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REFLECTIONS 

“Science can give us knowledge, but it cannot give us wisdom. Nor can religion, until it puts aside nonsense and 
distraction and becomes itself again.” 

MARILYNNE ROBINSON | When I Was a ChIld I Read Books

“Perhaps this is the first thing we should note about the practice of prayer with respect to the Christian social imaginary: it 
is a practice that makes us a people who refuse to settle for appearances. Or, to put it otherwise, it makes us a people who 

always see that there’s more going on than meets the eye.” 

JAMES K.A. SMITH | desIRIng the kIngdom

CALL  TO WORSHIP

Leader Christ is risen!
Together He is risen indeed! Alleluia!
Leader Be exalted, O God, above the heavens!
Together My heart is steadfast, O God, my heart is steadfast!
  I will sing and make melody!
Leader Awake, my glory!
  Awake, O harp and lyre!
      I will awaken the dawn!
Together I will give thanks to you, O Lord, among the peoples;
      I will sing praises to you among the nations.
  For your steadfast love is great to the heavens,
      your faithfulness to the clouds.             — from Psalm 57

SONG OF  RESPONSE  &  PRAISE

1. Christ, the Lord is risen today, Alleluia!
Sons of men and angels say, Alleluia!
Raise your joys and triumphs high, Alleluia!
Sing, ye heavens, and earth, reply, Alleluia!
2. Vain the stone, the watch, the seal, Alleluia!
Christ hath burst the gates of hell, Alleluia!
Death in vain forbids His rise, Alleluia!
Christ hath opened paradise, Alleluia!
3. Lives again our glorious King, Alleluia!
Where, O death, is now thy sting? Alleluia!
Once He died our souls to save, Alleluia!
Where thy victory, O grave? Alleluia!

4. Soar we now where Christ hath led, Alleluia!
Following our exalted Head, Alleluia!
Made like Him, like Him we rise, Alleluia!
Ours the cross, the grave, the skies, Alleluia!
5. Hail, the Lord of earth and Heaven, Alleluia!
Praise to Thee both be given, Alleluia!
Thee we greet triumphant now, Alleluia!
Hail, the resurrection, thou, Alleluia!

CHRIST, THE LORD IS RISEN TODAY / C. WESLEY

JESUS’ NAME / R. DELMORE

PRAYER OF  ADORATION

We give you thanks, Father of Lights,
for every good and perfect gift is from you.
Though we turned away from you,
you sent us Jesus Christ, your Son,
who died but is risen and rules over all.
We praise you for his presence with us.
Because he lives, we live,
knowing that nothing past, present, 
or yet to come can separate us from your great love
made known in Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
Fill us with new joy so that we may walk
in your ways with steadfast love now and always. Amen.



SONGS OF  RESPONSE  &  PRAISE

CONFESS ION +  SONG OF  RESPONSE

All  Almighty God, in raising Jesus from the grave,
  you shattered the power of sin and death.
  We forget your love, and so we are too easily lured and enticed by lifeless idols.
  We believe we are wise, but are double-minded and reject your Word.
  Going our own way, we overlook the poor and the hungry and pass by those who mourn;
  we are deaf to the cries of the oppressed and indifferent to calls for peace;
  we despise the weak and abuse the earth you made.
  Forgive us, God of mercy. Every good and perfect gift comes from you,
  so help us now to receive your gift of forgiveness
  and the joy of life abundant given in Jesus Christ. Amen.

WORDS OF  COMFORT &  PEACE

Leader  The Lord is faithful in all his words and kind in all his works. The Lord upholds all who are falling and raises 
up all who are bowed down. In Christ, you have been lifted up! Believe and be at peace.  — from Ps. 145:13-14

Together Thanks be to God!
Leader            May the peace of the Lord be always with you.
All                  And also with you!

