
DAILY DEVOTIONS
from the LMBC pastoral staff



Dear Friends,

We begin this New Year with a challenge that we as a church will 
be a people of prayer in 2022. If we are to make an eternal impact 
on our world and our local community with the Gospel, we must 
become a people that seeks the Lord daily.

In this booklet, we have placed thirty-one devotions centered 
on prayer for the month of January written by the different 
members of our pastoral staff as a means of encouraging prayer 
in your lives. I’m asking you to use these thoughts as a jumping 
off point to spend time with God, talking to Him. Each devotion 
emphasizes a different aspect of our spiritual lives that can be a 
beginning place for your journey with God in prayer. From there 
you can go in as many different directions with your intercession 
and petitions as God might lead you. 

Our hope is to help you build a consistency in meeting with God 
that will go with you the rest of the year. Bible reading and prayer 
are spiritual disciplines that must become ingrained patterns and 
practices in all of our lives. 

It is certain that Satan does not want you to pray because a 
prayerless Christian is a powerless Christian. I truly believe that 
once you build the pattern of praying into your daily routine that 
you will soon be longing for these times to be alone with God. He 
is your Heavenly Father and He wants to fellowship with you (cf. 
James 4:8).

Join me in praying this year that God will do a great work in 
our church and through our church! If each member of LMBC 
becomes a praying Christian in this New Year, we will see 
“mountains moved” in 2022!

David Lemming
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Let Me See Your Glory
“Moses said ‘Please show me Your glory’” (Exodus 33:18 ESV)

As I think about Moses’s request to see God’s glory, I am 
reminded of the many encounters Moses had with God Himself.  
God called to Moses through a burning bush and had an 
awesome conversation with God. Moses was standing on holy 
ground, yet he hid his face because he was afraid to look at God. 
God used Moses to lead the Israelites out of bondage.  Through 
Moses, the plagues were brought upon the Egyptians but the 
Israelites were delivered. The Israelites escaped Egypt through 
the Red Sea, while the Egyptians who followed them were 
drowned.  God provided the Israelites with water from a rock, 
and manna and quail.  Moses ascends Mount Sinai to receive the 
Ten Commandments, only to find that after coming back down, 
the people were worshipping a golden calf.  After breaking the 
Ten Commandments, Moses had to go back up the mountain 
to receive them again. During all of these events, Moses had 
developed such closeness with God that he was very open about 
his feelings concerning his favor with God.  God answered Moses 
and told him that he would do the very thing that Moses asked, 
because he had found favor with God. Then Moses said, “Please, 
let me see your glory.” God allowed Moses to see His back, 
because no man can look upon the face of God and live.
I experienced the call of the Lord many years ago and, like 
Moses, I have encountered many blessings during my walk with 
Him. The older I get the more I desire to “see God’s glory.”  One 
day, I will see my Savior face to face and I will see Him in all of 
His glory. I have found forgiveness through Christ and I know His 
favor by means of His son. Thank you, Lord, for your great and 
wonderful promises to me.

Bill Blankenship

In Secret
“Before daybreak the next morning, Jesus got up and went out to an 
isolated place to pray.” (Mark 1:35 NLT)

We all love to spend quiet, private time with the people we 
love the most in this world. To just be away from the crowd and 
to be alone with friends and family almost always brings the 
refreshment of joy, peace and contentment to our lives. Jesus 
had that same interest when He “went out to an isolated place 
to pray.” It was His “alone time” with the Heavenly Father! So 
important was this “alone time” that He went out while most 
others were still getting acclimated to the new day. If Jesus knew 
it was important to spend time alone with God in prayer, how 
much more important is it for us to give ourselves to seasons and 
times of prayer. The old, familiar hymn says, “What a friend we 
have in Jesus, all our sins and griefs to bear. What a privilege to 
carry, everything to God in prayer.” There is no peace like the 
peace that comes after a talk with the Father, who just happens to 
be the Sovereign of the universe. Remember, though, He doesn’t 
want to share you with a bunch of other distractions that keep 
you looking and drifting away from His presence. He wants your 
undivided attention and it’s to your benefit that you give it to Him. 
Can you think of a time in Jesus’ life when He was rushed, hurried, 
anxious, fearful, troubled, or uneasy? The only two times that even 
come close to such a description are when He was in the Garden 
of Gethsemane and later hanging on the cross. And, in both cases 
what was He doing? He was praying! Let’s intentionally set aside 
time daily to spend praying and being refreshed in the presence 
with Jesus. 

David Lemming
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Boldness
“And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered 
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit 
and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” (Acts 4:31 
ESV)

Earlier in the text of Acts (4:23-30), as Peter and John were 
released from prison, they head back to a group of believers 
and recount what happened to them. When this early church 
heard the report, they immediately responded in prayer. But 
notice carefully what they prayed. The first part of their prayer 
recognizes that God is sovereign and creator of all things. If God 
is in control of all things, then what happened to Jesus was part of 
God’s plan and therefore, what has happened to these Apostles is 
also part of God’s plan. This group of believers is not worried, nor 
are they fearful of what might happen to them, they are resting 
in God’s ability to work out his plan in the way that He sees 
fit. If persecution and suffering are part of that plan, then they 
welcome it, but they don’t go looking for it. Most believers don’t 
go looking for suffering or persecution, however, every believer 
must understand that living for Jesus could result in suffering and 
persecution.

The prayer of the early church continues with the request of more 
boldness in proclaiming the Gospel message. Do you find it 
strange that the early church doesn’t pray for safety or protection 
from their enemies, they chose instead to ask God to help them 
be bolder in their witnessing? Persecution has a way of making 
even the most confident Christian back down, but not the early 
church. As a sign of the Lord’s approval and answer to their 
request, their meeting place shook and they all received what 
they prayed for – a supernatural boldness provided by the Holy 
Spirit. Have you prayed for boldness? The same Holy Spirit that 
provided the early church boldness is the same Holy Spirit that 
can provide believers today with boldness.  

Jeremy Shaffer

Confession
“If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins 
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.” (1 John 1:9 KJV)

In First John 3, we read that when we see our Savior, “we shall be 
like Him.” Until that day, however, believers in Christ will struggle 
with their old sinful natures; and far too often they will fall into 
sin.  King David experienced the pain of moral defeat when he 
saw Bathsheba bathing on the rooftop, and his heart filled with 
lust. He acted upon that desire, sinning against God. Rather that 
immediately confessing his iniquity, he attempted to nullify the 
consequences of his sin. In Psalm 51, however, we read that David 
finally confessed his sin to God. He cried out, “I acknowledge my 
transgression, and my sin is ever before me.”

