
OBSERVING (KEEPING WATCH) 
2 THESSALONIANS 2:1-12 
(Prepared by Gene Thompson) 

1. How observant are you? Close your eyes for a moment? What color shirt is the person sitting closest 
to you (not your spouse) wearing? What color shirt am I wearing? 

2. How observant are you spiritually? 
            Throughout Scripture we are told to watch for the signs of the times, be alert and ready for His 
coming, as we serve our Lord and Master—Luke 21:25-27. 
            Today we will be talking about “the man of lawlessness” which most scholars believe to be the 
antichrist. 
3. Various historical figures have been accused of being the antichrist. Can you name a few? (John F. 

Kennedy; Henry Kissinger; Adolf Hitler; Stalin; some of the Roman Caesars; etc.) 
“In our study today we will examine Paul’s teaching regarding the rise of the Antichrist and the coming 
Tribulation on earth. And you will discover yet another reason for Christians to rejoice in God’s plan to 
remove them from the earth before the Antichrist rises to power.”—David Jeremiah. 
I believe the end time events will unfold as follows: The Church age in which we are living; The Rapture 
(where Jesus comes in the air not to the earth); The Tribulation; The Second Coming; Armageddon; The 
Great White Throne Judgment; Eternity. 
Regardless of the sequence of these events, God is sovereign and in complete control at all times! God 
gives us a glimpse into the future so that we can live hopefully and expectantly in the present. Our task is 
to be prepared for Christ’s return and to spread the gospel so that even more people will also be 
prepared! 
 
Paul warned the church at Thessalonica to observe and stay focused on what they knew to be true! 

REMEMBERING! Read 2 Thess. 2:1-5 
 
Notice that Paul didn’t necessarily give them new information, but he did clarify the truth, which would 
help them reject the messages proclaimed by false teachers who were intent on upsetting their 
congregation. Paul encouraged the church to live in light of the promises God had made to them. 
1. What specific instructions did Paul give them here? (Verses two and three.) 
Don’t have a panic attack or act like you’re at your wit’s end. Don’t be despondent or troubled in spirit to 
the point of wailing. Evidently they were extremely upset. 
2. What are some tactics false teachers might use today to stir up or upset believers? (Mix truth with a 

lie, which makes it all a lie. Outright against Scripture. Infiltrate the church little by little until they 
have gained people’s trust. Speak loud and with confidence.) 

3. Why is the ability to recognize false teaching essential for Christians? (The ability to recognize lies 
requires knowing biblical truth. Studying, meditating on, and memorizing Scripture helps us identify 
falsehoods. Proper interpretation and teaching of Scripture are vital to a believer’s spiritual health.) 

4. What are some signs of the end times? (“Apostasy” or falling away from God signifies heightened 
rebellion against God. The Antichrist will oppose all other beliefs and religions and presume the 
position of God.) 

5. How does the promise of Christ’s return help relieve the stress of living in a fallen world? (We have 
complete faith in the One who is in control and all our hope is in Him.) 

Paul emphasized that the man of lawlessness was being restrained until the right time comes. God’s 
timing is always perfect. Even when things might feel out of control, He’s in control! 
 

TIMING! Read 2 Thess. 2:6-8 
 
Evidently Paul had already told them what was restraining the lawless one when he was with them. 



1. Who “holds back” the man of lawlessness? (Scholars name three possibilities: Government and law, 
which help to curb evil; the ministry and activity of the church and the effects of the gospel; and the 
Holy Spirit.) 

Can you imagine what the world would be like without the influence of the universal church! If the 
Rapture comes before the Tribulation, that will be the case. 
2. In what ways do we see or experience lawlessness in society today? (Consider the way we behave in 

our society, our mindsets, and attitudes we see every day.) 
3. What will happen to the lawless one when Jesus returns? (He will be blown out like a candle by just 

the breath of Jesus! Compare this passage: Isa. 11:4 “He will rule against the wicked and destroy them 
with the breath of his mouth”—NLT) 

4. When and how will evil permanently end? (Satan, all forces of evil, and those who belong to Satan will 
be forever condemned at Christ’s return.) 

5. How should the list of events given by Paul impact a person’s belief about the return of Christ? (Our 
faith should be strengthened and our hope secured!) 

Paul explained that the lawless one would perform false signs and wonders in an effort to deceive all 
people. See Matt. 7:21-23. 
 

DECEIVING! Read 2 Thess. 2:9-12 
 
1. How can believers determine if miracles, signs and wonders are from God or are counterfeit? (Ask 

this question: who is exalted by the act. Not all “who claim to have the Spirit” represent God—1 John 
4:1.) 

Confession and acknowledgment of Jesus’ humanity and divinity identify a spirit’s true source. Jesus 
performed miracles to help, heal, and draw others to God. Beware of so-called Christian figures that boast 
about or draw attention to themselves rather than pointing to Christ. 
2. What does Paul say here about those who are deceived and reject Jesus? (They perish because they 

did not love the truth.) 
3. Why should we love biblical truth? (It saves, frees from Satan; imparts grace and peace; sanctifies; 

loves; protects from error; is the hope of heaven; will be resisted by some; rightly handled, is 
approved by God; helps us continue to grow.) 

4. What is Paul talking about when he says God sends a powerful delusion? (Paul is most likely using the 
same kind of “God gave them over” conclusion that he uses in Romans 1:24; 26; 28. What we are 
seeing then is a declaration of God’s judgment. “If that’s the way you want it, so be it!”) 

5. Why might a person willfully accept a lie when the truth is available? (Blinded by Satan. Simple 
rebellion.) 

6. How should the coming of the lawless one influence our approach to sharing the gospel today? (The 
time is near we should be urgently sharing the Good News.) 

 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 
Commentator William Barclay said about this passage that, “this is undoubtedly one of the most difficult 
passages in the whole New Testament.” 
Perhaps we can all be forgiven if we struggle to understand parts of it. What we can understand is the big 
idea: what is it again? 
 
“God reigns over the entire earth. He is not just the God of the east or the God of the west. He is the God of 
the north, south, east and west. The long arm of the Lord reigns over everyone. The sun never sets on the 
omnipresent shadow of our Savior Jesus. Indeed, He is the greatest in power, high and lofty in dominion, 
extremely eminent in wisdom and elevated in excellence of glory. Our God reigns.  He reigns in war. He 
reigns in peace. He reigns in crisis. He reigns in calm. He reigns in economic catastrophe. He reigns in 



economic prosperity. Our God reigns. He reigns over evil. He reigns over good. He reigns over nations. He 
reigns over individuals. Our God reigns.”—Boyd Bailey. 
 
“Our God reigns for the purpose of His glory and His glory alone. It is all about Him and His eternal 
aspirations. Our God reigns for righteousness sake. Our God reigns for the sake of the gospel. Live like He 
reigns. Live free and by faith. Tell all whom you have earned the right to tell. Your God reigns. Validate 
your words with your life of faith and faithfulness. Your God reigns. He reigns now and for evermore. 
Amen and amen!”—Boyd Bailey. 
 
Prayer. 
 


