
4 TH SUNDAY IN  LENT  |  MARCH 14 ,  2021

REFLECTIONS 

“Weary or bitter or bewildered as we may be, God is faithful. 
He lets us wander so we will know what it means to come home.” 

 MARILYNNE ROBINSON |  Home

“Self-denial means knowing only Christ, and no longer oneself. It means seeing only Christ, who goes ahead of us, and 
no longer the path that is too difficult for us. Again, self-denial is saying only: He goes ahead of us; hold fast to him.”

DIETRICH BONHOEFFER | Bread & Wine

CALL  TO WORSHIP

Leader Let us fix our eyes on Jesus,
 the author and perfecter of our faith,
Together who for the joy set before him endured the cross,
 scorning its shame, and sat down at the right hand of God.
Leader Let us consider him who endured such opposition from sinful people, 
 so that we will not grow weary and lose heart.
Together	 Let	us	fix	our	eyes	to	Jesus	Christ,
 who is the the Alpha and Omega
 and the One who is with us always, until the end of the age.
 Let us open our mouths and praise his name!  — based on Heb. 12; Mt. 28

SONG OF  PRAISE

PRAYER OF  ADORATION

All O Christ, our Savior, like the seed fallen to the ground, you suffered death;
 united to you, our lives will bear much fruit.
 O Christ, you went down to the lowest point of the human condition; 
 you remain close to all who are abandoned.
 In your love you took upon yourself our sins;
 innocent, you accepted death to free us from death.
 By your love you conquered evil and hatred,
 and you live forever at the Father’s side.
 You send out your love and your faithfulness; 
 fill our hearts to overflowing by revealing to us the light of your face. 
 With all heaven and earth we praise you, Lord. Amen.

1. My hope is built on nothing less
than Jesus’ blood and righteousness!
I dare not trust the sweetest frame,
but wholly lean on Jesus’ name.

Chorus

On Christ the solid rock I stand;
all other ground is sinking sand;
all other ground is sinking sand.
2. When darkness veils His lovely face,
I rest on His unchanging grace.
In every high and stormy gale,
my anchor holds within the veil.

3. His oath, His covenant, His blood
support me in the whelming flood;
when all around my soul gives way
He then is all my hope and stay!
4. When He shall come 
with trumpet sound,
O may I then in Him be found;
Dressed in His righteousness alone;
faultless to stand before the throne.

MY HOPE IS BUILT ON NOTHING LESS  / e. mote



PRAYER OF  CONFESS ION

All  O God, in gracious love
 you promise to care for the creatures of earth;
 in steadfast love you keep your promise.
 But we, who so quickly embrace your covenant,
 just as quickly betray it;
 we, from whom you desire worship,
 too often offer only scorn.
 For making and then keeping your promise
 in the greatness of your mercy, we sing your praise, Lord;
 and for accepting and then spurning your covenant
 in the greatness of our sin, we ask your forgiveness. Amen.

SONG OF  RESPONSE  &  ASSURANCE

1. How long, will You turn Your face away?
How long, do You hear us when we pray?
On and on, still we walk this pilgrim way —
How long?
2. How long, ‘till Your children find their rest?
How long, ‘till You draw them to Your breast?
We go on, holding to Your promises —
How long?
RefRain

‘Till You wipe away the tears from every eye?
‘Till we see our home descending from the sky?
Do we wait in vain? Jesus give us hope again

4. How long, ‘till Your word will still the storm?
How long, ‘till You bear Your mighty arm?
How we groan, ‘till You snatch us from the thorns —
How long?
5. How long, sweet the dawn that ends the race?
How long, weak our hearts but strong our legs?
Looking on, great the cloud of witnesses —
How long?

HOW LONG / Bifrost arts

WORDS OF  COMFORT &  PEACE

Leader  Does guilt and shame overwhelm you? Fear not! The Lord, your God is merciful and gracious, 
slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love and faithfulness. You are his beloved! In the 
cross of Jesus Christ, you have a sign of God’s favor, help, and comfort. Believe and be at 
peace!          — based on Ps. 86:14-17 

All                  Thanks be to God! 
Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All                  And also with you.

1. In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.
3. There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From a life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I stand

IN CHRIST ALONE / s. toWnend & K. Getty

Every step of the way I found grace
If I lead or follow change my pace
I get tired lonely lose my way
My lord he knows me every step of the way
My lord he knows me every step of the way

EVERY STEP /m. staples & J. tWeedy

SONGS OF  PRAISE



THE  OFFERING &  OFFERTORY

If you’re accustomed to giving during worship on Sunday mornings, please consider giving online and setting up a recurring 
or one-time gift through the Subsplash platform. (Subsplash has one of the lowest transaction fees and reduces our fees the 
more people give online.) To give online, visit https://gracepasadena.org/give. Questions? Email info@gracepasadena.org. 

