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Somebody once said, “The Lord loves a cheerful giver, but He’ll even accept it from a 
grouch!” That statement is both true and false at the same time. God does not need 
anything from us, and certainly does not want us to give Him anything begrudgingly. 
Instead, God invites us to join Him in experiencing the blessing of being a cheerful, 
generous, and voluntarily giver in every area of our lives. This point is made in the 
Apostle Paul’s letter to the Corinthian church.  
 
2 Corinthians 9:6-15: 

6 Remember this—a farmer who plants only a few seeds will get a small crop. But the one who 
plants generously will get a generous crop. 7 You must each decide in your heart how much to 
give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. “For God loves a person who gives 
cheerfully.” 8 And God will generously provide all you need. Then you will always have everything 
you need and plenty left over to share with others. 9 As the Scriptures say, 

“They share freely and give generously to the poor. 
    Their good deeds will be remembered forever.” 

10 For God is the one who provides seed for the farmer and then bread to eat. In the same way, 
he will provide and increase your resources and then produce a great harvest of generosity in 
you. 

11 Yes, you will be enriched in every way so that you can always be generous. And when we take 
your gifts to those who need them, they will thank God. 12 So two good things will result from this 
ministry of giving—the needs of the believers in Jerusalem will be met, and they will joyfully 
express their thanks to God. 

13 As a result of your ministry, they will give glory to God. For your generosity to them and to all 
believers will prove that you are obedient to the Good News of Christ. 14 And they will pray for you 
with deep affection because of the overflowing grace God has given to you. 15 Thank God for this 
gift too wonderful for words! 

GUIDING PRINCIPLE 
 
During the Apostle Paul’s final (3rd) missionary journey, he and some of his fellow 
Christian leaders were in the process of taking up an offering from the different 
churches for the badly impoverished Christians in the church in Jerusalem. The people 
in Jerusalem were already heavily taxed and many of the Christians lost their jobs once 
they became Christians, therefore, the Christian community was working together to 
relieve their poverty. Here in 2 Corinthians 8-9 Paul is encouraging the Corinthian 
church to give to this need and he does so here in chapter 9 by using the familiar 



imagery of a farmer out in his fields scattering seeds with the hope that he will have a 
great harvest. Have you tried your hand at being a farmer in your backyard? When I 
was a teenager, I wanted to try to grow something that we could harvest and eat. We 
went to the nursery and bought black-eyed pea seeds. My parents gave me a corner of 
our backyard and I set out to growing black-eyed peas. I remember babying them and 
watching them finally grow to the harvest. It was very exciting! We harvested those 
black-eyed peas and my mom told us we would have them for dinner. I couldn’t wait to 
enjoy my own harvest. Sure enough, when we sat down to eat the black-eyed peas 
were on the table. My mother then honestly told me that these were not the ones that 
we harvested. She had to replace ours with ones from the store because she cooked 
my peas all day long and for some unknown reason, they never got softer than pebbles. 
It was still a great learning experience. 
 
Something I did learn from the experience is that when planting seeds a farmer does 
not just plant one lonely seed and hope to get a great harvest. When sowing it is 
important to plant as many seeds as possible and then the chance of having a bumper 
crop is increased. Paul talks about the relationship between sowing and reaping, saying 
that how much we sow is in direction proportion to how much we will reap. That is 
common sense to a farmer and yet, in life, we often operate differently. Too often we 
want the best quality products for the least amount of effort, input, and expense on our 
behalf. Paul is saying that we will only get out of something what we put into it. As Frank 
Fried said: “Folks, the grass is not greener on that side of the fence.  And the grass is 
not greener on this side of the fence.  The grass is greener where you water it.” Jesus 
also said in Luke 6:38, “‘Give, and you will receive. Your gift will return to you in full 
pressed down, shaken together to make room for more, running over, and poured into 
your lap. The amount you give will determine the amount you get back.’” 
 
GOD PROVIDES THE SEED 
 
A very important part of this image of the farmer scattering seed for a great harvest is 
something that can easily be overlooked as it is only implied in this message. A key 
element in planting seeds for a harvest is that we have to have seeds in order to plant 
seed. God does not expect us to give what we do not have. God gives us the seed that 
we need, the resources, to sow into this church and into this world. As it says here in 2 
Corinthians 9, God will continually provide all that we need and with plenty of leftovers 
as well to give to those in need. God is only asking us to give from that which God has 
already given to us. 
 
In The Lord of the Rings: The Fellowship of the Ring, author J. R. R. Tolkien portrays 
the classic conflict between good and evil set in a mythical land called Middle Earth. 
After a great battle in ancient times, the Dark Lord Sauron was temporarily defeated and 
his most dreaded weapon, the Ring of Power, was lost for many ages. A Hobbit from 
the Shire named Bilbo Baggins finds the ring and, unaware of its true identity, passes it 
on to his nephew, Frodo, as part of an inheritance. Frodo Baggins (Elijah Wood), the 
hero, is full of humility and uncertainty as he embarks on an epic quest to destroy the 
Dark Lord's most powerful tool—the Ring. In one scene, Bilbo converses with his wise 



and trusted friend Gandalf about departing on a long journey and leaving his inheritance 
behind for Frodo. The Ring is part of that inheritance, and ever so subtly the Ring 
begins to exert itself on Biblo, as it does with everyone who comes near it.   
 
As Gandalf encourages Bilbo to leave behind the Ring, Bilbo grasps it and clamors, "It's 
mine! My own! My precious. What business is it of yours what I do with my own affairs?" 
Bilbo casts a suspicious eye on Gandalf and accuses, "You want it for yourself!" 
Firmly, Gandalf responds, "Bilbo Baggins, do not take me for some conjurer of cheap 
tricks. I'm not trying to rob you. I am trying to help you. All your long years we've been 
friends. Trust me, as you once did. Let it go." Gradually Bilbo's defiance fades, and he 
embraces Gandalf, saying, "You're right Gandalf, the Ring must go." As 2 Corinthians 
9:8 says, all that God has given us is meant to be used to take care of our needs and to 
be generously sown for God in His church and in the world. When we only use it for 
ourselves, selfishly hoarding it, it becomes distorted, and then it eats away at our lives 
as we selfishly cling to it as Bilbo did to the evil ring. It is interesting to realize that all 
that we have, our bodies, our minds, our intellect, our finances, our families, our jobs, 
our time, talents, gifts, and so much more all belong to God who has given it to us, and 
He only asks for us to use a portion of it to give away through tithing through the church 
and to touch the needs of those in the world. What’s so difficult about that unless we are 
clinging too tightly to the things of this world? 
 
VOLUNTARY, GENEROUS, CHEERFUL GIVING 
 
We all know that if a farmer has all the seed needed and the fields are prepared, at just 
the right time, with great excitement she or he will plant voluntarily, generously, and 
cheerfully. Paul says here in 2 Corinthians 9:7, “You must each decide in your heart 
how much to give. And don’t give reluctantly or in response to pressure. ‘For God loves 
a person who gives cheerfully.’” Now that we know that all that we have is from God, 
God expects us to come to Him and prayerfully ask God what He would have us give of 
all the resources in our lives and then give it generously, cheerfully, and voluntarily. God 
does not want us to give it all begrudgingly. When a sudden storm blew up at sea, a 
young woman, leaning against the ship’s rail, lost her balance and was thrown 
overboard.  Immediately another figure plunged into the waves beside her and held her 
up until a lifeboat rescued them. To everyone’s astonishment the hero was the oldest 
man on the voyage. That evening he was given a party in honor of his bravery. 
“Speech! Speech!” the other passengers cried. The old gentleman rose slowly and 
looked around at the enthusiastic gathering. “There’s just one thing I’d like to know,” he 
said testily. “Who pushed me?” God does not want to push us to serve and sacrifice our 
time and give our finances for God. A true servant of God gives to God naturally, 
generously, and cheerfully with the greatest of diligence in light of all that God has given 
to us. 
 
The giving that we do is in response to all that God has given us. That’s what Paul 
meant when he finished this section in 2 Corinthians 9:15 saying, “Thank God for this 
gift too wonderful for words!” God did not hold back in giving us His best. When we 
understand what God has given us in Jesus, it is only natural to give back to God. God 



loves us even though we do not deserve it. God accepts us just the way that we are 
even through the darkest parts of each one of us. God forgives us even though we can 
do nothing to deserve it. Why would anyone then give begrudgingly to God? Therefore, 
God does not receive gifts from those who give begrudgingly or out of obligation or guilt. 
Someone once said that there are 3 kinds of givers – the flint, the sponge, and the 
honeycomb. To get anything out of a flint you must hammer it. And then you get only 
chips and sparks. To get water out of a sponge you must squeeze it, and the more you 
use pressure, the more you will get. But the honeycomb just overflows with its own 
sweetness. Which kind of giver are we? God is not going to beat us with a hammer or 
squeeze us to get more out of us. God wants to continue to fill us with His great riches 
in order that we may continue to overflow into the lives of others in order that His people 
and this world might experience His rich love. We are rich, and as such, we then can 
give generously to God, His church, and the world all the riches that God has given us. 
God does indeed love a generous, cheerful giver. As Deuteronomy 15:10 says, “Give 
generously to the poor, not grudgingly, for the LORD your God will bless you in 
everything you do.” 
 
