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Mission, Values and Aims 

 

 

OUR MISSION  

(the purpose that Christ has given us in Matthew 28:18-20) 
 

To Honor God by Leading People  
to Become Devoted Followers and  

Ministers of Jesus Christ 
  

 

OUR DIRECTION 
(the places we are praying God will take us) 

 

Our prayer is to be part of a new wave of devoted followers and ministers of 
Jesus Christ who bless the world.  We are seeking to be a part of forty stories 
of bold faith and God at work by forty individuals forty and under over the 
next five years.  

 
 

OUR CHALLENGE 
(how we want to pursue our direction) 

 

Share Bethany through inviting guests. 
 

Share Your Table through hospitality. 
 

Share Your Life through mentoring. 
 

Share Your Blessings through generosity. 
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Agenda 
Bethany 2020-2021 Annual Meeting 

March 21, 2021 
 
 

Welcome & Prayer 
 

Looking Back & Looking Ahead 
• Outreach Focus – Pastor Scott 
• Children & Family Ministries – Joyce B. 
• Missions – Mike H. 
• Worship & Adult Ministries – Pastor Reid 

 
Financial Presentation 

 
Church Officers Presentation  

 
Vote on Budget & Election of Officers 

 
Invitation to RMD District Conference 

 
Celebration 

 
Ballot Results 

 
Doxology & Closing Prayer 
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ANNUAL REPORTS 
 

Elder Council 
Dear Bethany Congregation, 
 
Well, 2020 turned out to be a year that no one expected. And though it presented many 
challenges to the Bethany staff and leadership, and to many in our congregation, it also provided 
many opportunities for us to see God at work in many ways, increasing our trust and faith in Him. 
Bethany is blessed to have a staff that has worked tirelessly to respond to the many (and 
sometimes rapidly changing) requirements created by the COVID pandemic and its many 
unknowns. 
 
Pastor Scott has done a great job leading the staff and the elders through the many, and 
sometimes difficult decisions that had to be made this past year. Pastor Reid responded quickly, 
and without hesitation, to the additional responsibilities and challenges involved in providing a live 
stream every Sunday morning. Joyce, Meredith, and Amber all invested a lot of time and energy 
making sure the various ministries at Bethany could continue as much as allowed. 
 
It has been a privilege to serve with my fellow elders (Zack Barton, Gary Bateman, Brian Lee, Keith 
Mathers, Billy McGowan, Dave Schroeder, Reid Gordon, and Scott Ritterbush) over this past year. I 
appreciate the heart each of them has to serve God and everyone at Bethany. They are a group of 
humble men who seek God and desire to see Bethany be the church God wants it to be. A special 
thanks to Dave and Billy who have finished their terms this year. I’ve appreciated their dedication 
to Bethany’s mission. We are looking forward to seeing what God has in store this coming year as 
we strive to develop deep faith and share deep Christian community. 
 
God Bless, 
Jim Bever 
 
 

Senior Pastor 
“I will be glad and rejoice in your love” - Psalm 31:7. Mae wrote that verse recently on a board in 
our kitchen. It’s a fun verse for our family; the word translated “rejoice” is used elsewhere in the 
New Testament of the way a father feels when he learns his son has been born. Those who follow 
Jesus can have the happiness and excitement of a proud father or mother from knowing they are 
loved by God.  
 
When writing about the past year, it seems to be an unwritten rule you have to talk about how 
unprecedented or hard the year was. We already know that. We were there. Also over the past 
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year, God has not stopped being God. He has opened hearts to pay attention to the Gospel. He has 
healed souls — sick with sin— by the wounds of Christ. He has poured his love abroad into our 
hearts through the Holy Spirit so we might be glad and rejoice in His love. He has provided light 
unto our feet and a lamp unto our path so we can walk in the way of love. 
 