THE  SERMON — BRANNIN  P ITRE

lenten sermon series: tHe CHaraCter of Jesus

Sermon Title: “The Faithfulness of Jesus”

PRAYERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE

Leader O Jesus, who wept over the death of Lazarus, be with all who grieve. Silence

 O Jesus, who wept over the state of Jerusalem, be in the broken places of our city, 
 our country, and our world. Silence

 O Jesus, who wept alone in Gethsemane, be with all who are alone, all who face difficult decisions, 
 all who are unwell in body and mind, all who are dying. Silence

 O Jesus, who cried,“My God, my God, why have you forsaken me?” be with all who are tortured, 
 all who are victims of violence, all who are denied dignity and justice. Silence

 O Jesus, who offered up prayers with loud cries and tears, hear our prayers. 
 O Jesus, who with the Spirit intercedes for us without ceasing, hear our prayers. 
 O Jesus, who wept in sympathy and frustration, 
 O living God, who knows all our pain and joy, be with us in our lives. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

* Continue passing the peace to one another during announcements.
** Check our website for the latest updates and ways to invest in the life of our church and city.

THE  MORNING LESSON — MARK 14 :32 -42
32 And they went to a place called Gethsemane. And he said to his disciples, “Sit here while I pray.” 33 And he took with 
him Peter and James and John, and began to be greatly distressed and troubled. 34 And he said to them, “My soul is very 
sorrowful, even to death. Remain here and watch.” 35 And going a little farther, he fell on the ground and prayed that, 
if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. 36 And he said, “Abba, Father, all things are possible for you. Remove 
this cup from me. Yet not what I will, but what you will.” 37 And he came and found them sleeping, and he said to Peter, 
“Simon, are you asleep? Could you not watch one hour? 38 Watch and pray that you may not enter into temptation. The 
spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is weak.” 39 And again he went away and prayed, saying the same words. 40 And 
again he came and found them sleeping, for their eyes were very heavy, and they did not know what to answer him. 
41 And he came the third time and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and taking your rest? It is enough; the hour has 
come. The Son of Man is betrayed into the hands of sinners. 42 Rise, let us be going; see, my betrayer is at hand.” [ESV]

A COMMUNION PRAYER

All God of all times and places, in Jesus Christ, lifted up on the cross, you opened for us the path to eternal 
life. Grant that we, who are born again of water and the Spirit and nourished by your life giving Word, 
may joyfully serve you in newness of life and faithfully walk in your holy ways, through Jesus Christ, our 
Lord, who lives and reigns with you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.



CLOSING SONGS

BENEDICT ION &  SENDING

Leader The Lord bless you and keep you; the Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you; the Lord 
turn his face toward you and give you peace. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them the good news of Jesus 
Christ. And behold, Jesus is with you always, to the end of the age.      —based on Num. 6:24-26; Matt. 28:19-20

   All             Thanks be to God! Amen!   

GIV ING &  BUDGET

******

LENT 

Lent is here! Starting on Ash Wednesday, Lent lasts for 40 days (the Sundays in Lent are not considered part of the season). 
It ends on the Easter Vigil, the day before Easter Sunday. During this season, our attention is drawn to the suffering of Christ. 
As we contemplate his suffering, the Spirit draws us more deeply into his suffering and makes us ever more ready to pick up 
our crosses to follow Jesus and his example of love. A somber season, the color of the season is purple to represent Christ’s 
suffering and royalty. Black is often used during Holy Week, especially on Good Friday. For more information about Lent, 
please see the Lenten Prayer guide on our website. 

Music lyrics printed by permission: CCLI #2816052
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version

© 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

My song is love unknown, my Savior’s love to me
Love to the loveless shown, that they might lovely be
Oh, who am I that for my sake,
My Lord should take frail flesh and die?
He came from heaven’s throne salvation to bestow
But they refused and none 
the longed-for Christ would know
This is my friend, my friend indeed,
Who at my need, His life did spend.
Sometimes they crowd His way and His sweet praises sing
Resounding all the day, hosannas to their King
Then, “Crucify!” is all their breath,
And for His death they thirst and cry.

Why, what has my Lord done to cause this rage and spite
He made the lame to run, and gave the blind their sight
What injuries, yet these are why,
The Lord Most High so cruelly dies.

With angry shouts they have my dear Lord done away
A murderer they save, the Prince of Life they slay
Yet willingly, He bears the shame,
That through His name all might be free.
Here might I stay and sing of Him my soul adores
Never was love, dear King, never was grief like Yours
This is my friend in whose sweet praise,
I, all my days would gladly spend.

MY SONG IS LOVE UNKNOWN / f. orteGa
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Glory be to the Father
Glory be to the Son

Glory be to the Holy Ghost (2x)
As it was in the beginning
Is now, and ever shall be

World without end
world without end

Amen, Amen

GLORY BE TO THE FATHER / musiC: f. orteGa