According to Romans 8:1, “There is therefore now no 
condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” While we are 
grateful for our justification through the blood of the Lamb, we are 
well aware that sin in the believer’s life will stifle the fellowship 
we have with Him.  Keeping short accounts with God is an old 
expression, and I am not sure where it originated, but one source 
says that it started with the Puritans. Stories abound concerning 
those who abuse credit cards and fall into financial ruin, when 
they should have kept “short accounts,” by borrowing little and 
paying off before further indulging in expenses. So, it is with the 
Christian life, as soon as we know that we have sinned, we should 
confess our sins before God, and keep that fellowship with God 
uninterrupted. Be grateful today that the God, who loved us 
enough to send His Son to die for us, is faithful and just to forgive 
us our sins, and cleanse us from all unrighteousness, until that 
day when we see Him face to face.

Nathan McClay
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The Lord’s Prayer

Matthew 6:5-13 is well-known as “the Lord’s Prayer,” but it is also 
sometimes called “the model prayer,” for the simple reason that 
Jesus provides us with an example of how we ought to pray.  In 
this passage, Jesus compares the complexity of hypocritical 
praying (often done by the religious leaders) with the simplicity 
of authentic praying. 

The key to understanding the teaching of Jesus is found in two 
important phrases. The first phrase is “when you pray.”  This 
phrase is found three times in this section (v.5-7), and it is an 
instructional phrase: God wants me to pray. The second phrase 
is “do not be like,” is found in verse 5. Jesus said, “you shall not 
be like the hypocrites.” He further commanded in verse 7, “do 
not use vain repetition.” He also said in verse 8, “do not be like 
them.” Why does Jesus not want his Apostles to pray like these 
religious leaders? Because lengthy, ritual, religious, rote, and 
mechanical prayer is hypocritical; pompous, pretentious, and 
attention-grabbing prayer is also hypocritical. The hypocrites 
loved to be seen, heard, and celebrated by men. Their 
vocabulary is impressive and wordy, but it is worthless and full of 
vain repetition. Unfortunately for some of these hypocrites, they 
thought that they could somehow impress God with their oratory 
skills.  This is the farthest thing from the truth.  Jesus is delighted 
by sincere and secret prayer that is offered with child-like 
simplicity. As you read through the Lord’s prayer today, notice the 
ease, brevity, and the focus of the prayer. Pray the model prayer. 
Learn the words, apply the truth, but most of all, enjoy its grand 
simplicity.

Tim Yates

Family
“But as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.” (Joshua 24:15 
ESV)

Joshua had lived a remarkable life, and was chosen by God to 
lead the people of Israel into the land he had, long ago, promised 
to them. During their journey, Joshua and the Israelites had 
watch God work, provide, and deliver in ways that were nothing 
short of miraculous. Now, the budding nation of Israel faced a 
new challenge: They lived in a land surrounded by nations and 
peoples who did not acknowledge God. Today’s verse served 
as the conclusion of the charge to the nation of Israel given by 
Joshua shortly before his death. He reminded Israel that they had 
a choice to make: “Put away the gods that your fathers served 
beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the Lord. And if it is 
evil in your eyes to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you 
will serve” (Joshua 24:14b-15a). The Israelites had a choice: 
They could hold fast to God Almighty, who had delivered them 
from Egypt, through the wilderness, and into the promised land, 
or they could allow the surrounding cultures to turn them away 
from the Lord. Looking forward, we learn that this was a defining 
decision that Israel would struggle with for centuries, ultimately 
leading to the Babylonian exile.

Israel’s struggle thousands of years ago remains our struggle 
today. We are surrounded by a culture that often celebrates 
sin and lampoons holiness. Our children are met with a media 
barrage that calls good evil, and evil good. It can be a frustrating, 
fearsome feeling as a parent or grandparent to know that there 
is little to nothing we can do to change the world in which our 
children must grow up. However, we can demonstrate to our 
children the same resolve that Joshua exhibited at the end of 
his life. The spiritual wellbeing of our families should be at the 
forefront of our minds, and at the top of our prayer lists. We 
cannot make decisions for others around us, but we can make the 
decision that, as for us and our families, we will serve the Lord. 
As you read Joshua’s bold statement, pray a prayer dedicating (or 
rededicating) your family to the Lord today. 

Matt McClay



Lord, Open My Eyes
“Open my eyes to see the wonderful truths in your instructions.” 
(Psalm 119:18 NLT)

The Bible is an inexhaustible resource of the truths of God to 
mankind. The book we hold in our hands and read with great 
diligence is the inspired, infallible, inerrant Word of the living 
God. Read the Bible on the surface level and He will reveal to 
you marvelous “truths” to guide and conform your life to Jesus. 
Dig deeper and you will find that at each new level of discovery 
you’ll see increasingly more wonderful things about the One we 
call our Savior and the God who has our heart’s allegiance. There 
is no way to mine all the “truths” that are buried throughout the 
layers of the Bible, even if you had your lifetime over to discover 
them. That’s why we need God to “open [our] eyes” to see the 
specific and “wonderful” things He wants us to know each 
time we read His Word. It’s amazing how many times you’ll find 
yourself reading the Bible and words, phrases or entire verses 
will seemingly jump off the pages trying to grab your attention. 
In those moments you are hearing God’s voice in unique and 
special ways to help you, guide you, comfort you and teach you. 
The Bible is unlike any other literature that has ever been written 
or will ever be written. It is alive with the Person and voice of God 
speaking to us each time we open its pages. Let’s pray before we 
read our Bibles every day and ask God to let us hear His voice 
in His Word. One other note! You have to pay careful attention 
when you’re reading. Usually He speaks in a “still, small voice.” 
You might miss what He’s saying if you aren’t giving Him your 
undivided attention.

David Lemming
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Not Praying
“...but they did not consult the LORD...” (Joshua 8:15 NLT)

Before getting to the Scripture for today, a little backstory is 
necessary. After the death of Moses, Joshua takes over the 
leadership of the nation of Israel. As they cross into the land, God 
miraculously parts the Jordan River so that the people enter the 
land in a dramatic fashion. Before any warfare take place, Joshua 
is taken aside by the Captain of the Lord’s army and promised 
that He will help Israel. As the Israelite army approaches the 
enormous walled city of Jericho, the unusual commands of God 
are followed completely by Joshua...and the walls come tumbling 
down. Then, the army sets its sights on Ai, a much smaller city. 
However, it took them two tries to defeat the city fully because 
there was sin in the camp.

