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From the Senior Pastor
Dear Friends,
In John 20:1-31, Jesus had arisen 

from the dead and comes to His 
disciples who were hiding behind 
locked doors.  When Jesus showed 
up in their presence He said:  
“Peace be with you”. Jesus then 
showed those present His hands 
and feet and says:  “I give you my 
peace”.  Then, as Brian McClaren 
points out in the book: We Make 
the Road by Walking, that Jesus did 
three things to change those of us 
who desire to follow Him forever.  
Jesus sends the disciples out in 
mission, gave disciples power to 
forgive, and breathed on them the 
Holy Spirit.  As McClaren writes:  “Of course this reminded all of us of 
the story of Genesis when God breathed life into Adam and Eve.  It 
was a new beginning; he was telling us.  It was a new Genesis, and 
we were to be the prototypes of a new kind of human community.”

Jesus told those present with him, and off ers that message to us 
too, that community is important.  We need God and we need each 
other.  During this Pandemic, the one thing that became clear to me 
was that without each other we begin to lose perspective on who we 
are and whose we are.  It is in community that we remind each other 
who we are and whose we are.  Community is vital to our Christian 
walk with God and each other.  Therefore, we are celebrating 
Community on August 15th. 

Our theme for the day will be, Let’s Gather.  On the 15th, we will 
have services at 10:45 in the sanctuary and The Vine and then a 
service at 5 p.m. in The Vine.

After the 10:45 Worship services, there will be a free catered meal in 
the Oak Street Center parking lot.  We will have a tent set up outside 
but if it is too hot and uncomfortable, there will be seating available 
in the Oak Street Center. After you have eaten, we will have an art 
display, a photo station, and information table for Sunday School 
classes and small groups.  There will also be infl atables for children, 
a dedicated jump house for toddlers, a dunk tank, and a Blessing 
Ball Drop.  You may be asking what is a Blessing Ball Drop?  Well, 
children youth and adults will write a blessing on a ball of something 
good that has come out of the Pandemic.  Then we will gather and 
shower (Drop) these blessings from a high place symbolizing the 
overfl owing blessings of God in our lives.  These blessing balls can be 
taken home to celebrate and remember how God has blessed us as 
a church family and as individuals!  So, let’s gather on August 15th to 
worship, fellowship, and give thanks to God! 

~~ Mark

Sunday, August 1
and August 8

 Worship Will be Special
Your clergy and worship 

leaders have been refl ecting and 
planning worship for our church 
family the fi rst two Sundays of 
August.  Both 10:45 services 
on these days will be deeply 
meaningful, we believe, and 
we hope you will accept our 
invitation to be with us. 

August 1 will be a time of 
naming our losses and sharing 
as a community in a creative 
experience of prayer in which all 
ages may participate. It will be 
a few moments of remembering 
and sharing our common grief. 
To prepare, we invite you to 
refl ect on all that has changed 
for us during the 15 months of 
this worldwide COVID pandemic, 
both personally and for our 
community. You will want to 
think about what has been lost 
to you, whether dear people, 
experiences, hopes and dreams, 
patterns of living.  What have 
been the repercussions in our 
church family life and in our 
community?  Consider the 
things that changed for you, or 
that you lost or willingly let go.  
Additionally, what has God been 
teaching you that is important? 
What changes you have decided 
to make? What did this year 
mean to you?  Talk about these 
things with your children in order 
to prepare them to participate. 

August 8 will be a time to give 
attention to God’s healing of 
our spirits and our hearts.  We 
will end our services with the 
Celebration of Holy Communion 
and also have the opportunity 
for anointing with oil for healing 

(continued on Page 2)
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CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)
our blessings He has given us, we are to help bring good fortune 
and a good future to those we encounter.  James 2:!5-16 challenges 
us Christians to respond in faith and action when we see someone 
in need rather than saying to them “bless you, be warmed and fi lled” 
and not doing anything about it.  This passage calls us to help them 
to have good fortune and a good future.

Faith and blessing are more than just words, they are truly 
measured by the deeds they compel us to.  When I want to be 
reminded about faith and blessing, I re-read the book of James.  It 
usually convicts me.  

