
PALM SUNDAY |  MARCH 28 ,  2021

REFLECTIONS 

“How are we doing? I don’t know about you, but I have flunked Lent. I flunk it every year. I know I need to go through 
the refiner’s fire. But now hear this. This same Jesus who has turned over my prayer desk is also the one who is on his 

way this very week to betrayal, condemnation, humiliation, abandonment, and death on my behalf.” 

FLEMING RUTLEDGE

CALL  TO WORSHIP

Leader Rejoice greatly, O daughter Zion! 
Together Shout aloud, O daughter Jerusalem! 
Leader Lo, Jesus, your king, comes to you; 
Together triumphant and victorious is he, 
 humble and riding on a donkey,
 on a colt, the foal of a donkey.
Leader Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord! 
Together Hosanna in the highest! Hosanna in the highest! 
                 — from Zech. 9:9, Ps.118:26; Mk. 11:12  

SONG OF  PRAISE

PRAYER OF  ADORATION

All O Lord Jesus Christ,
 on this day you received the worship
 of those who hailed you as their King:
 Accept our praise and adoration, our worship and love; 
 Grant that we, who now confess you with our lips, 
 may never fail to give you the service of our lives,
 for the honor of your holy name,
 for you live and reign with the Father 
 and the Holy Spirit, one God, 
 world without end. Amen.

1. Prepare the way, O Zion,
your Christ is drawing near!
Let every hill and valley,
a level way appear.
Greet One who comes in glory,
foretold in sacred story;
Oh blest is Christ that came,
in God’s most holy name.

2. He brings God’s rule, O Zion;
He comes from heaven above!
His rule is peace and freedom,
and justice, truth, and love.
Lift high your praise resounding,
for grace and joy abounding;
Oh, blest is Christ that came,
in God’s most holy name.

3. Fling wide your gates, O Zion,
your Savior’s rule embrace!
His tidings of salvation,
proclaim in every place.
All lands will bow before Him,
their voices will adore Him;
Oh blest is Christ that came,
in God’s most holy name.

PREPARE THE WAY, O ZION  / F. Franzen

Now to the gate of my Jerusalem,
The seething holy city of my heart,
The saviour comes. But will I welcome him?
Oh crowds of easy feelings make a start;
They raise their hands, get caught up in the singing,
And think the battle won. Too soon they’ll find
The challenge, the reversal he is bringing

Changes their tune. I know what lies behind
The surface flourish that so quickly fades;
Self-interest, and fearful guardedness,
The hardness of the heart, its barricades,
And at the core, the dreadful emptiness
Of a perverted temple. Jesus  come
Break my resistance and make me your home.

MALCOLM GUITE | “Palm Sunday” 



PRAYER OF  CONFESS ION

All  Loving God, you rode a donkey and came in peace,
 humbled yourself and gave yourself for us.
 We confess our lack of humility.
 As you entered Jerusalem, the crowds shouted “Hosanna: ‘Save us now!’”
 On Good Friday they shouted “Crucify!”
 We confess our praise is often empty.
 We sing “Hosanna,” but cry “Crucify.”     silence
 As the crowd laid their palms in front of you, you took no glory for yourself.
 We confess our self-promotion over the wellbeing of others.
 Forgive us, Lord, and fill our lives with new songs of joy. Amen.

SONG OF  RESPONSE  &  ASSURANCE

WORDS OF  COMFORT &  PEACE

Leader  Hear the Word of the Lord from Psalm 118: Let those who fear the Lord say, “His steadfast love 
endures for ever.” Out of my distress I called on the Lord; the Lord answered me and set me free. 
The Lord is my strength and my song; he has become my salvation. I shall not die, but I shall live, 
and recount the deeds of the Lord.

Together In Christ, God answers us and sets us free! In Christ, we are forgiven! Thanks be to God!  
Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All                  And also with you.

EVERY STEP /m. StaPleS & J. tweedy

SONGS OF  PRAISE

1. All throughout my history
Your faithfulness has walked beside me
The winter storms made way for spring
In every season, from where I’m standing
Chorus

I see the evidence of Your goodness
All over my life, all over my life
I see Your promises in fulfillment
All over my life, all over my life

2. Help me remember when I’m weak
Fear may come but fear will leave
You lead my heart to victory
You are my strength 
and You always will be
Chorus

I see the evidence of Your goodness
All over my life, all over my life
I see Your promises in fulfillment
All over my life, all over my life

Bridge

See the cross, the empty grave
The evidence is endless
All my sin rolled away
Because of You, oh Jesus
ending

Why should I fear, the evidence is here

EVIDENCE / JoSh Baldwin

1. Would you be free from the burden of sin?
There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood.
Would you o’er evil a victory win?
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.
Chorus

There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r
in the blood of the Lamb!
There is pow’r, pow’r, wonder working pow’r
in the precious blood of the Lamb.
2. Would you be free from your passion and pride?
There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood.
Come for a cleansing to Calvary’s tide.
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

3. Would you be whiter, much whiter than snow?
There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood.
Sin stains are lost in its life giving flow.
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.
4. Would you do service for Jesus your King?
There’s pow’r in the blood, pow’r in the blood.
Would you live daily His praises to sing?
There’s wonderful pow’r in the blood.

THERE IS POWER IN THE BLOOD / l. JoneS

Lord, early in the morning
We cry unto You

In You there is light, when I cannot see
In You there is love, patience and peace

Lord, I do not understand Your ways
But You know the way for me

BONHOEFFER’S PRAYER / muSic: BiFroSt artS



THE  OFFERING &  OFFERTORY

If you’re accustomed to giving during worship on Sunday mornings, please consider giving online and setting up a recurring 
or one-time gift through the Subsplash platform. (Subsplash has one of the lowest transaction fees and reduces our fees the 
more people give online.) To give online, visit https://gracepasadena.org/give. Questions? Email info@gracepasadena.org. 

