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We live in a strange day where division and hostility abound. Many people in our world 
today get it triggered about many things. Labels, generalizations, and accusations 
abound. Whether it is race, wealth, religion, politics, gender, you name it... people are 
divided and hurling insults at each other in increasingly hostile ways. Regardless, if an 
issue is very recent or hundreds of years old, our culture tends to either quickly 
abandon relationships or completely avoid the hard work of reconciliation.  
 
Outrage has become the norm of our society. Outrage undergirds the breaking news of 
each day. Various tribes and echo chambers form, social media feeds grow, political 
rhetoric snowballs, podcasts rant, and churches even spilt. Our world seems to be 
trapped in an endless battle of us-against-them.  
 
So our church is going to be something completely counter to our culture. We are going 
to response to outrage with Jesus. We will focus on the gentleness, kindness, peace, 
and love of Jesus. I am so excited about this new sermon series we are starting today. 
Over the next four weeks, I hope we will glean much from Jesus through the Scripture 
we share and our companion book that I hope that you will read. 
 
My Men’s Life Group has been reading a book called A Gentle Answer: Our Secret 
Weapon in An Age of Us Against Them. It is written by a Presbyterian pastor named 
Scott Sauls. Our men’s group has really enjoyed the book. I shared the book with 
Pastor Mike Fordham, and now we are starting this series today.  
 
Our first theme is about the peace that Jesus brings to world. It’s not just about peaceful 
moments when we experience God’s presence in our lives, when we experience the 
beauty of nature, or when we experience a peaceful vacation. The peace that Jesus 
brings is an everlasting peace that changes everything. Let’s hear about this everlasting 
peace from the Apostle Paul in this letter to the Ephesians. Listen for this good word 
about the unity and peace that Jesus brings in Ephesians 2: 11-18.    
  
 Don t forget that you Gentiles used to be outsiders. You were called 
uncircumcised heathens” by the Jews, who were proud of their circumcision, 

even though it affected only their bodies and not their hearts. In those days you 
were living apart from Christ. You were excluded from citizenship among the 
people of Israel, and you did not know the covenant promises God had made to 
them. You lived in this world without God and without hope. But now you have 



been united with Christ Jesus. Once you were far away from God, but now you 
have been brought near to him through the blood of Christ. 
 
 For Christ himself has brought peace to us. He united Jews and Gentiles 
into one people when, in his own body on the cross, he broke down the wall of 
hostility that separated us. He did this by ending the system of law with its 
commandments and regulations. He made peace between Jews and Gentiles by 
creating in himself one new people from the two groups. Together as one body, 
Christ reconciled both groups to God by means of his death on the cross, and 
our hostility toward each other was put to death. 

 He brought this Good News of peace to you Gentiles who were far away 
from him, and peace to the Jews who were near. Now all of us can come to the 
Father through the same Holy Spirit because of what Christ has done for us. 

Ephesians 2:11-18 (New Living Translation) 

There is some language in this passage that you probably don’t use every day. The 
Jewish people called every person, who was not Jewish, a Gentile. The hostility here is 
pretty obvious by referring to Gentiles as uncircumcised heathens - not exactly a term of 
endearment. We think of circumcision as a medical procedure; however, circumcision 
was this ancient practice among the Jewish people when boys were 8 days old. This 
ancient practice served as a sign of God’s covenant among the people of Israel. The 
outrage of our world would ask quickly what about women? In the Jewish tradition, 
women are viewed as being born“ circumcised” already possessing the additional 
holiness of God’s covenant.  
 
For many centuries, there was great hostility between Jews and Gentiles. Jews 
considered Gentiles as outsiders beyond God’s saving power and therefore without 
hope. In Luke 18, one of the Jewish religious leader actually prays and thanks God that 
he is not a sinner like everyone else. The Gentiles were everyone else. There was an 
ancient and common prayer among Jewish men: “blessed are you for not making me a 
Gentile, a woman, or a slave.” Not exactly a grace-filled prayer, especially when women 
are born circumcised, and men have to get circumcised.  
 
Many Jews would have thought their faith and traditions elevated them above everyone 
else. In the Jewish temple in Jesus' day, there was an actual wall which restricted 
Gentiles to their own outer court. On the wall were signs which read: “Let no one of any 
other nation come within the fence and barrier around the Holy Place.” Can you even 
imagine putting a sign like this outside your church?  
 
We shouldn't just think it was the Jews alone who thought they were superior to the 
Gentiles. The Greeks and Romans did the same kinds of things. They thought they 
were the civilized ones and all other people else were barbarians. Many Gentiles 
resented the exclusive claims of Jews that they were God’s chosen people and that the 
God of Israel was the one true God. Other nations of the ancient world often considered 



the nation of Israel as inferior and a nation to be conquered. If you look beyond the 
reigns of Kind David and King Solomon, Israel was often an occupied nation and often a 
divided kingdom throughout its history.  

  
Now this physical wall that separated the Gentiles from the inner temple was based on 
a spiritual wall. The Mosaic law was a system of commandments and regulations that 
separated the people of Israel from other nations. There was nothing bad about the law 
of Moses in the Old Testament. God designed the law to be life giving. However, the 
hostility that emerged between the Jews and the Gentiles was so destructive. When 
Jesus comes into the world, He does something very radical. Jesus breaks down the 
wall of hostility that separated the Jews and the Gentiles for countless generations.  

Why did Jesus do this? God wanted to end the hostility and make these two groups of 
people into one NEW people. God was creating something NEW. He came and brought 
in a NEW covenant so that all Jews and Gentiles could become NEW creations. And 
together, male, female, slave, free, Jew, Gentile, black, white,… all of us, could be 
together as equals in this NEW community called the Church. 

