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AUGUST  COFFEE MISSION...Siouxland 

Gospel Mission will be this month’s mission 

during our coffee hour.  Many are without 

homes, in need of food, and  are in grave need.  

Please give with a cheerful heart and help 

those in need!  We thank you for caring! 

 

 

God -N -America, Sunday September 

12th  10:00 Worship Hour!  After forty-

five years of full-time ministry, Dr. Perry 

Greene decided to take a step of faith and 

leave local church ministry to establish an in-

dependent ministry called, “God-N-America”.  

The mission is to “advance faith in God by tell-

ing His story in our History.”  Dr. Perry’s goal is 

to research and retell forgotten accounts of 

America’s spiritual heritage with Biblical appli-

cations for modern audiences.  Dr. Perry lead 

our trips to Israel and was a rich blessing to us.  

We know he will be a bless to you as well! 

Following worship on the 12th, we will host a 

potluck dinner and offer you an opportunity to 

get to know  Dr. Perry better!  For more infor-

mation and content: www.GodNAmerica.com 

            NOTE THE CHANGE OF DATE!! 

Remember in your prayer time:                                      

Brad Copple and donor                                                                                                        

Kent Roepke—for a kidney donor                             

Malcom Sprinkle                                         

Betty Andrews                                                   

Trudy Coil                                                        

Your kindness made a difference...and your 

thoughtfulness touched my heart. Thank 

you, I wanted to thank you for the mission 

money given to me and my family.  I really 

appreciate your thoughtfulness and your 

continued prayers on my behalf.  With all the 

prayers and God’s help, this road to recovery 

has been fairly easy.  Thank you from the 

bottom of my heart.  Sincerely, Brad Copple 

SUNDAY SCHOOL…We are making prepara-

tions for this fall and the date for Sunday school 

to begin will be September 12th.  Our theme will 

be  “Leggo and let God!”   Leggos will adorn the 

building and we will begin “building” our lives for 

Jesus  together!   

KID’S CLUB...Plans are underway for this spe-

cial ministry to begin again in October and we 

are looking for those who would like to help !  Be 

sure to talk to Dana Longlee! 

WATCH FOR MORE DETAILS TO FOLLOW AND 

PLAN TO JOIN IN THE  “LEGGO AND LET GOD” 

YOU ARE INVITED!!  Sunday, August 1st,  the 

community is invited to a celebration of Life—Jay  

(Joe) and Jim KIrkendall—beginning at 12:30-

3:00 p.m. at the Walpole Country Farm and Allan 

Flander building.  Please join us for lunch and 

help us celebrate the memories of Jim and Joe.   

Be sure to stop and wish Mary Ellen a very happy 

birthday as she celebrates her 102 birthday that 

day as well! 

WE CELEBRATE! Kody and Jill celebrate 

their 24th wedding anniversary August 

8th and Bob and Penny Jones celebrate 

their 50th wedding anniversary during 

the coffee hour August 22nd. Congratula-

tions to them for their years of marriage 

and commitment to one another! 

ALL THINGS ARE POSSIBLE TO THOSE THAT BE-

LIEVE.   MARK 9:23 



 

 

August brain teaser: A doctor and a 

bus driver are both in love with the 

same woman, an attractive girl named 

Sarah.  The bus driver had to go on a 

long bus trip that would last a week.  

Before he left, he gave Sarah seven ap-

ples. Why?                                                                        

July answer: Sunglasses 

 

Sunday, August 15th,  we will have a communi-

ty church service in the Sloan Park at 10:00 a.m.  

Rich Moore will be delivering the message,  

“Unwritten Rules” Acts 2:42-47.  Chairs and tables 

will be set up but you may also bring your own chair 

for comfort.  The offering will be taken and given to  

a community project.   It will be part                                    

of the 150+l celebration and a wonderful time of 

worshipping and praising God together. 

