
Newsletter August 2021

Pastor’s Anniversary
Thank you, Dr. Mark 
Rotramel, for four years of 
service as our senior 
pastor! We will celebrate 
Pastor Mark and his wife, 
Teresa on Sunday, August 
1.

Redeeming Art Ministry Session 2
In the second session of Redeeming Art 
Ministry, we will gain a technical 
foundation in oil painting and a spiritual 
understanding of how to perceive and 
deliver our testimony, pursuing the 
instruction in 1 Peter 3:15, which says, 
"Always be prepared to give an answer to 
everyone who asks you to give the reason 
for the hope that you have." Our final 
painting will be a self portrait 
representing our individual testimony.
The registration deadline is August 11.

FBCfit Registration
Registration for Build & Burn is always 
open and classes are available both via 
Zoom at 5:30 a.m. and in-person in The 
Underground at 9:30 a.m. on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. A new 4-week session of Fly, 
Run, or Walk begins on August 2. You can 
register for either of these classes at 
www.fbcep.com/fbcfit or reach out to 
Shelly Morkovsky or Laura Sander for 
further details.

Messengers Needed
If you would like be a messenger on behalf 
of FBC of El Paso to the EPBA Annual 
Meeting here in El Paso on October 23 or 
to the BGCT Annual Meeting in Galveston, 
TX, on November 14–16, please contact 
Kara Jones in the church office no later 
than August 10.

See what kind of love the Father has given to us, that we 
should be called children of God; and so we are. The reason the 
world does not know us is that it did not know him.
—1 John 3:1 (ESV)

Dates to Remember
8/1, 10:10 a.m. — Promotion Sunday
8/1, 11:15 a.m. — Spanish Worship
8/15, 3:30 p.m. — Deacons’ Meeting
8/18 — Budget Distribution
8/22 — Anniversary Sunday & Budget Distribution
8/25, 5:30 p.m. — Quarterly Business Meeting
8/29, 9:00 a.m. & 11:15 a.m. — Budget Vote

Dear Church Family,

As summer break comes to an end, I am grateful for all the many 
opportunities that FBC had during the summer to minister to our 
kids, their families, and the El Paso community.
     I am also very thankful for each of our Sunday School teachers 
who, week after week, teach God’s word in our Children’s area. I 
am very appreciative and touched by their commitment to show 
our children that God loves them and that He has a special plan 
for their lives.
     On Sunday, August 1, we will be promoting our children to the 
next class. We will promote each class as a group as we have done 
in previous years.
     Parents, on Sunday, August 1, please drop off your child in the 
room they currently attend. If your child is being promoted, they 
will be moved to their new room during the Sunday school hour.
     We will continue to follow our current drop-ff and pick-up 
guidelines; children in 1st grade and older drop off by the 
Children’s Welcome Center and pick up in the gym. Kinder and 
younger drop off and pick up in their classrooms.
     I look forward to seeing you in Sunday School!

In Christ,
Martha Jackson – Minister to Preschool and Children



August is our church's Annual Hunger Offering month. But “Feed 
the Need" is much more than a mere fundraiser; it is an 
opportunity to raise awareness, not just funds. It allows us to 
individually and corporately ponder the true genesis of “need." We 
are challenging individuals, families, and Sunday School Classes to 
begin a dialog about how you can help feed that need. And tackle 
the challenge of feeding the soul as well as the body. As it states in 
Deuteronomy 8:3 “He humbled you and let you be hungry……..  that 
He might make you understand that man does not live by bread 
alone, but man lives by everything that proceeds out of the mouth 
of the Lord.” With that in mind we want you to keep this year’s 
motto in your daily thoughts: “Will you Feed the Need and fill in the 
G.A.P? (Give.  Act.  Pray)”
      This year we have decided to focus on:  Compassion Focus 
Ministry in Makapur India, Grace Place, Agape Homeless Ministry, 
and Jardin de Milagros. Although the world around us has been 
drastically changed by the devastating effects of the Covid-19 
Pandemic, the need remains more prevalent now than ever. 
Together we can help fill that need in our very own community and 
around the world.
     Last year your generosity helped us not only meet the previous 
year’s giving, but actually surpass it. And together we can once 
again help bring the love and life of Jesus Christ to people in dire 
need. Please earnestly reflect on these individuals, our brothers 
and sisters around the world, and in our own back yard, who are 
suffering. Begin a conversation now and intentionally commit 
yourselves to “invest”- not just donate. Over the next five Sundays 
you will learn much more about each of these ministries and how 
you can help. Remember, although this initiative may only be one 
month long, these ministries and the people that they serve have a 
need that is ongoing. Together we can glorify God in a mighty way 
and “Feed the Need" with physical and spiritual sustenance to a 
starving world.
 