Friends, you have walked in that way. When it would have been easy to circle the wagons, many of 
you responded with increased generosity. When it would have been easy to fall into anger or fear 
or despair, brothers and sisters remained slow to anger, slow to speak, and quick to listen. Most 
importantly, in a time when divisions are sprouting up like corn in a Nebraska summer, you chose 
to stay united in community. We’ve gone through a storm. There are some shingles blown off our 
roof and some branches are down. But we’ve weathered the storm. We can still be glad and 
rejoice in God’s love. As we do, God will continue to set before us a path of love in Christ. Here’s to 
walking it with you in 2021! 
 
God Bless Bethany, Love You, 
Scott R 
 

 
Worship Pastor 
Hey church family, what a year it has been! I want to start off by saying thank you to all of you for 
your continued encouragement of and participation in the life of our church. I am so blessed that 
each Sunday I get to see you worshiping Jesus together in the midst of what have been, for many, 
very challenging times. 
 
I would like to thank all of our worship and tech volunteers for their continued dedication to 
helping us engage with God each Sunday. I especially want to thank Mike and Bridget Carbiener 
taking on additional responsibilities with the staffing transition that took place this year. I also 
want to thank our new tech volunteers: Andrew Robinson, Carol Mathers, Dan Kennicutt, Amy 
Gordon, and Nathan Bujarski. We would not have been able to continue to do all that we do 
without their willingness to sacrifice their time and take on some challenging roles. 
 
My prayer for this coming year is that we would be a people who discern the presence of the Holy 
Spirit in our midst. My hope is that as we practice the presence of God together, those we invite 
into Bethany this year would speak the words of 1 Corinthians 14:25, and “declare that God is truly 
among [us].”  
 
Grace + Peace 
Reid 
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Student Ministries 
Wow, what a year. With COVID we moved all youth related events to online. Sunday School for the 
Youth continued online for several months and for Youth Group we played several games online. 
Even doing a scavenger hunt on Zoom. We definitely learned that kitchens need to be off limits for 
scavenger items. 
 
Zoom can be great but after a while, as I am sure most of you know, it can become very difficult 
for participation since it is used so much for this age group. It was great to be able to start in-
person meetings 1x a month and get back to learning more about God and building memories for 
the Youth. We look forward to a year where we are able to get back to normal schedules and 
building relationships with God and each other.  
 
Katrina Moore 
 
 

Children and Family Ministries 
March 2020 – February 2021  
 
Children and Family Ministries regularly provides age specific Sunday school classes on Sunday 
mornings, AWANA on Wednesday evenings, and special events and community service projects. 
The children are thriving and growing under excellent teachers using the Gospel Project and 
Gospel Light curriculum. On a typical Sunday morning at 10:45, we serve 10 children in the nursery 
and preschool rooms and 13 elementary aged children. Through committed and faithful 
volunteers, these children are learning biblical foundations that will last a lifetime. Our Wednesday 
evening Awana Program has grown significantly again over this past year. We currently serve over 
70 middle school, elementary and preschool children. AWANA is a nationally recognized 
evangelism and discipleship program led by volunteers including: Ethel McGowan, Robert and 
Susan Bujarski, Ann White, Cheryl Sher, Julianne and Erica Vicari, Marlene Fallt, Amy and Scott 
Pyne, and Melissa Carr. 
 
Community Outreach, Special Events, and Community Service in a time of COVID  
While operating within health and safety guidelines, we continue to work hard at reaching those 
within our Bethany community and beyond. In April, we prepared Easter activity bags and hosted 
an outdoor drive by for families. To honor mothers in May and in partnership with Women’s 
Ministry, we hosted another activity bag pick up and delivered flowers and bags to those families 
who couldn’t drive by. In June, our VBS program, Rocky Railway, served 90 children. VBS is our 
largest outreach effort and requires many volunteers for a robust and comprehensive experience. 
Trunk-Or-Treat drew 100 families from Bethany, Busy Bee Preschool, Calvary, and the local 
community for trick-or-treating and games in a safe place.  In the fall we carried out a new effort 
to reach kids at home with our Family Engagement bags. These bags included a biblical lesson, 
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activity and all needed supplies.Three rounds of bags containing 3 lessons were provided to our 
Bethany families. Throughout the year, Sunday school lessons for both preschool and elementary 
aged children have also been shared with families via our Online Learning Site. Content includes 
Bible story lessons and associated activity pages, music and Bible story videos, and discussion 
questions. 
 