1. God sent His son, they called Him Jesus
He came to love, heal and forgive
He lived and died to buy my pardon
An empty grave is there to prove my savior lives

Chorus

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives
2. And then one day, I’ll cross the river
I’ll fight life’s final war with pain
And then, as death gives way to victory
I’ll see the lights of glory and I’ll know He reigns

Chorus

Because He lives, I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives
I can face tomorrow
Because He lives, all fear is gone
Because I know He holds the future
And life is worth the living, just because He lives

BECAUSE HE LIVES / B. & G. GAITHER

1. Come you weary heart now to Jesus
Come you anxious soul now and see
There is perfect love and comfort in your tears
Rest here in His wondrous peace
Chorus

Oh the Goodness, the Goodness of Jesus
Satisfied he is all that I need
May it be, come what may, that I rest all my days
In the Goodness of Jesus

2. Come find what this world cannot offer
Come and find your joy here complete
Taste the living water, never thirst again
Rest here in His wondrous peace
3. Come and find your hope now in Jesus
He is all he said he would be
Grace is overflowing from the Saviour’s heart
Rest here in His wondrous peace

OH THE GOODNESS / CITY ALIGHT

1. In Christ alone my hope is found
He is my light, my strength, my song
This Cornerstone, this solid ground
Firm through the fiercest drought and storm
What heights of love, what depths of peace
When fears are stilled, when strivings cease
My Comforter, my All in All
Here in the love of Christ I stand
2. In Christ alone, who took on flesh
Fullness of God in helpless Babe
This gift of love and righteousness
Scorned by the ones He came to save

‘Til on that cross as Jesus died
The wrath of God was satisfied
For every sin on Him was laid
Here in the death of Christ I live.
3. There in the ground His body lay
Light of the world by darkness slain
Then bursting forth in glorious Day
Up from the grave He rose again
And as He stands in victory
Sin’s curse has lost its grip on me
For I am His and He is mine
Bought with the precious blood of Christ

4. No guilt in life, no fear in death
This is the power of Christ in me
From a life’s first cry to final breath
Jesus commands my destiny
No power of hell, no scheme of man
Can ever pluck me from His hand
‘Til He returns or calls me home
Here in the power of Christ I stand

IN CHRIST ALONE / s. toWnend & k. getty



THE  M ORNING LESSON — JAMES  1 : 1 -18
1 James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ,
To the twelve tribes in the Dispersion: Greetings.
2 Count it all joy, my brothers, when you meet trials of various kinds, 3 for you know that the testing of your faith 
produces steadfastness. 4 And let steadfastness have its full effect, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in 
nothing.
5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously to all without reproach, and it will be given him.
6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for the one who doubts is like a wave of the sea that is driven and tossed by 
the wind. 7 For that person must not suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, 
unstable in all his ways.
9 Let the lowly brother boast in his exaltation, 10 and the rich in his humiliation, because like a flower of the grass he will 
pass away. 11 For the sun rises with its scorching heat and withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beauty perishes. So 
also will the rich man fade away in the midst of his pursuits.
12 Blessed is the man who remains steadfast under trial, for when he has stood the test he will receive the crown of life, 
which God has promised to those who love him. 13 Let no one say when he is tempted, “I am being tempted by God,” 
for God cannot be tempted with evil, and he himself tempts no one. 14 But each person is tempted when he is lured and 
enticed by his own desire. 15 Then desire when it has conceived gives birth to sin, and sin when it is fully grown brings 
forth death.
16 Do not be deceived, my beloved brothers. 17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from 
the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18 Of his own will he brought us forth by 
the word of truth, that we should be a kind of firstfruits of his creatures.

THE  SERMON — BRANNIN  P ITRE

seRmon seRIes: a gospel CenteRed CommunIty
Sermon Title: “A Suffering Community of Joy”

THE  OFFERING &  OFFERTORY

If you’re accustomed to giving during worship on Sunday mornings, please consider giving online and setting up a recurring 
or one-time gift through the Subsplash platform. (Subsplash has one of the lowest transaction fees and reduces our fees the 
more people give online.) To give online, visit https://gracepasadena.org/give. Questions? Email info@gracepasadena.org. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS

* Continue passing the peace to one another during announcements.
** Check our website for the latest updates and ways to invest in the life of our church and city.

