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Music in the
Sanctuary

SAV
E
THE
DAT
E!

Sanctuary Music in
Worship July 4

The Chancel Choir is BACK!
Sunday, June 27, the choir
participated in the worship
service for the first time since
March 2020!
Through music we will
celebrate our American heritage
on July 4. Early American
hymns, patriotic selections and
even a couple of fiddle tunes,
will be presented by the string
ensemble beginning with the
10:30 Gathering Music. More
selections will be included in the
worship service. We are grateful
for our freedom and take this
opportunity to commemorate this
important day with a variety of
music!
Mark Gooden will preach,
and the service will include the
Sacrament of Holy Communion.

Summer Music Camp!

Children Rising 2nd – 5th Grades
Wednesdays, July 7 and 14
9:30 a.m. – Noon
You are invited to come for one, or both
weeks. Singing, games, instruments, and FUN!
wee
For mor
more information and to register please call or
email Jan M
McNair (423-756-2021/ jmcnair@fcumc.org)
or go to https://vbspro.events/p/05ca29

Welcome Rachel Smith!
For the last two years Rachel
Smith has been working with us
part time on our social media
and with the college ministry.
Beginning July 1 she will
transition into a full time role as
our Multimedia Specialist! She
has carried us with her creativity
over the past year with video and
media communication during
g
the pandemic and we are
excited for how God will use
her gifts and graces to furtherr
the Kingdom of God and
strengthen the ministries of
this great church! (Sidenote:
You can catch her musical
skills on July 16 when she
opens for Nightfall!!!)

Sunday Night Worship @ 5 p.m.
We have relaunched Sunday night worship
to be one of the primary worship oﬀerings
at First-Centenary. Each week you will see
your Pastoral Staﬀ in leadership of worship
(with Pastor Barry serving as the primary
preacher), a diverse and energetic praise
band playing a mix of spiritual hymns and praise songs, and the
time of worship will be followed by a meal.
We believe that this service has the potential to be a common
ground of worship, community, and relationship, especially for
those who might not feel comfortable on Sunday mornings. We
hope that Sunday nights might become a part of your regular
spiritual practice and pray that God will show up in a big way as
we gather around the table!
Rachel Smith
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first fireworks used in celebration
of the Fourth of July was on July
4, 1777. Sarah Pruitt, a writer for
History.com, highlighted an article
from the Pennsylvania Evening
Post on July 5, 1777. “The evening
was closed with the ringing of
the bells and at night there was a
grand exhibition of fireworks, which
began and ended with thirteen
rockets on the commons and the
city was beautifully illuminated.”
There was a celebration of this
nation’s independence, even in the
midst of a fight for independence.
Battles raged on like Saratoga
and Trenton, but these men and
women were celebrating the hope
of what was to come.
As a child, my family would
gather, many times, at my cousin’s
home on the Fourth of July. We
would play a game of whiﬄe
ball in the back yard. Then we
would take turns cranking the
homemade ice cream maker while
my uncle or dad cooked hot dogs
and hamburgers on a charcoal
grill. There is nothing better than
hamburgers straight from the grill.
Then we would shoot oﬀ
fireworks as the night settled in on
us. I believe that was my favorite
part of being together. Lighting the
sparklers which would chase away
the darkness, watching roman
candles illuminate the sky, sending
oﬀ bottle rockets into blackness
and watching them explode (of
course with supervision) and the
firecrackers which awakened the
night with a bang.
Fireworks have always provided
a way to celebrate tradition,
freedom, and family. As I reflect
back on those Fourth of July
celebrations, I think of those

The Monday Prayer Group meets at 12:30 p.m. in the Parlor downstairs.
The group prays for congregational prayer
concerns left on the Prayer Ministry cards
placed in the prayer boxes on Sundays.
The group is open to new members. If
further information about participation is
needed, please contact Laura Shearer at
lshearer@fcumc.org or call the church.
Members
are reminded
M
b
i d d that
th t prayer
request cards are available in the Narthex
and in the reception area of the Vine. Any prayer concerns may be left in the
prayer boxes in those locations, placed in the oﬀering plates after worship or
handed to one of the clergy. Prayer concerns are prayed for by the Monday
prayer group and the prayer chains throughout the week.
Laura A. Shearer, Associate Minister of Congregational Care

Have yyou ever heard the Words of Isa?

Maybe, maybe not. Well it is one of the ministries
that we at First-Centenary support. Hopefully you
have heard the words of Isa, especially since Isa is
the Arabic word for Jesus.
Marie Baldree introduced us to this wonderful
ministry a couple of years ago. It is a ministry that
reaches out to Syrian refugees, people displaced by
war. They feed, clothe, and provide water to hungry
and thirsty souls; but perform other services as
well. The ministy especially reach out to the women,
teaching them how to read
and write Arabic (their native
tongue), as well as tutoring
children. They have Bible
studies and opportunities for
worship.
Our July communion
oﬀering will go to help support this wonderful ministry. If you would like
to know more about them, Marie or Barry Kidwell would be glad to talk with
you. Please give generously.

CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)

fireworks lighting up the darkness in various ways and I remember what
Jesus said in John 1:1-5: In the beginning was the Word, and the Word
was with God, and the Word was God. He was with God in the beginning.
Through him all things were made; without him nothing was made that has
been made. In him was life, and that life was the light of all mankind. The
light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it.
I know there are many challenges still before us in our denomination,
nation, and world, but I also believe that for such a time as this God has
called us to light up the darkness and to help love, if you will, explode all
over this world. I also believe Jesus calls us to illuminate the darkness by
oﬀering the path of justice, humility, mercy and kindness to ALL people, not
just some people.
I believe each time we light up the darkness we are declaring that the
Kingdom has come and will come. Thus, awakening the resolve in each of
us to be about the work of the kingdom on a daily basis. Let us celebrate
the hope of what is to come, each and every day!
~~ Mark
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Guitars, Clean Teeth, and Lots of Drama!
Guita

The Centenary
C
Summer Program is underway. With
new guitars
we received through a grant from the
g
Song Birds Foundation, Mr. Ian is introducing our
Junior High group to the power and beauty of music.
have converted the Seminar Room into a dental
We ha
o ce where Holly Cross from the Hamilton
oﬃ
County Health Department is giving students
dental check-ups. We celebrated Juneteenth
with an outdoor party and 500 water balloons.
Through a Community Connections grant from
the Bethlehem Center we are hosting local
Broadway and screen
actor, Kate Forbes as
she leads all ages of
students in a dramatic
arts program she
designed. It is helping
these students recover
from the stress of the
pandemic through
artistic creativity and
confidence building
performances.
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Baptism
p

John Everston Threlkeld, Jr.,
son of John & Mandy
Threlkeld, received the
Sacrament of Holy Baptism on
June 20 in The Vine.

Check out our website

www.firstcentenary.com

Volunteer

VBS

July 19-23
9 a.m. - Noon

God’s blessings are all around! In the midst of
masks and possible uncertainty, His power and might
shines bright! In the children’s ministry we see it in
the eagerness of His youngest creation’s faces… so
excited and eager to learn all they can about their
Heavenly Father! VBS may be a month away, but we
are blessed with an outpouring of 114 children so far!
We need you now more than ever. Will you answer
the call and join us in the mornings sharing His great
love with His children? July 19-23

Registration

Email Beth for the registration link
(bspears@fcumc.org) or open you
cell phone to “take a picture” of this
QR Code and click the website link
that pops up
on your phone
to reserve your
spot today!
We are grateful
for each and
every one of
you!
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PO Box 208 37401
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Dr. C. Mark Gooden, Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021 www.firstcentenary.com

Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays: Call the church oﬃce
at 423-756-2021 or
(865) 805-8929 for pastoral care.
Weekend/Holiday Pastor on Call:
If you have an emergency during
the weekends, call 423-756-2428.
This number will be in eﬀect after
4:30 p.m. on Fridays until 8 a.m.
on Mondays, and will connect
you to the pastor on call.

The First-Centenarian
Summer Publication Schedule
Publication Dates:
July 16, 30;
August 13, 27

Donate

We would love to borrow some special items this year to help
transform our church back in time. If you happen to have any
of these treasures lying around, and
you wouldn’t mind sharing them with us,
please label them with your name, and
drop them oﬀ in the Welcome Center on
the cart. Email Beth, bspears@fcumc.
org for any and all questions. We need
all borrowed items by Sunday, July 11.
• Pop Up Tents • Spirographs
• Stick Pony Hobby Horses
• Large Shoeboxes • Amazing Pottery Wheel Artist!
• Hanging house plants

SUNDAY WORSHIP
July 4, 2021
6th Sunday after Pentecost

July 11, 2021
7th Sunday after Pentecost

Services also available
online at www.firstcentenary.com

Services also available
online at www.firstcentenary.com

Sanctuary at 10:45 a.m.
God Blesses Faithfulness
II Samuel 5:1-5,9-10
Dr. C. Mark Gooden

Sanctuary at 10:45 a.m.
Celebrate the Blessings
We Share Together in Christ
Ephesians 1:3-14
Dr. C. Mark Gooden

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Hebrews: Sacrifice
Hebrews 9-10
Dr. Will Lauderback
Sunday Night Worship (5 p.m.)
Rev. Barry Kidwell
Reading from the Lectionary
2 Samuel 5:1-5, 9-10
Psalm 48
2 Corinthians 12:2-10
Mark 6:1-13
Televised sermon by Bishop Looney
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday.
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The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Hebrews: Faith
Hebrews 11
Dr. Will Lauderback
Sunday Night Worship (5 p.m.)
Rev. Barry Kidwell
Reading from the Lectionary
2 Samuel 6:1-5, 12b-19
Psalm 24
Ephesians 1:3-14
Mark 6:14-29
Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden –
God Blesses Faithfulness
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday.

