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REFLECTIONS 

“But gradually we learn something very precious under the tutelage of [our wounds]. We learn a compassion for others 
that replaces judging, self-loathing, and the compulsion to find someone to blame. We learn a reverent joy before 

our wounds that replaces the condemnation of and comparison of ourselves with others that used to fuel our anxiety. 
We learn that the consummation of self-esteem is self-forgetful abandonment to the Silence of God that gives birth to 

loving service of all who struggle.” 

 MARTIN LAIRD |  Into the SIlent land

“In the victorious presence of the crucified and risen One, the whole company of the redeemed will throw off every 
bond and join in a celebration of mutual love and joy where no one will be a wallflower and everyone will be able to 

dance like Fred Astaire and Michael Jackson combined.”

FLEMMING RUTLEDGE | the CruCIfIxIon

CALL  TO WORSHIP

Leader Are your spirits and bodies sick, tired, or weary? 
 Are your hearts and minds heavy with guilt and shame?
 This day is holy to the Lord your God; do not mourn or weep.
Together We bring all that we are and the worries of the world;
 we hear the word of the Lord and we are revived.
Leader Let us eat the fat and drink sweet wine 
 and send portions to anyone who has nothing ready, 
 for this day is holy to our Lord, and do not be grieved.
Together The joy of the Lord is our strength; this is the day the Lord has made, 
 let us rejoice and be glad in it!              — based on Neh. 8:9-12; Ps. 118:24

SONG OF  PRAISE

PRAYER OF  ADORATION

All We give thanks to you, Lord, for you are good
 and your steadfast love endures forever!
 You are our strength and our song,
 and you have become our salvation.
 God who is with us and for us,
 journey with us as we continue our way to the cross;
 lead us through the shadows of darkness and prepare our hearts,
 that we might be a people of steadfast joy, ready to perceive 
 and respond to your Son and our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 In his name we pray. Amen.

1. All creatures of our God and King,
lift up your voice and with us sing,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou burning sun with golden beam,
thou silver moon with softer gleam,
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
2. Thou rushing wind that art so strong,
ye clouds that sail in heav’n along,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Thou rising morn, in praise rejoice,

ye lights of evening, find a voice
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!
3. And all Ye men of tender heart,
forgiving others take your part,
O sing ye! Alleluia!
Ye who long pain and sorrow bear,
praise God and on Him cast your care,
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

4. Let all things their Creator bless,
and worship Him in humbleness,
O, praise Him! Alleluia!
Praise, praise the Father, 
praise the Son,
and praise the Spirit, three in one!
O, praise Him! O, praise Him!
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia!

ALL CREATURES OF OUR GOD & KING  / WordS: St. franCIS of aSSISI



PRAYER OF  CONFESS ION

All  Righteous God, in Christ you became sin for us.
 You took what we are so that we might become what you are. 
 But we confess that often we ignore our sin. 
 We confess that too often we do not confess.
 We keep silent about the sin that clings to us. 
 But our sins are too great a burden for us;
 they break our hearts, minds and bodies; 
 they rob us of true joy. Forgive us.
 In Christ take away our iniquity.
 You are our stronghold, our hiding place. 
 We confess our sins, so that we might rejoice
 and be glad in you and in the righteousness 
 that flows over us as a mighty stream of grace. Amen.

SONG OF  RESPONSE  &  ASSURANCE

1. O Love that will not let me go,
I rest my weary soul in Thee;
I give Thee back the life I owe,
that in Thine ocean depths its flow
may richer, fuller be.
2. O Light that followest all my way,
I yield my flickering torch to Thee;
my heart restores its borrowed ray,
that in Thy sunshine’s blaze its day
May brighter, fairer be.

3. O Joy that seekest me through pain,
I cannot close my heart to Thee;
I trace the rainbow through the rain,
And feel the promise is not vain,
That morn shall tearless be.
4. O Cross that liftest up my head,
I dare not ask to fly from Thee;
I lay in dust life’s glory dead,
And from the ground there blossoms red
Life that shall endless be.

OH LOVE THAT WILL NOT LET ME GO / G. MatheSon

WORDS OF  COMFORT &  PEACE

Leader  Jesus Christ sees you, washes and forgives you, and calls you his beloved. Our God delights in 
you and rejoices over you with loud singing! Believe and be filled with new songs of joy!  
                        — based on Psalm 41:11; Zeph. 3:17 

All                  Thanks be to God! 
Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All                  And also with you.

1. All throughout my history
Your faithfulness has walked beside me
The winter storms made way for spring
In every season, from where I’m standing
Chorus

I see the evidence of Your goodness
All over my life, all over my life
I see Your promises in fulfillment
All over my life, all over my life

2. Help me remember when I’m weak
Fear may come but fear will leave
You lead my heart to victory
You are my strength 
and You always will be
Chorus

I see the evidence of Your goodness
All over my life, all over my life
I see Your promises in fulfillment
All over my life, all over my life

Bridge

See the cross, the empty grave
The evidence is endless
All my sin rolled away
Because of You, oh Jesus
ending

Why should I fear, the evidence is here

EVIDENCE / JoSh BaldWIn

1. O Lord my God, when I in awesome wonder,
consider all the worlds Thy hands have made;
I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,
Thy power throughout the universe displayed.
Chorus

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee,
How great Thou art, how great Thou art. (2x)

2. And when I think, that God, His Son not sparing,
sent Him to die, I scarce can take it in,
that on the cross my burden gladly bearing,
He bled and died to take away my sin.

