
COMMUNION
GUIDELINES: The sacrament of Communion is also called the Lord’s Supper or Eucharist. 
It is the family meal for those who are willing to forsake their sin and trust in Jesus Christ for 
salvation. The invitation is from Jesus Christ alone, not from this church or any minister. If 
you are baptized and can call yourself a Christian, come to the table.
DIRECTIONS: When instructed, please come forward to receive Communion, which is 
individually pre-packaged; take the elements back to your seats and partake of them there. 
Keep social distance at all times and put masks on promptly after partaking in Communion. 
This is not mandatory. Participate as you feel comfortable. 
CHILDREN: Children who are baptized, can profess faith in Jesus Christ in an age appropri-
ate manner, and have talked to a pastor or an elder may participate in communion.

Leader As we respond to God’s invitation today, it is sobering to remember
  that when God appeared on earth in the person of Jesus, 
  most of the world did not recognize him 
  and therefore did not worship him.
  Many saw the cross and counted it as foolishness,
  but this foolishness is wiser than any of our wisdom;
  by the cross, we are saved and raised to new life!
  Today we ask for the faith that will open our eyes
  to see Jesus for who he is, that we might worship him in truth.
  People of God, behold and see your God!
All  We open our eyes to see his glory;
  we open our ears to hear his wisdom;
  we open our hands to offer him gifts;
  we open our mouths to sing his praise;
  we open our hearts and choose his way of love! — based on Cor. 1:25

1. Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty!
Early in the morning 
our song shall rise to Thee;
Holy, holy, holy! Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!
2. Holy, holy, holy! 
All the saints adore Thee,
casting down their golden crowns 
around the glassy sea;
cherubim and seraphim 
falling down before Thee,
Who wert and art and evermore shall be

3. Holy, holy, holy! 
Though the darkness hide thee,
though the eye of sinful man 
Thy glory may not see,
only Thou art holy, 
there is none beside Thee;
perfect in power, in love and purity.
4. Holy, holy, holy! 
Lord God Almighty!
All Thy works shall praise Thy name 
in earth and sky and sea;
Holy, holy, holy! 
Merciful and mighty,
God in three persons, blessed Trinity!

PRAYER OF ADORATION

PRAYER OF CONFESSION                  
Eternal God of Love, in whom we live and move and have our being, 
your face is hidden from us by our sins, 
and we forget your mercy in the blindness of our hearts. 
We are blind because we have boasted in our arrogance
rather than in your power and might;
we have clung to treasure that rots,
rather than laying up the treasures of your mercy and grace.
Cleanse us from all our offenses, 
and deliver us from proud thoughts and vain desires. 
With lowliness and meekness may we draw near to you, 
confessing our faults, confiding in your grace, 
and finding in you our refuge and strength; through Jesus Christ your Son.
In his name, we pray. Amen.

CALL TO WORSHIP                  

THE MORNING MESSAGE                                                          Brannin Pitre

EastEr sEriEs: “thE GospEl CEntErEd Community”
Sermon Title: “Justice in Community”

SCRIPTURE LESSON                        James 4:13-5:6 (ESV)

O Lord, our God, 
we praise you for you are always 
more ready to give your good gifts to us 
than we are to seek them, and you are willing 
to give more than we desire or deserve.  
By your Spirit, help us so to seek that we may truly find, 
so to ask that we may joyfully receive, 
so to knock that the door of your mercy 
may be opened to us through Jesus Christ, our Savior. Amen.

SONG OF RESPONSE & PRAISE 

4:13 Come now, you who say, “Today or tomorrow we will go into such and 
such a town and spend a year there and trade and make a profit”— 14 yet you 
do not know what tomorrow will bring. What is your life? For you are a mist 
that appears for a little time and then vanishes. 15 Instead you ought to say, “If 
the Lord wills, we will live and do this or that.” 16 As it is, you boast in your 
arrogance. All such boasting is evil. 17 So whoever knows the right thing to do 
and fails to do it, for him it is sin.

***
5:1 Come now, you rich, weep and howl for the miseries that are coming upon 
you. 2 Your riches have rotted and your garments are moth-eaten. 3 Your gold 
and silver have corroded, and their corrosion will be evidence against you and 
will eat your flesh like fire. You have laid up treasure in the last days. 4 Behold, 
the wages of the laborers who mowed your fields, which you kept back by 
fraud, are crying out against you, and the cries of the harvesters have reached 
the ears of the Lord of hosts. 5 You have lived on the earth in luxury and in 
self-indulgence. You have fattened your hearts in a day of slaughter. 6 You have 
condemned and murdered the righteous person. He does not resist you.

Leader The Word of the Lord
All  Thanks be to God!

During the offertory, we consider all that we have and all that God may be asking us 
to give. Please take this time to ask God how you might give of your financial gifts, 
personal time and even vocational calling. There are different ways to give. You may 
mail your offering to our office address: 16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609, Pasadena, CA 
91101; or make an online payment via our website: www.gracepasadena.org/give. 

Mercy 
Shines like the sun in the morning
Chasing the dark into blue skies
Giving me hope for the day
A new song of praise

And mercy, 
It falls like the rain upon me
Taking away all my sorrows
Covering all of my shame
And now I can sing
Hallelujah, I’m washed 
In the blood of the Lamb
Hallelujah, I’m forgiven
Yes, I’m forgiven

SONGS OF RESPONSE & PRAISE
WORDS OF COMFORT & THE PEACE
Leader  Receive these good words: “Neither death, nor life, nor angels, 

nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to 
separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus our Lord.” If you 
are in Christ, you are forgiven; you are his, and he is yours. Believe 
and be at peace.  -- from Ro. 8:38-39

Together Thanks be to God!
Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All                  And also with you!

GREETINGS, ANNOUNCEMENTS, AND OUR OFFERING

SONG OF ASSURANCE                

Chorus

Because of His great love
We are not overcome
Because of His great love
We are not overcome
1. Flesh will fail, bones will break
Thieves will steal, the earth will shake
Night will fall, light will fade
The Lord will give, and take away

2. Put no trust in the earth
In the ground you stand upon
Flowers fade into dust
The Lord will make a place for us
3. Have no fear, for your life
Turn your cheek, Turn your cheek
Bear the yoke, love in death
The Lord will give life and breath

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE
Leader God of heaven and earth, keep the Church in the unity of the Spirit 

and in the bond of peace. Help us all to remember our common 
identity in your Son, so that we may be quick to honor and bless one 
another. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader God of peace, help us to live in harmony with our families, 

coworkers, and neighbors, so that the gospel would shine where we 
live. Guard our lips, that we would speak only words of truth and 
grace. Give us generous lives that testify to the riches of your love and 
provision. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader God of hope, heal the sick; rescue the lost; deliver the oppressed. 

May your embrace be felt by all who are downcast, anxious, or afraid. 
We pray once again for the Asian-American community. Do not turn 
away from the terror and loss many are experiencing. Do not turn 
away from the cries for peace. Protect and comfort; enact justice and 
reconciliation. Direct our lives and energies to your work of peace; 
may we be quick to do what is good. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader God of wisdom, keep us from foolishness. Make us quick to listen to 

your good word and make us quick to do your will. For this, O Lord, 
we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer.

MERCY / R. DELMORE

HOLY, HOLY, HOLY / R. HEBER

WE ARE NOT OVERCOME / BIFROST ARTS

1. O Lord my God, 
when I in awesome wonder,
consider all the worlds 
Thy hands have made;
I see the stars,
I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout 
the universe displayed.
Chorus

Then sings my soul, 
my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, 
how great Thou art. (2x)

2. And when I think, 
that God, His Son not sparing,
sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross 
my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

3. When Christ shall come 
with shout of acclamation,
and take me home what joy 
shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow, 
in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, 
“My God, how great Thou art!”

HOW GREAT THOU ART / C. BOBERG



  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  V I S I O N  S TAT E M E N T

   G I V I N G  &  B U D G E T

God-Centered Worship – We seek to be transformed in worship as we experience the 
wonder of God and respond appropriately

Gospel-Driven Identity – We seek a personal experience of the gospel that both humbles 
us, and assures us that we are more deeply valued and loved by God than we can possibly 
imagine
Outward-Facing Community – We seek the betterment of our city as we extend God’s grace 
by loving our neighbors as ourselves

Kingdom-Minded Movement – We seek to extend the Kingdom of Jesus Christ by creating 
community and global partnerships that can reach and serve those in need

  G R AC E  PA S A D E N A’ S  C O R E  VA L U E S

THE  6 T H SUN DAY OF  EASTER

MAY  9 ,  2021

Grace Pasadena exists to Experience & Extend the life-giving grace of God
   •   As we grow in the knowledge of the gospel of Jesus Christ
   •   In every sphere of life
   •   For our neighborhoods, city and the world

(626) 653-6036 (voicemail only)   |   info@gracepasadena.org   |   www.gracepasadena.org

Mailing/Office Address:
16 N Marengo Ave Ste 609
Pasadena, CA 91101

Music lyrics printed by permission: CCLI #2816052

Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version
© 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers

Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Leader May the blessing of God, the giver of every good and perfect gift;
  and of Christ, who summons us to love as he loved us; and of the
  Holy Spirit, who gives wisdom beyond imagination, be with us all
  Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All  He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Amen!

BENEDICTION + EASTER PROCLAMATION

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-APR ‘21 MAY ‘211

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  502,102 142,067 8,423
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 144,000 36,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +34,102 (-1,933) (-27,577)

1as of 5/8/2021; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

“[The] Wisdom of God in healing man has applied 
Himself to his cure, being Himself healer and medicine 
both in one. Seeing, then, that man fell through pride, 
He restored him through humility. We were ensnared 
by the wisdom of the serpent: we are set free by the 

foolishness of God.”

ST. AUGUSTINE | De Doctrina christiana, I.12-14

“Foolishness is more than being stupid, that deadly 
combination of arrogance and ignorance.” 

PAUL TRIPP | instruments in the reDeemer’s hanDs

Whoever trusts in his own mind is a fool, but he who 
walks in wisdom will be delivered.

PROVERBS 28:26

COMMUNION & CLOSING SONGS     

BLESSED ASSURANCE / F. Crosby

May the Lord bless you and keep you
May the Lord bless you and keep you
May the Lord make His face to shine on you
May the Lord make His face to shine on you
And be gracious to you
And be gracious to you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May the Lord lift His countenance on you
May He keep you in perfect peace
May He keep you in perfect peace

AARON’S BLESSING / F. ortega 

COMMUNION PRAYER
God of love, as in Jesus Christ you gave yourself to us, so may we give 
ourselves to you, living according to your holy will. Keep our feet firmly in the 
way where Christ leads us; help our lips speak the truth that Christ teaches us; 
fill our bodies with the life that is Christ within us. In his holy name we pray. 
Amen.

1. Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine!
O, what a foretaste of glory divine!
Heir of salvation, purchase of God,
born of His spirit, washed in His blood.
Chorus

This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long!
This is my story, this is my song,
praising my Savior all the day long!
2. Perfect communion, 
perfect delight,visions of rapture 
now burst on my sight;
angels descending, bring from above
echoes of mercy, whispers of love.

3. Perfect submission, all is at rest;
I in my Savior am happy and blessed,
Watching and waiting, looking above,
Filled with His goodness, lost in His 
love.


