
REPENTANCE 
1 KINGS 8:46-60 

 
Preparation: Give each person a lump of clay with which to shape a bell. As they work explain: 
            Repentance and discipline are meant to refine and shape our lives. It is as simple and complex as 
God shaping us into the marvelous individuals we were designed to be. He may need to take off pieces, 
add in pieces, smooth out rough edges, or highlight certain strengths. 
1. How is your lump of clay like us? (Initially we are pliable and easy to work with but the longer we are 

exposed to the world and away from the Master we become stiff and brittle. But as long as we yield to 
the Master’s gentle hands we are easily shaped.) 

Allowing God to shape us might be another way of describing repentance. 
2. Why do we resist repentance? (Repentance includes us admitting responsibility for an action.) 
3. What good comes through repentance? (Peace and close fellowship with the Father. We also become 

better friends, coworkers, and family members. We can’t have true peace with others until we have 
peace with God.) 

4. Today’s study is set against the backdrop of the temple dedication ceremony. Have you ever attended 
a dedication ceremony? Who is generally in attendance? (Important people in the community and 
perhaps our state and, sometimes even our nation.) 

Using the best supplies and skilled craftsmen, Solomon oversaw the building of the temple—a 
magnificent structure where the people could gather to worship God. In today’s passage, we will study 
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication ceremony. Not that this is really important but the temple 
construction had been completed 11 months earlier—1 Kings 6:38. Why wait that long to dedicate the 
building, you ask. First, the Feast of Booths occurred at this time and the nation would already be 
gathered, eliminating additional travel. It was also a time of spiritual revival, remembering their 
deliverance from Egypt. 
Solomon’s prayer at the dedication of the temple is one of the greatest public prayers recorded in 
Scripture. 
 
Solomon’s prayer actually begins in verse 23 but we are only going to consider a few verses of the total 
prayer. Look at verse 22 to see Solomon’s posture as he prayed. 

IN EXILE! Read 1 Kings 8:46-48 
 
1. How does it almost seem that Solomon saw the future? (That the nation would be led away in exile 

because of their sin.) 
2. How does God’s discipline move us toward repentance? (Solomon presented seven situations in 

which the people would find themselves in need and turn to God. The seventh is being led away in 
captivity. Acknowledging our sin is the first step back to God.) 

Solomon knew that the Israelites could forfeit their covenant blessings if they turned from God’s way. So 
throughout his prayer Solomon emphasized the Israelites’ need to obey God’s commands, and should 
they fail to obey (as sinful men and women will often do) he calls on God to forgive them when they 
repent. 
3. Who did Solomon say would sin? (Rom. 3:23.) 
4. What types of discipline does God use to draw His children back to Him? (He may use and number of 

ways, as He did with Israel, to bring us back to Him. Illness; financial; family difficulties; etc.) 
When God’s discipline happens in our lives, it should lead us to repentance. Now Solomon pleads with 
God to hear and respond. 
 

GOD HEARS! Read 1 Kings 8:49-53 
 



God’s bringing His people out of Egypt is the single most defining event in Israel’s history to this very day! 
They went into Egypt as a large family of approximately 70 and came out 400 years later a nation of 
approximately 2 million. 
1. What specifically did Solomon ask God to do for His people? (Hear them; uphold their cause; forgive 

them; that their captors would have compassion; Your eyes be open to their petition.) 
2. What reason did Solomon give for God to do all of this? (They are your chosen people.) 
3. How does God view our sin? (“At the heart of every choice to sin is a rejection of God, and that’s why 

the grief of repentance must begin with how my actions affect the Lord. When I choose the wrong, I’m 
really saying, “You’re not enough, God. I need this too. You have not met my needs, so I’m going out on 
my own this time.”—James MacDonald) 

In Scripture, everywhere we see someone in real contact with God it produces a sense of immense 
unworthiness! Get close to God and you’ll see your sinfulness. 
4. What is the connection between our repentance and God’s compassion? (God wants you to repent 

more than you want His forgiveness! He does not want to punish/discipline anyone but does it 
because of His holiness and our good—to turn us back to Him.) 

As believers, we can have confidence that God hears our prayers of repentance. See 1 John 1:9. 
 

BLESSING OFFERED! Read 1 Kings 8:54-60 
 
1. What was Solomon’s posture as he stood before his people and blessed the whole congregation? 

(Standing with his hands raised toward heaven.) 
2. In what sense had God given them rest? (Both King Saul and King David fought many battles during 

their time on the throne but Solomon would reign during a time of peace.) 
Read again verses 55-60 carefully identifying the blessings King Solomon spoke over the people. 
3. What about God makes Him like no other? (First, there are no other gods except man-made gods. 

Solomon further prayed that the peoples of the earth would know God, be faithful to Him, and see Him 
as the one true God.) 

4. How does God’s presence enable His people to live God-honoring lives? (God enables us to honor Him 
through right actions, right relationships, and right words.) 

It is the Holy Spirit’s power living through us, if we but yield to Him! By this we can be a testimony to 
others wherever we go. 
 
The first readers of 1 Kings were already living in exile in Babylon, so these words would have had a 
powerful impact upon them. 
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 

 God’s discipline should lead to our repentance. 
 Believers can count on God hearing their prayers of repentance. 
 God’s presence enables believers to honor Him through their faithfulness.  

 
1. What roadblocks keep you from approaching God honestly with all your heart and soul? 
2. What can be done to remove those roadblocks and any doubts you may have about God listening? 
 


