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*Sunday Mornings 
WC lower level

6: We are to worship God 
alone
13: Joash wanted to obey God
20: Isaiah warned of God’s 
judgment
27: Zephaniah warned God’s 
people to repent

Weds @ 7pm 
in the FLC

2: Bible for Life
9: Bible for Life
16: Journey to 
Bethelehem
23: Thanksgiving Break
30: Journey to 
Bethelehem

3rd Thursday 
from 4-5:15 pm
@ Ebenezer

17: Bible Club

Visit lmbc.org/lkc or 
ask to join our 
Facebook group

*We are looking for volunteers who would like to serve in our 
K-3 age range once a month in the first and second services on 
Sundays. If you are interested, please contact the church office 
or Rebekah Shaffer at r.shaffer@lmbc.org.NOV. 2022

6th (in the PM) Also this month:

8th & 29th
Choir Practice
• 7 pm, Worship Center

10th
Widows Luncheon
• 12:30 pm, Renaissance Room

A Different Kind of 
Thanksgiving

16th
Missionary Speaker
• 7 pm, Worship Center

18th
PrimeTime Celebrates 
Seniors
• 6 pm, Renaissance Room

We want to celebrate you, 
so don’t bring anything just 
come and enjoy turkey, ham 
and all the fixings of a nice 
Thanksgiving dinner. Sign up 
with Vida or Blanche, or by 
calling the church office 
(304-736-7676).

Can’t be here 
in-person?

Join us live Sundays 
at 9 & 10:45 am 

on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

Other calendars:

Rooted (Bible)
Ebenezer

pg. 9
pg. 17
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Refuel’s Football team 
outreach needs your help 
with:
• monetary donations for 

the dinner and/or 
• desserts delivered to 

the cafe on Nov 3 

• details on pg. 7

Offices closed
on Nov. 24 & 25

No Sunday night study
on Nov. 27
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3rd

Please return your boxes to 
any lobby area by Nov. 13.



MY HAPPY PLACE
When January of 2020 began, 

I had such high hopes for the 
year, especially because this 

would be the year in which I would get 
a chance to knock off the item at the 
very top of my bucket list. My wife and 
I would get a chance to visit the Holy 
Land. Being the Bible nerd that I am, I 
started to do loads of research about 
the sites we would visit, undertook 
some geography and topography 
studies of the Holy Land, and I even 
created a journal to take with me so 
that when we visited a site I could 
write down all my thoughts. This would 
be the spiritual trip of a lifetime that 
would allow me to live the Bible. What 
would it be like to walk the streets of 
Jerusalem as Jesus did some 2,000 
years ago?  What would it be like to 
take a boat ride on the Sea of Galilee 
and touch the very waters that Jesus 
walked upon? What would it be like to 
see the oasis of Engedi and realize that 
more than 3500 years ago this was the 
place that David was hiding out from 
Saul? What emotions would overcome 
me (like the ones that I feel as I write 
this) as I enter the Garden tomb? Of all 
the places on this earth, surely the Holy 
Land would be my happy place!
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The unexpected events that transpired in 
March of 2020 took us by complete surprise. 
We stayed glued to the news of everything 
COVID hoping and praying that all this would 
be over before the trip in June of that same 
year. But it was not long before we received 
the news that the trip would not be happening 
this year. We were devastated and we grieved 
the loss of such a special opportunity that 
God had provided. I spent weeks constantly 
asking God the why question. This was not a 
simple vacation trip; this was a spiritual trip! 
I believed it would fundamentally enhance 
my understanding of the Scriptures and draw 
me into a richer relationship with God. To me, 
this wasn’t a frivolous pursuit, it was a desire 
to connect with God on a deeper level. Of all 
the places on this earth, surely the Holy Land 
would be my happy place!