Community service events for our families included the collection of Samaritan’s Purse, Operation 
Christmas Child boxes and gathering donations for Open Door Ministries and the Denver Rescue 
Mission.  
 
The opportunities for serving one another in love as our Lord Jesus has taught us, continue to 
grow. It is a real joy and privilege to serve the Bethany community and we look forward to the 
many new opportunities the upcoming year will provide. 
 
Director - Joyce Bertram  Coordinator - Meredith Haun  
 
 

Bethany Facilities  
Taking on the role of Facilities Coordinator back in September proved to be quite a learning curve, 
but my past experience in management has proven helpful. The biggest changes and updates since 
last report have been the carpet installation in the Tree House, HVAC install for the church offices, 
roof repair over the preschool class rooms, installing a new exhaust fan in the gym, fixing error 
codes in our alarm system panel, updating our printer/copy machine contract (saving thousands of 
dollars annually), hiring a handyman and a huge surprise from Hector Reyes with Vida Nueva 
blessing us with donated hours of painting, repairs and updates from his company, Elion 
Renovations LLC. 
 
I am incredibly grateful for the help and guidance of many individuals over these last six months, 
(especially considering how “gross” or demanding some of the tasks have been) including Mike 
Harrison, Darrel Johnson, Ben Dreesen, Arik White, Joyce Bertram, Meredith Haun, Becky 
Anderson, Billy McGowan, Dylan Hubbard, Reid Gordon and Scott Ritterbush. 
 
I continue to be amazed at the servanthood here at Bethany. You are all truly amazing to work for 
and alongside. Thanks for rolling with the punches, new procedures and putting up with me. J  
 
Because of His grace, 
Amber Wiley 
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Director of Busy Bee Preschool 
As a ministry outreach of Bethany, Busy Bee has the awesome privilege, as a ministry outreach of 

Bethany, of sharing the truth of God’s word and His love with over 120 young 
children and their families each week.   
 
He is faithful! As we look back on 2020, we are reminded of all that God has 
done! Due to COVID we closed March 13th and by the end of March we had 

started 10 remote classrooms. We reopened in person for Field Days and graduation on June 
1st.  By God’s grace, we were able to stay open through the remainder of the year, with lower 
enrollment in every classroom except Kindergarten – which was FULL! 

We are Bethany’s Local Ministry Partner: Despite COVID, we served over 100 children from the 
surrounding community in Bethany’s summer Vacation Bible School program. Busy Bee strives to 
build good communication and connections between Bethany and Busy Bee families with staff 
members volunteering in the nursery and early childhood program on Sunday and with the Easter 
Egg Hunt, Trunk and Treat, Parent’s Night Out, Pizza with the Pastors, Denver Rescue Mission diaper 
drive; Open Door’s hat and coat collection; Sweet Dreams, and more. At Christmas, 
Busy Bee and the church reached out to provide care to several preschool families 
in serious financial need. We’ve partnered with parents with LIFT and Parent 
Education seminars, connecting Busy Bee moms and the women of Bethany to 
sharpen parenting skills, marriages and communication.  

Busy Bee is recognized for excellence as a Level 5 Preschool! Based on the 
quality of our Learning Environment, the Adult to Child Ratios, our Family Partnerships and Staff 
Education and Training, we were awarded 5 stars by Colorado Shines, a division of the Colorado 
Dept. of Education. We are in the midst of re-accreditation by the Association of Christian Schools 
International (ACSI), an organization that advances excellence in Christian schools.   

