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Vision Statement of First-Centenary United Methodist Church:  Build a healthy and diverse community of disciples of Jesus Christ.

Bishop’s 
Read Together 2022

Join Bishop Wallace-Padgett’s 
Read Together initiative.

 This initiative challenges us 
to read through the Bible in one 
year. We began on January 
2, 2022, and it is our hope 
and prayer that individuals 
and congregations across the 
conference will read the Bible 
together and be transformed into 
kainos new in Christ.

We have created a new 
Read Together Resource page 
on holston.org – https://www.
holston.org/read-together-
resources to help you stay on 
track with the daily readings. 
This page has calendars, 
lists, and bookmarks you can 
download to see the texts to be 
read each day.   In addition to 
the resource page, we will send 
a daily email with all of that day’s 
texts. We will use the Common 
English Bible (CEB) and the 
Reina-Valera 1960 (RVR1960) 
translations in the email.  You 
will receive these emails if you 
are subscribed to the Daily 
Devotions/Read Together list.  
Go to http://holston-email.brtapp.
com/subscribe.  

Tim Jones, Director of 
Communications, Holston Conference

Holston Home for Children
Fifth Sunday Sunday School Offering

January 30, 2022
Please give generously!

Volunteers Needed in The Vine
We need volunteers to help on Sunday 

mornings in The Vine! Are you interested in 
being a greeter or helping with altar design? 
Email Jeff  Blake at jblake@fcumc.org

During the weeks 
leading up to Christmas, 
The Centenary families 
in need are sponsored 
by generous Sunday 
School classes, 
individuals, and family 
groups. Gifts are bought 

for the children and household supplies are 
bought for the family.  

It is my job (Ian Goodman) to deliver 
these gifts to the parents before 
Christmas starts.  In some ways I have 
the best job because I can see the 
responses from the parents.  

This year one Centenary family consisting of a child and his 
grandmother, who is his guardian, received many gifts from a group of 
generous donors.  Upon delivering multiple packages to their house, 
the grandmother could not stop her tears from falling.  After I delivered 
all of the gifts, the grandmother, who at this time was sobbing, 
embraced me and was completely fi lled with gratitude and joy.  She 
told me she is so grateful for what we were doing for her and her 
family, and this will be a Christmas to remember.  It was heartwarming 
what these gifts did for their holiday and the thankfulness that was 
given to me. These moments are the moments that make Christmas.  
It puts into perspective the impact that the generosity from others has 
on individuals. 

Thank you, First-Centenary for your generosity at Christmas and 
throughout the year.

  – Ian Goodman, Athletic Director, The Centenary 

Ian Goodman
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Pastor Barry, 
Jeff  Culberson, 
and I will travel 
to Guatemala 
at the end of 
the month to 
meet with a 
few diff erent 
organizations 
that we are hoping to form a 
partnership with.  This was 
not a part of the previous 
international mission strategy 
but two organizations from 
Guatemala approached us for 
support about the same time. 
Upon further conversation we 
discovered that not only were 
these ministries working in the 
same general area, they were 
working in the same city but 
had not previously interacted 
with one another.  We really 
felt like this was the Holy Spirit 
opening a door for a missional 
connection.

One of my philosophies of 
mission work is recognizing the 
presence and work of Jesus 
that is already happening 
in a place.  We do not bring 
Jesus into a place when we 
arrive.  Rather we get to join in 
with what God has done and 
is doing in a place.  That is 
Prevenient Grace at work!  

This is true everywhere 
we go and at all times!  Not 
just in Romania, Costa Rica, 
Guatemala, or an international 
context, but at the grocery 
store, in the offi  ce building, 
at school, and in your 
neighborhood.

My prayer and challenge 
for each of us is to keep our 
eyes and hearts open to how 
God has been and is already 
moving in our everyday lives 
and to seek to respond to the 
movement of the Holy Spirit 
with faithful love.

In Christ, Will

CLERGY CORNEROORRRRNNNNEEEERRRR

Dr. Will Lauderback

Prime Time Wednesday 
Dinner at 5:15 and Classes at 6 p.m. 

Youth & Children’s programs start at 6 p.m.

Prime Time Wednesday – January 19

DINNER INFORMATION
Adults – $10 each (meal or salad) Children – $5; 3 & under free   Family max – $30 

Please make dinner reservations by 4 p.m. Monday.
Go to fi rstcentenary.com/prime-time-wednesday for dinner reservations.
January 19 – Lemon Pepper Chicken Thighs, Cucumber Salad, Scalloped Potatoes, 

Roll, Caramel Cake, Harvest Salad

Grief Recovery Group 
with Diana Kidwell 

The Grief Recovery Method 
is an evidence-based program 
that helps grievers process 
the emotional pain caused 
by any loss or relationship. 
Taught by a Grief Recovery 
Method Specialist, this 8-week 
(6-7:30) class will teach you 
the actions and tools needed 
to recover from a loss that you 
wish had ended diff erently 
or better and will give you a 
chance to address your hopes 
and dreams for the future. 