The next two months were difficult, to say the 
least. On the one hand we had to navigate 
the effects of COVID and on the other hand 
our hearts were aching for what could have 
been. Remote learning, remote teaching, 
and remote “churching” became the new 
normal for the next few months. Finally, on 
May 31st, in-person church services at LMBC 
started back and all of God’s people said, 
“Amen!” However, little did I know that in just 
a few short days, God would impart to me a 
most valuable lesson, one that would answer 
that burning “why” question. In just a few 
short days my family and I had planned to 
visit some beautiful places right in our own 
backyard, the backyard that we called West 
Virginia: Blackwater Falls, Canaan Valley, Dolly 
Sods Wilderness, Seneca Rocks, Monongahela 
National Forest, Spruce Knob, and more. I 
thought to myself, this will be a great trip 
but this will not be a “Holy-Land-experience” 
trip...I was dead wrong!

The phrase “happy place” is often used to 

describe a place that a person might go to 
find joy and peace and relaxation. For some 
people, their happy place is the beach, and 
it has much to offer: the majestic power of 
the water on full display, the warm sands of 
the beach on your feet, the roaring sounds of 
the winds and waves, the blue horizon that 
seems endless, the smell of fresh (salty) air, 
the solitude of an early morning walk. Do you 
feel like you’re there? For other people, their 
happy place might be hiking through a grove 
of massive hemlocks deep in the mountains, 
breathing in the fresh mountain air; or taking 
an off-grid trip to that secluded cabin that 
has been in the family for generations. For 
other people, their happy place might be in 
the secluded space of their house, or maybe 
a porch swing that has become a family 
heirloom, or maybe an aged Adirondack chair 
that sits tucked underneath a massive oak tree 
in the backyard. As peaceful and relaxing and 
enjoyable as these places might be, I think 
there is more to this concept of a “happy 
place” than just a physical space. A happy 
place should take on a spiritual component, 
because true happiness is only found in your 
personal relationship with God. Therefore, 
we might say that a happy place is a physical 
location that you visit when you personally 
desire to experience God on a deeper and 
more intimate level. Did you know that many 
characters in the Bible also had happy places?

Maybe you like to hike into the woods or find a 
secluded place on a mountainside to pray and 
seek the face of God. Jesus sought out the 
same happy place (look up Luke 6:12). Maybe 
you don’t like all the bugs and allergens of 
being outside and you find that your happy 
place is in a comfortable chair right next to a 
window. Daniel sought out the same happy 
place (look up Daniel 6:10). Maybe you like 
to wander out your back door and walk to 
a specific bench in your garden area to get 
alone with God, Adam walked and talked 
with God in Eden (look up Genesis 2:8-3:8). 
Maybe the beach is your happy place, Paul 
and a group of disciples spent time praying 
on the beach (look up Acts 21:5). For me 
personally, my happy place ended up being 
right in my West Virginia backyard – and it’s 
a really big backyard! On our most recent 

“ A happy place is 
anywhere that you go 
to connect with God 
on a deeper and more 
intimate level.



NATIONAL COLLECTION WEEK
Operation Christmas child has been a 
great success this year, thanks to all of the 
donations, volunteers and prayers. If you 
have participated in any way, please know 
that it has been most appreciated.

God has blessed in amazing ways, and will 
continue to bless as the shoeboxes are 
delivered to children, who will now have the 
opportunity to learn about Jesus, and His 
love for them.

If you picked up a shoebox from the church 
to fill, please be sure it is returned on or 
before Nov. 13th, so that we can pray over 
the shoeboxes and get them prepared for 
shipping.

Lewis Memorial is the drop-off center for 
Huntington, and we are expecting hundreds 
(possibly thousands) of shoeboxes to be 
brought from local individuals and churches 
during drop-off week, so we would like 
to have our boxes counted and ready 
beforehand, to help things run as smoothly 
as possible.

After the final drop-off hours on Monday, 
November 21, we will need additional help 
with transporting the shoeboxes to the 
Central Drop-off Location in Hurricane.