Now enters the Gibeonites, who employed a different strategy in 
attempts of defeating Israel – they offer a “treaty.” The deception 
of the Gibeonites is quite impressive: they volunteered to be 
servants, avoided any reference to Canaanite cities, their clothes 
and provisions were worn-out and appeared to be aged, and they 
even acknowledged the God of Israel. So, Joshua and the elders 
of the people accepted the treaty, “but did not ask counsel from 
the LORD.” In other words, they made a really big decision, one 
that affected the whole nation, without praying about it first. In 
just three short days, Joshua discovers his mistake and he has to 
live with the consequences. Joshua could have avoided this entire 
debacle if he had just taken the matter to God in prayer before 
making any decisions.

Do you have a big decision to make? Take it to God in prayer 
first. Do you have a small decision to make? Take it to God in 
prayer first. Do you have a decision to make that might seem 
insignificant to the rest of the world? Take it to God in prayer first.    

Jeremy Shaffer
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Wisdom
“If any of you lack wisdom, let him ask God, who gives generously 
to all without reproach, and it will be given him.” (James 1:5 ESV)

James reminds us that experiencing various trials are a normal 
part of our Christian lives. The types of trials we face are common 
to all followers of Christ. God permits these trials into our lives 
in order to test our faith and our endurance. As a Christian, 
however, we are not exempt from the trials of life, even if they 
come through our own lust or desires.  Further, the Apostle 
Peter commends us to escape the corruption that is in the world 
through desire by becoming partakers of the divine nature. He 
tells us to put forth careful and persistent effort in adding to 
our faith, so that we might show a high moral standard of living 
(2 Peter 1:5-7). However, this is hard to do sometimes because 
it calls for us to deny ourselves.  Do you remember the words 
of Jesus, “you must deny yourself and take up your cross and 
follow Me”? Our sinful nature still wants to cling to self and we 
don’t possess the power to fight it off in our own strength, we 
desperately need God’s help. 

James says to count it pure joy when we experience trials. Why do 
we count it joy? We count it joy because it gives us an opportunity 
to come to the Lord and ask for the wisdom that we need to be 
an overcomer. This great joy is in knowing that we can approach 
God and ask for wisdom to help us recognize the unhealthy lusts 
or desires that we may experience in a trial. This wisdom helps 
us to discipline ourselves as we continued to be conformed to the 
image of Christ. The best part is that God will generously provide 
wisdom without reproach or condemnation. Let us pray for the 
Lord to give us wisdom and strength to persevere in the plan He 
has for our lives.

Bill Blankenship

Patience in Prayer
“Be patient, therefore, brothers, until the coming of the Lord.  See 
how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth...You also, be 
patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming of the Lord is at hand.” 
(James 5:7-8 ESV)

In our fast-paced world of immediacy we have virtually 
everything at our fingertips, except for patience. Patience may 
be foreign to us, but not to God, after all He deals with humanity 
on a daily basis! Practicing patience can be hard and downright 
difficult, especially when patience enters the world of prayer.  
In the book of James, the word “patience” often means endurance 
(like enduring through a trial), but the “patience” that we find 
translated in James 5:8 is of a different kind. Here it refers to 
anger. The word actually comes from two Greek words meaning, 
“large” and “intense anger/rage.” Put together, the term refers to 
the act of holding back one’s anger. We might say that a person 
has a long fuse and is able to avoid an outburst of anger. Have 
you ever experienced anger in prayer; anger because God 
hasn’t answered your prayers? To illustrate the meaning of the 
word, James reminds us of the farmer. Once a farmer has planted 
his field, he can do nothing to make the crops grow, he must be 
patient. Now, this does not mean that the farmer does nothing 
between the times of planting and harvesting. A farmer works 
hard in weeding, fertilizing, and doing whatever is necessary to 
make the harvest abundant. Instead of being frustrated or angry 
because God has not answered your prayer, why not take the 
time between planting and harvesting and establish your heart.  
Maybe God hasn’t answered your prayers because he wants to 
grow your relationship with Him.  

Lord, give my patience in my relationships; patience as I raise my 
children; patience to handle the big things and the small things; 
patience so that I can properly mature into the image of Jesus.  

Jeremy Shaffer
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Continuously
“Rejoice in hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer.”  
(Romans 12:12 ESV)

The words of traditional wedding vows, “For better, for worse, for 
richer, for poorer, in sickness and in health,” certainly remind us 
that the situations of life can “turn on a dime.”  As we walk the 
Christian life, we face a variety of circumstances, and yet we trust 
in a God “with whom there is no variableness, neither shadow 
of turning.” (James 1:17) No matter what each day may bring, we 
are invited to “come before the throne of grace that we may find 
mercy, and grace to help in time of need.” (Hebrews 4:16) We call 
this form of communication with our God, “prayer,” and it is to be 
a continuous experience for the believer. 

Romans 12:12 gives us a threefold command.  First, we are to 
rejoice in hope.  Hebrews 6:19 tells us that we have a hope in 
Christ, which is steadfast and sure. It’s hope that is as sure as the 
promises of God, and its foundation is firm.  Second, we are to 
be patient in tribulation. Paul knew all too well about tribulation, 
he gives us quite an extensive list of the adversities he suffered 
for Christ (2 Corinthians 1). Paul told the Romans to “rejoice in 
tribulations, because tribulation works patience, and patience 
experience, and experience hope.” We rejoice, and are patient 
in tribulation, and yet the end result of this spiritual cycle is 
hope.  Third, we are to be constant in prayer.  Our feelings 
change, situations fluctuate, and people come and go in our lives. 
Financial gains may become losses, and we will all know, “the 
thrill of victory and the agony of defeat.”  But our constant is God, 
“Who is sufficient for all these things? Our sufficiency is of God.” 
(2 Corinthians 2:16) The God, who is omniscient and omnipotent 
is also omnipresent, and He wants us to keep continuous contact 
with Him.  So, whatever you may face today, “Pray without 
ceasing” (1 Thessalonians 5:17).

