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Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:  Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Summer Newsletter 
Schedule

During the months of June, 
July and August, The First-
Centenarian will be distributed 
bi-weekly:

July 8
July 22

August 5
August 19

Beginning September 2, The 
First-Centenarian will go back 
to its weekly distribution. 

VBS 2022  
June 27 - July 1

Scan the QR code to register!

You are invited to
An American Celebration

Sunday, July 3 
9:45 - 10:20 a.m.
in the Sanctuary

Uplifting patriotic music, 
Songs of America by brass quintet, 

choir, strings, organ and piano.

   Celebrate
      America!

Sunday, July 3
9:45-10:20 a.m.

It’s a Grand Old Flag, God 
Bless America, This is My 
Country – these and more 
Patriotic favorites will be 
presented this Sunday morning 
as we celebrate America.  You’ll 
hear marches by the brass, and 
you’ll tap your toes to tunes by 
the fi ddle band. 

Fun for all, as well as solemn 
moments in remembrance of 
those who gave their lives for our 
nation. 

Join us, sing along with the 
choir, and celebrate!

Please join us in prayers 
for God’s Monumental VBS.  
We cannot wait to see what He has 

in store for our children as we spend 
a week focusing solely on Jesus!

Scan t
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It’s offi  cially SUMMER and the First Kids 
are ready to make some waves!  What 
you do today can change the world 
around you!

The fruit the Holy Spirit produces 
is love, joy and peace.  It is being 
patient, kind and good.  It is being 
faithful and gentle and having control of 
oneself.   ~ Galatians 5:22-23a, NIrV

• Love others because God loves you.  • Choose joy no matter 
what’s going on.  • You can help others make peace. • Be patient 
with each other.

CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)
Which meant that the manager had to come over and it was a whole 
ordeal.  I was frustrated, not because it was taking too long but 
because this mother was not going to have the food she needed for 
her family.  One by one baggies of carrots, mangos, bananas, and 
avocados were removed from her order.

Once her EBT card processed, I asked the cashier to quickly ring 
up the produce so I could get it to her before she left.  $43.56.  Not 
much in the grand scheme of things but enough to keep this mother 
from adequately feeding her family.  

I know that many of us have noticed trips to the grocery store 
and gas station are more expensive than they used to be but rather 
than complaining about it to family and friends or posting snarky 
comments on Facebook, what if we began to look for opportunities 
to spread kindness, joy, and generosity in unexpected ways and 
unexpected times.  This young mother was shocked when I told her 
that I was a pastor and that I wanted to make sure that she got what 
she thought her kids needed.  

I was so thankful that God decided to teach me a lesson out of 
my frustration.  My hope and prayer for each of us is that we might 
become agents of God’s grace and movement in our everyday lives.

In Christ, Will

A few weeks 
ago I was 
getting ready 
to check out 
at the grocery 
store and I did 
what many of 
us do as you 
approach the 
register:  evaluate which line 
you think is going to be the 
shortest.  Looking to see who 
has the least amount of items 
in their buggy, which cashier is 
moving the fastest, and which 
lane has someone bagging.  I 
made my choice and as soon 
as someone else got behind 
I realized that I had made the 
wrong choice!  The bagger 
left, the cashier changed, and 
the lady in front of me had 
divided her buggy into THREE 
separate orders.  I only had 
a few items so I found myself 
starting to get frustrated as I 
knew that Christina and Luke 
were waiting out in the car.

Well, God did what God 
often does, which is turn my 
moments of frustrations into 
lessons and opportunities of 
service.  I watched the fi rst 
order go through. It was broken 
up perfectly to be paid with 
by a debit card.  You could 
tell that there was a moment 
of worry while she waited for 
it to clear.  The second order 
was similar.  She had it broken 
up within pennies of the cash 
that she had.  The fi nal section 
was mostly bread, milk, fruits, 
and veggies.  And she was 
paying with her EBT card.  Her 
stress was building with every 
movement of the cashier as the 
total climbed higher and higher 
and when the moment came 
to pay over half of her fruits 
and veggies were not covered. 
They had to be removed. 

CLERGY CORNERORRNNEERR

Dr. Will Lauderback

 JOIN US ON SUNDAYS!
• Sunday School @ 9:30-10:30 a.m.
• First Kids Virtual Sunday Lesson Video links will be posted 

on Sunday morning, beginning @ 9 a.m. for you to show your 
children when it fi ts best in your family’s schedule.  (Pick your own 
family God time!)

• Children’s Worship begins at 11 a.m., for both PreK Worship 
and Elem Worship.  All children attending First Kids worship will be 
picked up from “Big Church” after the Children’s Moment.

