
CONFRONTED 
1 THESSALONIANS 2:13-20 

 
1. What are some ways people prepare for the future? (Insurance, education, medical care, savings 

plans, being physically fit to ward off health issues later, etc.) 
2. How does the way the future is portrayed by the news, books, movies, and television affect the way 

people prepare for and view the future? (Most secular points of view would have us believe we only 
need to prepare for this life because when we die that’s it, it’s all over. As Christians we know better. 
The life we have in Christ now is like water on the tip of our finger for a thirsty man compared to the 
life eternally with Christ!) 

Society offers all kinds of predictions about the future, and they are uncertain, constantly changing their 
predictions. Only the Word of God is reliable and unchanging. 
3. What is something you wish you could know about the future right now? (I can’t think of anything I 

would like to know about the future. God has given us all we need to know in His Word, the rest we 
accept by faith.) 

Despite the uncertainty about the future, we can know for certain that God created each of us as eternal 
beings with an eternal destination beyond this life. That eternal future hinges on one question: What are 
you going to do with Jesus, accept or reject? 
 

RECEIVED! Read 1 Thess. 2:13-14 
 
Recall that last week’s session focused on sharing the gospel with compassion and grace. 
1. How did Paul say they accepted the message Paul shared with them? (They accepted it as “the 

message of God” not from man.) 
This led Paul to praise the Thessalonians. They recognized that God’s Word is true and therefore 
trustworthy. Receiving and trusting in God’s Word leads to transformation in the lives of the believers. 
2. What was Paul’s attitude expressed in verse 13? (He had a grateful, thankful spirit.) 
Where there is gratitude there’s happiness and contentment; without it, there is unhappiness and 
dissatisfaction every time. Our thankfulness glorifies God and makes Him happy: “the one who offers 
thanksgiving as his sacrifice glorifies me”—Ps.50:23. 
3. How exactly does the Word work in us?  
“Verse 13 teaches us much about the Bible. God’s Word is a gift we have received from God, and we must 
accept it and thank Him for it. As we believe the Word and obey it, God’s power works in us and through 
us and accomplishes God’s purposes. The Word must become flesh in our own lives (John 1:14) as we 
receive the Word and serve the Lord. James 1:22 says, “Do not merely listen to the Word, and deceive 
yourselves. Do what it says.”—Warren Wiersbe. 
4. God’s Word is at work within us. Changing us, growing us, transforming us. How is this different from 

trying hard to be good?  
“Christianity is not a creed, an organization, or a religious system, it is the life of God in humans, making 
us more like Jesus Christ. “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son. Whoever has the Son 
has life; whoever does not have the Son of God does not have life” (1 John 5:11-12). The key truth is 
incarnation—“Christ lives in me” (Gal. 2:20). God’s Son, God’s Word, God’s grace, and God’s Spirit don’t 
simply encourage us; they enable us! “But by the grace of God I am what I am,” wrote Paul, “and his grace 
to me was not without effect. No, I worked harder than all of them—yet not I, but the grace of God that 
was with me” (1 Cor. 15:10). 
Some people call this “the deeper life,” others “the higher life,” “the victorious Christian life,” or “the 
exchanged life.” Whatever name you give it, it is simply the life of God at work in and through us as we 
follow Jesus the way, believe in Jesus the truth, and surrender to Jesus the life. It’s to believe that 
Ephesians 3:20-21 means what it says and act upon it: “Now to him who is able to do immeasurably more 



than all we ask or imagine, according to His power that is at work within us, to Him be glory in the church 
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever!”—Warren Wiersbe. 
5. What difficulties were the Thessalonians’ facing? (You recall from last week that they were being 

persecuted for their faith.) 
6. What could they learn from the churches back in Judea? (The church there stood strong under 

persecution and the Word of God spread throughout the world.) 
7. What criteria should be considered when determining who should be viewed as a model? (The Word 

of God is always the standard for our actions, collectively and individually.) 
We must remember God has gifted each one of us differently. So we may use different methods in our 
ministries but the truths shared are the same—all from the Word of God! 
Notice when Paul was converted God used Paul’s intensity in accomplishing a mission to destroy the 
church to a great intensity to share the gospel. His personality didn’t change, but his goals and mission 
changed as his life was transformed! 
 