Nathan McClay

Praying in the Spirit
“Praying at all times in the Spirit, with all prayer and supplication. 
To that end, keep alert with perseverance, making supplication for 
all the saints.” (Ephesians 6:18 ESV)

Read Ephesians 6:18 several times, paying attention to the usage 
and placement of each word. Did you notice that we are to pray 
at all times? Praying during our morning or evening devotional 
time is great, but what about during the workday? What about 
while you’re driving down the road? Why not pray in the middle 
of a difficult or frustrating moment of the day? We must pray at all 
times, because the spiritual battle rages all the time.

Did you notice that we are to pray “in the Spirit?” It’s easy to 
become discouraged in our prayer lives when we seemingly run 
out of things to pray about or find ourselves easily distracted. But 
the Holy Spirit works even in our weakness to intercede on our 
behalf!

Finally, did you notice that we are to pray for all the saints? We 
all bring personal issues to the Lord that are close to our hearts, 
and God knowingly and lovingly receives our burdens, cares, and 
requests. But, it doesn’t end there, we are to be prayer partners, 
one to another. Do you know someone in the church in need of 
prayer? Make it a point to lift their name up to the Lord today. 
What if you got to know the names of those who regularly sit near 
you at our worship gatherings, and resolve to be their prayer 
warriors. Imagine the spiritual strength that could come through 
each of us lifting up the other in prayer. It’s hard to be angry 
or upset with someone for whom you are praying. Imagine the 
forgiveness and understanding that would flow through a praying 
church! Today, during your prayer time, commit to keeping 
a vibrant prayer life. Commit to praying at all times. Commit 
to praying through the power of God’s Holy Spirit. Commit to 
praying for your brothers and sisters in Christ. 

Matt McClay
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Your Enemies
“But I say to you, Love your enemies and pray for those who 
persecute you.” (Matthew 5:44 ESV)

Prior to Jesus’ instruction to love our enemies, He taught about 
turning the other cheek.  He also said that if anyone should sue 
you for your tunic, give him your cloak also.  If you are forced to 
carry a man’s load for a mile, then go two with him. These are 
hard lessons, but then He said to love your enemy!

Personally, I’ve had a few experiences with this kind of love. 
This is “love of benevolence,” which is showing good will 
towards others, even those who mistreat you. I had a neighbor 
who was afraid of my large dog; her bark was deep, rough and 
intimidating, but she was actually a very sweet dog. One day my 
neighbor threatened to “take care of her” if she came into his 
yard (he claimed to always carry a weapon).  I never responded 
to him in anger, even though I was, instead I told him that I would 
be praying for him. For several months we never spoke and even 
avoided each other. I prayed for him and began to help him, 
because I knew of his medical issues. I shoveled snow from his 
driveway, mowed the grass on a steep bank in front of his house, 
and did other little things to help him.   He softened, began to talk 
to me, and now we converse frequently. He and his wife grow a 
garden and have shared vegetables with us. Our relationship is 
better now and we enjoy peace and respect for each other. We 
are no longer foes, we are neighbors.  God sends the sun and the 
rain on both the just and the unjust.  God shows good will to us 
and we should be willing to show good will to others, even if we 
consider them our enemies.

Bill Blankenship

Church Leaders
“Remember your leaders who taught you the Word of God. Think of 
all the good that has come from their lives, and follow the example 
of their faith.” (Hebrews 13:7 NLT)

God has placed in His church “evangelists, pastors and teachers” 
for the purpose of leading His people into a mature faith. Most 
of us can “remember” a church leader who had a profound 
impact on our spiritual lives in the past. They taught us the things 
of God, as well as showed us how to follow Jesus by the way in 
which they lived. Under most circumstances, Christianity can’t 
be lived in isolation from a community of faith where these kinds 
of leaders are found. We need their love, guidance, oversight, 
and instruction that God uses to bring us to the fullest measure 
of what He wants for our lives. “Self-taught” Christians rarely 
become spiritually mature followers of Jesus. The author of 
Hebrews asks us to “remember” these precious leaders, pray 
for them as they continue their work and give thanks to God 
for the impact they have had in our lives. Let’s take time today 
to “remember” our leaders and pray for them to be blessed 
and used of God. When you finish praying for the leaders 
in our church, broaden your perspective and pray for other 
spiritual leaders in our community and nation. Maybe they don’t 
personally impact your life, but they have influence with a lot 
of other people. We need strong, biblical, godly, and spiritual 
preachers and teachers to show the way so we might all be the 
“salt and light” in our communities. Make it a habit every week 
to pray for those “who [teach] us the Word of God.” They are 
“essential workers” in God’s kingdom! 

David Lemming
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God’s Timing
“The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, 
but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but 
that all should reach repentance” (2 Peter 3:9 ESV).

This verse is placed within the larger context of chapter three.  
Peter was reminding his readers of the simple truth: the Day of 
the Lord will come. The fact that Christ will come one day doesn’t 
necessarily bewilder believers; it’s the when part that peaks our 
curiosity (even the Apostles were curious, see Acts 1). Peter tells 
his readers to beware of false teachers and scoffers who will try 
to confuse you saying that Jesus is not coming back. These false 
teachers of Peter’s day, and false teachers in the world today, 
often claim that too much time has elapsed for the promise of 
Christ’s return to be credible. However, these false teachers miss 
an important point: one day with the Lord is like a thousand years.  
In other words, God’s timing is much different than ours; what 
seems like a very long time to us is but a snap of a finger to him.  
But consider that to be a good thing...God delays his coming so 
that more people can come to repentance.

The direction that this world is headed has made even some of 
the most godly men and women pray that the Lord would come 
quickly, but according to this verse, that’s not God’s desire. God is 
patient, merciful, and long-suffering. Yes, he will fulfill his promise 
of coming again, but He’s in no hurry. Why? Because His desire 
is to see that all men and women come to repentance. Are your 
desires in line with God’s desires? Do you know someone who 
has never trusted Christ? Are you praying for them each day? Do 
you have others committed to praying for them each day? God is 
patient towards humanity, but don’t be fooled, He will return one 
day and judge the world. There is no time to waste, we need to 
barrage the throne of God with prayers for the lost!