Paul describes the Gentiles as people who were far away from God and the Jews who 
were near to God. Jesus brings an everlasting peace to those who are far away and 
those who are near. Jesus gives access to everyone to come to the Father through the 
same Holy Spirit by offering this own body as a sacrifice for our sin on the cross. Jesus 
breaks down the wall of prejudice, reconciles all believers to God, and unites all 
believers as one body.  

Jesus’s death on the cross completely eradicates the us-against-them mentality of Jews 
and Gentiles. For so many Christian people, it is easy for us to think of the Gentiles as 
“those other people” who were far from God. But the truth is we are Gentiles! We would 
not have been allowed into God’s family except by God’s grace through Jesus Christ. 
Jesus brings us into the family of God! The everlasting peace of Jesus puts to death the 
division between the Jews and the Gentiles.  
 
When we take seriously the peace that Jesus brings, we need to reconsider how we 
think about us-against-them. My high school biology teacher said something that has 
always stuck with me. Whenever there was a disagreement or too much focus on the 
differences among humans, Mr. Buffman would say, “there is only one race - the human 
race.” Thus, would end that disagreement! God created every person in His own image. 
Yet, humanity spends so much energy dividing people into groups and making an us-
against-them mentality so intoxicating. Our world is obsessed with the question: who 
are the insiders and who are the outsiders?  
 
There are several times in my life that I have been the outsider; being the outsider is not 
fun. Once I went to a Bible Study to share about our campus ministry with a small 
group. I had a great time sharing with the group, and I really enjoyed the Bible study 
and discussion. I felt this sense of fellowship together, and I mentioned that I would love 
to join them again. Immediately, one of the group members shared that the small group 



was not looking for new members to join. The person was not speaking in a harsh way; 
however, I instantly felt like an outsider. 
 
I totally understand the idea that not every small group is able to welcome everyone into 
the group. We actually need people who we can trust deeply and hold each other 
accountable as followers of Jesus. Yet, we need to be very careful about how we 
respond, especially to those who belong to Christ. Take a look at the first couple of 
verses from Romans 8. 
 
So now there is no condemnation for those who belong to Christ Jesus. And 
because you belong to him, the power of the life-giving Spirit has freed you from 
the power of sin that leads to death. 

       Romans 8:1-2 (New Living Translation)  

Jesus has no concept of insiders and outsiders in the fellowship of the church. Paul 
shares this idea that condemnation among believers is equal to sin and death. In the 
body of Christ, we need to be focused on building each other up and not tearing each 
other down. Telling someone the truth in love is a part of accountability and discipleship. 
Nothing that we do, say, or pray should make someone feel like an outsider.   
 
We also need to be careful on how we treat our neighbors and even strangers who are 
not yet part of the Christian community. Scott Sauls asks this very crucial question in his 
book, A Gentle Answer.  
 
 Have you ever meet a person who says they fell in love with Jesus because 
a religious person or group of religious people scolded them for their morals, 
their ethics, and their lifestyle choices? In all my years, I have yet to meet a man, 
woman, or child with such a story. But among the thousands of Christians that I 
do know, there are more than I could count who fell in love with Jesus because of 
the gentleness of Christ, as expressed to them through Christians. 
 
        (A Gentle Answer, page 55) 
 
The gentleness of Jesus calls us to be people of peace. This everlasting peace is 
calling us to put to death any walls of hostility. We need to stop scolding people and 
start loving people. We need to tear down walls between us and embody the everlasting 
peace that Jesus has brought to the world. When someone expresses their outrage to 
us, we need to respond with love and respect. We must resist the urge to retaliate with 
our own outrage. 
 
Our church is entering a time of the year that we are calling The Season of Giving. We 
are focusing on our Food Bank, Operation Christmas Child, Angel Tree, and our 
Alternative Christmas Market over the next couple of months. We must put to death any 
mentality that we are the insiders who have and the people receiving our gifts are the 
outsiders who have not. Every person on earth appreciates receiving a gift. Our gifts are 



a small sign of God’s everlasting peace in the midst of a world full of hostility and 
outrage. As the opportunities come in the days ahead to share signs of God’s peace, I 
hope that you will not miss that opportunity. As we give our gifts to others, I also hope 
that we will invite others into our church fellowship. God invites everyone to have the 
opportunity to experience His everlasting peace. How wonderful would it be for our 
church to be a place where so many people with different stories could come together 
and experience God’s peace in community together?  
 
 
 
Icebreaker I – What in this world brings you peace? What triggers you and robs you of 
that peace? 
 
Icebreaker II – Can you think of a time in your life when you felt like an outsider? How 
would you describe that experience? 
 
Icebreaker III – People from hundreds of different cultures comprise the household of 
God. What are a few things that we all have in common?                 
 
 
 

1. As a member of God’s household, you have lots of brothers and sisters. What 
would a church look like that was truly living out the vision of Ephesians 2:11-18? 

 
2. Think of a person you are at odds with. How does the peace that Jesus brings 

free you from resentment and bitterness? 
 

3. What “dividing wall” in our world would you most like to see come down? 
 

4. Before Jesus came, what problems did the Gentiles face?  
 

5. How do you think the practicing Jews felt when these Gentiles started coming to 
their church, but didn’t want to adopt the Jewish custom of circumcision? 
 

6. How has Christ destroyed hostility and made peace possible for all people? 
 

7. How would a person of a different background be accepted in your church? Your 
small group? 
 

8. If Paul wrote a letter to your church today, what stand would he take on issues 
that threaten to tear the church apart? 
 

9. What relationship in your life do you need to let Christ knock down walls and do a 
work of reconciliation? 
 

10. How can this group pray for you this week? 
  