In contrast to the Thessalonians’ reception of the gospel, Paul pointed to the Jews who rejected the gospel 
and sought to keep the message from being shared with the Gentiles. 

REJECTED! Read 1 Thess. 2:15-16 
 
1. What are the characteristics of those who are against God? (Killed the Lord Jesus and His prophets; 

persecuted Christians; displeased God; hostile toward everyone; hindered sharing the gospel to the 
Gentiles.) 

2. Why do you suppose some readily accept the gospel while others do not? (Conviction of sin comes 
through the supernatural work of the Holy Spirit. Self-centeredness, pride, depending on self, and lack 
of faith are reasons the Jews opposed the spreading of the gospel. Similar reasons cause some to reject 
the gospel today.) 

A truth many people don’t understand: If you are not for God you are against God. There is no 
middle ground or third option! 
3. What were (is) the consequences of their actions? (Their sins are piling up and the wrath of God will 

be poured out on them.) 
4. How does the opposition to the gospel faced in Paul’s day compare to the opposition faced today? (It 

is no different. There are places in our world today where Christians are martyred for their faith. 
There are those among us who try to stamp out the truth of God’s Word and keep people from hearing 
this life-changing message!) 

5. How are you motivated to share the gospel knowing the outcome of those who reject it? (Obedience 
to God’s command to spread the gospel inspires action. Our world is filled with hurting, broken 
people who need to hear the good news that brings hope and eternal life.) 

The real duty of worship or obedience is not the outward duty to say or do something. It is the inward 
duty, the command: “Delight yourself in the LORD”! (Ps. 37:4). “Be glad in the LORD, and rejoice!” (Ps. 
32:11). Then it is expressed through our actions! 
 
Paul could have easily been discouraged by the opposition, but instead he focused on those who accepted 
Christ, which encouraged him! Where is your focus in your ministry? 

FOCUSED! Read 1 Thess. 2:17-20 
 
Be careful not to get your focus on the wrong issue here in these verses. Paul was somehow hindered by 
Satan from going back to see the Thessalonians face to face. Whether hindered by Satan or led by the Holy 
Spirit Paul continued to spread the gospel as God had commissioned him to do. When the Holy Spirit 
leads us to stay where we are, or direct us to go, there will be a peace in our heart. When Satan hinders 
us, there is no peace but God will still provide a place for ministry. 
 



1. What does it mean to disciple others? (Christian discipleship involves encouraging and helping others 
grow and mature in their personal walk with Christ. Genuine care and concern for the spiritual 
welfare of fellow believers drives discipleship.) 

2. In what way is your Sunday School teacher one who disciples? 
3. How can we ensure we stay focused during the times when we face opposition? (We must prepare 

daily for battle. That starts with our time alone with God and in His Word. God is all-powerful; no 
force or person can overthrow His ultimate plan and purpose. See Eph. 6:10-18.) 

4. What did Paul say brought him joy? (Paul talks passionately to the Thessalonians about what they 
mean to him. He doesn’t need crowns or praises from many. He doesn’t need accolades from the 
sidelines. He simply sees other people and their growth as his glory and joy.) 

5. What would our lives look like if we viewed relationships the way Paul did? 
6. What if we saw people as our greatest accomplishments? 
When we see life the way Paul did, our great pursuit then becomes discipling others, training them to be 
more like Jesus. Our great reward won’t be a championship ring, but a champion believer who has also 
chosen to duplicate him or her in others. 
7. How does focusing on eternity help us endure challenges experienced because of our faith in Jesus? 

(The crown we shall receive we will be able to present to Jesus as we cast them in praise at the feet of 
the King of kings and Lord of lords for His glory! It is all for Him! I sure would hate to have nothing to 
offer!) 

 

SUMMARIZE AND CHALLENGE! 
 
A person’s response to the gospel defines his or her future! 
 
1. How has responding to the gospel impacted your life and life style? 
2. What can you do intentionally to help others experience the same change? 
Our everyday lives give witness to the power of the gospel and can sway or dissuade others to Christ! 
 
Who are you praying for in our up-coming revival? 
Pray God will give you an opportunity to talk with them in the next two weeks about attending with you. 
 
Prayer. 
 