Jeremy Shaffer

The Love of God
“That (you) may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 
what is the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know 
the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled 
with all the fullness of God.” (Ephesians 3:19-20 ESV) 

“Could we with ink the ocean fill, and were the skies of 
parchment made, were every stalk on earth a quill, and every 
man a scribe by trade, to write the love of God above would drain 
the ocean dry, nor could the scroll contain the whole though 
stretched from sky to sky.” These words, found written on the wall 
of prison, were used by Frederick M. Lehman for the third verse 
of his hymn The Love of God. The words were not original to the 
prisoner, but were first written in Hebrew by Ben Isaac Nehoria, a 
Jewish rabbi. These lyrics correspond well to our Scripture today, 
which seems to present somewhat of a paradox. In these two 
verses we are called upon to measure the unmeasurable, and to 
know that which we cannot fully understand. Martin Lloyd Jones 
once wrote, “The human mind is too small to span or grasp God 
and to realize Him…because of the fall of man, a knowledge of 
God by human endeavor becomes a complete impossibility.” He 
then encourages His readers to understand all they can about 
God, while realizing He is beyond their comprehension. We read 
in Romans 8 that nothing can ever separate us from God’s love. 
A list of possibilities that would seek to abolish His love from us 
appear in that section of Paul’s letter to the Romans, and one by 
one they all fall away. George Beverly Shea would often quote 
these words when singing the Love of God: “We can only see a 
little of the ocean as we stand on the rocky shore, but out there 
beyond the horizon, there’s more, there’s more, and we can see 
only a little of God’s love, a few rich treasures from His mighty 
store, but out there beyond the horizon, there’s more, there’s 
more.” Thank God for His amazing love, that it is richer, fuller and 
deeper than we’ll ever know.

Nathan McClay



Hospitality
“Show hospitality to one another without grumbling” (1 Peter 4:9 
ESV)

One of the most important places to show biblical hospitality is 
within the local church. Think about the many people who visit 
our local church each week. Many of them are unsaved and 
unchurched. Do you see them? Are you even looking for them? 
You either receive guests by greeting them or by ignoring them. 
How many times have you walked past someone you do not know 
and didn’t even acknowledge that person?

Paul commanded the believers in Rome to “Welcome one another 
as Christ has welcomed you, for the glory of God” (Rom. 15:7). 
Christ modeled biblical hospitality, and he welcomes you with 
open arms. Read the story of the prodigal Son, the father “ran” 
toward the son with open arms (Luke 15:12-19). What a beautiful 
example of embracing, loving, and receiving people. Have we 
forgotten that Jesus has “sent us” to be His replacements? Jesus 
died for people, arose from the dead, and ascended to the Father. 
He handed the ministry baton to the twelve. The Book of Acts is 
the story of the early church doing the Great Commission. It’s our 
turn now. Christ has entrusted us with this responsibility (John 
20:21).  How can you represent Jesus this Sunday morning?  Here 
are a few tips: 1) get to the worship early; 2) look for new people; 
3) go and greet them; 4) write down their name; 5) pray for them 
during the week; 6) When they come back next week, greet them 
by name: this is a game changer.  

Jesus was a friend to publicans and sinners (Luke 15:1-3). Are 
you? You are His replacement, representative and ambassador. 
Please open your eyes, your arms and receive people for the 
glory of God.

Tim Yates
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Attitude of Gratitude
“Be thankful in all circumstances, for this is God’s will for you who 
belong to Christ Jesus.” (1 Thessalonians 5:18 NLT)

In 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “be thankful in all circumstances...” 
This reminder from Paul teaches us that it is God’s will that we 
have a spirit of gratitude. Gratitude is easy when life is going 
our way, but when life takes a turn towards tragedy, gratitude 
isn’t likely to be on our minds. I think we’d all agree that the 
political upheaval and divisiveness that has characterized our 
world in recent years doesn’t trigger the natural tendency for 
gratitude. Now, we naturally show gratitude after some event or 
circumstance that was beneficial to us, but why can’t we show 
gratitude before something good happens? Gratitude is multi-
faceted and it must be intentional and it must be cultivated daily. 
 
Notice what the second part of 1 Thessalonians 5:18 says, “...for 
this is God’s will for you who belong to Christ Jesus.” Sometimes 
we often make God’s will to be this mystical or out-of-reach 
idea that we are supposed to live out. We might spend hours 
thinking and seeking after God’s will for our lives, but Paul’s 
words are very clear in this passage: giving thanks is always part 
of God’s will for your life. In other words, God wants an attitude 
of gratitude to be the perfume or cologne you put on each day.  
Unfortunately, to put it bluntly, some Christians have a stench 
about them, they reek of anger, envy, and jealousy. These drive 
others from Christ, but a thankful believer has a different aroma.  
It’s an aroma that has a way of attracting others to the Savior. How 
can you become a person who is thankful in all circumstances? It 
first needs to start in prayer. When is the last time you spent time 
in prayer with the sole agenda of thanking God, not just for the 
good things, but also for the things that you perceive as not-so-
good?

Jeremy Shaffer
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An Open Door
“At the same time, pray also for us, that God may open to us a door 
for the word, to declare the mystery of Christ...” (Colossians 4:3 
ESV)

In this verse the apostle Paul is making a request to the church 
at Colossae; he is asking the believers to pray for God to open 
doors so the gospel can be spread. There is nothing more 
important in life than the mystery of Christ, which is our salvation 
through Him. Many times, an open door from the Lord will 
stretch our faith as we seize the opportunity to share the gospel. 
Additionally, the Apostle Paul declared in 1 Corinthians 16:9 that 
a great door for effective ministry had been open to him, but 
there was many who opposed him. Any time God presents us with 
an opportunity to share the gospel there will be opposition. 
We need to remember that Satan is also at work to deceive us 
and may open doors of opportunities that are a detrimental. 
However, this does not mean that we should not pray for open 
doors. When an opportunity is presented to us, it is best to ask 
some very important questions.  First, have I prayed and asked 
the Lord’s guidance? Second, will this bring honor and glory to 
the Lord?  Third, will this draw me closer to the Lord? Fourth, will 
this be a blessing to others? We need to be totally dependent on 
the Lord and allow Him to confirm our decisions. One of the most 
important things to remember, God will not lead you through a 
door that is contrary to His word. Therefore, let us be a people 
of the Word, and ask the Lord to open doors for one another. 
Opportunities to present the gospel to those who have not heard 
or who have not yet received Christ as their Savior. Let us bring 
honor and glory to Him, because it is not about us, but about our 
Savior.

