
March 13, 2020 

“But you, Israel, my servant, Jacob, whom I have chosen, the offspring of Abraham, my friend; you 
whom I took from the ends of the earth, and called from its farthest corners, saying to you, “You are 
my servant, I have chosen you and not cast you off”; fear not, for I am with you; be not dismayed, 
for I am your God; I will strengthen you, I will help you,  I will uphold you with my righteous right 
hand.” – Isaiah 41:8-10 

 To the Saints of Grace Pasadena, 

 Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.  

 As the novel coronavirus pandemic unfolds in our city, we are all feeling the collective concern 
rising up around us. Our sense of normalcy and security is being disrupted. We are being asked to 
give up our day-to-day routines for the sake of the common good. As Christians, we are called to 
endure by placing our trust in the God who holds all things in his hands. We are also called to 
reflect and proclaim the light and hope that is Christ to one another and our city. 

 Grace Pasadena’s elders, deacons and staff have been discussing and praying about how to best 
do that. Since mid-February, we have been weighing the next steps. Though our circumstances 
require caution and social distancing for a period of time, we want to ensure we can worship, 
fellowship and encourage one another regardless of the circumstances.   

Sunday Worship. We will make decisions about our public worship on a week-to-week basis. Our 
decisions will be guided by government recommendations, as well as what is in the best interest of 
our site host, the Senior Center. 

For this Sunday, 3/15, we are cancelling our service and all non-Mercy Ministry related programs. 
Instead, we will livestream a modified service. While this is not the norm and far from ideal, we want 
to be faithful to our call to be a worshipping community. Service will start at 10AM as usual. To join 
the live stream, click here. You may find a PDF of the worship bulletin here.  

Communication. Our website will be updated as often as possible. In addition, we will begin 
sending out updates via text message and establish a phone number for pastoral support. Check 
our website for more information. 

Fellowship and Spiritual Formation. Though health officials indicate that the risk of transmission 
is low for small groups of people, we understand if our City Groups and other smaller gatherings 
wish to suspend in-person meetings. In terms of City Groups, Ben Ewen is working with City Group 
leaders on a video conference solution. If viable, we hope to offer videoconferencing for our other 
smaller gatherings. Marc Choi will continue to guide us through the Rule of Life and provide other 
resources for home worship and devotion. Let us continue to encourage one another towards love 
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and good deeds as a family. As COVID-19 has forced us into an unexpected Lenten fast from 
regular daily life, we still have the opportunity to deepen our relationship with God and one 
another. 

Children and Family Ministry. Tanya Pitre and Tracy Yeoh will reach out to the parents and 
guardians of Grace to provide support, prayer and at-home resources. Our search for a permanent 
director will continue. 
  

Mercy Ministry. The Diaconate and Jen Argue have been discussing the best ways to continue 
extending the love of God in Jesus Christ. Plans are being implemented so that we can continue to 
care for our under-resourced friends and neighbors, as well as alleviate the ills and stresses of 
social distancing and financial disruption affecting our congregation. 

To that end, the Park Ministry will go on. Our regular Park Ministry volunteers will gather on 
Sundays to assemble and distribute care packages in Memorial Park and surrounding areas. 
Volunteers will follow stringent safety measures and will evaluate the ministry as the pandemic 
evolves. If you would like to help or can secure hand sanitizer and wipes to include in the care 
packages, please reach out to the Diaconate and Jen Argue. 

Please remember that help is available to those who incur any financial stress that cannot be 
absorbed. As always, we are here to support you and walk alongside you. 

Prayer and Support. Pastors, elders, Grace staff and members of the Diaconate are available to 
pray with you. We can be reached through email, the phone, and, if possible, in-person. Please 
make us aware of anyone who needs prayer or help in any way. 

Funding and Operations. As mentioned in the last congregational meeting, the Finance 
Committee has shepherded our funds to provide a significant reserve that will ensure the 
continued operations for the staff at Grace Pasadena throughout this period. We have options to 
give electronically, including online, text-to-give and ACH; we encourage you to consider these 
options in lieu of a check or cash.  

The Elders, Deacons, and Staff of Grace Pasadena will continue to discuss next steps as we grapple 
with this new normal. It is in these times that we must not let our fears drive our actions. Instead, let 
us remember the words of Proverbs 3:5-6: “Trust in the Lord with all your heart and lean not on 
your own understanding, and in all your ways submit to him, and he will make your paths straight.” 
Please continue to pray as the Spirit leads. 

We look forward to worshiping with you this Sunday online. 

In Christ, 
Grace Pasadena Elders, Deacons, and Staff