Interested in visiting the Holy Land?
I am considering a trip to the Holy Land January 24 through February 

2, 2023.  There is also a possibility of a four day extension to Petra. 
There will be an information session in the Kate Lyle West Chapel 

on Sunday, June 26, after the morning worship services. 
– Dr. C. Mark Gooden
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United Methodist Women, now United Women 
in Faith, is sponsoring our yearly Mission u event.

This year, as we study Luke 13, we fi nd ourselves 
in a period of disruption and uncertainty. In the 
midst of a devastating pandemic, divisive political 
climate, unaddressed systemic racism, ecological 
crises and economic turmoil, we turn to the stories 
of Jesus that have anchored Christian communities 
for two millennia.

Our hope is that we will leave Mission u with a 
bigger and broader vision of the community Christ 
is calling us to be in times of loss, grief and massive 
disruption.  What would be possible if we tend to 
the needs of our communities in small yet radical 
ways, as Jesus did in Luke 13?

Our newly designed Mission u 2022 is more 
fl exible and intergenerational than ever— with 
curricula for youth, children and adults focused 
on the 13th chapter of the Gospel of Luke.  
BOOKS WILL NOT BE AVAILABLE FOR 
PURCHASE DURING THE EVENT.  You may 
purchase a book from UMW: eCommerce Website 
(umwmissionresources.org), Amazon or your 
favorite online store before the event.  Register for 
2022 Mission u online at  https://holston-reg.brtapp.
com/Missionu2022

Support Susannah’s House, 
Mission u Hands-on Project 

Susannah’s House, Knoxville, TN is an Intensive 
Outpatient Recovery Program for mothers in 
recovery. We exist to serve the spiritual, physical, and 
emotional needs of mothers and their children.  They 
provide a nurturing and therapeutic environment for 
individuals and families to achieve sobriety, enhance 
mother and child relationships, and build better life 
skills while promoting spiritual growth.

Items needed are • Construction Paper • Elmers 
Glue Sticks (the disappearing purple kind for 
preschool) • Paper Towels • Paper plates 
• 12-16 oz paper cups (not styrofoam) • Copy paper 
• Sticky Notes • Rubber Bands • College Ruled 
spiral notebooks (single subject) • Kleenex tissue

Leave items in red 
collection barrels in 
the Welcome Center 
and Oak Street 
Center lobby. FIRST-CENTENARY UMC

The Centenary students taking art lessons 
from 1980’s Centenary student 
Five high school girls are taking an 

art class this summer organized by 
Charlie Newton.  

During last 
Friday’s class, 
the day’s teacher, 
artist Jerry Allen, 
noticed our 
t-shirts and said, 
“I used to go to 
The Centenary!” 

Thank you for 
supporting this 
ministry for 55 years and playing a role in the lives of 
future Chattanooga artists and leaders!



FIRST-CENTENARY UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
P. O. Box 208
Chattanooga, TN  37401

SUNDAY WORSHIP
June 26, 20122

3rd Sunday After Pentecost

Sanctuary at 8:30 & 10:45
Next in Line 

2 Kings 2:1-15
Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Next in Line 

2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Dr. Will Lauderback

Reading from the Lectionary
2 Kings 2:1-2, 6-14
Psalm 77:1-2, 11-20

Galatians 5:1, 13-25   Luke 9:51-62

Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden – 
Felt Like Giving Up Lately?

Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Mustard Tree Worship at 5 p.m.
in The Vine – Rev. Barry Kidwell

July 3, 2022
4th Sunday After Pentecost

No 8:30 a.m. 
Sanctuary Service on July 3.

Sanctuary at 10:45
Miraculous Happens 

Through Simple Things 
2 Kings 5:1-4

Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Miraculous Happens 

Through Simple Things 
2 Kings 5:1-4

Rev. Will Lauderback

Reading from the Lectionary
2 Kings 5:1-14    Psalm 30

Galatians 6:(1-6) 7-16
Luke 10:1-11, 16-20

Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden – 
Next in Line

Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

Mustard Tree Worship at 5 p.m.
in The Vine – Rev. Barry Kidwell
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419 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN   
37402 
Dr. C. Mark Gooden,
Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021
www.fi rstcentenary.com

Rev. Kidwell Receives 
the Denman Evangelism Award

The Denman 
Evangelism Awards 
for 2020 and 2022 
were presented by 
the Rev. Ray Amos, 
Chair of the Witness 
Ministry Team.  
(There are no 2021 
awards.)  Delayed by 
the pandemic, the 2020 awards were presented to the 
Rev. Barry Kidwell (clergy), Whitney Winston (lay), and 
Stoan Adams (youth). The 2022 awards were presented 
to the Rev. Larry Trotter (clergy) and Marva Clark 
Hickman (lay). 