Grants help support Busy Bee! We received an $18,000 grant from the Temple Hoyne Buell 
Foundation for tuition assistance to 17 low-income families. With two additional $5,000 grants 
from The Temple Hoyne Buell Foundation, we were able to hire extra staff and purchase additional 
cleaning materials to limit exposure to COVID. The preschool received $1,000 in support from the 
Colorado Department of Education for training, access and technical assistance in the use of 
TSGold, a nationally recognized individual observational assessment tool. Busy Bee was honored to 
receive a $2,000 Healthy Child Care Colorado grant to provide access to drinking water on the 
playground and in the gym. Finally, in February CDHS gave us $15,000 for increased operational 
expenses during this period of low enrollment and higher personnel costs. 

122 
Students 

125 boxes 
for Operation 
Christmas Child 
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Busy Bee Preschool serves as a practicum site for Metropolitan University and Arapahoe 
Community College (ACC) to assist in the training and instruction of ten or more early childhood 
education teachers.  Busy Bee is also a site for the “Young Athletes” program, an innovative and 
inclusive sports play program for children with and without disabilities, ages 2.5 to 8 years.  This is 
a preschool partnership with Special Olympics of Colorado. This fall we were also honored to 
partner with the Center for Inclusive Design and Engineering at the University of Colorado, to 
better serve children in our preschool and kindergarten with special needs. 

• The very best gift is our godly, talented and invested staff.  
We’ve appreciated the voluntary contributions of church members as well as 
the partnership of the church staff with Busy Bee. This past year our preschool 
staff included: Carolyn Bateman, Meg Benedik, Tabitha Busby, Kerith Cain, 

Marlene Fallt, Meredith Haun, Rachel Hubbard, Terri Kasen, Kay Mack, Ethel McGowan, Jennifer 
Perry, Paula Petty, Jessica Phelps, Amy Pyne, Heather Churchman, Trish Perkins and Erin Wright.  
We are very grateful for the prayerful commitment of Ron Dice, Scott Ritterbush, Ethel 
McGowan, Alyssa Cicero, Erin Wright and Gary Bateman who comprise the Preschool 
Governance Team. It is an honor to work with students and staff in our mission to provide a 
quality education; to boldly share the love of Jesus and the truth of God’s word; and partner 
with parents as we prepare students for the future. Busy Bee Preschool is a place where 
Bethany’s core values are modeled - an open Bible, a bended knee, hospitality, a global 
perspective, and a desire to lead others to become devoted followers of our Lord Jesus Christ.   