THE  SERMON — MARC CHOI

lenten Sermon SerieS: the character oF JeSuS

Sermon title: “the aBSurdity oF JeSuS”

PRAYERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE

Leader Gracious Father, we give thanks for all that is gracious in the lives of men, women, and children. We pray for 
peace, justice, and reconciliation in our city and throughout the world. We pray for the honoring of your image 
in your people, especially the unborn, the oppressed, and the marginalized. Make us agents of your kingdom, 
here and wherever you may call us. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Jesus Christ, you are the chief cornerstone and head of the Church. We give thanks for the gift of your word, the 

grace of the sacraments, and the fellowship of your people. We pray for the renewal of the Church in faith, love, 
and service. We pray especially for our own congregation during this time, that you would equip us to proclaim 
your gospel joyfully in word and deed. Make it so that we can gather again and share in the riches of your love 
together. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Holy Spirit, our wisdom, guide, and inspiration. We give thanks for human skill and creativity and all that 

reveals your loveliness. We pray for this local community and for all people in their daily life and work. As we 
work, study, serve, and rest, may our lives reflect your goodness. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, you are love. We give thanks for human love and friendship and for all that 

enriches our daily lives. Renew our relationships and show us again the meaning of togetherness. 
 We pray for those who are in need; we pray for the sick, sorrowful, and bereaved; we pray for Boulder and 

Atlanta; we lift the names of those who cry out to you.     silence 
 Fill us with your tenderness and compassion, and let us be those who bring comfort, care, and healing. 
 For this, O Lord, we pray:
All  Lord, hear our prayer.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

* Continue passing the peace to one another during announcements.
** Check our website for the latest updates and ways to invest in the life of our church and city.

THE  M ORNING LESSON — MARK 1 1 : 1 -1 1
1 Now when they drew near to Jerusalem, to Bethphage and Bethany, at the Mount of Olives, Jesus sent two of his 
disciples 2 and said to them, “Go into the village in front of you, and immediately as you enter it you will find a colt tied, 
on which no one has ever sat. Untie it and bring it. 3 If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ say, ‘The Lord has 
need of it and will send it back here immediately.’” 4 And they went away and found a colt tied at a door outside in the 
street, and they untied it. 5 And some of those standing there said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 And 
they told them what Jesus had said, and they let them go. 7 And they brought the colt to Jesus and threw their cloaks on 
it, and he sat on it. 8 And many spread their cloaks on the road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut from 
the fields. 9 And those who went before and those who followed were shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is he who comes in 
the name of the Lord! 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David! Hosanna in the highest!”
11 And he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple. And when he had looked around at everything, as it was already 
late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve. [ESV]

A COMMUNION PRAYER

All Jesus Christ, you fulfilled the prophets’ words and entered the city of Jerusalem, where your body was 
broken and lifted high upon the cross so that the whole world might be drawn to you. By your suffering 
and death, you defeated the power of death and blessed us with life; the tree of defeat became the tree of 
victory. Take us, break us, bless us, and give us to the world for the sake of your name. Amen.



CLOSING SONGS

1. I’m pressing on the upward way
New heights I’m gaining every day
Still praying as I onward bound
“Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.”
Chorus

Lord, lift me up and let me stand 
By faith on heaven’s table land
A higher plane than I have found
Lord, plant my feet on higher ground.

2. My heart has no desire to stay
Where doubts arise and fears dismay
Though some may dwell where these abound
My prayer, my aim is higher ground.

HIGHER GROUND / J. oatman, Jr.

BENEDICT ION &  SENDING

Leader May our Lord, who for the joy set before him entered Jerusalem and spread his arms on the cross to em-
brace the whole world, help us this week to take up the cross and follow him.

   All             Thanks be to God! Amen!   

GIV ING &  BUDGET

******

LENT 

Lent is here! Starting on Ash Wednesday, Lent lasts for 40 days (the Sundays in Lent are not considered part of the season). 
It ends on the Easter Vigil, the day before Easter Sunday. During this season, our attention is drawn to the suffering of Christ. 
As we contemplate his suffering, the Spirit draws us more deeply into his suffering and makes us ever more ready to pick up 
our crosses to follow Jesus and his example of love. A somber season, the color of the season is purple to represent Christ’s 
suffering and royalty. Black is often used during Holy Week, especially on Good Friday. For more information about Lent, 
please see the Lenten Prayer guide on our website. 

Music lyrics printed by permission: CCLI #2816052
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version

© 2001 Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers
Used by permission. All rights reserved.

Chorus 1
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol’ way
And who shall wear the starry crown?
Good Lord show me the way!
1. O sisters let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
O sisters let’s go down
Down in the river to pray
Chorus 2
As I went down in the river to pray
Studying about that good ol’ way
And who shall wear the robe & crown?
Good Lord show me the way

2. O brothers let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
Come on brothers, let’s go down
Down in the river to pray Chorus 1
3. O fathers let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
O fathers let’s go down
Down in the river to pray Chorus 2
4. O mothers let’s go down
Come on down, 
don’t you wanna go down?
Come on mothers, let’s go down
Down in the river to pray Chorus 1

5. O sinners, let’s go down
Let’s go down, come on down
O sinners, let’s go down
Down in the river to pray Chorus 2

DOWN TO THE RIVER TO PRAY / traditional SPiritual

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-FEB ‘21 MAR ‘211

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  472,102 60,741 25,403
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 72,000 36,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +4,102 -11,259 -10,597

1as of 3/19/2021; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors


