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The founder of our denomination, John Wesley, once preached a sermon entitled, “The 
Use of Money”, where he proposed what he called, “3 plain rules.” You may have heard 
it before where he taught that when it comes to money each one of us are to “Earn all 
you can. Save all you can. Give all you can.” That is some of the most balanced, wise, 
timely advice for us still today, some 300 years later. Not only does our founder have 
very wise advice for handling our finances and possessions but even more importantly 
the Bible actually has a lot of timeless wisdom for how to handle our finances and our 
possessions in such a way that they can either be a blessing or a curse. Today we turn 
to a parable where Jesus warns His listeners to not allow our finances and possessions 
to be a curse but instead Jesus states how we can get rich and use our possessions 
and finances to be a blessing.  
 
Luke 12:13-21 

13 Then someone called from the crowd, “Teacher, please tell my brother to divide our father’s 
estate with me.” 

14 Jesus replied, “Friend, who made me a judge over you to decide such things as that?” 15 Then 
he said, “Beware! Guard against every kind of greed. Life is not measured by how much you 
own.” 

16 Then he told them a story: “A rich man had a fertile farm that produced fine crops. 17 He said to 
himself, ‘What should I do? I don’t have room for all my crops.’ 18 Then he said, ‘I know! I’ll tear 
down my barns and build bigger ones. Then I’ll have room enough to store all my wheat and 
other goods. 19 And I’ll sit back and say to myself, “My friend, you have enough stored away for 
years to come. Now take it easy! Eat, drink, and be merry!”’ 

20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! You will die this very night. Then who will get everything you 
worked for?’ 

21 “Yes, a person is a fool to store up earthly wealth but not have a rich relationship with God.” 

 

WARNING AGAINST GREED 

Here in Luke 12, Jesus was just teaching the crowd about the dangers of hypocrisy 
when all of a sudden, a man speaks up within the crowd about a family problem that 
had absolutely nothing to do with Jesus’ teaching. It seems he had something more 
important on his mind than listening to Jesus’ teaching. The man asks Jesus to tell his 
brother to give him his share of his inheritance. Apparently, in this story the father had 



died without a will. There was an estate that was held by the two brothers. The law said 
that the oldest son was to receive a double portion of the inheritance and was 
responsible for dividing up the rest after his father’s death. This younger brother wanted 
his share of the estate. The reason the younger brother brings this to Jesus is that 
Jesus was considered to be a rabbi who were experts of Jewish law and as such were 
called upon to give a ruling about legal matters. Jesus does not give the man the 
answer he was looking for but instead Jesus takes this opportunity to teach about the 
heart of the problem with the world then and today when it comes to our finances and 
our possessions. Jesus then tells the crowd a parable of a man who was already rich 
and then had a phenomenal year with his crops. His harvest was so big that his barns 
could not contain it. He then decided to go ahead and tear down his barns so that he 
could build bigger ones that could store the harvest. Jesus was painting a picture of a 
man who already was wealthy and had far more than he needed or even could use for 
himself but because of his greed for more he made a way to keep it all for himself. The 
Merriam-Webster definition describes greed as “a selfish and excessive desire for 
more of something than is needed.” 

 
Jesus, and numerous passages in the Bible have some very serious things to say about 
greed. One example is found in Ephesians 5:3 which says, “Let there be no sexual 
immorality, impurity, or greed among you. Such sins have no place among God’s 
people.” Greed is lumped in with obvious sins of immorality. Why? God hates the 
destructive force of greed. 1 Timothy 6:9-11 points to the destructive force of greed 
when it says, “9 But people who long to be rich fall into temptation and are trapped by 
many foolish and harmful desires that plunge them into ruin and destruction. 10 For the 
love of money is the root of all kinds of evil. And some people, craving money, have 
wandered from the true faith and pierced themselves with many sorrows.” When greed 
takes over in our lives it leaves a wake of destruction as it leads us to become overly 
self-centered where life becomes all about me and mine with very little regard for the 
needs and feelings of others. Greedy people then have a lack of empathy for others’ 
feelings and needs. Therefore, they then have little problem with the blight and hurt of 
others so long as they themselves are comfortable.  Greed then has a strong desire for 
more and more wealth, power, and possessions which then turns into envy that not only 
wants more but wants to take away from what others have. Greed people are also 
never satisfied which means they never really fully enjoy or appreciate what they have 
and instead discover that their pursuit for more leads to dissatisfaction, of them even 
being more anxious with the more they have because it just doesn’t satisfy like they 
thought it would. Along with this greedy people’s pursuit of their material needs, knows 
no limits. They will compromise moral values, ethics, their health, their family to get 
even more. We then become the victims of our own greed.  

