
GRANTED 
1 KINGS 3:4-15 

 
Today we begin a six-month study in the Old Testament—three months in 1st and 2nd Kings then three 
months studying several of the Minor Prophets. As we begin this study in 1-2 Kings, let’s set the context. 
Where are we in the story of the Bible? What has come before? What is still to come? About what year is 
this? 
            “1-2 Kings covers a period of four hundred years beginning with the last days of David (his death c. 
960 BC) and ending in the middle of the exile (c. 561 BC).  The narrative is straightforward for the first 
eleven chapters, with Israel and Judah united under Solomon.  1 Kings 12 begins with a story of rebellion 
and from here on we find the parallel and intertwining story of two kingdoms: the larger kingdom of 
Israel in the north and Judah in the south (1 Ki 12:20-2 Ki 17:6).  The writer alternates between the two 
kingdoms, relating the reign of successive kings of Israel and Judah, until their final capture and exile: 
Israel by Assyria in 720 BC and Judah by Babylon in 587 BC.”—NIV Bible Speaks Today notes. 
 
In most pagan nations, when the ruler died one of his sons, generally the eldest, would assume leadership 
and take the thrown. This is not the case in Israel. Remember the first king of Israel, Saul was selected by 
the Lord, the second king, David, was selected by the Lord and now God will select the third king. Even 
though David’s eldest son, Adonijah, tried to take the thrown before the king died. But under God’s 
leadership and at the request of Nathan and Bathsheba, David had Solomon confirmed as king before he 
died. 
 
God gave young King Solomon an opportunity to make a decision that would affect the course of his life. 
1. How many life-changing decisions do we have in a life time? 
2. If God promised you that He would fulfill one request, what might it be and why? (That I would see all 

of my children and grandchildren serving the Lord before I die.) 
In a dream, God asked Solomon an intriguing question: “What should I give you?” We will examine how 
King Solomon—a man of great power and wealth—responded to God’s question. 
 
We learn in 1 Kings 3:3 that “Solomon loved the LORD by walking in the statutes of his father David, but he 
also sacrificed and burned incense on the high places.” This verse hints at the divided loyalties Solomon 
would struggle with throughout his reign primarily because of the wives he took to himself. 

GOD OFFERS! Read 1 Kings 3:4-5 
 
1. Why did Solomon go to Gibeon? (To worship God. According to 2 Chronicles 1:3 the tent of meeting 

was there, even though the Ark of God was in a tent in Jerusalem.) 
“High places” were generally associated with worship of false gods but not always—as was the case here. 
Worship reminds us that God is guiding our lives and puts us in a better frame of mind to hear from Him. 
2. How does worship place us in a position to hear from God more readily? (Worship puts our focus on 

God. Our spirit is more tuned in to listen to what God has to say and our mind is more receptive. 
Worship helps us accept God’s direction and blessings.) 

3. In what other situations do we hear well from God? (When we are in great need. In times of sorrow.) 
4. Is worship more than just praising God? How so? (It is attention to God, obedience to God, and living 

for God.) 
5. What do our prayer requests reveal about our hearts? (It reveals what is really important to me!) 
 
Worship was Solomon’s first step toward God and His blessings. 

SOLOMON ANSWERS! Read 1 Kings 3:6-9 
 



1. How many times is God referred to in some way in these four verses?  
2. What does that say about Solomon? (His focus was on God.) 
3. How would you describe Solomon’s response? (He had a humble heart, right attitude about God and 

right view of himself.) 
4. How did Solomon describe his father, David? (He was faithful, righteous and had integrity.) 
David was by no means perfect; yet, overall, his life displayed a desire to walk with God. 
5. There are numerous people in the Bible who felt inadequate for the job or task God called them to do. 

Why might God call people who feel inadequate for the task? (God wants men and women who will 
depend on Him instead of their own ability.) 

6. What is the connection between humility and understanding our need for God’s wisdom? (If we are 
proud in ourselves we see no need for God’s wisdom—we are like the prodigal son who didn’t need 
his father!) 

7. What is the difference between humility and confidence in doing the task God has called and equipped 
us to do? (Our confidence is in God, not ourselves. We realize that without God we are nothing.) 

8. What is significant about Solomon asking for a receptive hart? (A receptive heart discerns. 
Discernment means telling right from wrong, good from evil, even in difficult situations.) 

9. How does remembering God’s past faithfulness help us to trust Him when we face new challenges? 
(He did it before, He’ll do it again!) 

 
Despite his power and position, Solomon saw the need for God’s wisdom in his life. 

GOD PROVIDES! Read 1 Kings 3:10-15 
 
1. How did God exceed what Solomon requested? (Wisdom that no man had before him or would have 

after him; riches and honor; and long life IF he walked in God’s ways and kept God’s statutes and 
commands as David had done.) 

There has never been and never will be a man equal to Solomon. In addition to all this Solomon 
composed 3,000 proverbs and 1,005 songs. He also commented on and wrote about many topics related 
to animals and agriculture—1 Ki 4:32-34. 
Wisdom characterized Solomon’s legacy. The beginning of wisdom is truly to recognize the need 
for wisdom. 
God was pleased with the things Solomon did NOT request. 
2. How can what a person doesn’t ask for when praying be just as telling as what is requested? (Our 

request reveals what is really in our heart.) 
3. Why do you think Solomon asked for wisdom? (The person who walks in wisdom experiences God’s 

presence, power, and wonderful, boundless approval.) 
4. Do the things we request truly honor God?  
5. Are our requests in accordance with God’s will, as we know it? 
6. Does God always give us what we ask for? 
7. What might affect whether or not we receive from God what we request? (The condition of our heart 

in relation to God’s.) 
8. How does aligning our attitudes and actions with God’s purpose bring life? (When we align ourselves 

with God’s Word, we become beacons of light in our world.) 
Caution: This does not mean a young mother dying of cancer or a caring teen getting killed by a drunk 
driver or 19 children being shot by a deranged man aligns with God’s purposes and heart; these are 
effects of our broken world, not events that God blesses. 
God can and will use all circumstances for our good and His glory! 
9. Do you think we ask too much or too little of God? (If we were to summarize these verses, we would 

find some very clear and concise principles related to our asking: 
 God wants us to ask Him to meet all of our needs. 
 God delights in revealing to us His desires and His ways of doing things. 



 We can ask God for all needs. 
 We must always ask in faith and in the name of Jesus. 
 We are to ask for things in accordance with God’s will. 
 God will respond to our need not in a way that is contrary to His commandments, but in a way that 

is pleasing to Him and brings Him glory. 
 We can be assured that whenever we ask God for something, He hears us and responds to us, 

giving us precisely what we need (which may not be what we think we need but is always what 
benefits us the most). 

10. How is God’s wisdom different from the wisdom of this world? (Earthly wisdom is grounded in man’s 
fallen nature. God’s wisdom is based upon man’s “new nature” given at the time of a person’s spiritual 
birth—2 Cor. 5:17.) 

God answered Solomon’s prayers in ways that aligned with His purposes and His heart. Solomon 
responded by turning to God again in worship and praise. 
 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 
1. What would you say is the difference between knowledge and wisdom? (2 Tim. 3:7—“Always learning 

and never able to come to a knowledge of the truth.” Wisdom is the correct application of knowledge.) 
2. Is there an area in your life in which you need God’s wisdom because of a challenge you face? If so, 

this is something you are going to want to add to your personal prayer list. 
 
Close with a prayer acknowledging our need for God’s wisdom, and thanking Him for the abundant 
wisdom He provides if we will just ask. 


