
ASCENSION SUNDAY -  THE  LAST  SUNDAY IN  EASTER
MAY 24 ,  2020

REFLECTIONS 

“We walk by faith and not by sight – not because we are blind, but because faith gives us the courage to 
face our fears and puts those fears in a context that makes them less frightful. We walk by faith and not by 
sight because there are places to go that cannot be seen and the scope of our vision is too small for our 
strides. Faith is not a denial of facts – it is a broadening of focus. It does not deny the hardness of guitar 

strings, it plucks them into a sweetness of sound.” 

RICH MULLINS

“The demand for a visible sign means that the one who makes the demand keeps ultimate sovereignty in 
his own hands. He has himself prescribed the tests by which divinity must prove itself.”

LESSLIE NEWBIGIN

CALL  TO WORSHIP

Leader God has ascended amid shouts of joy!
All Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our King, sing praises.
Leader For God is the King of all the earth; sing to him a psalm of praise.
All  God reigns over the nations; God is seated on his holy throne.
Leader Though enthroned above all, he is close to his people.
 He hears our cries; he knows our voices.
All He sends his word and heals us!
 He speaks and his word delivers us!            — based on Psalm 47:5-8; 107:20 (NIV)

SONG OF  PRAISE

1. Come Thou fount of every blessing
Tune my heart to sing Thy grace
Streams of mercy, never ceasing
Call for songs of loudest praise
Teach me some melodious sonnet
Sung by flaming tongues above
Praise the mount! I’m fixed upon it
Mount of Thy redeeming love

2. Here I raise my Ebenezer
Hither by Thy help I’m come
And I hope, by Thy good pleasure
Safely to arrive at home
Jesus sought me when a stranger
Wandering from the fold of God
He, to rescue me from danger
Interposed His precious blood

3. Oh to grace how great a debtor
Daily I’m constrained to be
Let Thy goodness, like a fetter
Bind my wandering heart to Thee
Prone to wander, Lord, I feel it
Prone to leave the God I love
Here’s my heart, oh take and seal it
Seal it for Thy courts above

COME THOU FOUNT OF EVERY BLESSING / RobeRt Robinson

EASTER  PRAYER OF  ADORATION

Leader Almighty God,
 we thank you that you have highly exalted your Son, Jesus Christ.
 Before him every knee shall bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord.
 He has made captivity itself a captive and he has given true freedom to his people.
 We rejoice that Jesus Christ, the author and perfecter of our faith,
 has triumphed most gloriously and is our Lord over all.
 By your Spirit, open our ears so we may hear and receive his word of life.
 By your Spirit, may we believe his word and respond with joy and thanksgiving. Amen.             
        — based on Ephesians 4:8; Philippians 2:10-11; Hebrews 12:2



SONGS OF  PRAISE

1. How deep the Father’s love for us
How vast beyond all measure
That He would give His only Son
To make a wretch His treasure
How great the pain of searing loss
The Father turns His face away
As wounds which mar the Chosen One
Bring many sons to glory
2. Behold the Man upon a cross
My sin upon His shoulders
Ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
Call out among the scoffers
It was my sin that held Him there
Until it was accomplished
His dying breath has brought me life
I know that it is finished

3. I will not boast in anything
No gifts, no powr’s, no wisdom
But I will boast in Jesus Christ
His death and resurrection
Why should I gain from His reward?
I cannot give an answer
But this I know with all my heart
His wounds have paid my ransom

HOW DEEP THE FATHER’S LOVE / stuaRt townend

1. You call me out upon the waters
The great unknown where feet may fail
And there I find You in the mystery
In oceans deep my faith will stand
Chorus

And I will call upon Your name
And keep my eyes above the waves
When oceans rise my soul will rest in Your embrace
For I am Yours and You are mine

2. Your grace abounds in deepest waters
Your sovereign hand will be my guide
Where feet may fail and fear surrounds me
You’ve never failed and You won’t start now
Bridge

Take me deeper than my feet could ever wander
And my faith will be made stronger
In the presence of my Saviour
Spirit lead me where my trust is without borders
Let me walk upon the waters wherever You would call me

OCEANS (WHERE FEET MAY FAIL) / Houston, CRoCkeR, LigHtHeLm

PRAYER OF  CONFESS ION

Together  Almighty God, you have raised Jesus from death to life and crowned him Lord of all.
 We confess that we have not bowed before him or acknowledged his rule in our lives.
 We sing of his lordship over all things in heaven and earth,
 but we act as though he is powerless in the face of today’s sorrows.
 We long for his blessing, but we reject his words of grace.
 We have gone along with the ways of the world and failed to give him glory.
 Forgive us and raise us from sin, that we may be your faithful people,
 trusting and obeying the words of our Lord Jesus Christ,
 who rules the world and is head of the church, his body. Amen.

SONG OF  RESPONSE  &  ASSURANCE

Kyrie, Kyrie Eleison
Kyrie, Kyrie Eleison
Kyrie Eleison, Kyrie Elei—son

Christe, Christe Eleison
Christe, Christe Eleison
Christe Eleison, Christe Elei—son

KYRIE ELEISON / FeRnando oRtega

WORDS OF  COMFORT &  PEACE

Leader  Hear the good news and believe: If anyone does sin, we have an advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the 
righteous; and he is the atoning sacrifice for our sins, and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole 
world. In Christ, we are forgiven. In Christ, you will live!                  — based on 1 John 2:1-2, John 4:53

All                  Thanks be to God!
Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All                  And also with you.

GREETINGS  &  ANNOUNCEMENTS

* Take a moment during announcements and “pass the peace” by leaving a comment, texting, calling or emailing one 
another. Send us a selfie!
** Check our website for the latest updates and ways to invest in the life of our church and city.



THE  OFFERING &  OFFERTORY

If you’re accustomed to giving during worship on Sunday mornings, please consider giving online and setting up a recurring 
or one-time gift through the Subsplash platform. (Subsplash has one of the lowest transaction fees and reduces our fees the 
more people give online.) To give online, visit https://gracepasadena.org/give. Questions? Email info@gracepasadena.org. 

THE  1 ST LESSON — ROMANS 10 :8 -17
8 But what does it [the Law in Deut. 30:13] say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart” (that is, the 
word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because, if you confess with your mouth that Jesus is Lord and believe in your heart 
that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes and is justified, and with the 
mouth one confesses and is saved. 11 For the Scripture says, “Everyone who believes in him will not be put to shame.” 
12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; for the same Lord is Lord of all, bestowing his riches on all who call 
on him. 13 For “everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved.”
14 How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of whom they 
have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching? 15 And how are they to preach unless they are 
sent? As it is written, “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the good news!” 16 But they have not all obeyed 
the gospel. For Isaiah says, “Lord, who has believed what he has heard from us?”  17 So faith comes from hearing, and 
hearing through the word of Christ.  [ESV]

THE  2 ND LESSON — JOHN 4 :39-54

39 Many Samaritans from that town believed in him because of the woman’s testimony, “He told me all that I ever did.” 
40 So when the Samaritans came to him, they asked him to stay with them, and he stayed there two days. 41 And many 
more believed because of his word. 42 They said to the woman, “It is no longer because of what you said that we believe, 
for we have heard for ourselves, and we know that this is indeed the Savior of the world.” 
43 After the two days he departed for Galilee. 44 (For Jesus himself had testified that a prophet has no honor in his own 
hometown.) 45 So when he came to Galilee, the Galileans welcomed him, having seen all that he had done in Jerusalem 
at the feast. For they too had gone to the feast.
46 So he came again to Cana in Galilee, where he had made the water wine. And at Capernaum there was an official 
whose son was ill. 47 When this man heard that Jesus had come from Judea to Galilee, he went to him and asked him to 
come down and heal his son, for he was at the point of death. 48 So Jesus said to him, “Unless you see signs and wonders 
you will not believe.” 49 The official said to him, “Sir, come down before my child dies.” 50 Jesus said to him, “Go; your 
son will live.” The man believed the word that Jesus spoke to him and went on his way. 51 As he was going down, his 
servants met him and told him that his son was recovering. 52 So he asked them the hour when he began to get better, 
and they said to him, “Yesterday at the seventh hour the fever left him.” 53 The father knew that was the hour when Jesus 
had said to him, “Your son will live.” And he himself believed, and all his household. 54 This was now the second sign 
that Jesus did when he had come from Judea to Galilee. [ESV]

THE  SERMON — MARC CHOI

Easter Sermon Series: “Meeting Jesus”
Sermon Title: “Hearing is Believing”

PRAYERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE

With the joy and hope of the resurrection resounding in our hearts, minds and bodies, let us offer our prayers for 
ourselves and the world to God through the Lord’s Prayer. We are bold to pray:

Together Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name; 
 thy kingdom come; thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven.
 Give us this day our daily bread.
 And forgive us our debts, as we forgive our debtors. 
 And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.
 For thine is the kingdom and the power
 and the glory forever and ever. Amen. 

A COMMUNION PRAYER

Together Jesus Christ, you promise to meet us and feed us whenever we gather and eat from your table. Since we 
cannot break bread with you and one another, we ask that you would renew your presence in us and 
strengthen us spiritually. We long to feast with you and our church family. We long to welcome others into 
your presence and to experience your gracious hospitality together. In your mercy, make it so quickly. In 
your name, we pray. Amen.



CLOSING SONGS

O God, my rock
My strength and my fortress
You never fail
Even when I doubt

You have my heart
Your peace is overwhelming
I’m in Your arms
You will cover me with Your grace

You will always be my strength
You will always be my light
You will always be my hope
You will always be my God

YOU WILL ALWAYS / beRnaRd CHadwiCk

Grace to you and peace from God our Father
Grace to you and peace from God our Father

And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ
And the Lord Jesus Christ

GRACE TO YOU & PEACE / FeRnando oRtega

BENEDICT ION &  SENDING

Leader May the Spirit give you ears to hear and believe the word of Jesus Christ, the King who reigns over all in 
love. Full of faith, go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and of the Holy Spirit. Proclaim his good word so all may believe and live. — from Mat. 28:19, Rom. 10:17

All             Amen! Alleluia!  

In need of prayer? 
Please reach out to the pastors, staff and leaders of the church. We are here for you.

Email: help@gracepasadena.org

No Social Hour Today. Take time to connect with your City Group, friends and neighbors.

JAN-APR MAY 20201 MERCY2

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  $142,790 $28,353 $9,605
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      144,000 36,000 NA
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    -1,210 -7,647 NA

1as of 5/18/2020; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors
2Year-to-date Mercy special offering contributions (for COVID-19 relief)

GIV ING &  BUDGET

******

EASTER  -  THE  ASCENSION

It’s still Easter! Today, we pay special attention to the ascension of Christ. As the Worship Sourcebook explains: 
“Though often overlooked, the ascension of Christ is filled with theological significance. Christ’s ascension [taking 
place 40 days after Easter] means that in heaven there is one who, knowing firsthand the experience of suffering and 
temptation, prays for us and perfects our prayers. The ascension is a witness and guarantee of our own bodily resur-
rection, as well as an invitation for us to set our hearts and minds ‘on things above, where Christ is seated....’ Finally, 
the ascension of Jesus serves as the prelude to Pentecost, when the power of the risen Christ came upon all believers 
through the Holy Spirit. Some churches observe Ascension Day with a service on the actual day of ascension, which is 
always a Thursday. Others observe Jesus’ ascension on the preceding or following Sunday.”

As we continue to celebrate Easter, let’s add to our celebration by remembering the ascension of our Lord and looking 
forward to Pentecost. Jesus Christ is risen and reigns over all! Alleluia and amen! 


