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Asking God to transform us...So He can use us!

A Message from Pastor Tyler
One of my favorite movies is the 2002 action-thriller, The Bourne Identity. It is the first in a series of movies
in which a CIA Black Ops agent with the alias of Jason Bourne suffers from amnesia and strives to unravel the
mystery of who he is. The stakes are high. There are those who don’t want him to know his true identity; in
fact, they want him dead. In discovering who he truly is, they know he’ll also ultimately expose their misdeeds; operations they would like to keep secret.
Our experience as Christians can run parallel to Jason Bourne’s.
We as Christians can suffer from a bit of amnesia too, can’t we? How quickly we forget our identity is found
in Christ; allowing that truth to transform how we live our daily lives.
We have an enemy who doesn’t want us living in the conscious knowledge of who we were created to be.
Satan would love to see each of us go to our grave having lived a life void of identity and purpose. When we
recognize who we are in Christ, the lies of the enemy become exposed and we begin to recognize there is
more to life than the temporal things the world tells us to live for. We discover where true hope is found.
A few weeks ago we started a sermon series called (Re)born Identity; recognizing the identity that becomes
ours through being born from above; born again in Christ and becoming part of the family of God.
Being born or adopted into a family bestows upon us our most prominent facet of identity—family! We
begin to resemble our family; if not genetically, in other ways—our values, tastes, character, customs, humor, worldview; much of these are bestowed on us by our families. Family drastically shapes who we are.
The same can be said of our Spiritual family. Our rebirth into the family of God is the core of who we are as
Christians. Through the Spirit who indwells us, we will grow in resemblance to our Heavenly Father, bearing
his fruit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self control (Gal. 5:2223).
The story of Nicodemus helps us understand what it means to be born again, discovering our reborn
identity.
Nicodemus came to Jesus wanting some clarity on who Jesus is. What he got was not simply a clearer picture of who Jesus is, but a clear picture of who Jesus was inviting him to be.
We cannot know who we were created to be—our true identity—until we know Jesus.
We pick up the story in John chapter 3
3 Now there was a man of the Pharisees named Nicodemus, a ruler of the Jews. 2 This man
came to Jesus by night and said to him, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from
God, for no one can do these signs that you do unless God is with him.” 3 Jesus answered
him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”

Nicodemus says to Jesus, “Rabbi, we know that you are a teacher come from God, for no one can do these signs
that you do unless God is with him.”
That’s a significant statement! Nicodemus has a positive view of Jesus. He thinks highly of him—something that
couldn’t be said of all the Pharisees! He believes God is with Jesus. But Spiritually, even as a religious teacher, he
is still “in the dark” just like the night sky he came to Jesus under.
A positive view of Jesus doesn’t bring him salvation. Jesus said to him, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one
is born again he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
Not all belief is saving belief. You can believe that Jesus was a great prophet, a good teacher, and even a miracle
worker…without acknowledging Jesus as God and making him your Lord and Savior.
What does it mean to be born again? This is the question Nicodemus asks. It’s the one we should ask as well.
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Nicodemus said to him, “How can a man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into
his mother's womb and be born?”
The word translated “again” in born again can also be translated as above. Jesus is saying that Nicodemus must
be born from above; born from God…but Nicodemus doesn’t understand.
5
Jesus answered, “Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot
enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is born of the
Spirit is spirit.[c]
In saying this, Jesus probably has Ezek. 36:25-27 in mind.
25
I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your uncleannesses, and from all your idols I
will cleanse you. 26 And I will give you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will remove the
heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you
to walk in my statutes and be careful to obey my rules
Reading on,
7
Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You[d] must be born again.’ 8 The wind[e] blows where it wishes,
and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it goes. So it is with
everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
Jesus uses a play on words. The word “fonh” is Greek for sound or voice, while “pneuma” can mean either
wind,Spirit or breath. Jesus compares The Holy Spirit to the wind—the sound of the wind; the voice of the Spirit.
“The wind blows where it wishes, and you hear its sound, but you do not know where it comes from or where it
goes.”
We cannot control the wind. Likewise, we have no say in our birth. Jesus shows us that it is the Spirit who initiates our spiritual birth, breathing upon us and opening our eyes to see and accept the truth of who Jesus is. Jesus
shows that this new life is found in faith in him. He later says to Nicodemus 14 And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may
have eternal life.
Referencing Numbers 21, Jesus points to the story of the people of Israel who complained against Moses and God.
God punished them by sending serpents that bit the people, many dying. When the people acknowledged their
sin, Moses prayed for them, and the Lord had Moses make a bronze serpent that he raised up on a pole. When
the people looked upon it, they were healed.
Jesus, who descended from heaven says he will be lifted up…but this isn’t his ascension into heaven. He will be
lifted up like the snake on a pole. Lifted up on the cross. We look upon him and place our faith in him are saved.
Romans 6:23 “For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Christ Jesus our Lord.”
Just as the Israelites recognized they had sinned against God and looked to God for the provision of salvation from
physical death, we must recognize our sin against God and look to Jesus who took the penalty of that sin upon
himself at the cross and trust in him for salvation.
Looking upon the cross, do you believe. Is the wind of the Spirit blowing on you? Do you hear his voice? Have
you made Jesus your Lord? Are you following him?
Are you born again? Born from above? Jesus invites you into a reborn identity.