Geaux Tigers, Barry

Will asked 
me to preach 
The Vine 
service while 
he was on 
vacation.  The 
scripture was 
Hebrews 11,  
The Hall of Fame for the people 
of faith in the Bible.  Something 
I have realized that this 
passage says is that they had 
earned a reputation because 
of their faith.  Basically, they 
were known for their faith.  I 
have been kicking that around 
in my own head for a minute, 
thinking about some of those 
Bible characters.  Jacob is one 
of those characters that the 
writer lists.  We are told that 
at the end of his life he got all 
of Joseph’s sons together and 
blessed them.  That is good, 
but one of the things that Jacob 
did stands out to me a little 
stronger than that.  

Genesis 47 tells us that when 
they got relocated to Egypt, 
Joseph brought his father Jacob 
to Pharoah.  When he did, Jacob 
“blessed” Pharoah.  Isn’t that 
what the Christian life should 
be about?  It should be about 
passing on blessings to others, 
whether they be Christian or 
not, or think like us or not.  Israel 
was called to be a blessing to 
the world, and I believe that 
Christians are called to be a 
blessing to the world. 

 In Genesis 12:1, God makes 
a promise to Abram, saying, “I 
will make of you a great nation, 
and I will bless you and make 
your name great, so that you 
will be a blessing.” That word 
“blessing” here in Hebrew is 
barak, and it means to bring 
good fortune and a good future.  
Obviously, God means that with 
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Rev. Barry Kidwell

and prayer. We hope these will 
be meaningful experiences with 
the Holy Spirit for you and look 
forward to having you with us.

We will come together then 
on August 15 in worship to 
celebrate where we are as a 
church family.  Look for more to 
come about this day!  ~~ Laura

August 1 and 8 (continued)

Thank you from Romania
Dear friends of the ministry in the Villages in Romania,
I just want to thank you for your care, prayer and all your support 

for this ministry. I want to say that we receive all of this as a response 
to prayer and we see the faithfulness of our Lord Jesus to fulfi l all His 
plans for this ministry.  I am really glad that He put us together, to serve 
His Kingdom needs and I pray that all of us will receive “on that day”, 
His reward as I know that He is just and His reward is something that 
no one can take it from us!

Mustard Tree 
Ministries will have a 
Back to School Bash
in East Lake Courts and 
College Hill Courts this 
year.  If you would like 

to help with donations of school 
supplies, please bring those 
to the Welcome Center.  Also, 
you can help on the day we 
distribute.  Will get those dates 
and times out soon.  Thanks.

Barry Kidwell

Artist:  One who creates.  Is that you?
 During the last year did you fi nd healing, comfort, or joy in 

creating? • Painting • sewing • music • photography • writing • carving 
• woodworking • quilting.  Your church family would love to see what 
you've created!  Will you share with us?  

 During August, we will display our works of art for all to enjoy.  If 
you are willing, contact Donna Palmer at dsbpsych@gmail.com.
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VBS 2021 fi lled our cups 
with so much JOY this week!  
Children and volunteers alike 
experienced God together.  We 
soaked up Paul’s stories about 
how much Jesus loves us and 
helps us with everything we do 
… including telling other people 
about God! 

We visited the Marketplace 
shops and tasted Greek food!  
We spent the week working together to bless those around us:  making sack lunches 
for the homeless for the Mustard Tree Ministries to hand out, stuffi  ng Blessing Bags to 
keep in our cars for anyone we may see that is in need, and measuring out beans for 
Soup Jars to surprise our homebound church members and let them know we care.

We sang our little hearts out to our amazing God and 
learned sign language to go with our Bible verses.   And 
we participated in the Olympics!!  It’s amazing how God 
stuff s so much JOY in one tiny week just to show us 
how much He loves us!  We had 66 volunteers share 
their time and their hearts during VBS.  Thank you to 
everyone who had a part in making this week happen!

2021 Vacation Bible School

The Children’s Enrichment Center is looking 
for energetic, dedicated, dependable and caring 
individuals to work with 
children ages 10 weeks 
to 2 years of age. Must be 
available to work Monday 
- Friday and pass a background check, have child 
care experience and provide impeccable references. 