Joyce Bertram 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

18 
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Pastor of Iglesia Vida Nueva Para 
Denver  
Praise to God, we continue to grow! Our church is in a crucial, historic moment. Even though the most 
important is Spiritual growth, numerical/transfer growth is also welcome. We have regular services of 120 
persons on Sundays, however we should be around 300 by now. I believe a part of our growth has come 
from different sources:  
1. Strengthening and consolidating our existing ministries. Our Ministry Coordinators have a huge roll, 
their level of commitment and their passion to serve both The Lord and the congregation is very significant. 
2. Media ministry. Our Media team lead by The Reyes brothers has been such a blessing to us, God is using 
this tool in a beautiful way, to make our church be known through social media networks, Facebook, 
Instagram and website. We have a YouTube channel, with 33,000 subscribers! People from Latin American 
countries watch us through FB and YouTube. 
3. Children’s' Ministry. Brenda Rodriguez is the Children’s Ministry coordinator. We have many kids in the 
church! Isn’t this amazing?! The quality of the teachers and volunteers, the biblical education imparted to 
children as well as the materials used are making this ministry a very blessed one. 
4. Junior Youth Ministry. Norma and Homer Barraza are the Youth pastors. Our youth group is currently 
comprised of about 30 people ages 13-17. They meet every Friday night and their teachers meet with them 
Sunday mornings, having close communication/relationship with their parents, working together in areas 
such as formation of habits and development of positive attitudes in their family and school environments. 
We also have formed a Music Band with this group, with Luis Rodriguez as the leader. Our own Homer Jr 
plays drums for Bethany too! The youth are greatly benefited from their music rehearsals and practices.  
5. Prayer Ministry. My wife Sandra together with other sisters and brothers lead this ministry with a focus 
of prayer and intercession for the church, the leadership of both churches, government, and special needs 
within the church. We want to truly depend on God and receive his direction through seeking Him in 
continued prayer. One of our main reasons to pray is Bethany, our church, to thank God for you all and to 
ask that His hand be upon every plan and decision you make.  
6. Guest Care and general assistance, led by Jonatan and Vicky Rojas. This ministry has been a great 
contribution to our growth. Along with their team, they strive to make people feel welcome. They 
coordinate all the health protocol of sanitizing, taking temperatures, etc. 
7. Life Groups in Aurora, Longmont and Denver. One of the most significant steps we took as a church in 
regards to spiritual growth is the Life Groups. We used to meet in homes, but this stopped in March 2020. 
Our Aurora life group meets every Monday at Fellowship Community Church EFCA in Parker. The other four 
groups meet through Zoom every week.  
8. Discipleship. Sunday ABF continues from 10:45a to noon. On Saturdays we are starting a Systematic 
Theology course, 2-hours of deep study for several months. 
9. Men’s and Women’s Ministry. Currently we have activities every other week. Men’s ministry is formed 
of around 25 men, women’s ministry is about 35 ladies! 
10. Bethany. Through our incorporation to the EFCA back in 2013 and the strengthening of our bonds of 
fellowship, our desire and hope is to participate in more joint undertakings together: integrated services, 
men’s ministry activities, youth ministry, etc. Thank you, Bethany for having your arms and your hearts 
open to us. Thank you for the respect and love you have shown me and for your acts of kindness and 
affection towards the members of our church. 
 
Pastor Francisco Mendez 
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MINISTRY TEAMS 
 

Finance and Facilities Ministry Team 
The Finance and Facilities Ministry Team operates under the direction of and appointment by the Elder 
Council. It is charged with overseeing finances, facility maintenance and care of the church.  
 
Celebration of God’s Provision and Guidance 

• Faithful giving by over 90 units to sustain Bethany’s ministry both locally and on the mission 
field. The General Fund reserve is projected to carry over ~$70,000 into next year. 

• Praise to the Lord for the outpouring of generosity in the Thanksgiving Offering in the amount 
of over $16,000! The mission portion was used to underwrite a missionary couple’s pressing 
financial need and to help Restoration Outreach Programs reach their goal of paying off their 
mortgage. The “in-house” portion was used to upgrade equipment in the media area and 
address some “facelift” areas in the facility.  

• A decision was made to apply for the Payroll Protection Program loan under the CARES Act 
2020. This resulted in the church receiving $102,285. Based on payroll figures, $58,410 was 
distributed to Busy Bee Preschool and $43,875 was allocated to the church. Under guidelines 
enacted by Congress, the entire loan amount has been waived and will not need to be repaid.  

• Responding to COVID-related needs, $6,000+ was disbursed from the Benevolent Fund.  
• Continuing to trust the Lord on the completion of the sale to Land Rover of a small portion of 

Bethany’s property. There have been delays caused by the City of Centennial, but Land Rover is 
confident the issues can be resolved. When completed, it will give Bethany the flexibility to 
pursue expanded ministry opportunities.  

• Thanks to God for the provision of a bookkeeper replacement. Nancy Johnson has served 
faithfully in this role for several years and has chosen to retire. Amy Gordon was selected 
as her replacement.  

 
Challenge Before Us 
Each year we face challenges in our walk with the Lord. Some are known and some unknown. An 
obvious challenge before the congregation now is the funding and execution of the proposed $509,300 
budget for next year. It was built using this year’s actuals rather than anticipating significant growth. 
We are projecting a $70,000 carryover from this year, which is $1,700 more than from where we 
started this year.  
 
