure in the furnace?
WEEK 5 PRAYER:

D

July 25: WEEK 5 “When You Walk Through the Fire”

WEEK 5 JOURNAL:
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August 1: WEEK 6 “Falling Off a High Horse”
Daniel 4:28-37

28

All this happened to King Nebuchadnezzar. 29 Twelve months later, as the king was walking on the roof of the royal
palace of Babylon, 30 he said, “Is not this the great Babylon I have built as the royal residence, by my mighty power and for
the glory of my majesty?”
31

Even as the words were on his lips, a voice came from heaven, “This is what is decreed for you, King Nebuchadnezzar:
Your royal authority has been taken from you. 32 You will be driven away from people and will live with the wild animals;
you will eat grass like the ox. Seven times will pass by for you until you acknowledge that the Most High is sovereign over
all kingdoms on earth and gives them to anyone he wishes.”
33

Immediately what had been said about Nebuchadnezzar was fulfilled. He was driven away from people and ate grass
like the ox. His body was drenched with the dew of heaven until his hair grew like the feathers of an eagle and his nails like
the claws of a bird.
34

At the end of that time, I, Nebuchadnezzar, raised my eyes toward heaven, and my sanity was restored. Then I praised
the Most High; I honored and glorified him who lives forever.
His dominion is an eternal dominion;
his kingdom endures from generation to generation.
35
All the peoples of the earth
are regarded as nothing.
He does as he pleases
with the powers of heaven
and the peoples of the earth.
No one can hold back his hand
or say to him: “What have you done?”
36

At the same time that my sanity was restored, my honor and splendor were returned to me for the glory of my
kingdom. My advisers and nobles sought me out, and I was restored to my throne and became even greater than
before. 37 Now I, Nebuchadnezzar, praise and exalt and glorify the King of heaven, because everything he does is right and
all his ways are just. And those who walk in pride he is able to humble.
CONSIDER:
Although much of the world thought that Nebuchadnezzar was a mighty king, God demonstrated that he was an
ordinary man. Daniel pleaded with Nebuchadnezzar to change his ways, and God gave Nebuchadnezzar 12 months
to do it. Unfortunately, there was no repentance in the heart of this proud king, and so the dream Daniel interpreted
for the king of his being driven out of human society to live in the fields like a wild animal came to fruition. God
humiliated Nebuchadnezzar to show that Almighty God, not Nebuchadnezzar, was Lord of the nations. No matter
how powerful a person may become, self-centered pride will push God from his or her life. Pride may be one of the
most dangerous temptations you will face. Don’t let your accomplishments cause you to forget God.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
Has “all this happened” to the king by chance? By decree? By default? What clue does “twelve months later”
provide? How is the voice from heaven shown to be powerful? How does the immediacy and power of God’s word
relate to Genesis 1? With his sanity restored, what does the king conclude about “the Most High?” How does his
testimony strike you? Sincerely penitent? Coaxed or coached by Daniel? Sanely rational? Miraculous turnabout?
How do you account for the king’s restored greatness and prosperity?
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August 1: WEEK 6 “Falling Off a High Horse”

WEEK 6 PRAYER & JOURNAL:
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August 8: WEEK 7 “The Handwriting is on the Wall”
Daniel 5:1-12

King Belshazzar gave a great banquet for a thousand of his nobles and drank wine with them. 2 While Belshazzar was
drinking his wine, he gave orders to bring in the gold and silver goblets that Nebuchadnezzar his father had taken from the
temple in Jerusalem, so that the king and his nobles, his wives and his concubines might drink from them. 3 So they brought
in the gold goblets that had been taken from the temple of God in Jerusalem, and the king and his nobles, his wives and his
concubines drank from them. 4 As they drank the wine, they praised the gods of gold and silver, of bronze, iron, wood and
stone.
5

Suddenly the fingers of a human hand appeared and wrote on the plaster of the wall, near the lampstand in the royal
palace. The king watched the hand as it wrote. 6 His face turned pale and he was so frightened that his legs became
weak and his knees were knocking.
7

The king summoned the enchanters, astrologers and diviners. Then he said to these wise men of Babylon, “Whoever reads
this writing and tells me what it means will be clothed in purple and have a gold chain placed around his neck, and he will
be made the third highest ruler in the kingdom.”
8