In His Service and Yours,
Mark Anthony Sida – Missions Committee Chairman
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Sympathy
• Pat Murtland in the passing of her 

husband, Dick Murtland.
• Elaine Bryant in the passing of her 

husband, Jim Bryant.
• Jeanette Coon in the passing of her sister.

Weekly Digital Sunday Bulletin
Visit fbcep.com/bulletin or use the FBC 
mobile app to access the weekly bulletin.

June  Giving

Ways to Give
• Text “Give” to (915)975-7300
• Online at fbcep.com
• First Baptist Church El Paso Mobile App
• Mail Gift to:

805 Montana Ave.
Attn: Finance
El Paso, TX 79902



Women on Mission in August
The WOM leadership team will present the Women on Mission (WOM) Meeting by Zoom August 3, 2021, from 
11:00-12:00 am.  We will also continue the email newsletter.   Sherry Maxsom will host the zoom meetings. 

The Mission Service Project for August is funds for Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls.  This year we will collect funds 
and send to Buckner Shoes in Dallas Texas.  Buckner Shoes have relationships with manufacturers and can order 
shoes directly from wholesalers, which not only gives them a good price but also allows them to meet the specific 
size and gender needs of the program.  To donate funds, go to FBC website under Give and designate you funds for 
Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls.  

Buckner Shoes for Orphan Souls®, the largest humanitarian aid project of Buckner International, provides new shoes 
and socks to orphans and vulnerable children in the United States and throughout the world. 

When you donate funds for shoes through Buckner, some of world’s most vulnerable children will be helped.  While 
Shoes for Orphan Souls serves children all over the world, 20 percent of our shoes stay in the United States.  Since 
1999, Buckner has distributed more than 4 million pairs of new shoes and socks to children in 83 countries.   
Shoes protect against disease and infection. In many developing countries, children walk barefoot in muddy, rocky 
terrain to gather clean water or go to school. Parasites and diseases, including hookworm, jiggers and tetanus, can 
enter the body through cuts in the feet. These illnesses can stunt a child’s growth and development, as well as cause 
lifelong mental damage. 
 
Many schools around the world require children to wear shoes to attend, but for many poverty-stricken families, 
shoes are a luxury they cannot afford. Studies also show that children who are healthy are more likely to be 
successful in school and have higher attendance, increasing their chances of obtaining an education and rising out 
of poverty. 

Shoes demonstrate worth and God’s love to orphans and vulnerable children. Typically, children in orphanages share 
everything, they do not have a single possession of their own. New shoes provide hope for these children that 
someone out there cares about them and loves them unconditionally.  
 
Shoes demonstrate worth and God’s love to orphans and vulnerable children.  For many families, receiving shoes is 
often the first step to connect them to critical services, ministry and mentoring at the Buckner Family Hope Centers 
in their communities. Hope Center staff help families make plans for transformation and walk alongside them as 
their lives are transformed. 
 
Thank you for generously giving School Supply Kits to Crossing Borders Ministries for children in Mexico.  FBC gave 
26 school supply kits.  Thank you for the donation of $100 from the Ryan Latham Group.    

Thank you for giving generously to BSM Ministry.  FBC gave $4,350.  In June, the BSM students build a house through 
Casas por Cristo in Juarez, Mexico for a single mother with three children.  In June and July five students participated 
in summer mission trips sharing the gospel and the love of Christ.        
 
