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This past week in the DR is called “Semana Santa” (Holy Week).  It is the most observed time for the 
Catholic Church.  There were special services every night, parades with palm branches passing in the 
streets, and the closing of businesses to remember the death of Christ.  They normally will meet at church 
beginning at 8:00 in the evening on Saturday and wait for the clock to strike 12:01 on Easter Sunday and 
begin singing and celebrating the resurrection.  It is quite a week of remembrance and celebration.  
However, it is sad that they don’t know the risen Savior as we do and that they have full access to Him.  
Many of them don’t understand anything of the Savior except for the traditions that are held and the rules 
that they are taught to follow in order to be a “good Catholic.”   

 
At Iglesia Bautista Evangelica en Ramon Santana, we do know, understand, and teach 
the Truth of Who God is and how He wants from us….not a religion of relics and rules 
– but, a relationship that changes our lives and gives us full access to His power!	 
 
On Easter Sunday, we had 85 in attendance!  The 
church in the Filipino neighborhood was invited to 
join with us.  We started the morning with baptism.  
Our baptistery is on the outside of the church.  We are 

baptized to show the world our decision to follow Christ – so, what 
better place to have a baptistery than outside!  The neighbors can see 
and hear as Pastor Mota explains why we are baptized.  Baptism was 
followed by worship in song and drama.  The message was on receiving 
the Power of our Lord – the same power that He used to raise from the 
dead.  We concluded the service with Communion.  It was a very special 
day. 
 
Pastor Mota and Mari have been working each week to visit with the community in Ramon Santana 
seeking the needs of the people and genuinely loving them to attend the church and learn about Jesus.  
They are hosting Bible studies during the week and a youth activity on the weekends.  They are dedicated 
and faithful servants that have a passion for lost souls and those who are hurting.  We know that they 
would appreciate your prayers for strength, good health, and wisdom.  We would ask that you continue to 
pray for us as we work to encourage and support Pastor Mota and Mari. 


