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SUNDAY WORSHIP
May 2, 2021
5th Sunday of Easter

Services also available
online at www.firstcentenary.com
Sanctuary at 10:45 a.m.
We Bear Witness
in Unexpected Places
Acts 8:26-40
Dr. C. Mark Gooden
The Vine at 10:45 a.m.
We Bear Witness
in Unexpected Places
Acts 8:26-40
Rev. Will Lauderback

Reading from the Lectionary
Acts 8:26-40 Psalm 22:25-31
1 John 4:7-21 John 15:1-8
Televised sermon by Dr. Gooden –
We Bear Witness to the Acts of Jesus
Televised on Channel 12, WDEF-TV
at 6 a.m. & 11:30 a.m. each Sunday.
First-Centenary UMC
PO Box 208 37401
419 McCallie Avenue
Chattanooga, TN 37402
Dr. C. Mark Gooden, Senior Pastor
(423) 756-2021 www.firstcentenary.com

April 30, 2021

On Line Giving Change

As a part of our recent website redesign,
we have changed the platform that we use
for electronic giving. Over the next six
weeks we will be transitioning away from
e-giving and begin Subsplash giving.
If that is how you are currently giving you should receive an email from our
business oﬃce soon with details about how to switch over. It is easy to sign up
and a great tool for generosity for our congregation.

Please plan to join us for Online or In-Person Communion
Sunday, May 2 @ 10:45 a.m.
Here are some guidelines to help you prepare for Online Communion:
1. Prepare grape juice for all who are participating with you. Yes, grape juice is
preferable. If you do not have grape juice, then use your best judgement. The
point is to participate in the body and blood of Christ.
2. Prepare bread or crackers for all who will gather with you.
3. Light a candle signifying the presence of the Holy Spirit.
4. Turn oﬀ all unnecessary electronics.
5. Prayerfully enter into this time of worship.
6. Your pastors will lead the liturgy and invite you to participate.
7. Here are scriptures to reflect on: Genesis 24:34-38, 42-49,
58-67; Psalm 45:10-17, Romans 7:15-25; John 15:1-11
We will have self-serve Communion cups available for you to pick up at the Welcome
Center entrance April 28 and 29.

Congregational Care Contact
Weekdays: Call the church
oﬃce at 423-756-2021 or
(865) 805-8929 for pastoral care.
Weekend Pastor on Call:
If you have an emergency
during the weekends,
call 423-756-2428.
This number will be in eﬀect
after 4:30 p.m. on Fridays until
8 a.m. on Mondays,
and will connect
you to the pastor on call.

The church is now open under
restricted Phase 2A guidelines
(see www.firstcentenary.com/re-opening).

Your Children’s Ministry Needs YOU!
Do you feel the gentle tap, nudge,
or pull of God? There is nothing quite
like sharing Jesus’s love with children;
watching their faces light up in awe
of their Heavenly Father is incredibly
rewarding. Call Beth today to join us for
a short hour full of laughter on Sundays
and your heart will be smiling all week!
~~ bspears@fcumc.org, 423.756.2021

Join Mrs. Beth & Mrs. Brittany
itt
for Sunday School!
• IN-Person ELEMENTARY
Sunday School, 9:45-10:30 a.m.
• First Kids Virtual Sunday
Lessons ALL AGES - Video links will
be posted on Sunday morning for
you to show your children when it fits
best in your family’s schedule. (Pick
your own family God time!)

CLERGY CORNER
I grew up with
a dad who was
a teacher and a
coach. As a coach
he taught me manyy
things about life butt
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1. Give your best
2. Team is always first
3. Finish well
I want to talk a moment about
finishing well. Dad often said to
me; “No matter if you’re losing by
30 points or winning by the same
amount, finish well.” Play the same
whether you are winning or losing.
Play with the same intensity. Play
with the same drive and purpose.
The hardest part of the game is
often the last quarter, the last
inning, or the last few moments.
Is it not the same in other things
of life? The last part of a trip is
the hardest. The last few months
of a job where you are retiring
from is diﬃcult. The last part of
life when you are nearing death
can be challenging. Hopefully
this pandemic will be over soon.
I know we will all be glad about
that! Yet, I have a question for you.
How do we finish well?
I think there are certain things
we can do to finish well. We can
keep the faith no matter how good
or bad things are right now. We
can stay the course by staying
deeply in love with God. We can
remember our purpose to do good.
In all ways we can and at all times
we can. We can remain steadfast
in seeking to do no harm. We
can remember what Paul wrote
in II Corinthians 13:4-7: “Love is
patient, love is kind. It does not
envy, it does not boast, it is not
proud. It does not dishonor others,
it is not self-seeking, it is not easily
angered, it keeps no record of
wrongs. Love does not delight in
evil but rejoices with the truth. It
always protects, always trusts,
always hopes, always perseveres.”
We can keep maintaining social

Join us for
Wednesday
Night Bible
Study

Meet Our New Members

Wednesdays
May 5 – 26
@ 6:30 p.m.

https://zoom.us/j/93270919216?pwd
=OEhCcGJUdlp4Uk53aFUwM3ZoZ
G0zdz09

Do you feel the calling
to help end homelessness?

The Hamilton County Sheriﬀ’s
Oﬃce, thru the FUSE program,
is oﬀering Permanent Supportive
Housing to people who are homeless
and disabled by mental illness.
Support services are available, but
finding housing is a challenge.
There is a desperate need for onebedroom and eﬃciency rental units.
The HCSO FUSE team is looking for
landlords who would be willing to accept
less than “market rate” for the rent.
For those of you who own rental
property, a member of the team would
like the opportunity to talk further about
this community need. Please contact
Barb Bowen at BarbandBillBowen@
gmail.com or call her at 423-667-1006
for more information.

CLERGY CORNER (cont’d)

Jenny McLachlan and Mize Johnson
transferred April 25 from Golden Hill
UMC in Bridgeport, Connecticut.

Attention Seniors

We want to do
something extra special
for you this year.
We have been
cheated out of your
company because of
this wretched pandemic! This is a
small group though and we want
to treat you all with your very own
Senior Retreat. We have been in
contact with most of our seniors
already. We are looking at doing a
mid-week retreat so that everyone
can go. The tentative dates are:
June 6 - 8. That is Sunday (evening)
through Tuesday (afternoon).

distance, wearing our masks, and prayerfully consider getting vaccinated
when you are eligible. It is not as long as it has been. Let’s finish this
pandemic well! – Mark
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