For more information 
please contact Diana at 
1dianakidwell@gmail.com

Scripture Study with Pastor Mark
Join our Sr. Pastor, Rev. Dr. C. Mark 
Gooden, for an in-depth discussion 
of the upcoming Sunday’s scripture 
passage.

The Gospel of Mark 
with Pastor Will

Join Pastor Will Lauderback for 
an in-depth study of the Gospel of 
Mark.  See the schedule below and 
read ahead of time so you can be 
in conversation about the text with 
thoughts and questions.

January 19 – Mark 3-4
January 26 – Mark 5-6
February 2 – Mark 7-8

February 9 – Mark 9-10
February 16 – Mark 11-13
February 23 – Mark 14-16

More than just a playground, 
it will be an outdoor learning 
environment and natural 
playscape that pays homage 
to our city and the church’s 
history.  One feature that we are 
extremely excited about is the 
Log Meeting House, a nod to 
First-Centenary’s original worship 
space.  Here the children will 
have opportunities for dramatic 
play and social, emotional, and 
spiritual development.  

To contribute, visit https://
fi rstcentenary.com/give 
and select the “Playground 
Renovations” Fund.

First-Centenary United Methodist Church
Children’s Enrichment Center 

Playground Renovation



Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays:  Call the church offi  ce at 423-756-2021 

or (865) 805-8929 for pastoral care.  
Weekend/Holiday Pastor on Call:  If you have an 

emergency during the weekends, call 423-756-2428.
This number will be in eff ect after 4:30 p.m. on Fridays 

until 8 a.m. on Mondays, and will connect you 
to the pastor on call.

January is here!  And this time the 
First Kids CM is 
focusing on SELF-
CONTROL…. 
Choosing to do what 
you should even when 
you don’t want to.
God’s power has given us 
everything we need to lead 
a godly life. – 2 Peter 1:3A, NIrV

Be ready to do the right thing, for when we lose 
control, it can cause trouble.  Don’t be controlled by 
anger.  We must think before we speak and know 
when to stop.

TO HEAR ALL ABOUT THIS IN PERSON JOIN US 
ON SUNDAYS!

• Sunday School @ 9:30-10:30 a.m.
• First Kids Virtual Sunday Lesson Video links will be 

posted on Sunday morning, beginning @ 9 a.m. for you 
to show your children when it fi ts best in your family’s 
schedule. (Pick your own family God time!)

• Children’s Worship begins at 11 a.m., Elementary 
kiddos will be picked up from “Big Church” after the 
Children’s Moment

DO NO HARM: 
Understanding 

and 
Challenging 

the School-to-
Prison Pipeline

A virtual and interactive event led by Emily Jones, 
UMW National Executive 

for Racial Justice

Co-sponsored by Scenic South District and hosted 
by First-Centenary UMW

Saturday, January 22
10 a.m. to Noon

Oak Street Center – The Vine

We are inviting women from District churches to 
join us for viewing.  Please plan to attend and 

welcome our visitors.

COVID safety precautions will be in place, and we 
encourage mask-wearing.

Caroline Archer 
transferred January 9 
from Belmont United 
Methodist Church in 
Nashville.

Meet Our 
New Member

Check out our website
www.fi rstcentenary.com



SUNDAY WORSHIP
January 16, 2022

2nd Sunday After the Epiphany
Services also available online 

at www.fi rstcentenary.com

Sanctuary at 8:30 & 10:45 a.m.
The First of Many

John 2:1-11
Dr. Will Lauderback

The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
Wedding Rarities

John 2:1-11
Dr. C. Mark Gooden

Sunday Night Worship at 5 p.m.
Rev. Barry Kidwell

Reading from the Lectionary
Isaiah 62:1-5   Psalm 36:5-10

1 Corinthians 12:1-11    John 2:1-11
Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden:

Preparing for the Mission
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV 
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday. 
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Confi rmation 2022
After a two-year hold, due to COVID19, Confi rmation will 

resume on February, 6, 2022.  Our church has traditionally 
held Confi rmation for 6th grade students.  However, we 
are starting a new tradition of Confi rmation.  From now on, 
Confi rmation classes will be held for 8th grade students.  
Although, these classes are intended for 8th grade students 
all youth interested are welcome to attend.  

Contact Troy Hamilton for more information - troy@fcumc.org.