One of the most destructive results of greed is what it does to our relationship with God. 
Paul also said about greed in Colossians 3:5, “So put to death the sinful, earthly things 
lurking within you. Have nothing to do with sexual immorality, impurity, lust, and evil 
desires. Don’t be greedy, for a greedy person is an idolater, worshiping the things of this 
world.” Paul tells us that greed is actually a form of idolatry. We love the things of this 
world more than we do God and in so doing our possessions and our finances can 



separate us from our relationship with God. The sad part of this is that many of us 
wrestle with greed and we are blind to it. Tim Keller wrote these wise words for us to 
consider in his book, Counterfeit Gods, “Some years ago I was doing a seven-part 
series of talks on the Seven Deadly Sins at a men's breakfast. My wife, Kathy, told me, 
‘I'll bet that the week you deal with greed will be the lowest attendance.’ She was right. 
People packed it out for ‘Lust’ and ‘Wrath’ and even for ‘Pride.’ But nobody thinks they 
are greedy. As a pastor I've had people come to me and confess that they struggle with 
almost every kind of sin. Almost. I cannot recall anyone ever coming to me and saying, 
‘I spend too much money on myself. I think my greedy lust for money is harming my 
family, my soul, and people around me.’ Greed hides itself from the victim. The money 
god's modus operandi includes blindness to your own heart.” 

HAVE A RICH RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD 

We know the problem, what then is the answer to this greed that overtake any of our 
lives? Jesus says that the first and most important key to overcoming the grip of greed 
in our lives is for us to not pursue being materially and financial rich, but it is to HAVE A 

RICH RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD. In other words, it all boils down to this, it’s either greed or 
God. God does not make room for the idol of greed in our lives. We all come into this 
world as sinners who have a God-sized void in our lives that we are constantly trying to 
fill. Only God can fill that void. Nothing in this world can do so. Only God can ultimately 
give us the fulfillment, satisfaction, peace, and joy that all of our restless souls are 
desperately looking to fill. St. Augustine described it this way, “My soul is restless until it 
rests in thee.” Instead of hungering and thirsting for the things of this world we are to be 
like the Psalmist who wrote in Psalm 42:1-2, “As the deer longs for streams of water, so 
I long for you, O God. I thirst for God, the living God.” Do we have that kind of thirst for 
God, that kind of passion for God? If we do then everything else in our lives will fall into 
its proper place. Our possessions will no longer possess us because God is far more 
valuable to us than stuff in our lives. After Jesus shared this parable he then turned to 
His disciples and said to them in Luke 12:29-31, “‘And don’t be concerned about what to 
eat and what to drink. Don’t worry about such things. These things dominate the 
thoughts of unbelievers all over the world, but your Father already knows your needs. 
Seek the Kingdom of God above all else, and he will give you everything you need.’” 
Make God the center of your life, allow Him to fill that void in your life, and everything 
else in your life will fall into its proper place.  
 
INVESTING IN THE KINGDOM OF GOD THROUGH TITHING 
 
Please note that Jesus does not teach in this parable against having possessions, 
money, and even being rich. Instead, if we will pursue being rich in our relationship with 
God it will change how we handle our wealth and all our possessions. All that we have 
will then be blessings from God not only for us but for the benefit of the Kingdom of 
God. We will then use all that we have as God instructs us to do so. One way that 
pursue the Kingdom of God above all else with our finances is through INVESTING IN THE 

