
Leader Let us worship God.
All “He is our refuge and our fortress, our God, in whom we trust.”
Leader Let us confess with our mouths, “Jesus is Lord,”
 and believe in our hearts that God raised him from the dead. 
All “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
Leader Let us call upon our true God, believing him in our hearts,
 confessing with our mouths, worshiping in spirit and in truth.
All	 Let	us	worship	the	One	who	makes	rivers	flow	on	barren	heights
	 and	turns	the	desert	places	into	pools	overflowing	with	life.
                                                                   —based on Psalm 91:2; Romans 10:9, Isaiah 41:18

PRAYER OF ADORATION 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: Lord, in your mercy hear our prayer.
We confess that it is all too easy for us
to sacrifice our convictions for convenience,
your standards for status, 
your principles for promotion,
your absolutes for our ambition, 
our souls for shallow and unsatisfying success.
How easily we are seduced by power, prestige, pleasure,or possessions—
seduced into violating our integrity or harming our fellowship with you. 
We turn to you now and fix our eyes on your steadfast love;
forgive us our half-hearted devotion and our double-minded spirit.
In the name of Jesus, who refused to save himself, we pray. Amen.

—based on Psalm 51:10-12
Silence for private confession

CALL TO WORSHIP 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                                                         Brannin Pitre

Sermon Series: The Book of Daniel
Sermon Title: “Called to Our Babylon”

SCRIPTURE LESSON                                                  Daniel 1 (ESV) 

All: God of the past, who has created and nurtured us, we are here to thank you.
God of the future, who is always ahead of us, we are here to thank you.
God of the present, who is here in the midst of us, we are here to thank you.
God of life, who creates, redeems and sustains us,
we rejoice in your glorious love. Amen.

SONG OF RESPONSE & PRAISE

Having heard the Good News of our Redeemer’s love, let us offer our prayers, 
thanksgivings and sorrows with boldness through the prayer our Savor taught. We 
are bold to pray:

All: Our Father who is in heaven, hallowed be your Name;
your kingdom come, your will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day, our daily bread; 
and forgive us our trespasses, 
as we forgive those who trespass against us.
Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
For yours is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

1 In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king 
of Babylon came to Jerusalem and besieged it. 2 And the Lord gave Jehoiakim 
king of Judah into his hand, with some of the vessels of the house of God. And 
he brought them to the land of Shinar, to the house of his god, and placed the 
vessels in the treasury of his god. 3 Then the king commanded Ashpenaz, his chief 
eunuch, to bring some of the people of Israel, both of the royal family and of the 
nobility, 4 youths without blemish, of good appearance and skillful in all wisdom, 
endowed with knowledge, understanding learning, and competent to stand in the 
king’s palace, and to teach them the literature and language of the Chaldeans. 
5 The king assigned them a daily portion of the food that the king ate, and of 
the wine that he drank. They were to be educated for three years, and at the 
end of that time they were to stand before the king. 6 Among these were Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah of the tribe of Judah. 7 And the chief of the 
eunuchs gave them names: Daniel he called Belteshazzar, Hananiah he called 
Shadrach, Mishael he called Meshach, and Azariah he called Abednego.
8 But Daniel resolved that he would not defile himself with the king’s food, or 
with the wine that he drank. Therefore he asked the chief of the eunuchs to 
allow him not to defile himself. 9 And God gave Daniel favor and compassion 
in the sight of the chief of the eunuchs, 10 and the chief of the eunuchs said to 
Daniel, “I fear my lord the king, who assigned your food and your drink; for 
why should he see that you were in worse condition than the youths who are of 
your own age? So you would endanger my head with the king.” 11 Then Daniel 
said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had assigned over Daniel, 
Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah, 12 “Test your servants for ten days; let us be 
given vegetables to eat and water to drink. 13 Then let our appearance and the 
appearance of the youths who eat the king’s food be observed by you, and deal 
with your servants according to what you see.” 14 So he listened to them in this 
matter, and tested them for ten days. 15 At the end of ten days it was seen that 
they were better in appearance and fatter in flesh than all the youths who ate the 
king’s food. 16 So the steward took away their food and the wine they were to 
drink, and gave them vegetables.
17 As for these four youths, God gave them learning and skill in all literature and 
wisdom, and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams. 18 At the end 
of the time, when the king had commanded that they should be brought in, the 
chief of the eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar. 19 And the king 
spoke with them, and among all of them none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, 
Mishael, and Azariah. Therefore they stood before the king. 20 And in every 
matter of wisdom and understanding about which the king inquired of them, he 
found them ten times better than all the magicians and enchanters that were in 
all his kingdom. 21 And Daniel was there until the first year of King Cyrus.