Children’s Christmas Program
We need some new people to head up the children’s Christmas program this
year! The practices will need to start around November 8th and the
program will be held around
December 13th. Please pray about your part in this important ministry and talk
with Stef Roed if you have any questions or are interested in heading up the children’s Christmas program.
Friday School
* Friday School for the youth in
7th-12th grades meet at Ignite
Youth Center on
Friday’s at 1:00.
* Friday School for elementary
age children will start on
Friday, October 23rd at New
Journey Church.
* Due to COVID, parents will
need to arrange transportation
for their children.
* The deadline to sign up is October 14th.

Operation Christmas Child
Operation Christmas Child shoeboxes are here and ready to be filled! Stop by the
display in the foyer and pick up a box (or boxes) and a brochure. Filled boxes are
due back here by Sunday, November 15th. If you have any
questions, please contact JoAnn Fultz.

We wrapped up the Awana 2019-2020 season with a great awards night on Wednesday,
September 2nd! The clubbers pictured below received book awards from Cubbies, Sparks, and
Truth and Training!

Cubbies: Sariah Lundell, Porter Eide, Evalyn Carlson,
Lorraine Fonder, Levi Laposky, and Hadley Fonder.

Sparks: Back Row: Deacon Schwartz, Dusty Carlson,
Ryker Wilde. Front Row: Jase Lundell, Greta Teiken,
Grace Teiken, Elise Fonder.

Truth and Training: Back Row: Quinten Lundell,
Hannah Fonder, Gretchen Anderson.
Front Row: Asher Lundell, Lillian Nelson, Brielle
Duppong.

The 2020-2021 AWANA season started on Wednesday, September 23rd! We have 45 kids
registered to come to AWANA this year! Praise God for His work in the AWANA ministry!
Awana meets on Wednesday evenings from 6:25-8:00. Sign up to bring cookies!

Christian Cross Ministries
We had the blessing of having Christian Cross Ministries put up a
cross in the New Journey Church yard on Friday, September 4th! We
are thankful for all of those that came out to help! For more information on who Christian Cross Ministries is or to donate to their ministry, you can visit their website at christiancrossministries.org.

Christian Cross Ministries

Declaring God’s glory around the world!
Cross Planting around the world!

The church is in need of nursery volunteers! This ministry not only
serves those in our own church body but also serves new families as they
walk through the doors. It helps newcomers with young children
experience our worship service on Sunday mornings and connect with
our church family without the distraction of young children. Our church
nursery is an intentional Christ centered ministry using Truth:78
curriculum. While in the nursery young children will hear truths about
God and be prayed over.
Ideally, we would like to get enough people involved to have a
rotation scheduled out 8 to 12 weeks. Each week would consist of two
volunteers with an option of a teen helper.
Please contact Steph Laposky if you feel called to serve in this ministry!
(njcfosston@gmail.com or 218-232-2134)