KINGDOM OF GOD THROUGH TITHING. God has blessed us with all our finances, our 
wealth, our possessions, and God then requires us to use it according to His will and 
that simply is to return just 10% of it back to God through the local church where we 



worship and call home. Tithing given to the church then enables the church to do God’s 
Kingdom work in the church and in the world. This is God’s will and God’s plan for us. A 
4-year-old was in church when the wine and wafers were passed out. His mother 
leaned over and told him that he was not old enough to partake in Communion. Later, 
when the collection plate came by, his mother again leaned over and tried to coax a 
nickel out of his clenched fist. He held firm and shouted, "If I can't eat, I won't pay." I 
know there are many reasons why people do not tithe such as they are in debt and live 
from check to check, others don’t do so because too many churches and ministries 
have not handled their finances properly, others just don’t know what the Bible teaches 
about tithing, and others just don’t want to because they love their money, and others 
just don’t trust that God will take care of them if they give. The truth is that the Bible’s 
call to tithe is found in the Old Testament and the New Testament alike and when we 
are obedient to God’s will to do so we then show God that we love Him more than our 
possessions, our finances, our wealth. If we will do so it will definitely loosen the grip of 
our wealth over us and discover the truth to the words of Winston Churchill, who once 
said, “You make a living by what you get. You make a life by what you give.” 
 
SHARING WITH THOSE IN NEED 
 
The second way that Jesus every so subtly teaches how to release our grip from greed 
in our lives is through SHARING WITH THOSE IN NEED. This rich farmer was blessed with a 
lot of very rich land that brought about more than he needed or could ever use on 
himself. He was blessed with great riches and then had a choice of what to do with it. 
He had a choice and chose using it all on himself and ignoring the needs of those 
hurting around him. It all just sat in his barn going to waste. The Bible is crystal clear on 
what to do with all the surpluses. Deuteronomy 24:19-21 says, “19‘When you are 
harvesting your crops and forget to bring in a bundle of grain from your field, don’t go 
back to get it. Leave it for the foreigners, orphans, and widows. Then the LORD your 
God will bless you in all you do. 20 When you beat the olives from your olive trees, don’t 
go over the boughs twice. Leave the remaining olives for the foreigners, orphans, and 
widows. 21 When you gather the grapes in your vineyard, don’t glean the vines after they 
are picked. Leave the remaining grapes for the foreigners, orphans, and widows.’” In 
other words, don’t hoard all your riches for yourself that you don’t need, instead, use the 
blessings that God has given you to be a blessing to others who have far less than you 
do and in so doing you will be blessed beyond your imagination. 
 
Hundreds of years ago, St. Basil, offered these challenging words for us to consider. He 
wrote, “What keeps you from giving now? Isn't the poor man there? Aren't your own 
warehouses full? Isn't the reward promised? The command is clear: the hungry man is 
dying now, the naked man is freezing now, the man in debt is beaten now--and you 
want to wait until tomorrow? ‘I'm not doing any harm,’ you say, ‘I just want to keep what 
I own, that's all.’ Your own! If everyone took only what he needed and gave the rest to 
those in need there would be no such thing as rich or poor. After all, didn't you come 
into life naked, and won't you return naked to the earth?” 
The greatest example that we have of living this kind of life is see in the life of Jesus. 2 
Corinthians 8:9 points that out as it says, “You know the generous grace of our Lord 



Jesus Christ. Though he was rich, yet for your sakes he became poor, so that by his 
poverty he could make you rich.” Jesus, being God, gave everything, not just a tithe, not 
just a little to help the poor, but His entire life when He became one of us and brought 
God’s love to us and then gave His all for us. 
 
 
Icebreaker I – How does the quote, “Earn all you can. Save all you can. Give all you 
can” resonate with you? 
 
Icebreaker II – Have you ever experienced “a selfish and excessive desire for more of 
something than is needed?” (Food, money, possessions…?) 
 

1. Why do you save money? Are you saving for retirement? To buy more expensive 
cars or toys? To be secure? 

2. What was Jesus’ warning against in verse 15 when He said, “Watch out!”? 
3. What problem did the man in this parable face? What was his solution? 
4. Why was God’s reaction to the rich man so severe? 
5. What is Jesus saying in this story? 
6. What is your reaction to “a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his 

possessions”? 
7. What was your ambition in life when you were 18 years old? What is your 

greatest ambition now? 
8. How would you like to be remembered? 
9. How pervasive is the attitude, “Take life easy, eat, drink, and be merry” in our 

society? How can this attitude affect your relationship with God? 
10. In what way can you be “rich toward God?” 

  
 
  
  
  
  
  