The Lord has given each of us a measure of resources to manage and provide stewardship of. A book 
that I was recently given addresses how to be a good steward of not only finances but also of every 
part of one’s life. The book is Beyond Blessed by Robert Morris. If anyone is interested in receiving a 
complimentary copy of this book, please contact me at radice41@msn.com.  

  
Ron Dice 
Team Leader 
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Missions Leadership Team 
What a joy it is to be “On Mission” with our Lord Jesus Christ. We are privileged to be called by God to be a 
vital part of his Kingdom Plan for the nations. We see Bethany’s emphasis on Missions as being a key 
component of our mission To Honor God by Leading People to Become Devoted Followers and Ministers of 
Jesus Christ.  
 
A Covid-19 Impacted Ministry Year 
It would be a great understatement to say that the Coronavirus Pandemic significantly impacted the 
Missions Ministry of Bethany this year. On the downside, several changes needed to be made. We were 
not able to field any short-term missions trips this year. Our monthly Saturday morning breakfast ministry 
to the homeless in conjunction with Open Door Ministries was on hold for several months and then 
converted to having us provide “sack-breakfasts” outdoors rather than a “hot-breakfast” cooked and 
served indoors. We did not gather people for any prayer walks with our local Mission Partners. We were 
greatly limited in the number of missionary visits and receptions we were able to host and the Missions 
Kiosk was not active since we have not been congregating people in the lobby area. On the upside, God’s 
Kingdom continues to flourish around the world. All of our Mission Partners, both locally and 
internationally, had to make major ministry adjustments this year. Many were “locked down” and unable to 
travel, but creativity blossomed and new ministry paradigms and strategies were established. Many of 
these initiatives will continue to be used after the pandemic ends and things return to “normal”. Several of 
our Missions Partners, like the John Foundation in India, played critical roles in ministering to their 
communities during desperate times of great need. Similarly, Dr. Warren Cooper, our Bethany missionary 
serving as a surgeon at Nyankunde Hospital in the Democratic Republic of Congo, received the 2020 
Physician of the Year Award by MedicalMissions.org. Our Bethany Missions Leadership Team (MLT) was 
able to connect with some of our missionaries via Zoom and the Guderians were able to present in person 
with the Kingdom Builders ABF when the group resumed meeting Sunday mornings. In late August, we 
hosted Bethany missionaries Keith and Molly Dunn as they led a 2-day evangelism training seminar, 
“Multiplying Kingdom Communities”, for leaders from three of their supporting churches. Keith also 
brought the morning message at Bethany that weekend.   
 
Bethany Missionaries On The Move  
This past year also brought some changes for some of our missionary families. Mark and Martha 
Hendrickson with the EFCA Reach Global Mission and ProMeta in Costa Rica have retired after 36 years of 
faithful service in Venezuela and Latin America. Bethany has been privileged to have partnered with them 
for 34 of those years and to have been an active participant in bringing theological training to much of the 
Spanish speaking world. Mark and Kerry Kellond have transitioned from their ministry with Remember Nhu 
in Cambodia to a new ministry with K.I.D.S. in Uganda (Kids In Desperate Situations) and relocated to 
Uganda in late 2020. We were able to commission Mark and Kerry to this new ministry when they visited 
Bethany in July. We were also privileged to commission Dale Platt into a new ministry role as a Pastoral 
Apprentice with Open Door Fellowship Church in Denver, ministering to the homeless population in the city. 
Bruce and Marla Vlieger have relocated from Denver to Fort Morgan, Colorado. Bruce is continuing his Ezra 
ministry to Urban Street Youth with that ministry shifting from Open Door Ministries to Global Services 
Associates. Marla will continue her ministry as Director of Education with Restoration Outreach Programs in 
Aurora until July of 2021 when she plans to step down from those responsibilities. Eric and Fabiana Flaa 
wrapped up their home assignment with us in February of 2020 and returned to Brazil on their way to 
Rwanda. This was just when Covid-19 hit and they ended up being stuck in Brazil and unable to enter 
Rwanda for seven months. They finally made it to Rwanda on September 6th and have settled into a house 
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in Nyamirambo, a Muslim neighborhood where they can build local relationships as well as bring leadership 
to New Creations Ministries where Eric serves as the Director. And finally, Brad and Toni Guderian continue 
to minister with Wycliffe Bible Translators but have changed to “remote assignment status” relocating from 
Papua New Guinea to Colorado due to Toni’s cancer treatments. A portion of Bethany’s Thanksgiving 
Offering was used to help bridge the financial gap that was created due to their relocation.    
 
