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JOURNEY: A NEW CLASS—NEW BEGINNINGS!
by Connie Skarda,
Sunday School Teacher

Beginning April 11, 10:15 a.m., Room 200-A
     This last year has been a journey no one expected to take. 
How prepared were we for the unexpected? How can we be 
better prepared for what lies ahead?
     One morning on my walk, I was thinking on a study I was 
currently attending based on Moses and the Israelites as they 
JOURNEYED out of Egypt’s bondage into freedom in the 
Promised Land. I was also preparing a lesson – again about 
Israel’s journey. This focus was on facing New Beginnings. 
VOILA! A JOURNEY – started with a beginning trek through the 
wilderness but would lead them to their new beginnings in 
Canaan.
     Aren’t we, as believers, on a JOURNEY? Jesus set us free from 
the bondage of sin and set us on a path that would lead to the 
eternal Promised Land of Heaven. The path WILL lead there, but 
we are to walk it – live it – here on planet earth until we get 
there.
     As Pastor Mark’s series “Homestead” taught us – this isn’t 
our home, but we do have to live here. How do we make it a 
home until we reach our true home? His current series “Signs” – 
last Sunday he said something like this, “There are signs along 
the way. Don’t miss them! Read them!”
     That’s what this class, Journey, is about. Here are a few 
samples of various studies we will be doing that help us prepare 
for the unexpected (New Beginnings) and to live well in our 
temporary home; instructions (signs), as to how to walk along 
this Journey (Sit with Jesus, Stand on His Promises, Walk in His 
Purposes); and possible a study, “Come and See Jesus”, the title 
speaks for itself!!
     I’m a big basketball fan – and we are in the middle of March 
Madness (and that’s an understatement this year!!!). It is 
referred to as the Road to the Final Four. Another name for the 
basketball championship is The Journey to the Tourney. 68 
teams had to qualify, narrowed down to 64, then 32, then the 
famous sweet sixteen, the elite eight – the final four – and 
then WOOHOO – a champion.
     A couple of parallels – it will not be an easy tourney journey 
– the count is already down to 16 as I type. Hard work – 
isolation because of Covid – cut off from the ‘world’ out there. 
– Much like us – We are on a journey – not to become a 
champion, but to spend eternity WITH OUR CHAMPION. We 
have a lot to do for Jesus on our Journey. Hard training – tough 
games. We are to live separate from the world’s values. The 
qualifications to get into the tourney journey? Believe IN your     
CHAMPION who won the game for you – HE conquered your 
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NO SIN. WE all are #1 seeds!!! None of us are in 
competition along the way to eliminate each other – 
just to play the game well WITH each other. We all are 
winners. We all will make it to the final box in the 
bracket of heaven!
     Every Journey begins with one small step – what 
step do you need to take? Maybe it’s to come along 
with us on our JOURNEY.

A MESSAGE FROM OUR MINISTER TO PRESCHOOL & CHILDREN
by Martha Jackson

The FBC Preschool & Children’s Ministry is 
very excited to welcome 
families back into our building  

  for Sunday School and Worship 
services. We are taking every precaution to maintain a 
safe environment for your families and our teachers 
and helpers.
    As we continue the step by step process of 
reopening and welcoming everyone back to Church, 
we have made some changes to our procedures.
    We are accepting Walkers through Kindergarten 
during both worship services. We are also having 
Children’s Sunday School classes immediately 
following the first service. Starting April 4, we will 
provide baby care by demand during worship services. 
Please help us to be ready for your family by making 
registrations ahead of time.
    For the essential details, please visit the Policies 
and Procedures page for Preschool and Children’s 
Ministry.

WOMEN’S MINISTRY UPDATES
     Ladies, exciting things are happening in the life of 
the Women's Ministry at FBC of EP! Make sure you 
have the FBC mobile app downloaded to your smart 
device and turn on Women's Ministry notifications so 
that you can receive all the info instantly right on your 
phone or tablet. Download the app and follow the 
instructions below to enable Women's Ministry 
notifications. It's that easy! See you soon!!
1. Open the FBC app on your smart device.
2. Tap the hamburger menu in the top left corner.
3. Open "Settings."
4. Open "Notifications."
5. Turn on the toggle switch next to "Women's 6. 

Ministry" until it turns green.
7. Receive all the notifications and connect with the 

Abide Women's Ministry at FBC of EP!
Download the FBCEP app at 
fbcep.com/fbc-mobile-app.

