
Wednesday January 20, Day 17 Prayer Intention: 

Praying for a greater measure of purpose and focus in this last week 

praying together. That we would finish these 21 days well, and also see our 

God move in mighty ways for 2021. 

 

Scripture: 

Therefore, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us 

also lay aside every weight, and sin that so easily entangles us, and let 

us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 

Hebrews 12:1 

 

Things we are praying for together: 

 (you can pray for all of these or choose a few) 

 

● For a greater measure of endurance and strength to finish these 

21 days of prayer well 

● Holy Spirit help us as a church and school to understand our 

weight and sin that could slow us down or even stop us 

● For greater wisdom and understanding in how to pray effectively in 

this season 

● For a greater measure of wisdom for the Church Council and Pastor 

Gilbert 

 

Reflection: 

For many years I cleaned houses and was very familiar with the vacuum. All 

too often I seemed to deal with the vacuum cord. If I wasn't paying 

attention, that cord would always get tangled up. I would stop what I was 

doing and untangle it, and the more tired I was, the harder it was to focus 



on the cord. It became a daily vicious cycle for me. But every time it tangled 

up, I would bend down and start focusing on untangling things and the 

Holy Spirit would remind me of that Scripture “laying aside every weight 

and sin that so easily entangles us”. The moment I did not want to deal with 

that cord is the moment that Scripture came to mind, and my whole 

mindset changed in that moment.  

 

Being entangled in something isn't necessarily a sin; that’s why Paul says 

weight AND sin. So the only effect a weight can have is to slow us down. We 

are called to run with endurance:  Don't you realize that in a race everyone 

runs, but only one person gets the prize? So run to win! (1 Cor 9:24). Are 

we really running fully unencumbered by this life?  

 

What if those who have brought you to Christ and have passed on, like a 

grandparent, or sibling are part of the cloud of witnesses that Paul was 

talking about? When I imagine millions of people cheering me on 

personally, that becomes a game changer for me. I start running with 

purpose and endurance, for not only those who have impacted my life and 

have gone, but for all those here on this earth also. If our loved ones are 

cheering us on, then let us run to win and not forget why we run. We run 

for those who have run before us to carry this torch of Jesus’ life and 

example. We run with the families who have chosen Christ, and those who 

have chosen forgiveness and redemption. We run to advance, and we run to 

win! 

  

Prayer: 

Father, let us not forget that we are surrounded by a great cloud of 

witnesses, cheerleaders, and champions for Christ on earth and heaven. 

Holy Spirit remind us why we run, and let us run with endurance this race 

of life You have set before us. Show us the weights that slow us down and 

the sins that so easily entangle us, because we know You already see the 

beginning and end of this race. We know You win and have already won. 

Let us have that same confidence, stamina, and even resilience for the race 

of life ahead of us. Let us run to win in Jesus’ Name! 

 


