
Leader  Do you hear? A voice cries:
 “In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
   make straight in the desert a highway for our God.”
All Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
 the uneven ground shall become level,
 and the rough places a plain.
Leader Wake up! Arise, shine, for your light has come
 and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
All Let us come with the nations!
 Let us join our voices with heaven and earth!
 Let us worship and be glad!         — based on Is. 40 & 60

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
All: Lord Christ,
we confess our willingness to be loved
but also our reluctance to love.
We confess our readiness to accept your forgiving love
but also our refusal to forgive.
We confess our eagerness to grasp your offer of redeeming love 
but also our resistance to following you.
We confess our longing for your comfort,
but also our apathy towards the suffering of our neighbors. 
Forgive us and chase away the darkness in our lives.
In this Advent time, come to us anew, and by your grace, 
assist us to receive you with joy, as the shepherds;
with gratitude, as Simeon; with obedience, as Mary;
with love, as you have loved us.
Even so: come, Lord Jesus. Amen.

Silence for private confession.

CALL TO WORSHIP 

THE MORNING MESSAGE                   Ben Ewen

Leader Jesus said, “I am the light of the world; the one who follows me
 will not walk in darkness but have the light of life.” 
 We light this candle as a sign of the coming light of Christ. In 

Christ, these words are fulfilled: “I will lead the blind in a way that 
they do not know, in paths that they have not known I will guide 
them. I will turn the darkness before them into light, the rough 
places into level ground. These are the things I do, and I do not 
forsake them.”                  —Is. 42:16

All Come, Lord Jesus, come!   

SONG OF RESPONSE & PRAISE

5 And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed,
    and all flesh shall see it together,
    for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.”
6 A voice says, “Cry!”
    And I said, “What shall I cry?”
All flesh is grass, 
   and all its beauty is like the flower of the field.
7 The grass withers, the flower fades
    when the breath of the Lord blows on it;
    surely the people are grass.
8 The grass withers, the flower fades,
    but the word of our God will stand forever.
9 Go on up to a high mountain,
    O Zion, herald of good news;
lift up your voice with strength,
    O Jerusalem, herald of good news;
    lift it up, fear not;
say to the cities of Judah,
    “Behold your God!”
10 Behold, the Lord God comes with might,
    and his arm rules for him;
behold, his reward is with him,
    and his recompense before him.
11 He will tend his flock like a shepherd;
    he will gather the lambs in his arms;
he will carry them in his bosom,
    and gently lead those that are with young.
Leader This is the word of the Lord
Together Thanks be to God!

SONGS OF PRAISE

WORDS OF COMFORT & PEACE

Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
Together         And also with you!
* Children and Middle School students are invited to participate in their in-person 
programs during the announcements and sermon. Please see the back page for more 
information about these programs. 

PASSING OF THE PEACE

SONG OF ASSURANCE

Leader “Comfort, comfort my people,” says your God. In Jesus Christ, your 
sins are pardoned and the penalty is paid. This is the word of the 
Lord, and his word stands forever. Believe and be at peace! 
 — from Is. 40

Together Thanks be to God!

During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking us 
to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or make an online payment via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give. 
Please note: Any tax-deductible gifts for 2021 must be postmarked by 12/31/21.

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND OUR OFFERING

Advent Series: The Theology We Sing
Sermon Title: “Comfort, Comfort, My People”

1. O come, O come, Emmanuel,
and ransom captive Israel,
that mourns in lonely exile here
until the Son of God appear.
REFRAIN: 
Rejoice! Rejoice! 
Emmanuel shall come to Thee, O Israel.
2. O come, Thou Rod of Jesse,
free Thine own from Satan’s tyranny;
from depths of hell Thy people save,
and give them victory over the grave.

3. O come, Thou Dayspring, 
from on high and cheer us 
by Thy drawing nigh;
disperse the gloomy clouds of night
and death’s dark shadows put to flight.
4. O come, Thou Key of David, come,
and open wide our heavenly home;
make safe the way that leads on high,
and close the path to misery.

O COME, O COME, EMMANUEL / J. Neale

Comfort, comfort
Comfort my people
Comfort, comfort
Comfort my people

The voice of him calling in the desert
Prepare the way for the Lord

COMFORT, COMFORT MY PEOPLE / ReiNdeeR TRibe

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE              
Leader God for whom we watch and wait, you sent John the Baptist to 

prepare the way of your Son: give us courage to speak the truth, to 
hunger for justice, and to suffer for the cause of right. For this, O 
Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader God for whom we watch and wait, you promised to set up a safe 

way among us: protect your people from ravenous rulers and from 
unjust powers, that your ransomed people may enter your king-
dom. For this O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader God for whom we watch and wait, your Son, the Messiah, came 

among us to heal the sick and raise the lowly: make us instruments 
of your healing and peace, and grant us patience as we await your 
return in glory. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader God for whom we watch and wait, you have given your Spirit to 

be our comfort: hold in your love all who enter this season under 
the weight of loneliness and grief. Give them hope and courage in 
you. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer. Amen.

COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If you 
are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion. Receive the  
bread and juice from the servers. Participate as you feel comfortable.
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

1. Let all mortal flesh keep silence,
and with fear and trembling stand; 
ponder nothing earthly minded,
for with blessing in His hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth, 
our full homage to demand.
2. King of kings, yet born of Mary,
as of old on earth He stood,
Lord of Lords, in human vesture,
in the body and the blood;
He will give to all the faithful
His own self for heavenly food.

4. Rank on rank the host of heaven
spreads its vanguard on the way,
as the Light of light descendeth
from the realms of endless day,
that the powers of hell may vanish
as the darkness clears away.