Then all the king’s wise men came in, but they could not read the writing or tell the king what it meant. 9 So King
Belshazzar became even more terrified and his face grew more pale. His nobles were baffled.
10

The queen, hearing the voices of the king and his nobles, came into the banquet hall. “May the king live forever!” she said.
“Don’t be alarmed! Don’t look so pale! 11 There is a man in your kingdom who has the spirit of the holy gods in him. In the
time of your father he was found to have insight and intelligence and wisdom like that of the gods. Your father, King
Nebuchadnezzar, appointed him chief of the magicians, enchanters, astrologers and diviners. 12 He did this because Daniel,
whom the king called Belteshazzar, was found to have a keen mind and knowledge and understanding, and also the ability
to interpret dreams, explain riddles and solve difficult problems. Call for Daniel, and he will tell you what the writing
means.”
CONSIDER:
Although the writing on the wall contained only three words in Aramaic, a language understood by Babylonians,
the people could not determine its prophetic significance. God gave Daniel alone the ability to interpret the
message of doom to Babylon. The wise men of the kingdom were ignorant of God’s wisdom, no matter how great
the reward. Daniel did not rush into the banquet hall with the others. His loyalty was to God, not money.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
What contemporary examples come to mind of people mocking God by demeaning sacred things, as Belshazzar
did with the temple goblets? Does it seem God is quick, or slow, to judge sacrilegious behavior? Why? What have
you learned from your parents or predecessors? Why do people often fail, as does Belshazzar, to learn from the
past? What would you do if you were offered position and/or power as a way to buy your vote or predetermine
your thinking? Tell about a time you saw “the handwriting on the wall.” How did you feel? What happened?
WEEK 7 PRAYER:
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August 8: WEEK 7 “The Handwriting is on the Wall”

WEEK 7 JOURNAL:
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August 15: WEEK 8 “God Answers Prayers”
Daniel 6:1-28

It pleased Darius to appoint 120 satraps to rule throughout the kingdom, 2 with three administrators over them, one of
whom was Daniel. The satraps were made accountable to them so that the king might not suffer loss. 3 Now Daniel so
distinguished himself among the administrators and the satraps by his exceptional qualities that the king planned to set him
over the whole kingdom. 4 At this, the administrators and the satraps tried to find grounds for charges against Daniel in his
conduct of government affairs, but they were unable to do so. They could find no corruption in him, because he was
trustworthy and neither corrupt nor negligent. 5 Finally these men said, “We will never find any basis for charges against this
man Daniel unless it has something to do with the law of his God.”
6

So these administrators and satraps went as a group to the king and said: “May King Darius live forever! 7 The royal
administrators, prefects, satraps, advisers and governors have all agreed that the king should issue an edict and enforce the
decree that anyone who prays to any god or human being during the next thirty days, except to you, Your Majesty, shall be
thrown into the lions’ den. 8 Now, Your Majesty, issue the decree and put it in writing so that it cannot be altered—in
accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.” 9 So King Darius put the decree in writing.
10
Now when Daniel learned that the decree had been published, he went home to his upstairs room where the windows
opened toward Jerusalem. Three times a day he got down on his knees and prayed, giving thanks to his God, just as he had
done before. 11 Then these men went as a group and found Daniel praying and asking God for help. 12 So they went to the
king and spoke to him about his royal decree: “Did you not publish a decree that during the next thirty days anyone who
prays to any god or human being except to you, Your Majesty, would be thrown into the lions’ den?”
The king answered, “The decree stands—in accordance with the law of the Medes and Persians, which cannot be repealed.”
13
Then they said to the king, “Daniel, who is one of the exiles from Judah, pays no attention to you, Your Majesty, or to the
decree you put in writing. He still prays three times a day.” 14 When the king heard this, he was greatly distressed; he was
determined to rescue Daniel and made every effort until sundown to save him. 15 Then the men went as a group to King
Darius and said to him, “Remember, Your Majesty, that according to the law of the Medes and Persians no decree or edict
that the king issues can be changed.” 16 So the king gave the order, and they brought Daniel and threw him into the lions’
den. The king said to Daniel, “May your God, whom you serve continually, rescue you!”
17

A stone was brought and placed over the mouth of the den, and the king sealed it with his own signet ring and with the
rings of his nobles, so that Daniel’s situation might not be changed. 18 Then the king returned to his palace and spent the
night without eating and without any entertainment being brought to him. And he could not sleep.
19