How You Can Be Involved 
We know and are thrilled that many Bethany members already support our missionaries through personal 
contact and encouragement, prayer, and financial support. We desire for all of us as members of the 
Bethany family to enhance our engagement in missions during the coming year. What a joy it would be to 
have every Bethany person get to know at least one of our missionaries and their ministry well and take 
part in supporting them through both prayer and financial giving. To help facilitate this, we plan to have a 
quarterly Missions focus shining a spotlight on what the Lord is doing in various areas of the world. This will 
hopefully encourage more of us to increase our support of what God is doing through Bethany among the 
nations as well as in the Denver area. Please get in touch with any of the MLT members to explore avenues 
for greater involvement.  
 
Again, we want to express our special thanks to each of you for faithfully supporting Bethany overall 
financially, as well as supporting our Bethany missionaries and the strong missions legacy and ongoing 
emphasis of our church. We appreciate you.  
 
Mike Harrison and Neil Thompson -- Co-Chairs, Missions Leadership Team 
(Other MLT members include Wannee Thompson, Katrina and Todd Moore, Jim and Linda Bever, Elin 
Robinson, and Mike Andersen.) 

 
 
Men’s Ministries 
Shoulder2Shoulder -- “Ministering to and through the men of Bethany” 
 
This year has seen many changes to our typical efforts to minister in a number of ways. Most of 
our activities have been temporarily tabled with the one exception of the Saturday Men’s Life 
Group. 
That time has been very significant as we studied the Gospel of John, The Case for Christ and now 
as we study in Romans. The joy of being together in person in a culture of isolation was greatly 
magnified. 
 
Friendship, fellowship, a deepened spiritual walk, and in spite of lock downs, a focus on praying for 
and reaching our unsaved friends has been the hallmark of this season. We look forward to 
regenerating a number of our regular opportunities.  
 
In His Service, 
Gary Bateman and Billy McGowan 
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Adult Ministry 
Sometimes you find a recipe, follow it to a T, and a wonderful meal comes out. Other times you’re 
low on groceries and grab what you can find from the cabinet and fridge to make something that 
will serve as a meal.  
 
We’ve embraced the second approach this year at Bethany. What we planned in February wasn’t 
realistic by August. We ditched the recipe, and we’ve ended up with something serving the church 
well. We have places for young adults to land, where families can find community, where those in 
retirement years can come together to search the Scriptures. We have people gathering on 
weekends and weekdays, in person and via Zoom. Whoever God might bring, there’s a place of 
community for them at Bethany. 
 
If you’ve found such a place, take some time to thank those leading your group or class or 
gathering. “Dear brothers and sisters, honor those who are your leaders in the Lord’s work. They 
work hard among you and give you spiritual guidance” (1 Thess 5:12). May we “outdo one another 
in showing honor” (Rom 12:10) to those who labor to teach us and give us spiritual guidance. 
 
Scott R 
 

 
Senior Singles 
This ministry is focused on supporting, encouraging and embracing those who find themselves 
single, and often alone, at this stage of life. There are usually between 10-12 who gather monthly. 
Most come from Bethany but several are from other churches. While the majority of the people 
are in their 70s and 80s, some younger folks are involved and contribute wonderfully to the 
fellowship. The group gets together once a month on the 2nd Sunday for lunch, primarily to 
socialize, talk, and pray for one another.  
 