Bill Blankenship

Help
“When the righteous cry for help, the Lord hears and delivers them 
out of all their troubles.” (Psalm 34:17 ESV)

Have you ever been offered a deal that seemed almost too good 
to be true? These days, it’s hard to find an offer that does not 
come with strings attached or fine print at the bottom of the ad. 
Upon reading today’s verse, our natural inclination is to look for 
the fine print associated with this promise. Surely, there must 
be some strings attached, or contingencies involved with the 
assurance of God’s deliverance. It seems almost too good to be 
true!

Is it not so comforting to know that we can take God at his word? 
Have you ever been in a situation that seems impossible? Have 
you ever faced circumstances out of which you surmise that no 
good can come? While we should never approach God’s throne 
brashly or presumptuously, neither should we try to hide our 
emotions from God. The Hebrew word translated “cry” in this 
verse carries the idea of crying out in distress or grief. When is 
the last time you cried out to God for help?

Often, we feel alone in our struggles, sorrows, and hurts. We 
assume that no one wants to be bothered with the weight of our 
burdens. Aren’t you thankful that when God’s people call out to 
Him, He hears them? When no one else hears or understands, 
God does. Not only does God hear our cries for help, but He 
acts on them. Read the second promise in this verse slowly. God 
promises to deliver His people from all their troubles. There’s 
no fine print here. There are no terms and conditions – just a 
simple, powerful promise. There are times when God delivers us 
out of difficult circumstances, and there are times He delivers us 
through difficult circumstances, but He always delivers! As you 
pray today, call out to God, trust that He hears your cry, and thank 
him for the deliverance He has promised to the people of God!

Matt McClay
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Suffering
“But while Peter was in prison, the church prayed very earnestly for 
him.” (Acts 12:5 NLT)

The freedoms and privileges we enjoy in America have been 
greater than any nation has known in history. Cherished among 
these freedoms is the right to assemble as Christians without 
government intervention or oversight. Unfortunately, many 
Christians in other countries have never known even a measure 
of the religious freedom we experience. There are precious 
saints of God today who are being persecuted simply for being 
followers of Jesus. In some places, even identifying as a Christian 
can cost you your life. Those of us in the free world have an 
obligation to intercede on behalf of those in the persecuted 
church. We must pray for their protection and provision. We must 
pray for their boldness and courage in the face of their dangers. 
We must pray that their lives will be a powerful witness to the 
transforming grace of Jesus Christ. In spite of our freedoms, 
some persecution is increasingly happening right here in the 
USA. We are starting to progressively see infringements to our 
own religious practices in recent years. To proclaim the truth of 
scripture, hold to a biblical morality, or be true to the exclusive 
claims of Christ can result in stirring the ire of the ever rising 
“cancel culture!” As we go to the Lord in prayer, we must 
consistently follow the example of the early church in praying for 
those that are suffering religious reprisals. We are all part of the 
same family of God. These are our brothers and sisters in Christ 
that need our supplication! God answered the earnest prayers of 
the church on Peter’s behalf. Maybe He will be pleased to do the 
same in our day for those suffering for their faith!

David Lemming

Pray for Laborers
And he said to them, “The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are 
few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out 
laborers into his harvest.” (Luke 10:2 ESV)

The gospel accounts abound with examples of people who were 
largely overlooked by society. Some were overlooked because 
of their low social status, others because of past mistakes that 
clung to them like a label they just couldn’t shake-off, and still 
others were overlooked because of their race or gender. Oh, to 
be able to see people the way Jesus sees them! Hard-pressed 
and in demand by the crowds gathered around him, Jesus saw 
the physical and material needs of others, often meeting and 
providing in miraculous ways. But, he didn’t stop there. Jesus’ 
knowing gaze looked deep into their souls and perceived their 
spiritual needs as He offered eternal life to those who would 
believe on His name.

As of today, there are approximately 7.75 billion people in 
the world, and, of those people, 3.23 billion of them live in an 
unreached people area. Yes, the harvest truly is plentiful! Jesus 
reminds his disciples of a truly heartbreaking reality: There are 
many who need to find salvation in His name, but there are few 
who are willing to take the name of Jesus to the lost. Of the many 
incredible things you will be able to do in Heaven, one thing you 
will not be able to do is win more souls to Jesus. Harvest time 
is a season, a season which may very soon draw to an end. Do 
you see the harvest the way Jesus does? How do you view those 
who are around you on a daily basis? Sadly, many go unnoticed, 
overlooked, and unloved. How do you see the cashier at the gas 
station, the trainer at the gym, or the coworker down the hall?
Today, pray that God will raise up men and women who will take 
the name of Jesus to the lost. But be warned: When you pray for 
God to send laborers, he may send you!

Matt McClay
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Pray For One Another
“Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one 
another, that you may be healed...” (James 5:16 ESV)

In the above verse, the Apostle James encourages us to “pray for 
one another.” However, the context of this intercession shows up 
within the backdrop of sickness and suffering (v.13-16). In fact, 
the word “sick” is found twice, and the words “suffering” and 
“healed” are found once. The simple point that James is trying to 
make is that sick people need healing and sick people get better 
because someone prayed for them. James urges us to “call for the 
elders of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him 
with oil in the name of the Lord” (v. 14). He further claimed that 
“the prayer of faith will save the sick and the Lord will raise him 
up” (v. 15a). He pleads with us to “pray for one another, that you 
may be healed” (v. 15b). 

Do you know someone who is sick?  Do you know someone who 
is suffering? Are you specifically praying for them? One of the 
best things you can do for another brother or sister in Christ is 
to pray for them, especially when they are sick. Make a prayer 
list of people that you know who are sick or suffering. Set aside 
time each day in which you will commit to faithfully praying for 
them. Ask God to help them to respond to medical treatment. Ask 
God to remove the suffering associated with the sickness and 
disease. James promised that the prayers of a “righteous man” 
are “effective” and “avails much” (v. 16b). The promise to “avail” 
means to prevail, make strong, and is even translated to make 
“healthy.” So, pray for one another. Why? Because fervent prayer 
prevails.

