
Leader  Arise, shine, for your light has come!
All The glory of the Lord has risen upon us.
Leader Let us praise the Lord together!
All The sun shall no longer be our light by day,
 nor will the brightness of the moon shine on us, 
 for the Lord will be our light,
 and our God will be our glory. 
Leader The Lord will be our everlasting light,
 and our days of sorrow will end.
All Come, let us sing with the nations to our light and salvation!  
       —based on Is. 60

PRAYER OF ADORATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
Together: O God, our guide,
who once used a star to lead people to Christ,
we confess our poor sense of direction.
We let ourselves become confused, easily distracted, and lose our way. 
We fail to follow the signs you provide, 
for they are many, big and small.
Forgive our waywardness, O God.
Open our eyes to the light of your love
and lead us to the Christ so that we may follow his way to you. Amen.

Silence for private confession.

CALL TO WORSHIP 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                   Ben Ewen

SONG OF RESPONSE & PRAISE

SONGS OF PRAISE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children are invited to participate in their in-person programs. Please see the back page 
for more information about these programs. 
** Please note, there is no Middle School program today.

PASSING OF THE PEACE

SONG OF ASSURANCE

1. All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,
ye lights of evening, find a voice
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

3. And all Ye men of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part,
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on Him cast your care,
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
4. Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship Him in humbleness,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, three in one!
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD AND KING / Words: st. Francis

Leader The true light that gives light to everyone was coming into the 
world. To all who have received him, to those who believe in his 
name, he gave the right to become children of God. Beloved of 
God, believe these words and be at peace!  —from John 1:9,12 (NIV)

Together Thanks be to God!

During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking us 
to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or make an online payment via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give. 

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND OUR OFFERING

Sermon Title: “The Magi”

JOYFUL, JOYFUL WE ADORE THEE / Words: H. van dyke; Music: L. BeetHoven

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE              
Leader O Christ, let your gospel shine in every place where the Word of 

life is not yet received. Draw the whole creation to yourself, that 
your salvation may be known through all the earth.

Together God of all mercies, hear our prayer.
Leader O Christ, Savior and Lord, extend your church to every place. 

Make it a place of welcome for people of every race and tongue.
Together God of all mercies, hear our prayer.
Leader O Christ, Ruler of rulers, direct the work and thoughts of the    

leaders of nations, that they may seek justice and further peace 
and freedom for all. We pray for our president, governor, and 
mayor.

Together God of all mercies, hear our prayer.
Leader O Christ, Master of all, support of the weak and comfort of the 

afflicted, strengthen the tempted and raise the fallen. Watch over 
the lonely and those in danger. Give hope to the despairing and 
sustain the faith of the persecuted.  We say the names of those 
who need your healing touch.

 (As the Spirit leads, say the first names of those on your hearts and 
minds so that the congregation can pray for them with you. After a 
few moments:)

Together God of all mercies, hear our prayer.
Leader O Christ, light made manifest as the true light of God, gladden our 

hearts on the joyful morning of your glory, call us by our name on 
the great Day of your coming, and give us grace to offer, with all 
the hosts of heaven, unending praise to God, in whom all things 
find their ending, now and ever. Amen.

SCRIPTURE LESSON                          Matthew 2:1-12 (ESV)   
1 Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king, 
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, 2 saying, “Where is he who 
has been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to 
worship him.” 3 When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusa-
lem with him; 4 and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he 
inquired of them where the Christ was to be born. 5 They told him, “In Bethlehem 
of Judea, for so it is written by the prophet:
6 “‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
for from you shall come a ruler
    who will shepherd my people Israel.’”
7 Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what 
time the star had appeared. 8 And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and 
search diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, 
that I too may come and worship him.” 9 After listening to the king, they went on 
their way. And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them 
until it came to rest over the place where the child was. 10 When they saw the 
star, they rejoiced exceedingly with great joy. 11 And going into the house, they 
saw the child with Mary his mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, 
opening their treasures, they offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh. 12 

And being warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they departed to their own 
country by another way.

1. Joyful, joyful, we adore Thee,
God of glory, Lord of love;
hearts unfold like flowers before Thee,
opening to the sun above.
Melt the clouds of sin and sadness;
drive the dark of doubt away;
Giver of immortal gladness,
fill us with the light of day!
2. All Thy works with joy surround Thee,
earth and heaven reflect Thy rays;
stars and angels sing around Thee,
center of unbroken praise.
Field and forest, vale and mountain,
flowery meadow, flashing sea, 
singing bird and flowing fountain
call us to rejoice in Thee.

3. Thou art giving and forgiving,
ever blessing, ever blessed;
wellspring of the joy of living;
ocean depth of happy rest!
Thou our Father, Christ our Brother,
all who live in love are Thine;
teach us how to love each other;
lift us to the joy divine.
4. Mortals, join the happy chorus,
which the morning stars began;
Father love is reigning over us;
Brother love binds man to man.
Ever singing, march we onward,
victors in the midst of strife;
joyful music leads us sunward
in the triumph song of life.

1. Joy to the world, the Lord is come!
Let earth receive her King;
let every heart prepare Him room,
and heaven and nature sing,
and heaven and nature sing, 
and heaven, and heaven and nature sing.
2. Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns!
Let men their songs employ,
while fields and floods, 
rocks, hills and plains
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat the sounding joy,
repeat, repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow,
nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make His blessings flow
far as the curse is found,
far as the curse is found,
far as, far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world 
with truth and grace,
and makes the nations prove
the glories of His righteousness,
and wonders of His love,
and wonders of His love,
and wonders, wonders of His love.

