


INTRODUCTION:  
Maundy Thursday commemorates the Passover meal Jesus shared with his disciples before 
his death on the cross. It is a meal of great significance. Jesus began the meal by washing 
his disciples’ feet. During the meal, he instituted the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper and 
gave a new commandment. The word “Maundy” comes from the Latin mandatum novum, 
meaning “new commandment.” In John 13:34, Jesus says the following to his disciples: “A 
new commandment I give to you, love one another as I have loved you.” (John 13:34)  

To help you enter into Maundy Thursday, we offer you this simple dinner-time liturgy for 
home worship. The focus is on the washing of feet  Although we cannot be together to 
share in the Lord’s Supper, we can still feast, worship, and grow in the grace of our Lord 
Jesus Christ together through our common worship. And don’t forget: we can be together 
over video. Consider having a video dinner party with a few friends and worship together.  

PART I: OPENING PRAYER 
“God of love, as we prepare to remember the events of this night, open our eyes to see the 
beauty of Jesus’ self-giving love, and by your Spirit work in us gathered here a desire and 
commitment to serve each other and our hurting world. We thank you for this meal. May 
we eat with joy, remembering your faithfulness. In Jesus’ name, Amen.” 

PART II: DINNER & CONVERSATION 
As you share your meal, take time to savor it. Although the meal is not the same as the 
sacrament of the Lord’s Supper, it is still sacramental in that it can help you remember 
God’s abundant grace. Use this meal to think back on Lent and the last few weeks. Ask 
yourself and those with you one of the following questions: 

• How has the Holy Spirit been shaping your heart and mind during Lent and the last 
few weeks? In what ways have you been hungry to see God move in your life? 

• How have you witnessed God’s faithful love in acts of service or compassion? 

PART III: READ JOHN 13:1-20 (ESV) 
(Families: As an alternative, read from a children’s bible or pgs 286-292 in “The Jesus Storybook Bible”.) 

1 Now before the Feast of the Passover, when Jesus knew that his hour had come to depart 
out of this world to the Father, having loved his own who were in the world, he loved 
them to the end. 2 During supper, when the devil had already put it into the heart of Judas 
Iscariot, Simon's son, to betray him, 3 Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things 
into his hands, and that he had come from God and was going back to God, 4 rose from 
supper. He laid aside his outer garments, and taking a towel, tied it around his waist.  
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5 Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the disciples' feet and to wipe 
them with the towel that was wrapped around him. 6 He came to Simon Peter, who said 
to him, “Lord, do you wash my feet?” 7 Jesus answered him, “What I am doing you do not 
understand now, but afterward you will understand.” 8 Peter said to him, “You shall never 
wash my feet.” Jesus answered him, “If I do not wash you, you have no share with me.” 
9 Simon Peter said to him, “Lord, not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 
10 Jesus said to him, “The one who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, 
but is completely clean. And you are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 For he knew 
who was to betray him; that was why he said, “Not all of you are clean.” 

12 When he had washed their feet and put on his outer garments and resumed his place, 
he said to them, “Do you understand what I have done to you? 13 You call me Teacher 
and Lord, and you are right, for so I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and Teacher, have washed 
your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15 For I have given you an example, 
that you also should do just as I have done to you. 16 Truly, truly, I say to you, a servant is 
not greater than his master, nor is a messenger greater than the one who sent him. 17 If 
you know these things, blessed are you if you do them. 18 I am not speaking of all of you; 
I know whom I have chosen. But the Scripture will be fulfilled, ‘He who ate my bread has 
lifted his heel against me.’ 19 I am telling you this now, before it takes place, that when it 
does take place you may believe that I am he. 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, whoever 
receives the one I send receives me, and whoever receives me receives the one who sent 
me.” 

PART IV: RESPOND 
Consider what word, verse or image resonates with your hearts, minds and bodies. Also 
contemplate how God is asking you to respond to the passage. How might you “wash” 
one another’s feet? Spend a few moments sharing your responses. 

CONCLUDING PRAYER 
Finish the meal with the following passage from 1 John 4:7-11 and prayer: 

7 Beloved, let us love one another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born 
of God and knows God. 8 Anyone who does not love does not know God, because God is 
love. 9 In this the love of God was made manifest among us, that God sent his only Son 
into the world, so that we might live through him. 10 In this is love, not that we have loved 
God but that he loved us and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if 
God so loved us, we also ought to love one another. 

“Lord Jesus Christ, you stretched out your arms of love on the hard wood of the cross 
that everyone might come within the reach of your saving embrace: So clothe us in your 
Spirit that we, reaching forth our hands in love, may bring those who do not know you to 
the knowledge and love of you, for the honor of your name. We thank you for this meal 
and evening. We thank you for your kindness. Amen.”