5. At His feet the six-winged seraph,
cherubim with sleepless eye,
veil their faces to His presence,
as with ceaseless voice they cry:
“Alleluia, alleluia
alleluia, Lord Most High!”

LET ALL MORTAL FLESH BE SILENT / G. MoulTRie

1. Come, Thou long expected Jesus 
born to set Thy people free;
From our fears and sins release us, 
let us find our rest in Thee.
Israel’s strength and consolation, 
hope of all the earth Thou art;
Dear desire of every nation, 
joy of every longing heart.

2. Born Thy people to deliver, 
born a child and yet a King,
Born to reign in us forever, 
now Thy gracious kingdom bring.
By Thine own eternal spirit, 
rule in all our hearts alone;
by Thine all sufficient merit, 
raise us to Thy glorious throne.

COME THOU LONG EXPECTED JESUS / C. Wesley

SCRIPTURE LESSON                             Isaiah 40:1-11 (ESV)   
1 Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.
2 Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her
that her warfare is ended,
    that her iniquity is pardoned,
that she has received from the Lord’s hand
    double for all her sins.
3 A voice cries:
“In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord;
    make straight in the desert a highway for our God.
4 Every valley shall be lifted up,
    and every mountain and hill be made low;
the uneven ground shall become level,
    and the rough places a plain.



God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need
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Leader Stay alert, our King and Redeemer draws near! As we keep watch, 
may the love of God enfold us, the grace of God uphold us, and the 
power of God set us free to love and serve all God’s people.

All       Come, Lord Jesus, come! Amen!

BENEDICTION & SENDING

COMMUNION & CLOSING SONGS

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-OCT ‘21 NOV ‘211

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  502,102 369,270 43,187
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 360,000 36,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +34,102 +9,270 +7,187

1as of 12/3/21; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

  A N N O U N C E M E N T S
Please visit our website for the latest announcements. Scan the QR code to go to our site!

  C H I L D R E N  &  YO U T H
It is our great joy that you and your family are with us today! We want you to know that 
all children, no matter their age, are welcome in our worship service. We also offer the 
following:

• Throughout the service, we offer a wiggle room for little ones and parents or guard-
ians. The wiggle room is located behind the children’s check-in table in the Commu-
nity room. The entire service is streamed for parents and guardians.

• During the announcements and sermon, we offer two classes for children. The first, 
located in the Cliff Benedict room, is for toddlers ages 2-3. The second, located on the 
back patio, is for children age 4 to 5th grade. When dismissed, please meet leaders 
in the hallway on the east side. Pick-up will be in the same location. Don’t forget to 
check in your children at the children’s welcome table.

• Students in middle school are invited to participate in a youth Bible study during an-
nouncements and the sermon. Meet Ben in the hallway at the start of announcements.

  LO C A L  &  G LO B A L  PA R T N E R S  O F  T H E  M O N T H
Please pray for our following partners and consider ways you could get involved. Contact the 
deacons or other leaders of the church to learn more at info@gracepasadena.org.

• Door of Hope, a local organization helping families break the cycles of homelessness.
• Fabien and Regina Girard, church planters in France.

Those who learn to wait are uneasy about their way of 
life, but yet have seen a vision of greatness in the world 
of the future and are patiently expecting its fulfillment.  
The celebration of Advent is possible only to those who 
are troubled in soul, who know themselves to be poor 

and imperfect, and who look forward to something 
greater to come.

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER | Christmas Sermons

He did not wait till the world was ready,
till men and nations were at peace.

He came when the Heavens were unsteady,
and prisoners cried out for release.

He did not wait for the perfect time.
He came when the need was deep and great.

He dined with sinners in all their grime,
turned water into wine.

He did not wait till hearts were pure.
In joy he came to a tarnished world of sin and doubt.

To a world like ours, of anguished shame
he came, and his Light would not go out.

He came to a world which did not mesh,
to heal its tangles, shield its scorn.

In the mystery of the Word made Flesh
the Maker of the stars was born.

We cannot wait till the world is sane
to raise our songs with joyful voice,

for to share our grief, to touch our pain,
He came with Love: Rejoice! Rejoice!

MADELEINE L’ENGLE | “FiRsT CoMiNG”

  A B O U T  A DV E N T

Advent is a season of hopeful expectation and preparation; it’s the season the 
church anticipates the coming of Christ. We look forward to and prepare for the 
celebration of his birth in the little town of Bethlehem many years ago. We also 
look forward to and prepare for his future and final coming to judge the world 
and mend all things. During Advent, we prepare our hearts for the Lord, so that 
when he comes, he may find us watching and waiting. The color of the season is 
purple, which is associated with repentance and preparation.

  A DV E N T  A N D  C H R I S T M A S  AT  G R AC E

Date Series Notes
12/5 The Theology We Sing 
12/12 The Theology We Sing 
12/19 The Theology We Sing Family Service @ 10am
12/24 Christmas Eve  Service at 4:00pm
12/26 Home Church in Small Groups Liturgies available 12/19

Worship resumes as usual on January 2, 2022.

1. Come Thou fount of every blessing,
tune my heart to sing Thy grace;
streams of mercy, never ceasing,
call for songs of loudest praise.
Teach me some melodious sonnet,
sung by flaming tongues above.
Praise the mount I’m fixed upon it,
mount of Thy redeeming love!

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer;
hither by Thy help I’m come;
and I hope, by Thy good pleasure,
safely to arrive at home.

Jesus sought me when a stranger,
wandering from the fold of God
he, to rescue me from danger,
interposed His precious blood
3. Oh to grace how great a debtor,
daily I’m constrained to be!
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter,
bind my wandering heart to Thee:
prone to wander, Lord, I feel it,
prone to leave the God I love;
here’s my heart, oh take and seal it;
seal it for Thy courts above

COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING / R. Robinson