JOY TO THE WORLD / I. Watts

Together: Almighty Lord God, 
you gave your Son, Jesus Christ, to be the light of the world: 
we praise and magnify your holy name that
that in him you have revealed the wonder of your saving love to all people. 
With those of old who brought their tribute to his feet, 
confessing him as King of heaven and earth,
we now present the worship of our grateful hearts,
asking you to give us grace to give ourselves to you,
through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

1. Be Thou my Vision,
O Lord of my heart;
Naught be all else to me,
save that Thou art.
Thou my best thought, 
by day or by night;
Waking or sleeping, 
Thy presence my Light.
2. Be Thou my Wisdom, 
and Thou my true Word;
I ever with Thee 
and Thou with me, Lord;
Thou my great Father, 
I Thy true Son;
Thou in me dwelling, 
and I with Thee one.

3. Riches I heed not, 
nor man’s empty praise;
Thou mine inheritance, 
now and always:
Thou and Thou only,
first in my heart;
High King of Heaven, 
my treasure Thou art.
4. High King of Heaven, 
my victory won,
May I reach Heaven’s joys, 
O bright Heaven’s sun!
Heart of my own heart, 
whatever befall,
Still be my Vision, 
O Ruler of all.

BE THOU MY VISION / trans. Mary E. ByrnE



COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist.
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Pre-packaged elements are available, which are also gluten 
free. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need
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Leader May Christ, the Son of God, be manifest in you, that your lives 
may be a light to the world; and the blessing of God Almighty, the 
Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, be among you and remain with 
you always.

All       The Light has come! Merry Christmas! Amen!

BENEDICTION & SENDING

COMMUNION & CLOSING SONGS

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-NOV ‘21 DEC ‘211

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  502,102 416,367 48,542
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 396,000 72,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +34,102 +20,367 -23,458

1as of 1/1/22; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Please visit our website for the latest announcements. Scan the QR code to go to our site!

  C H I L D R E N  &  YO U T H
It is our great joy that you and your family are with us today! We want you to know that 
all children, no matter their age, are welcome in our worship service. We also offer the 
following:

• Throughout the service, we offer a wiggle room for little ones and parents or guard-
ians. The wiggle room is located behind the children’s check-in table in the Commu-
nity room. The entire service is streamed for parents and guardians.

• During the announcements and sermon, we offer two classes for children. The first, 
located in the Cliff Benedict room, is for toddlers ages 2-3. The second, located on the 
back patio, is for children age 4 to 5th grade. When dismissed, please meet leaders 
in the hallway on the east side. Pick-up will be in the same location. Don’t forget to 
check in your children at the children’s welcome table.

• Students in middle school are invited to participate in a youth Bible study during an-
nouncements and the sermon. Meet Ben in the hallway at the start of announcements.

  LO C A L  &  G LO B A L  PA R T N E R S  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Please pray for our following partners and consider ways you could get involved. Contact the 
deacons or other leaders of the church to learn more at info@gracepasadena.org.

• Safe Families, an organization helping families in crisis stay together.
• Fabien and Regina Girard, church planters in France.

It might have been just someone else’s story,
Some chosen people get a special king.

We leave them to their own peculiar glory,
We don’t belong, it doesn’t mean a thing.

But when these three arrive they bring us with them,
Gentiles like us, their wisdom might be ours;

A steady step that finds an inner rhythm,
A pilgrim’s eye that sees beyond the stars.

They did not know his name but still they sought him,
They came from otherwhere but still they found;

In temples they found those who sold and bought him,
But in the filthy stable, hallowed ground.

Their courage gives our questing hearts a voice
To seek, to find, to worship, to rejoice.

MALCOLM GUITE | “EpIphany”

Today God is calling his Church back to worship. This 
can be seen in high church circles where there is a 

renewed interest in intimacy with God. It can be seen in 
low church circles where there is a renewed interest in 

liturgy. It can be seen everywhere in between these two. 
It is as if God is saying, ‘I want the hearts of my people 

back!’ And if we long to go where God is going and 
do what God is doing, we will move into deeper, more 

authentic worship.

RICHARD FOSTER | CElEBratIon of DIsCIplInE

COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING / r. roBInson

1. Come Thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it,
mount of Thy redeeming love!

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;
hither by Thy help I’m come;
and I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.
Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed His precious blood

3. Oh to grace how great a debtor,
daily I’m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to Thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, oh take and seal it;
seal it for Thy courts above

1. We three kings of Orient are; 
bearing gifts we traverse afar, 
field and fountain, moor and mountain, 
following yonder star. 
Refrain: 
O star of wonder, star of light, 
star with royal beauty bright, 
westward leading, still proceeding, 
guide us to thy perfect light. 
2. Born a King on Bethlehem’s plain, 
gold I bring to crown him again, 
King forever, ceasing never, 
over us all to reign. 

3. Frankincense to offer have I; 
incense owns a Deity nigh; 
prayer and praising, voices raising, 
worshiping God on high. 
4. Myrrh is mine; its bitter perfume 
breathes a life of gathering gloom; 
sorrowing, sighing, bleeding, dying, 
sealed in the stone-cold tomb. 
5. Glorious now behold him arise; 
King and God and sacrifice: 
Alleluia, Alleluia, 
sounds through the earth and skies. 

WE THREE KINGS / J. Hopkins


