
CONFESSION MADE 
DANIEL 9:1-19 

 
1. How do we normally pray for the sin we see all around us in our nation? (Normally 

most of us pray that God will bring conviction on others. I find that most of the time I 
separate myself from the sin I’m praying God will convict others of.) 

We will discover in our study today that Daniel used the plural pronouns we, us and our 
over twenty times as he prayed for his nation to confess and repent of their sin. Then he 
asked God to forgive and restore them, not for the nation’s good but to bring honor to God 
Himself. 
Context: Read Daniel 9:1-3. 
2. How did Daniel know what to pray about? (He was reading Scripture.) 
Jon Courson writes: God is a great conversationalist and He initiates the conversation 
through His Word. That’s why reading the Bible is important and studying it is essential. As 
I read the Scriptures, I discover the things I should talk about in prayer. 
3. What specifically moved Daniel to prayer in the passage he was reading? (God had told 

Jeremiah the people would be in exile 70 years. Because Daniel was taken in 605 BC he 
thought the time might be near for Israel to return. The year is 538 BC) 

One writer says “God allowed this exile because not only had they embraced idolatry but 
they had ignored God’s Word continually—specifically as it related to the Sabbath year in 
Leviticus 25.”  
4. How do we know the seriousness with which Daniel approached this time of confession 

and petition?  
5. How can admitting our wrongdoing to someone else actually strengthen the 

relationship? (It helps to eliminate barriers and hard feelings. With God we know He is 
always ready to forgive.) 

“Daniel 9 contains one of the most remarkable prayers in the whole Bible. It runs on the 
dual tracks of (1) corporate confession of sin and (2) recognition of the greatness, 
awesomeness, righteousness, and holiness of God as expressions of His character.” 

CONFESSION MADE! Read Daniel 9:4-6 
 
1. How did Daniel begin his prayer? (Proclaiming the greatness and holiness of God.) 
2. What is the lesson for us on addressing God? (We should address God by 

acknowledging His character and person.) 
3. What do you think Daniel is feeling as he prays? (Humility, brokenness and 

unworthiness in God’s presence.) 
4. What terms did Daniel use to describe the way they had treated God? (1-we have 

sinned; 2-done wrong; 3-acted wickedly; 4-rebelled; 5-turned away from your 
commands and ordinances; 6-Not listened to Your servants the prophets. Throughout 
the prayer Daniel confesses to some form of these terms 19 times—he is heartbroken!) 

5. Anyone of these would be enough to bring God’s judgment, but which one seems worse 
to you? 



6. How does confession move us toward repentance? (Confession is agreeing with God 
that we have sinned and have broken fellowship with God. Repentance is asking 
forgiveness and turning away from sin. Now fellowship is restored.) 

7. What is the status of your fellowship with God? Is it clogged with sin, or is it free-
flowing? 

 
Notice this section begins and ends talking about God’s righteousness. 

RIGHTEOUSNESS SEEN! Read Daniel 9:7-14 
 
1. Who is responsible for the situation Israel is in? (Israel! God is just in bringing about 

their punishment.) 
Daniel affirmed God’s character as a righteous God while also recognizing the extent of 
Israel’s sin. 
2. Who was Daniel talking about being in rebellion here? (All the Jews, near and far. They 

were in public shame because they were in exile because of their sin.) 
“Daniel seems to be saying that though Israel had gone through the ravages of God’s curse, 
the people remained unchanged, unbroken, unrepentant…. Israel has a history of rebellion 
and idolatry and has suffered God’s judgment for it but it has not driven them to godly grief 
and genuine repentance…. What good will it do to have a people back in the land with still 
no sense of their sin and no exercise in repentance? Who has never been crushed in spirit 
over their idolatry? It’s not Israel alone—humanity in general is averse to admitting sin and 
guilt. 
To such an accusation, we all must confess: guilty as charged. 
To get nations back on their feet, we must first get down on our knees.”—Billy Graham. 
3. Why does God’s righteousness require Him to punish sin? (Part of God’s judgment is the 

natural consequences of our sin and part is God acting in judgment because He said He 
would in Leviticus 26:33 and Deuteronomy 28:63-67.) 

4. How does God’s compassion and faithfulness to His promises compel people to turn to 
Him in repentance? (When we realize how justly and righteously God deals with us, our 
hearts are drawn toward God. Then we have a decision to make to either turn away or 
confess and repent, restoring fellowship.) 

5. What hope do we have despite our sin? (God is compassionate and forgiving, no matter 
what we’ve done, we can be restored. There may be consequences of our sin to suffer 
but God will be with us through it all.) 

God does not ask us to confess our sins because He needs to know we have sinned, but 
because He knows that we need to know we have sinned! 
 
“As Christians our ultimate goal in prayer is to glorify God by changing the world. God 
desires to pour Himself through us into our world, thus bringing about change. Herein lies 
the problem. How can a holy God pour Himself through a believer whose life is clogged 
with the debris of this world? Sin causes indifference, and it is impossible for indifferent 
people to change the world. Daily we must pray as the psalmist, ‘Search me, O God and 
know my heart: try me, and know my thoughts: And see if there be any wicked way in me, 
and lead me in the way everlasting’ (Ps. 139:23-24.”—Dick Eastman. 
 



FORGIVENESS SOUGHT! Read Daniel 9:15-19 
 
What a dramatic, emotional plea for forgiveness and restoration! 
Throughout Daniel’s prayer he addressed God by name multiple times. It is important for 
us to recognize and acknowledge God for who He is and His character. 
1. Why is it important to remember how God worked in the past? (The more we learn 

about God’s activity throughout Scripture, the more confidence—stronger faith we have 
in God’s compassionate mercy. We should also recall times in our life when He has 
proved Himself faithful.) 

2. Whose reputation was Daniel concerned about? (See verse 19.) 
3. Why can we have confidence in God, despite our sin? (Daniel asked God to forgive Israel 

based on God’s abundant compassion, not because of Israel’s righteous acts. 
Forgiveness is granted by God as an act of mercy and compassion or grace toward His 
repentant people.) 

 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 
1. In your opinion, has the spiritual health of our nation improved or worsened over the 

past 10-15 years? 
2. Has the spiritual health of our churches improved over that same period of time? 
3. What about our church specifically? 
 
“In researching families in the U. S., the Southern Baptist Council on Family Life discovered 
a gut wrenching statistic: “88 percent of the children raised in evangelical homes leave 
church at the age of 18, never to return.” This mass exodus is seen not just among Southern 
Baptist churches, but across denominational lines.”  
—God Has a Wonderful Plan for your Life; The Myth of the Modern Message by Ray 
Comfort © 2010 pg13. 
 
This is only one of several disturbing statistics. This brought conviction in my heart about 
my prayer life. 
 
Closing prayer. 
 

 

 