HARVEST 
 
When we handle our wealth as God directs us to by taking care of our needs and then 
giving voluntarily, generously, and cheerfully, God promises a great harvest from our 
giving. The end result of generously planting seeds and caring for them is that a great 
harvest will one day come. If we then give back to God voluntarily, cheerfully, 
generously all the riches that God has given us we will be a blessing to God, the church, 
the world, and we ourselves will be blessed. When we give of all our resources to God: 
time, talents, gifts and so much more we are then a blessing and then blessed. There 
are so many ways that we then experience God’s blessings in our lives. Someone put it 
this way: When we sow generously and cheerfully, 1. It blesses the heart by making it 
receptive to God’s will. 2. It blesses the life by lifting it to a higher plane of grace. 3. It 
blesses the hands by making them willing to do God’s work. 4. It blesses the mind by 
giving it the satisfaction of doing the right thing. 5. It blesses the nine-tenths that 
remains because God has been honored. 6. It blesses the individual by giving her or 
him a part in God’s worldwide program of work. 7. It blesses the church by enabling it to 
carry out a greater ministry. God is so gracious to us by allowing us to join Him in His 
great work in the world by investing in God’s work with our minds, our bodies, our 
finances, our possessions, our time, our lives. In so doing we experience the blessing of 
joining God in His great, kingdom work. We then have the satisfaction to know that God 
used us to care for the needs of others. We grow spiritually to be more like Jesus when 
we give generously and sacrificially as Jesus gave His life generously and sacrificially. 
As Victor Hugo once said, “As the purse is emptied, the heart is filled.”  
             
In Malachi 3:10-12, God says to us this morning, “10 ‘Bring all the tithes into the 
storehouse so there will be enough food in my Temple. If you do,’ says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies, ‘I will open the windows of heaven for you. I will pour out a blessing 
so great you won’t have enough room to take it in! Try it! Put me to the test! 11 Your 
crops will be abundant, for I will guard them from insects and disease. Your grapes will 



not fall from the vine before they are ripe,’ says the LORD of Heaven’s Armies. 12 ‘Then 
all nations will call you blessed, for your land will be such a delight,’ says the LORD of 
Heaven’s Armies.” It is impossible to out give God. Try and see. God is a smart 
businessperson. He knows that if a person is faithful with what she or he has been 
given then He will give that person even more so they can continue to be a blessing. 
Proverbs 11:24-25, “Give freely and become more wealthy; be stingy and lose 
everything. 25 The generous will prosper; those who refresh others will themselves be 
refreshed.” 
 
What I love about this message from 2 Corinthians is how positive a light it puts on our 
giving. God is not looking for people to give out of obligation, begrudgingly as if we are 
legalistically trying to do what we have to do. God is allowing us to give voluntarily, 
cheerfully, and generously to His great work. We get to join God in His work. We do not 
have to do it. What a privilege, what a blessing! I must say to, Killearn, to all of you who 
have done so during this year, you have far exceeded expectations and the ministry of 
our church has been greatly blessed by your faithful service and financial giving. We 
could not have had a better year and I am so hopeful that next year will exceed all 
expectations based on your faithful, voluntary, cheerful, generous giving. Steward 
packets are being sent out to you and next week we hope and pray you will make a 
pledge to God’s work here at Killearn . . . . May God make us conduits of His blessing in 
His ongoing work of bringing His kingdom into this world. 
 
 
Icebreaker I – Have you ever harvested food from your own garden? If so, what was 
that experience like? 
 
Icebreaker II – Have you ever found yourself clinging too tightly to your money, 
possessions, or time? Would you consider yourself a “flint, sponge or honeycomb?” 
 
Icebreaker III – Have you considered where you will serve at Killearn UMC in 2022? 
 

1. By “sowing and reaping” imagery, is Paul saying that if you give $100 you will get 
$1,000? Why or why not? 

2. For what purpose will God materially bless these people? 
3. How does generosity effect righteousness, and the ever-widening circles of 

people giving thanks to God? 
4. How is giving contagious? How does it reflect God’s grace? 
5. Why is being able to receive also important? 
6. What have you reaped by being generous to others? 
7. How can God’s promise in verse 8 enable you to be more generous? To 

persevere in your work? 
8. How do generosity and financial planning and responsibility fit together?  

  
  