Tim Yates

Authorities
...I urge that supplications, prayers, intercessions, and thanksgivings 
be made for people, for kings and all who are in high positions...(1 
Timothy 2:1-2 ESV)

“We complain about them, but how often do we pray for them?” 
I don’t know who said that, or where I heard this quote, but it is 
quite a pointed question, and in light of today’s Scripture, it is 
one that demands our attention. The individuals of concern in 
the opening quote are our political leaders and law enforcement 
men and women. It is within the nature of our free society to elect 
and then criticize, but is not within our nature to elect and then 
pray. Many believers pray for the election, but not for the elected. 
Even though we may not agree with a particular leader on most 
issues, that still does not negate our duty to pray for her or him. 
We need to pray for God to give them wisdom, and to direct them 
in the right paths. We need to pray that they might seek what is 
in the best interests of the citizens, and not to be self-seeking. We 
need to pray for their protection, especially for our military and 
law enforcement. 

I was recently in a prayer meeting of a small group of police 
officers. Due to negative news stories about the police, their most 
urgent prayer request was concerning a shortage of men and 
woman pursing a law enforcement career. Let’s pray with them in 
their recruitment efforts.

Paul urged Timothy not only to offer prayers and supplications, 
but also thanksgivings. How can we be thankful for our political 
adversaries? Could it be that the answer is in that four-letter word 
L-O-V-E? Jesus told us to love even our enemies, and to do good 
to them, and to PRAY for those who persecute us. Let’s pray often 
and be thankful for those in places of authority.

Nathan McClay



Protection from the Evil One
“I do not ask that you take them out of the world, but that you keep 
them from the evil one.” (John 17:15 ESV)

One of the most exciting TV shows I watched as a child was the 
Mutual of Omaha’s Wild Kingdom. The most traumatizing parts 
of the show were the lions who were hiding, waiting for the right 
time to pounce on their prey. I knew they were going to strike, 
but I didn’t know just when. When they did, I would almost hit the 
ceiling, and scream!

Satan is described as a “roaring lion, seeking whom he may 
devour.” Paul told the Ephesians that the devil has many tactics 
that he employs to cause us to fall. He is so deceptive that Paul 
told the Corinthians that he can transform himself into an angel of 
light. Jesus let Peter know that Satan was bent on the destruction 
of the followers of Christ. Our Lord said to him, “Satan has asked 
for you, that he may sift you as wheat, but I have prayed for you.”
In our verse from the gospel of John, we see the Lord praying for 
all of His disciples that they would be kept from the evil one. This 
is also a petition that we should bring before God, as mentioned 
in the model prayer that Jesus gave to us in Matthew 6, “lead 
us not into temptation, but deliver us from all evil,” or as some 
translations put it, “the evil One.”

Satan surely is a formidable foe. He is subtle, crafty, intelligent 
and often deceptively beautiful. No wonder the Lord would pray 
on our behalf that would we would be kept from him, and it is no 
wonder that our Lord should instruct us to pray that we would be 
delivered from Him. So, let’s pray to that end, but while we are 
praying, let’s remember the One to Whom we pray...for, “greater 
is He that is in us than He that is in the world.”

Nathan McClay
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Sweet-Smelling
“Accept my prayer as incense offered to you, and my upraised 
hands as an evening offering.” (Psalms 141:2 NLT)

Have you ever wondered about the quality of your prayers?  In 
other words, are your prayers sweet-smelling or do they stink?  
We’d all like to think that our prayers to God are respectful and 
appropriate, but how many times do we consider their odor?  
How would it make you feel if God responded to your prayers 
with His nose turned up because they “stink to high heaven?”    
More than anything, the Psalmist wants the aroma of his sweet-
smelling prayers to ascend into the very throne room of God and 
cause Him to act.

In the Old Testament sacrificial system, the Altar of Incense was 
designed to remind the Israelites of the importance of prayer.  
Each morning and evening Aaron was instructed to burn incense 
on the altar (Exo.30:7-8), this shows that prayer was to be a daily 
part of the worship in the Tabernacle, not something that was 
done when the priests felt like it. The Scriptures also tell us that 
God gave Aaron the recipe for making the incense; this incense 
must have smelled heavenly! God stipulated that no other 
incense ever be burned on the altar and only the priests were 
permitted to burn the incense. Now, however, because of the 
precious sacrifice of Jesus, we no longer need priestly mediators 
to bring our prayers and petitions to God. Every believer can 
freely draw near to God in the name of our High Priest. Even 
better is the fact that Christ’ intercession on our behalf is a sweet-
smelling savor to God. It is beautiful to know that God considers 
the prayers of believers to be like a sweet-smelling savor instead 
foul-smelling odor!      

Jeremy Shaffer
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Persistence
“And he told them a parable to the effect that they ought always to 
pray and not lose heart.” (Luke 18:1 ESV)

We know that God hears and answers our prayers because the 
Scriptures tell us that He does. Sometimes he answers them yes, 
sometimes, no, and sometimes, wait. God knows the right time to 
answer our prayers.  First John 5:14 says, “This is the confidence 
which we have before Him, that, if we ask anything according 
to His will, He hears us.”  Many prayers are answered with a no 
because they are not within His will. Some prayers are answered 
with a yes because they are part of His will.  However, others are 
answered with a wait because God is sovereign and He knows 
the time is not right. 

I remember a lady in our church that had prayed for many years 
that her husband would come to faith in Christ. I encouraged her 
to remain faithful in her prayers and not give up.  The Apostle 
Peter tells us in 2 Peter 3:9, “God is patient, not wishing that 
any should perish, but that all should come to repentance.” 
Finally, after a Christmas eve service at church, her husband 
was convicted and drove to my house and asked to talk to me. 
He wanted to talk about becoming a follower of Christ. I shared 
some Scripture with him and he knelt down in my living room and 
opened his heart to receive Christ as his Savior. His wife admitted 
that she had almost lost hope, but in obedience to the Scriptures, 
she continued to pray and now her prayer had been answered. 
She was blessed because she remained faithful to pray, and her 
confidence in prayer also increased. She received the answer she 
desired, which was within God’s will. 

Let us be persistent in our prayers that we know are within God’s 
will, for we know that He will answer them in His time. 