Leader This is the Word of the Lord
Together Thanks be to God!
* Bibles and journaling Bibles specifically for the book of Daniel are available at the Welcome and 
Offering tables. We encourage you to use these Bibles (or your own). 

During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking us 
to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or make an online payment via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give. 
Giving Statements: 2021 statements will be mailed by January 31. Please make sure 
your contact information is up-to-date in Breeze. Email info@gracepasadena.org 
with questions.

SONGS OF RESPONSE & PRAISE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE
Leader  Here are words you may trust, words that merit full acceptance: 

Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners. To all who confess 
their sins and resolve to lead a new life, he says, “Your sins are 
forgiven.” He also says, “Follow me.” Believe and hold fast to the 
One who holds you fast.   —based on 1 Tim. 1:15

Together Thanks be to God!

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND OUR OFFERING

I will call on the name 
of the Lord, my God
I will lift up my voice 
to give praise to my King
He’s the light in the darkness
He’s the calm in the storm
He’s the hope of the righteous
He is Lord, He is Lord

There is peace in the presence 
of the Lord, my God
There is power in the blood 
of the Lamb that was slain
Every knee will bow, 
every tongue confess that He is Lord
Every knee will bow, 
every tongue confess that He is Lord

HE IS LORD  / J. Barnett

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children are invited to participate in Children’s Church during announcements and the 
sermon. Middle School students are also invited to participate in Sunday School. Please see 
the back page for more information about these programs. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE

SONG OF ASSURANCE

1. Peace, bring it all to peace
The storm surrounding me
Let it break at Your name
Still, call the sea to still
The rage in me to still
Every wave at Your name 
Chorus

Jesus, Jesus, 
You make the darkness tremble
Jesus, Jesus, You silence fear
Jesus, Jesus, 

2. Breathe, then call these bones to live
Call these lungs to sing
Once again, I will praise
Bridge 
Your name 
is a light that the shadows can’t deny
Your name cannot be overcome
Your name is alive forever lifted high
Your name cannot be overcome

TREMBLE  / MOSAIC
PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE

1. A mighty fortress is our God, 
a bulwark never failing;
our helper He, amid the flood 
of mortal ills prevailing.
For still our ancient foe,
doth seek to work us woe;
his craft and power are great, 
and armed with cruel hate,
on earth is not His equal.
2. Did we in our own strength confide, 
our striving would be losing,
were not the right Man on our side, 
the Man of God’s own choosing.
Dost ask who that may be? 
Christ Jesus, it is He;
Lord Sabaoth His name, 
from age to age the same;
and He must win the battle.

3. And though this world, 
with devils filled, 
should threaten to undo us,
we will not fear, for God hath willed 
His truth to triumph through us.
The prince of darkness grim, 
we tremble not for him;
his rage we can endure, 
for lo, his doom is sure;
one little word shall fell him.
4. That word above all earthly powers, 
no thanks to them, abideth;
the Spirit and the gifts are ours 
through Him who with us sideth.
Let goods and kindred go, 
this mortal life also;
the body they may kill:
God’s truth abideth still;
His kingdom is forever!

A MIGHTY FORTRESS IS OUR GOD  / M. Luther

1. When peace, like a river, 
attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, 
Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul!”
refrain

It is well (it is well) 
with my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul
2. Though Satan should buffet, 
though trials should come, 
let this blest assurance control:
that Christ has regarded 
my helpless estate
and hath shed His own blood 
for my soul!

3. My sin, oh, 
the bliss of this glorious thought:
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross, 
and I bear it no more;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, 
O my soul!
4. And Lord, haste the day 
when the faith shall be sight;
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound, 
and the Lord shall descend,
even so, it is well with my soul!

IT IS WELL WITH MY SOUL / h. Spafford



God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

E PIPHANY
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Leader Go out into the world in peace: have courage; hold on to what is 
good; return no one evil for evil; help the suffering; honor all; love 
and serve the Lord, rejoicing in the power of the Holy Spirit.

All With God’s help we will.
Leader And the blessing of God Almighty, the Father, the Son, and the Holy 

Spirit, be upon you, and remain with you forever. Amen.
All       Thanks be to God! Amen!      —1 Cor. 16:13; 1 Thess.  5:13-22; 1 Pt. 2:17

BENEDICTION & SENDING

COMMUNION PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING

COMMUNION & CLOSING SONGS

  T H E  E P I P H A N Y  S E A S O N
Christmastide ends with the Epiphany on Jan. 6, which commemorates the Magi’s visitation 
of Jesus Christ and the revelation of Jesus as the Messiah of all people, not just Israel. Two 
additional events unfold this truth: the baptism of Jesus and the wedding feast at Cana. As 
Phillip Reinders explains in Seeking God’s Face: “Each event unveils the fuller dimensions of 
the man we call Jesus. He is the worshiped King of kings, the dearly loved Son of God, and 
the miracle working Lord of the feast. Throughout the season of Epiphany we focus on the 
ministry [and life] of Jesus. As we journey through Epiphany, which leads up to Lent, we catch 
sight of the uniqueness of Christ. The epiphany of Epiphany is that this is no mere teacher or 
prophet—this is the Son of God, the Messiah.” 