The Rain...A cold March wind danced around 
the dead of night in Dallas as the doctor walked into 
the small hospital room of Diana Blessing. She was 
still groggy from surgery. Her husband, David, held 
her hand as they braced themselves for the latest 
news. That afternoon of March 10, 1991, complica-
tions had forced Diana, only 24-weeks pregnant, to 
undergo an emergency Cesarean to deliver couple's 
new daughter, Dana Lu Blessing. 
At 12 inches long and weighing only one pound 
nine ounces, they already knew she was perilously 
premature. Still, the doctor's soft words dropped 
like bombs. "I don't think she's going to make it," 
he said, as kindly as he could. "There's only a 10-
percent chance she will live through the night, and 
even then, if by some slim chance she does make it, 
her future could be a very cruel one" Numb with 
disbelief, David and Diana listened as the doctor 
described the devastating problems Dana would 
likely face if she survived. She would never walk, 
she would never talk, she would probably be blind, 
and she would certainly be prone to other cata-
strophic conditions from cerebral palsy to complete 
mental retardation, and on and on. 
"No! No!" was all Diana could say. She and David, 
with their 5-year-old son Dustin, had long dreamed 
of the day they would have a daughter to become a 
family of four. Now, within a matter of hours, that 
dream was slipping away. But as those first days 
passed, a new agony set in for David and Diana. 
Because Dana's underdeveloped nervous system 
was essentially 'raw', the lightest kiss or caress only 
intensified her discomfort, so they couldn't even 
cradle their tiny baby girl against their chests to of-
fer the strength of their love. 
All they could do, as Dana struggled alone beneath 
the ultraviolet light in the tangle of tubes and wires, 
was to pray that God would stay close to their pre-
cious little girl. There was never a moment when 
Dana suddenly grew stronger. But as the weeks 
went by, she did slowly gain an ounce of weight 
here and an ounce of strength there. At last, when 
Dana turned two months old. her parents were able 
to hold her in their arms for the very first time. And 
two months later, though doctors continued to gen-
tly but grimly warn that her chances of surviving, 

much less living any kind of normal life, were next 
to zero, Dana went home from the hospital, just as 
her mother had predicted. 
Five years later, when Dana was a petite but feisty 
young girl with glittering gray eyes and an un-
quenchable zest for life. She showed no signs what-
soever of any mental or physical impairment. Simp-
ly, she was everything a little girl can be and more. 
But that happy ending is far from the end of her sto-
ry. 
One blistering afternoon in the summer of 1996 near 
her home in Irving, Texas, Dana was sitting in her 
mother's lap in the bleachers of a local ball park 
where her brother Dustin's baseball team was prac-
ticing. 
As always, Dana was chattering nonstop with her 
mother and several other adults sitting nearby when 
she suddenly fell silent. Hugging her arms across her 
chest, little Dana asked, "Do you smell that?" 
Smelling the air and detecting the approach of a 
thunderstorm, Diana replied, "Yes, it smells like 
rain." Dana closed her eyes and again asked, "Do 
you smell that?" 
Once again, her mother replied, "Yes, I think we're 
about to get wet. It smells like rain." Still caught in 
the moment, Dana shook her head, patted her thin 
shoulders with her small hands and loudly an-
nounced, "No, it smells like Him. It smells like God 
when you lay your head on His chest." 
Tears blurred Diana's eyes as Dana happily hopped 
down to play with the other children. Before the 
rains came, her daughter's words confirmed what 
Diana and all the members of the extended Blessing 
family had known, at least in their hearts, all along. 
During those long days and nights of her first two 
months of her life, when her nerves were too sensi-
tive for them to touch her, God was holding Dana on 
His chest and it is His loving scent that she remem-
bers so well. 
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August 2021 
 

Community Church of Christ 

Birthdays: Aug. 1 Mary Ellen Kirkendall, Aug. 2 Delores Goodwin, Denise Hummel, Aug.12 
Allen Silbernagel, Aug. 16 Blanche Jenkins, Aug. 18 Jeremy Hansen, Blaine Strom, Aug. 25 
Jason Benjamin, Sharon Killian, Aug. 27 Austin Lee, Aug. 28 Virginia Larson, Kevin Clayton, 
Aug. 31 Eutana Kaufman, Kathy Gay 
 
Coffee Hours: 
Aug. 1 Kirkendall celebration of Life lunch 12:30 
Aug. 8 Kody and Jill  24th anniversary 
Aug. 15 150+1 in the Park 
Aug. 22 Bob and Penny 50th anniversary 
Aug. 29 Connie and Cathy 
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