3. When Christ shall come with shout of acclamation,
and take me home what joy shall fill my heart.
Then I shall bow, in humble adoration,
and there proclaim, “My God, how great Thou art!”

HOW GREAT THOU ART /BoBerG & hIne

SONGS OF  PRAISE



THE  OFFERING &  OFFERTORY

If you’re accustomed to giving during worship on Sunday mornings, please consider giving online and setting up a recurring 
or one-time gift through the Subsplash platform. (Subsplash has one of the lowest transaction fees and reduces our fees the 
more people give online.) To give online, visit https://gracepasadena.org/give. Questions? Email info@gracepasadena.org. 

THE  SERMON — BRANNIN  P ITRE

lenten SerMon SerIeS: the CharaCter of JeSuS

Sermon Title: “The Joy of Jesus”

PRAYERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE

Leader Father of all mercies, free us from the discouragement and unbelief that cause us to hide from you in fear. Raise 
us up as your sons and daughters. Open our ears to your voice of love. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Gentle Savior, free us from violence and oppression in our city, country, and world. Fill your people with 

gracious words and deeds. For this, O Lord, we pray:
All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Spirit of compassion, free us from our anger at those who have failed and offended us. Remake us with your 

forgiveness. Comfort the lonely, the sick, the broken in spirit, and the dying. For this, O Lord, we pray:
All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Now gathering our prayers into one, let us pray boldly as our Savior has taught us:
All  Our Father, who art in heaven, 
 hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; 
 thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
 Give us this day our daily bread. 
 And forgive us our debts, 
 as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, 
 but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen.

ANNOUNCEMENTS

* Continue passing the peace to one another during announcements.
** Check our website for the latest updates and ways to invest in the life of our church and city.

THE  MORNING LESSON — JOHN 16 : 16 -24
16 “A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will see me.” 17 So some of his disciples 
said to one another, “What is this that he says to us, ‘A little while, and you will not see me, and again a little while, 
and you will see me’; and, ‘because I am going to the Father’?” 18 So they were saying, “What does he mean by ‘a little 
while’? We do not know what he is talking about.” 19 Jesus knew that they wanted to ask him, so he said to them, “Is 
this what you are asking yourselves, what I meant by saying, ‘A little while and you will not see me, and again a little 
while and you will see me’? 20 Truly, truly, I say to you, you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice. You will 
be sorrowful, but your sorrow will turn into joy. 21 When a woman is giving birth, she has sorrow because her hour has 
come, but when she has delivered the baby, she no longer remembers the anguish, for joy that a human being has been 
born into the world. 22 So also you have sorrow now, but I will see you again, and your hearts will rejoice, and no one 
will take your joy from you. 23 In that day you will ask nothing of me. Truly, truly, I say to you, whatever you ask of the 
Father in my name, he will give it to you. 24 Until now you have asked nothing in my name. Ask, and you will receive, 
that your joy may be full. [ESV]

A COMMUNION PRAYER

All God of love, as we fast and look forward to the day we can eat from your table again, nourish us with 
your grace in body and soul. By your life-giving word make us one as you are one. As in Jesus Christ you 
gave yourself to us, so may we give ourselves to you, living according to your holy will. Keep our feet 
firmly in the way where Christ leads us; make our mouths speak the truth that Christ teaches us; fill our 
bodies with the life that is Christ within us. In his holy name we pray. Amen.



CLOSING SONGS

BENEDICT ION &  SENDING

Leader Rejoice in the Lord always. I will say it again: Rejoice! Let your gentleness be evident to all. The Lord is 
near. Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, 
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your 
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.    —based on Phil. 4:4-7

   All             Thanks be to God! Amen!   

GIV ING &  BUDGET

******

LENT 

Lent is here! Starting on Ash Wednesday, Lent lasts for 40 days (the Sundays in Lent are not considered part of the season). 
It ends on the Easter Vigil, the day before Easter Sunday. During this season, our attention is drawn to the suffering of Christ. 
As we contemplate his suffering, the Spirit draws us more deeply into his suffering and makes us ever more ready to pick up 
our crosses to follow Jesus and his example of love. A somber season, the color of the season is purple to represent Christ’s 
suffering and royalty. Black is often used during Holy Week, especially on Good Friday. For more information about Lent, 
please see the Lenten Prayer guide on our website. 

Music lyrics printed by permission: CCLI #2816052
Scripture quotations are from the Holy Bible, English Standard Version
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1. When peace, like a river, attendeth my way,
when sorrows like sea billows roll;
Whatever my lot, Thou hast taught me to say,
“It is well, it is well with my soul!”
refrain

It is well (it is well) with my soul (with my soul)
It is well, it is well with my soul
2. Though Satan should buffet, 
though trials should come, let this blest assurance control:
that Christ has regarded my helpless estate
and hath shed His own blood for my soul!

3. My sin oh, the bliss of this glorious thought:
my sin, not in part, but the whole,
is nailed to the cross, and I bear it no more;
praise the Lord, praise the Lord, O my soul!
4. And Lord, haste the day when the faith shall be sight;
the clouds be rolled back as a scroll;
the trump shall resound, and the Lord shall descend,
even so, it is well with my soul!

WHEN PEACE LIKE A RIVER / h. Spafford

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-FEB ‘21 MAR ‘211

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  472,102 60,741 2,562
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 72,000 36,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +4,102 -11,259 -33,438

1as of 3/04/2021; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
Grace to you and peace from God our Father

And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE TO YOU & PEACE / MuSIC: f. orteGa