PRAYERS  OF  THE  PEOPLE

Leader Risen Christ, you filled your disciples with boldness and fresh hope: strengthen us to proclaim your risen life in 
all we do and say with wisdom and winsomeness, to the glory of God the Father. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Gentle Savior, grant us humility to be subject to one another in Christian love in as we interact with other 

congregations of our city, and within our own congregation, and each of us in the households where we live 
day by day. Inspire us to share the good and perfect gifts you give to us. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Mighty King, by your great power, may you cause war and famine to cease through all the world. Bring your 

peace and provide for those who lack safety, food, work, or shelter. 
All  Lord, hear our prayer.
Leader Gracious Shepherd, reveal the light of your presence to the sick, the weak, and the dying. Comfort and 

strengthen them and those who care for them. Meet any frustration and hopelessness with your abundant love 
and comfort. In our suffering, may your kindness make us steadfast. For this, O Lord, we pray:

All  Lord, hear our prayer.

COMMUNION PRAYER

All  Gracious God, we thank you for feeding us and nourishing us with your grace. By your Spirit make us one  
  with Christ, that we may be one with all who profess your name, united in ministry in every place. Full of  
  your Spirit and truth, send us out to be the body of Christ in the world. Amen.



In need of prayer or help?
Please reach out to the pastors, staff and leaders of the church. We are here for you.

Email help@gracepasadena.org

GIV ING &  BUDGET

Leader Do not be deceived, beloved brothers and sisters: every good gift and every perfect gift is from above,   
  coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. May the   
  Holy Spirit give you eyes to see and hands to receive and share his perfect gift of love in Jesus Christ.
  Alleluia! Christ is risen!
All  He is risen, indeed! Alleluia! Amen!

BENEDICT ION &  SENDING

JAN-DEC ‘20 JAN-MAR ‘21 APRIL ‘211

OFFERINGS & CONTRIBUTIONS                                                  472,102 102,206 13,310
BUDGETED GIVING                                                                      468,00 108,000 36,000
DIFFERENCE                                                                                    +4,102 -5,794 -22,690

1as of 4/09/2021; figures exclude directed gifts from outside donors

CLOSING SONGS

1. Whatever my God ordains is right 
His holy will abides 
I will be still whatever he does 
And follow where he guides 
Chorus 
Sweet comfort, sweet comfort 
Yet shall fill my heart 
Sweet comfort, sweet comfort 
Sorrow shall depart 

2. Whatever my God ordains is right 
He makes my feet to stand 
Though sorrow, need, 
or death be mine 
He holds me in his hand 
3. This bitter cup, I take it 
My fainting heart restored 
So here I stand, unshaken 
I trust upon the Lord 

4. He is my God though dark my road 
He holds me, I shall not fall 
Whatever my God ordains as right 
To him I leave it all. 

******

EASTER

Phillip Reimers explain Easter this way: “The fullness of the Resurrection requires more than a day to unpack. The Easter 
season is a fifty-day celebration that ends on Pentecost Sunday (the Greek word pentekoste means “fiftieth”). The Easter 
season is a time to let the implications of the Resurrection sink in deeper, inviting us to realign our worldview and conform 
our living to the reality that we have been raised with Christ to new life. Easter is full of joy and the laughter of love— the 
grave is empty, love has won, Christ is risen! Give yourself over to the experience of that joy—take in the absolute wonder 
of God’s purposeful plan of salvation.” To lean into this season, please avail yourself to the Easter Season Prayer Guide, 
which is available on our website.

SWEET COMFORT  / s. mCCRaCken

1. Take my life and let it be
Consecrated, Lord, for Thee
Take my moments and my days
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
Let them flow in ceaseless praise
2. Take my hands and let them move
At the impulse of Thy love
Take my feet and let them be
Swift and beautiful for Thee
Swift and beautiful for Thee

3. Take my voice and let me sing
Always, only, for my King
Take my lips and let them be
Filled with messages from Thee
Filled with messages from Thee
4. Take my will and make it Thine
It shall be no longer mine
Take my heart, it is Thine own
It shall be Thy royal throne
It shall be Thy royal throne

5. Take my love, my Lord, I pour
At Thy feet its treasure store
Take myself and I will be
Ever, only, all for Thee
Ever, only, all for Thee

TAKE MY LIFE  / F. haveRgal