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-DEC ‘21 JAN ‘221

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  502,102 488,239 15,385
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 468,000 36,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +34,102 +20,239 -20,615

1as of 1/14/2022; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Please visit our website for the latest announcements. Scan the QR code to go to our site!

  C H I L D R E N  &  YO U T H
It is our great joy that you and your family are with us today! We want you to know that 
all children, no matter their age, are welcome in our worship service. We also offer the 
following:

• Throughout the service, we offer a wiggle room for little ones and parents or guard-
ians. The wiggle room is located behind the children’s check-in table in the Commu-
nity room. The entire service is streamed for parents and guardians.

• During the announcements and sermon, we offer two classes for children. The first, 
located in the Cliff Benedict room, is for toddlers ages 2-3. The second, located on 
the back patio, is for children age 4 to 5th grade. When dismissed, please bring your 
child(ren) to their designated classroom. Pick-up for 2s and 3s is at the classroom; 
older children will be dismissed directly back into the service. Don’t forget to check-in 
your children at the children’s welcome table before service begins.

• Students in middle school are invited to participate in a youth Bible study during an-
nouncements and the sermon. Meet Ben in the hallway at the start of announcements.

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

  LO C A L  &  G LO B A L  PA R T N E R S  O F  T H E  M O N T H

Please pray for our following partners and consider ways you could get involved. Contact the 
deacons or other leaders of the church to learn more at info@gracepasadena.org.

• Door of Hope, committed to ending homelessness in Pasadena
• City-to-City LA, a church planting network for Los Angeles. 

Then the word of the Lord came to me: “Thus says the 
Lord, the God of Israel: Like these good figs, so I will 

regard as good the exiles from Judah, whom I have sent 
away from this place to the land of the Chaldeans. I will 

set my eyes on them for good, and I will bring them 
back to this land. I will build them up, and not tear 

them down; I will plant them, and not pluck them up. I 
will give them a heart to know that I am the Lord, and 

they shall be my people and I will be their God, for they 
shall return to me with their whole heart. “But thus says 
the Lord: Like the bad figs that are so bad they cannot 
be eaten, so will I treat Zedekiah the king of Judah, his 
officials, the remnant of Jerusalem who remain in this 

land, and those who dwell in the land of Egypt.

JEREMIAH 24:4-8

Every night for those few minutes before sleep came, 
I thought about my family and I prayed to God to 

strengthen my faith and allow me to keep firmly in 
mind the resolve which I had taken, not to allow 

myself to be spiritually destroyed. I prayed that my 
soul would not be hardened and degraded by rancor 

or hatred. My greatest concern and every moment 
was not to grow discouraged or desperate; I saw the 

ravages of depression and desperation on many of those 
in jail with me. In many conversations with God in 

the solitude of those few minutes, I penetrated to the 
foundations of that faith which would be so severely 

tried in the course of years, but which would finally be 
victorious.

ARMANDO VALLADARES | Against All Hope

1. What a friend we have in Jesus,
all our sins and griefs to bear!
What a privilege to carry
everything to God in prayer.
O, what peace we often forfeit,
O, what needless pain we bear,
all because we do not carry
everything to God in prayer!
2. Have we trials and temptations?
Is there trouble anywhere?
We should never be discouraged; 
take it to the Lord in prayer.

Can we find a friend so faithful,
who will all our sorrows share?
Jesus knows our every weakness;
take it to the Lord in prayer.
3. Are we weak and heavy laden,
cumbered with a load of care?
Precious Savior, still our refuge,
take it to the Lord in prayer.
Do your friends despise, forsake you?
Take it to the Lord in prayer!
In His arms He’ll take and shield you;
you will find a solace there.

WHAT A FRIEND WE HAVE IN JESUS / J. SCRIVEN

May the Lord bless you and keep you
May the Lord bless you and keep you
May the Lord make His face to shine on you
May the Lord make His face to shine on you
And be gracious to you
And be gracious to you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May He keep you in perfect peace
May He keep you in perfect peace

AARON’S BLESSING / f. ortega 