Send resume or request an employment application 
at cecdirector@fcumc.org.



SUNDAY WORSHIP
August 1, 2021

10th Sunday after Pentecost
Services also available 

online at www.fi rstcentenary.com
Sanctuary at 10:45 a.m.

We are Bound Together
Ephesians 4:1-16

Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
We are Bound Together

Ephesians 4:1-16
Dr. Will Lauderback

Sunday Night Worship at 5 p.m.
Rev. Barry Kidwell

Reading from the Lectionary
2 Samuel 11:26-12:13a    Psalm 51:1-12

Ephesians 4:1-16, John 6:24-35
Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden –

We are United in Love
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

August 8, 2021
11th Sunday after Pentecost

Services also available 
online at www.fi rstcentenary.com

Sanctuary at 10:45 a.m.
We are to Work at This Life Together

Ephesians 4:25-5:2  
Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Leap of Faith     Exodus 14

Dr. Will Lauderback

Sunday Night Worship at 5 p.m.
Rev. Barry Kidwell

Reading from the Lectionary
2 Samuel 18:5-9, 15, 31-33’

Psalm 130      Ephesians 4:25-5:2
John 6:35, 41-51

Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden – 
We are Bound Together

Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 

First-Centenary UMC
PO Box 208  37401
419 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN   37402 
Dr. C. Mark Gooden, Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021  www.fi rstcentenary.com

Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays:  Call the church offi  ce 

at 423-756-2021 or 
(865) 805-8929 for pastoral care.  

Weekend/Holiday Pastor on Call:  
If you have an emergency during 
the weekends, call 423-756-2428.
This number will be in eff ect after 
4:30 p.m. on Fridays until 8 a.m. 

on Mondays, and will connect 
you to the pastor on call.

The 8:30 a.m. Sanctuary 
Worship Service will begin 

August 22, unless our schedule 
needs to be adjusted because

 of Covid restrictions.

Prime Time Wednesday returns August 18!

A New Season of Music!
Chancel Ringers resume 
rehearsals Wednesday, 

August 4 at 6 p.m.

Aldersgate Vibrations begin 
Thursday, August 5 at 1:30 p.m.

If you read music and are 
interested in playing in one of 
our handbell choirs, please 

contact Jan McNair (756-2021 
or jmcnair@fcumc.org).

Children’s Music begins 
Wednesday August 18.

Elementary Choir (Grades 2-5)
6 - 6:45 p.m.

Preschool -1st Grade Choir
6 - 6:30 p.m.

Join us on Wednesday nights for a meal at 5:15 and a lesson at 6 p.m. 
Youth and Children’s programming starts at 6 p.m.  
Call the church offi  ce for dinner reservations. 

Book Study – “Let Go: Leaning 
into the Future without Fear” by 
Matt Miofsky – Led by Rev. Dr. 
Will Lauderback – Using the 
stories from the Exodus this book 
and study will help participants 
lean into our new reality and the 
future that God has in store for 
us with hope rather than fear!  
We will cover a chapter a week 
starting week one.  Books will be 
available in the church offi  ce.

Understanding the Mindset of 
Poverty with Rev. Barry Kidwell –
Join Brother Barry, Director of 
Mustard Tree Ministries and Pastor 
of Missions and Outreach, to learn 
more about poverty, the mindset 
of those who are in poverty, and 
how we can join together to help 
break the cycle of poverty.

Faithful and Inclusive – Led by 
the Haven Reconciling Sunday 
School Class – Join us for the 
Faithful and Inclusive video series 
as we discuss how we read the 
Bible and interpret scripture.   
The study will allow you to gain 
an understanding of how United 
Methodists can be both obedient 
to God’s Word and fully welcoming 
to LGBTQ persons in the church.
   The series will be facilitated 
by members of the Haven 
Reconciling Sunday School 
Class utilizing the video series 
developed by Rev. Rob Fuquay, 
pastor of one of the largest United 
Methodist congregations in the 
country.  The series fosters open 
discussion to navigate through 
this thorny issue, relying on the 
biblical-interpretation approach 
of Methodism’s founder, John 

Wesley. Each video session 
also features the faith journeys 
of members of the LGBTQ 
community and their families.