Bill Blankenship

Increase Your Faith
“The apostles said to the Lord, “Increase our faith!” (Luke 17:5 ESV)

In frustration, the Apostles cried out to the Lord, “Increase our 
faith” (Luke 17:5). The word “increase” means “to add more.” The 
Apostles would definitely need more faith. Why? In the context 
of the passage, Jesus was speaking about forgiveness. Jesus 
reminded them, “If your brother sins against you, rebuke him; and 
if he repents, forgive him. And if he sins against you seven times 
in a day, and seven times in a day returns to you, saying, ‘I repent,’ 
you shall forgive him” (Luke 17:3-4). The Apostles knew it would 
take great faith to patiently forgive the same “brother” every day. 
Think about it. Seven times a day. Over and over freely forgiving 
a brother who sins against you. After a while, even the godliest 
believer is capable of being wore down through reoccurring sin. 
Nonetheless, this Christ-like forgiveness, was modeled by our 
Lord every day during His 3 ½ year earthly ministry. Lest we 
forget we are the recipients of repeated forgiveness…multiple 
times a day. God is forgiving, constantly forgiving even the most 
egregious of sins. It takes faith to be compassionate. It takes faith 
to be merciful. And it takes faith to forgive a repeated offender. 
Since I am a recipient of such forgiveness, I should likewise 
extend such forgiveness to all people, especially my brothers 
and sisters in Christ. Nevertheless, it going to take a ton of faith 
on my part to let a brother off the hook “seven times a day.” No 
wonder the Apostles prayed, “Lord increase our faith.” Would you 
ask the Lord to give you more faith to forgive other people? 

Tim Yates
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The Great Commission 
“Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them 
in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 
teaching them to observe all that I have commanded you...” 
(Matthew 28:19-20 ESV)

Our Lord gave only one Great Commission. He commanded us 
to make disciples of all nations. Unfortunately, great confusion 
surrounds the mission of the church, thus we need great clarity. 
The last words spoken by our Lord must become our first priority. 
We need to pray and obey the Great Commission. 

The three participles in the text describe how to make disciples 
of all the nations. The first participle is the word “go” or also 
translated “going.” As we are going in the normal flow and 
rhythm of everyday life, we must connect unbelievers to Jesus 
Christ. Why? Because people cannot follow Christ until they 
know Christ. The second participle is the word “baptizing.” 
Baptism is a local church ordinance, and we connect believers 
to the local church through “believers’ baptism.” All believers 
need community and accountability, and the purpose of the local 
church is to train and equip every believer to serve Jesus (Eph. 
4:11-14). The third participle is the word “teaching.” We must 
teach believers “to observe all things” as Jesus commanded. 
Thus, we must connect believers to the mission of Jesus (Jn. 17:18; 
20:21). If you miss the mission of Jesus (your mission) then you 
miss the purpose of the Christian life, which is the purpose of 
your existence – called the Great “Co-mission.” But if you miss it, 
it’s called the “Great Omission.”   

So, you make a disciple by connecting people to Christ, 
connecting people to the church, and connecting people to the 
mission of Jesus. So how do I pray the Great Commission? Make 
a three-fold prayer list. In one column, pray for those you want to 
connect to Jesus. In the second column, pray for those who need 
to follow the Lord in believer’s baptism. And in the third column, 
pray for believers to be connected to the mission of Jesus. Pray 
and Obey the Great Commission.

Tim Yates

Living in the Spirit
And do not get drunk with wine, for that is debauchery, but be filled 
with the Spirit…” – (Ephesians 5:18 ESV)

Waking up every day can seem like a monotonous set of events. 
From taking the dog out, to deciding on clothes for the day, to 
fixing breakfast, to brushing your teeth, mornings often feel very 
ordinary. Did you know that behind the ordinary events of your 
morning, supernatural battle lines are being drawn? Every day, 
we decide what controls us. Sometimes, it’s the hurried frenzy 
of preparing for an over-booked day, or it’s the frustration and 
disappointment about what happened yesterday, or maybe it’s 
the physical pain of getting out of bed that sets the tone of your 
day. What is controlling your thoughts, emotions, motives, and 
actions today? Ephesians 5:18 contrasts the negative effects of 
drunkenness with the sanctifying effects of being filled with the 
Holy Spirit. While being under the influence of alcohol has led 
many to undertake dangerous, destructive, and, even deadly, 
actions, being controlled by the Holy Spirit enables us to serve 
the Lord while living in a way that is pleasing to him.

The moment you were saved, you received the indwelling 
presence of the Holy Spirit.  The Holy Spirit, the third person of 
the Trinity, is not “optional equipment” for the believer. If you’re 
a believer in Jesus, you have the Holy Spirit, but the next question 
is, “Does the Holy Spirit have you?” The truth is, we need the 
power of the Holy Spirit in our lives. We need His power when 
we deal with difficult people. We need His power to lead our 
families well. We need His power to serve those around us with 
right attitudes. We need His power to share the gospel with those 
around us. As you prepare for another day, make this familiar 
hymn written by Daniel Iverson your prayer today. “Spirit of the 
Living God, fall afresh on me. Break me, melt me, mold me fill me. 
Spirit of the Living God, fall afresh on me.”
 
Matt McClay
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Intentional Growth
“You have been believers so long now that you ought to be teaching 
others. Instead, you need someone to teach you again the basic 
things about God’s word. You are like babies who need milk and 
cannot eat solid food.” (Hebrews 5:12 NLT)

Throughout the New Testament you find the issue arising of 
people who are not growing in their faith. It’s not unusual that 
these situations involve more than just a few, difficult individuals. 
Included are entire groups of people that are stunted in their 
spiritual development. To the Galatians, the Apostle Paul wrote, 
“Oh, my dear children! I feel as if I’m going through labor 
pains for you again, and they will continue until Christ is fully 
developed in your lives.” (Galatians 4:19) OUCH!! He was so 
concerned about the lack of spiritual growth in these believers 
that it “pained” him deeply to see their immaturity. Thank God, 
though, that he didn’t give up on the process or stop seeking 
their development. To grow in Christ, you have to apply yourself 
to Scripture and the things of righteousness. You have to be 
committed for the long haul of pursuing growth until you see 
Him face to face. Our prayer must be that God causes people 
to recognize that spiritual growth is essential to “being” (not 
becoming) a Christian. It’s not good enough to escape hell, 
but then show no further interest in growing in the Lord. We 
should ask God to fan the flames within all believers to want a 
living, thriving relationship with Christ. We should intercede for 
them until they see that “drifting” through their spiritual lives is 
detrimental to themselves, their families and their church. Let’s 
ask God to help us and others to be intentional about the matter 
of spiritual growth.

David Lemming



DAILY DEVOTIONS 
by the pastoral staff of 

Lewis Memorial Baptist Church
5385 West Pea Ridge Road

Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676

lmbc.org