Women on Mission in April
    The WOM leadership team will present the Women 
on Mission (WOM) Meeting by zoom April 6, 2021, 
from 11:00-12:00 am which is the first Tuesday of the 
month.
    Mission Service Project for April: WOM will provide 
$100 to purchase snack foods like, grain bars, fruit, 
and Kool Aid, for patients and staff at the Baptist 
Clinic.  The Baptist Clinic is seeing patients on 
Saturday by appointments.
Pray for Missionaries Passage:
    Proverbs 16:1-9, “To humans belong the plans of the 
heart, but from the LORD comes the proper answer of the 
tongue. All a person’s ways seem pure to them, but 
motives are weighed by the LORD. Commit to the LORD 
whatever you do, and he will establish your plans. The 
LORD works out everything to its proper end— even the 
wicked for a day of disaster. The LORD detests all the 
proud of heart. Be sure of this: They will not go 
unpunished. Through love and faithfulness sin is atoned 
for; through the fear of the LORD evil is avoided. When 
the LORD takes pleasure in anyone’s way, he causes their 
enemies to make peace with them. Better a little with 
righteousness than much gain with injustice.  In their 
heart’s humans plan their course, but the LORD 
establishes their steps.”
    I love a good plan, don’t you?  In fact, I am often 
resistant to any changes in my plans.  I’ve learned, 
though, many times my plan is not God’s plan.  He 
refines and tweaks my plan until it becomes His plan.
    Think about times you’ve made plans for going on a 
mission trip, starting a new ministry, or reaching out 
to people in your community.  Did your plans go 
exactly as you thought they would?  When you make 
plans, you are viewing the end result through human 
eyes.  Even if you pray and ask God to give you 
direction, rarely does your plan turn out exactly as you 
envision.  It often takes His intervention to make your 
plan turn into something that glorifies Him.
    It’s not bad to have a plan.  God gave us minds so 
we could plan and make the best use of our time.  
Pray and ask God to help you let go of plans that don’t 
match up with His.
Prayer focus, Sub-Saharan African Peoples: 
    Workers in South Africa give thanks to God that the 
publication of a newer version of the Zulu Bible in 
modern language has just been made available.  Pray 
this newer and more understandable version of the 
Bible would soon be available widely and relatively 
inexpensive so more Zulu speakers would be able to 
clearly understand the truth of God’s Word.

Pray for North American Mission Board:
     Colorado: Dorothy Caddell, Alan Reed, Florida: Shawn 
Thrasher, Georgia: Derrick Poston, Illinois: Jaeuk Jeong, 
Maryland: Jeffrey Belcher, Massachusetts: Josias Souza, New 
York: Chris Mills, Texas: Brent Isbill, Washington: Taeyun Kim, 
International Mission Board: American Peoples: Ethan Holden, 
East Asian Peoples: AJ, Jeff Kwok, European Peoples: SC, DJ, 
Carol Salsbury, Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: JC, 
AF, South Asian Peoples: JS, Southeast Asian Peoples: AW, 
Chaplains, Volunteers, State Convention Missionaries, Retired 
NAMB, Beulah Peoples, Retired IMB, Patty Hampton, Gail Hill, 
Toby Hoover, Robert Kinsey, Dorothy Maddox, Tonya Mays, Dora 
Sanderford.

—Martha Caldwell, Director, WMU, and Pat Murtland, WOM 
Facilitator.
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    It’s not bad to have a plan.  God gave us minds so 
we could plan and make the best use of our time.  
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Prayer focus, Sub-Saharan African Peoples: 
    Workers in South Africa give thanks to God that the 
publication of a newer version of the Zulu Bible in 
modern language has just been made available.  Pray 
this newer and more understandable version of the 
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inexpensive so more Zulu speakers would be able to 
clearly understand the truth of God’s Word.

Pray for North American Mission Board:
     Colorado: Dorothy Caddell, Alan Reed, Florida: Shawn 
Thrasher, Georgia: Derrick Poston, Illinois: Jaeuk Jeong, 
Maryland: Jeffrey Belcher, Massachusetts: Josias Souza, New 
York: Chris Mills, Texas: Brent Isbill, Washington: Taeyun Kim, 
International Mission Board: American Peoples: Ethan Holden, 
East Asian Peoples: AJ, Jeff Kwok, European Peoples: SC, DJ, 
Carol Salsbury, Northern African and Middle Eastern Peoples: JC, 
AF, South Asian Peoples: JS, Southeast Asian Peoples: AW, 
Chaplains, Volunteers, State Convention Missionaries, Retired 
NAMB, Beulah Peoples, Retired IMB, Patty Hampton, Gail Hill, 
Toby Hoover, Robert Kinsey, Dorothy Maddox, Tonya Mays, Dora 
Sanderford.

—Martha Caldwell, Director, WMU, and Pat Murtland, WOM 
Facilitator.



I want to know Christ—yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and 
participation in his sufferings, becoming 
like him in his death,
—Philippians 3:10

New Member
Beatrice Galloway, by baptism

Sympathy
• Carmen Briones and family in the 

passing of her husband, Fernie.
• Rod Wiggs in the passing of his brother.
• The family of Lucy Lagrone Long.
• Russell Gunstream in the passing of his 

mother.

Dates to Remember
4/2—Good Friday
4/4—Easter Sunday
4/6 @11 a.m.—Women on Mission
4/18 @3:30 p.m.—Deacons’ Meeting
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The Northeast Men’s Prayer Breakfast 
will resume this month. The Prayer 
Breakfast takes place every Thursday 
morning at 6:30 a.m. at the Denny’s on 
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