2020 to the present has presented challenges to us as we have tried to protect our people 
according to state guidelines. We did get together outside for a picnic at a private home. We also 
got together for a Thanksgiving gathering at the same home with Thanksgiving dinner and the 
trimmings delivered from a local restaurant. These were special times together and we are praying 
that this year will see us able to meet more freely as state restrictions on gatherings become less. 
 
Respectfully submitted,  
Sharane Brockmeyer 
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Disability Ministry Team 
The Disability Ministry continues to have a significant impact in the lives of its members. The 
friendships developed within the group are so very important to each person who attends. We 
enjoy several regular activities throughout the year, meeting twice a month on Wednesday 
afternoon for Bible study and a video enhanced discussion. We also plan special dinners together 
around Thanksgiving, Christmas and Easter and enjoy celebrating birthdays throughout the year. 
For our service project, we join with Busy Bee Preschool and participate in “Operation Christmas 
Child” with Samaritan’s Purse, providing shoeboxes to needy children around the world.  
 
Joyce Bertram and Judy Schoonover continue to play significant roles in the overall Disability 
Ministry. They coordinate involvement with the Special Olympics and host a monthly "Two to Five 
Group" social gathering held at Bethany for an area-wide disability group. The regular members of 
our Bethany group this past year include John and Judy Schoonover, Mary Wise, Jim Barnes, Eric 
Pence, Roger and Ann Coffin, Michele Manning, Shannon Broussard, Beverly Spies, Joyce Bertram, 
and Mike Harrison.  
 
This year, the Coronavirus Pandemic has dramatically impacted our ability to meet together and 
enjoy some of our traditional activities. We have taken extra precautions throughout the year due 
to many of our members being at high risk and among the most vulnerable. We look forward to 
returning to a more normal schedule in the coming year. Thank you, Bethany, for supporting our 
Disability Ministry and caring for our members. 

 
Mike Harrison – Disability Ministry Leader 
 
 

Audit Report 
We have audited the church records for the fiscal year ended February 28, 2021.  We found 
them to be in good order. 
  
Thank you to Nancy Johnson for her 10 years of faithful service as bookkeeper. Thank you to 
Amy Gordon who recently took on the bookkeeper job, to Becky Harrison, Church Treasurer, 
and the members of the Finance and Facilities Ministry Team for their oversight of the church’s 
finances. 
 
Sincerely,  
Carol Mathers, Jill Hoilman 
February 20, 2021 
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FINANCIAL REPORTS 
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Financial Summary 
3/1/19 – 2/29/20 

 
General Fund with Missions 

 
  Cash Reserve 3/1/19        $99,199 
  Income           472,425 
  Expenses           503,239 
  Ending Cash Reserve 2/29/20       $68,385 
   
 

General Fund Subset 
 

Income        $398,539    
  Expense          412,769 
  Deficit for the year        $14,230 
 

 
Missions Subset 

 
  Income           73,886    
  Expense           90,470 
  Deficit for the year       $16,584 
 
 
 

Building/Contingency Fund 
 

  Balance 3/1/19        $65,218 
  Income             8,892  
  Expense            15,540  
  Balance 2/29/20       $58,570    
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Church Officers — One year terms 

Church Chairman: Jim Bever (also serves as Elder) 

Church Secretary: Dan Kennicutt* 

Church Treasurer: Becky Harrison* 

Financial Secretary:  

_____ I affirm the above slate of Church Officers 

_____ I do not affirm the above slate of Church Officers 

 

 

Elder — Three year term 

David Schroeder* for second term  

_____ I affirm the above slate for Elder 

_____ I do not affirm the above slate for Elder 

 

 

Nominating Team — Two year terms 

Jane Williams 

Becky Lee 

Melissa Carr (one year term to fill a vacancy)  

_____ I affirm the above slate of Nominating Team Members 

_____ I do not affirm the above slate of Nominating Team Members 

* denotes incumbent  

Election of Bethany Officers, Elders and Nominating Team 
SAMPLE BALLOT 

 