At the first light of dawn, the king got up and hurried to the lions’ den. 20 When he came near the den, he called to Daniel in
an anguished voice, “Daniel, servant of the living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to rescue you
from the lions?”
21

Daniel answered, “May the king live forever! 22 My God sent his angel, and he shut the mouths of the lions. They have not
hurt me, because I was found innocent in his sight. Nor have I ever done any wrong before you, Your Majesty.”
23

The king was overjoyed and gave orders to lift Daniel out of the den. And when Daniel was lifted from the den, no
wound was found on him, because he had trusted in his God.
24

At the king’s command, the men who had falsely accused Daniel were brought in and thrown into the lions’ den, along
with their wives and children. And before they reached the floor of the den, the lions overpowered them and crushed all
their bones.
25

Then King Darius wrote to all the nations and peoples of every language in all the earth:
“May you prosper greatly! 26 “I issue a decree that in every part of my kingdom people must fear and reverence the God of
Daniel. “For he is the living God and he endures forever; his kingdom will not be destroyed, his dominion will never end. 27 He
rescues and he saves; he performs signs and wonders in the heavens and on the earth. He has rescued Daniel from the power
of the lions.”
28

So Daniel prospered during the reign of Darius and the reign of Cyrus the Persian.
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August 15: WEEK 8 “God Answers Prayers”

CONSIDER:
Nebuchadnezzar had come to believe that Israel’s God was real because of the faithfulness of Daniel and his friends.
Here Darius was also convinced of God’s power because Daniel was faithful and God rescued him. Although Daniel
was captive in a strange land, his devotion to God was a testimony to powerful rulers. If you find yourself in new surroundings, take the opportunity to testify about God’s power in your life. Be faithful to God so He can use you to
make an impact on others.
QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:
What do you think motivated Daniel’s fellow officials to “get him?” What impresses you the most about Daniel in this
story? What do you think saved Daniel? If you were Daniel, how would you have responded to King Darius’ decree
that no one could pray to anyone but him? What has kept you from standing up for something in which you believe?
Where is the most difficult place for you to stand up for your faith? What have you found helpful in being able to
stand up for what’s right?
WEEK 8 PRAYER & JOURNAL:
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KillearnGroups Summer Bible Study Opportunities & Events

We were made for community. We believe that being known by other
people makes life more meaningful. Every person needs and deserves a
place of belonging - a safe place to be known and grow in relationship with
God and others. Our groups are diverse in style, age and subject, and we
invite you to explore them and discover your place in our community.

Not sure where to start? ExploreGroups are for people who are just
exploring Killearn UMC or the Christian faith. These groups are safe spaces
where you can get connected in the church, learn about faith, and ask
questions.

We want to help you go deeper in your faith. EmpowerGroups go beyond
the basics, focus on a specific issue, or simply work to empower you in the
areas where you struggle. These groups are diverse in subject and style.

We believe life wasn’t meant to be done alone. Everyone needs a place
where they can grow in faith, relationship and service. Quite simply,
LifeGroups are groups of people committed to each other getting together
on a regular basis to do exactly that.

Interested in starting or joining a group?
Email groups@kumconline.org
or
Call Sheri Dodge at 850-893-1116
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Discipleship Resources - Bible Reading Plan

CLICK LINK FOR
BACK TO THE WORD
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/805694736463130
OR SCAN QR CODE

Join us on a journey through the Bible together. This is a three-year Bible reading plan because
we wanted to make reading the Bible simple and approachable for readers of all kinds. In this
plan, we will only be reading one or two chapters at a time.
During this Summer, we will be exploring John, Acts, and Romans. If you want to read along
with us, find today’s date and start there! If you choose to sign up for the daily emails, you will
receive a welcome email right away. Starting the next morning, you will begin receiving
Scripture from that date forward. Of course, you can always go back and read what you’ve
missed, but we’re confident no matter where you start, God will speak to you.
Want daily emails? Sign up to receive daily readings through email by subscribing on our
website, KillearnUMC.org. Do you like using social media? Join our Facebook Group and you’ll
receive daily Scripture notifications to which you are welcome to “like” or comment. Have a
favorite app you are already using? That’s great! The point is to engage in the Word every day
as a community.
Also, we encourage you to consider using the SOAP study method. This is a simple practice for
reading the Bible in a more engaging way. It stands for:

Scripture, Observation, Application & Prayer.
By reading the Scripture, making simple observations, finding ways to apply it to our lives, and talking
to God about what we’ve learned by praying, we believe all readers will be able to interact with
God’s Word in a meaningful way.
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Discipleship Resources - Seedbed Daily Text

“The grass withers and the flowers fall, but the word of our God endures forever.”
- Isaiah 40:8
Scripture reading is a discipline leading to spiritual growth and personal
transformation. The Discipleship Ministry encourages our Church Family to spend
time in God’s Word - adopting it into your daily practice. Seedbed offers a wonderful
tool to do just that! We invite you to subscribe to Seedbed’s Daily Text.
The Seedbed Daily Text offers:
Daily Bible passage and devotional commentary by J.D. Walt

Daily prayer and reflection questions
Accompanying print book, if desired
A Facebook community for ongoing conversation
Online, in your inbox (with subscription), or in the Discipleship Bands app

To subscribe to The Daily Text, visit www.Seedbed.com or scan the QR Code below:
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Discipleship Resources - Facebook Groups

In an effort to continue to grow community while physically distanced, the Discipleship Ministry
created Facebook Groups! Join a group in your area of interest, connect with other online friends
and stay current with the latest Bible study offerings and KillearnGroup events.

Killearn UMC
Parents Ministry

Killearn UMC
Singles Ministry

Killearn UMC
Married Couples Ministry

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/226529802052983

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/320517642476755

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/299118264530035

Killearn UMC
Women’s Ministry

Killearn UMC
Men’s Ministry

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/298949894525491

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1607241026123569

Killearn UMC
Prayer Ministry
https://www.facebook.com/
groups/739736773546505

Killearn UMC
Senior Adult Ministry

Killearn UMC
Young Adult Ministry

Killearn UMC
Adult Ministry

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/1184241081911952

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/753744358802190

https://www.facebook.com/
groups/338069314028614

Killearn UMC
Sermon Discussion Questions

Killearn UMC
Sermon Series Companion Study

https://www.facebook.com/groups/688918071980706

https://www.facebook.com/groups/332222851237680
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Discipleship Resources - Suggested Small Group Studies

Is your small group looking for a new study? Come check out the curriculum shelves in the
Discipleship Ministry office! We have several studies to choose from along with DVDs as well as
digital streaming options. Call Sheri Dodge at the Church Office to schedule a consultation.
Here are a few Director’s suggestions:
The Awakened Life
J.D. Walt
For The Body
Timothy Tennent
The Unseen Real
Stephen Seamands
The Domino Effect (Colossians)
J.D. Walt
24/6
Matthew Sleeth

First Word, Last Word (Bible)
J.D. Walt
Holy Roar
Chris Tomlin & Darren Whitehead
People Who Say Such Things (Faith)
J.D. Walt
Everybody Always
Bob Goff

This Is How We Know (1 John)
J.D. Walt
(UN)PUZZLED (Ephesians)
J.D. Walt
The First Real Christian (James)
J.D. Walt
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Discipleship Resources - Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way

Are you interested in learning more about John Wesley, the founder of
Methodism? The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way is a great overview broken
up into three main units containing a total of twelve lessons:
UNIT 1: Who Was John Wesley?
Lesson 1: What Was the Young Wesley Like?
Lesson 2: What Happened at Aldersgate?
Lesson 3: What Was Wesley Like after Aldersgate?
Lesson 4: What Did John Wesley Do?
UNIT 2: What Did Wesley Teach?
Lesson 5: What is the Goal of the Christian Life?
Lesson 6: What is Repentance?
Lesson 7: What is Justification and New Birth?
Lesson 8: What is Sanctification?
Lesson 9: What is Entire Sanctification?
UNIT 3: What Do Wesleyans Do?
Lesson 10: What are Sacraments?
Lesson 11: What are Classes and Bands?
Lesson 12: What Happened after Wesley?

Contact Sheri Dodge for the PDF of
The Absolute Basics of the Wesleyan Way
as well as links to the fun weekly Lesson
videos.
sdodge@kumconline.org
850-893-1116

2800 Shamrock Street, South
Tallahassee, Florida 32309

Visit our website: KillearnUMC.org
Contact us at: 850-893-1116

@KillearnUMC

