
RETURN 
1 KINGS 15:9-22 

(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 
 

(Corresponding passage is in 2 Chronicles 15-16.) 
1. Does God still work in nations like He did in Old Testament times? (Yes but, perhaps we don’t see it as 

evident. Maybe because we don’t look close enough.) 
2. What happened on December 7, 1941 that changed the course of history? (Japan attacked Pearl 

Harbor bringing the United States into World War 2.) 
3. What happened in virtually every church across our nation on December 14, 1941? (The churches 

were full.) 
4. What does it take for a nation or an individual to return to God? 
When a crisis occurs in a nation or an individual’s life it does not always mean they will return to God, but 
wisdom leads us to do so. Churches were filled for the following 3 ½ years as the nation turned to God 
and pulled together and finally won the war on June 6, 1945. The United States fought on three fronts: 
Europe; Japan and Italy from North Africa. Of course there were other nations fighting with us but we led 
the way. 
5. With our troops spread so thin on three fronts who assured our victory? (God and Him alone!) 
6. In what ways is our past present? (Hopefully we learn from the past and make corrections that are 

evident today.) 
In today’s study there isn’t a dramatic event that brings about the nation’s return to God, but a leader 
with a heart for God.  
Asa did not have a strong role model to follow. He faced a decision of whether to choose spiritual 
rebellion like his father or to chart a new course toward spiritual renewal. 
 

WHOLEHEARTED! Read 1 Kings 15:9-15 
 
Is it not amazing that King Asa “did what was right in the LORD’s eyes” without a suitable role model!  
1. What reforms did Asa bring about in the land? (He did away with the prostitutes in the places of 

pagan worship; He removed all the idols his fathers had made; He removed his grandmother from her 
position as “queen mother” and cut down the obscene “image of Asherah” she had built.) 

These practices Asa stopped were deeply imbedded in the people’s worship practice. They had almost 
completely forsaken the Lord. Asa did physically what we must do spiritually; destroy the idols of 
our hearts! 
2. What advice would you give to someone who wants to break with destructive family traditions or 

practices? (Bathe your decision and approach in prayer. Be certain you implement practices pleasing 
to the Lord in its place.) 

3. What are the advantages this side of heaven to doing what is right in the Lord’s sight? (God’s 
commands are to protect us from unnecessary pain and heartache. He wants us to be an example for 
others to follow and come to Him.) 

4. How did Asa’s commitment to God override any loyalties to family practices? (Some people say family 
is always right, or family comes first. Matt. 12:46-50 gives teaching from Jesus on this theme. 
“Whoever does the will of my Father in Heaven” is my family.) 

It is difficult for us not to feel a responsibility for our family, but we can be responsible only for our 
actions—sometimes we can influence and other times we can’t.  
5. How do we influence our family without looking holier-than-thou or communicating arrogance? 
6. What did Asa not do that, perhaps he should have done? (He did not remove the “high places” that had 

been there since the Israelites entered the land under Joshua’s leadership some 500 years earlier. 
Sadly, they would remain until the time of King Josiah—2 Kings 23.) 



7. Where are your “high places”? (The fact is, we all have our own high places—areas where we simply 
don’t get it. Perhaps you have some religious practices but no living relationship with the God of the 
Bible. Ask the Father to show you as David did, “Search my heart, O God”—Psalm 139:23-24.) 

8. When did you go from being a church goer to be fully committed to the Lord? 
 

CORNERED! Read 1 Kings 15:16-19 
 
Explain that this is a blockade to stop commerce on this major trade route going north and south. It also 
kept those in the northern kingdom from going to Jerusalem to worship. 
1. What is happening here in these verses? (Asa basically offered a bribe to a pagan king, Ben-hadad to 

attack Israel from the north so King Baasha would withdraw his troops from attacking Judah.) 
2. What kind of pressure might make a person resort to desperate action? (When either we have failed 

to go to the Lord or we have gone to the Lord and there still seems to be no answer.) 
3. Where should Asa have turned to for deliverance? (The Lord, of course. In 2 Chro. 16:7-8 the seer, 

Hanani rebukes Asa for not asking the Lord for deliverance as he had done in the past.) 
4. Why are we easily tempted to depend on our own resources rather than God during times of crisis? 

(Over confident. It is tangible. We may even think down deep that this is too big for God. I’ve never 
seen Him handle a situation like this.) 

You may end up resolving the issue your way, but what blessings did you miss by not doing it God’s way? 
Having trusted in God and found Him trustworthy in the past, how could Asa place his trust in anything 
or anybody else? 
5. In what areas of your life do you trust something or someone other than the Lord? 
 

RESOLVED! Read 1 Kings 15:20-22 
 
Ben-hadad accepted Asa’s bribe and attacked cities in Israel. Because of these attacks, King Baasha 
retreated from fortifying the city of Ramah. 
1. Who got credit for ending the blockade? (Ben-hadad, not the Lord. And Asa missed a blessing, most 

likely.) 
2. Did Baasha’s retreating to fight Ben-hadad justify Asa’s actions? (No. See 2 Chro. 16:9) 
3. How might we be tempted to justify our actions by focusing on the outcome? (See, I knew what I was 

doing!) 
4. How would getting all of Judah involved in dismantling Ramah serve as a rallying point for the 

people? (To dismantle Ramah together would bring unity to the nation.) 
The building materials were used to build up two cities in Judah—Geba and Mizpah.  
Abilities and skills are important but fear and trust in the LORD are of greater importance.  
Asa’s trust in God weakened as he displayed more trust in foreign nations.  
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 

 God expects the leaders of His people to wholeheartedly follow Him. 
 Believers must guard their hearts when facing difficulties. 
 God is always faithful, even when we are not. 

 
1. Examine your life for “gods” that might draw you away from remaining loyal to the LORD. What actions 

can you take to safeguard yourself from being drawn away? 
2. How can we make sure our commitment to God overrides any other loyalties?  
 
God works in our world today just as much as He worked in the days of Asa. Look around to see where 
and how He is working in your life, other’s lives and how He is working in nations! 



 
Prayer 
 