Please participate in prayer and send cards to FBC members who are home bound, as you are able.  Prayer and Cards 
for the homebound: August: Opal Smith, 10237 Stoneway, El Paso, Tx. 79925, Lavenia Ellis, 2112 Windrock Street, El 
Paso, Texas 79925.    
 
Pray for Missionaries Passage: John 1:35-51

The next day John was there again with two of his disciples.  When he saw Jesus passing by, he said, “Look, 
the Lamb of God!”  When the two disciples heard him say this, they followed Jesus. Turning around, Jesus saw 
them following and asked, “What do you want?  “They said, “Rabbi” (which means “Teacher”), “where are you 
staying?”  “Come,” he replied, “and you will see.  ”So they went and saw where he was staying, and they spent 

that day with him. It was about four in the afternoon.  Andrew, Simon Peter’s brother, was one of the two who 
heard what John had said and who had followed Jesus. The first thing Andrew did was to find his brother 
Simon and tell him, “We have found the Messiah” (that is, the Christ).  And he brought him to Jesus.  Jesus 
looked at him and said, “You are Simon son of John. You will be called Cephas” (which, when translated, is 
Peter).   The next day Jesus decided to leave for Galilee. Finding Philip, he said to him, “Follow me.”  Philip, like 
Andrew and Peter, was from the town of Bethsaida. Philip found Nathanael and told him, “We have found the 
one Moses wrote about in the Law, and about whom the prophets also wrote—Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph.”  “Nazareth! Can anything good come from there?” Nathanael asked. “Come and see,” said Philip. 
When Jesus saw Nathanael approaching, he said of him, “Here truly is an Israelite in whom there is no deceit.”  
“How do you know me?” Nathanael asked. Jesus answered, “I saw you while you were still under the fig tree 
before Philip called you.”  Then Nathanael declared, “Rabbi, you are the Son of God; you are the king of Israel.”  
Jesus said, “You believe because I told you I saw you under the fig tree. You will see greater things than that.”  
He then added, “Very truly I tell you, you will see ‘heaven open, and the angels of God ascending and 
descending on ’the Son of Man.” 

Andrew was looking for something or someone.  There was a longing for more than the day-to-day life of a fishman.  
John the Baptist had proclaimed Jesus was the Lamb of God, and when Andrew heard Jesus speak, he had to find out 
more.  Like a curious child, he followed Jesus all day and eventually the rest of his life.  Jesus was his teacher and 
guide.  Andrew was His student and disciple.
   
“What do you want?” was the pointed question Jesus asked Andrew (v. 38).  It applies to all of us today.  What do you 
want?  Are you content with your daily routine, or are you yearning for more?  If you are a longtime Christian, have you 
considered becoming that teacher and guide to a new believer?  If you have a new faith in Christ, maybe a seasoned 
mentor could be a teacher and guide for your journey.   

Today, pray for missionary mentors.  Admit you, too, may need a partner or mentor for guidance or you should become 
a mentor.   

Prayer Focus: Sub-Saharan African Peoples: Throughout sub-Saharan Africa, missionaries still feel government 
restrictions, economic issues, and a weariness in some places that is dragging on for so long.  They are thankful 
some countries have received vaccines and are administering them.  Pray for missionaries and their African friends to 
persevere and grow closer to Jesus through these hardships.   

Pray for North American Mission Board: Colorado, Paul Floyd, Florida, Corey Sanders, Georgia, James Hart, Daniel 
Santander, Mississippi, Adam Bennett, Ohio, Josh Miller.  International Mission Board: Central Asian Peoples: ES, JW, 
East Asian Peoples: CJ, CK, European Peoples, Kenny Dubnick, MF, SG, JK.  South Asian Peoples: HH, JJ, Southeast 
Asian Peoples: TS, Sub-Saharan African Peoples: David Washer.  Chaplains, volunteers, state convention 
missionaries, retired IMB: Richard Beaudoin, Alita Blackmon, Ginger Johnson, JK, Joe Tarry.   
 
Please keep Pat Murtland in your prayers.  Dick Murtland passed away July 8, 2021 at his home. 
 
Thank you for your amazing faithful mission ministry.  Many people are blessed by your generosity. 
Martha Caldwell, Director, WMU, and Pat Murtland, WOM Facilitator. 
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