QUestions?
Contact Terri Thompson, project leader.
terri.hager@aol.com
304-360-0849

NOV. 14 NOV. 15 NOV. 16 NOV. 17 NOV. 18 NOV. 19 NOV. 20 NOV. 21

3-6 PM 3-6 PM 3-6 PM 3-6 PM 3-6 PM
10 AM-
4 PM

1-5 PM
10 AM- 
NOON
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trip to the eastern part of West Virginia, we 
found ourselves on a grassy knoll on top 
of the highest peak in the state (one of our 
favorite spots). I found myself sitting on a 
blanket in the grass as I took in the view of 
God’s amazing, creative works, hearing only 
the howling wind. The sun was radiating 
a life-giving warmth and energy that was 
extraordinary. My wife, who was laying on the 
blanket beside me, spoke these words to me: 
“lay back and rest in the Father’s arms.” I laid 
back on the blanket, closed my eyes, and felt 
a sense of peace and love and joy that is only 
experienced in the arms of the Father.  

Of course, I certainly still want to find a way 
to take my family to the Holy Land, but in the 
meantime, God has given me a happy place 
that is closer to home. Where is your happy 
place? Do you have one? Have you been 
searching, even longing for one? Sometimes, 
per my experience, the elusive search for a 
happy place is closer than what you might 
think. A happy place is anywhere that you go 
to connect with God on a deeper and more 
intimate level. It’s a place that you go when 
you need to get away from all the distractions 
of life so that you can clearly hear His voice. 
It’s a place where you can be vulnerable and 
have freedom to cry out to God in your hours 
of deepest need. It’s a place where God can 
teach you and conform you into the image 
of His Son. It’s a place where the constraints 
of time seem insignificant. It’s a place of 
safety and compassion and love and grace. 
Experiencing the feeling of being wrapped up 
in the arms of the Father is what makes any 
place a happy place!

by Jeremy Shaffer

Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor who oversees the 
technical and administrative areas of the ministry. He 
regularly works alongside his wife Rebekah in the Children’s 
Ministry, teaches in the LMBC Bible Institute, and teaches 
together with his wife tackling marriage and family topics 
as well as general Bible studies for adults. He has been 
serving the Lord at LMBC since 2004. He and Rebekah have 

two children, Grace and Luke.
7
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CHAPTER & VERSE 
Did you know that chapters and verses are not 
inspired? Did that get your attention? During the 
Medieval era of history, Stephen Langton from the 
University of Paris added chapters to the Biblical 
text so that passages could be referenced in 
commentaries. Roughly 350 years later (1550) a 
French scholar, Robert Estienne, who was working on 
a concordance to the Greek New Testament, started 
to put verses into the Biblical text. The addition of 
chapters and verses are certainly beneficial for us 
today, but sometimes they can be problematic as we 
read and study the Bible text. What we ought to do is 
pay attention to that natural structures and divisions 
that are placed in the text by the biblical authors 
because these markers are truly inspired.

Let me give you two examples. First, is the book of 
1 Corinthians (which is the series that Pastor 
Lemming is currently preaching). Only two chapters 
(5 and 15) actually correspond to a single discussion, 
and several of his discussions span multiple 
chapters (1-4, 8-10, 12-14). The repetition of key 
phrases can be clues to an author’s structure. For 
Paul, in 1 Corinthians, take note of the phrase “now 
concerning,” because this is how he typically starts 
a new section. A second example is the book of 
Acts, which has a geographical flow to it. The gospel 
starts in Jerusalem, it extends to Judea and Samaria, 
and eventually to the rest of the world (Acts 1:8). 
This definitely makes for a great outline to trace the 
progress of the gospel, however, in the text itself, 
Luke writes a progress report (“the word of God 
grew and multiplied”) at the end of each section. 
Acts has seven of these, and they make a great way 
to study the book in author-inspired sections.

The easiest way to stay alert to a Bible author’s 
structure is the paragraph, which is inspired because 
it’s part of the biblical text. Most Bibles have 
paragraph markers next to the verses that start 
them, or other Bibles have the texted grouped into 
paragraphs (my preference). I can’t imagine how 
difficult it would be without chapters and verses, but 
sometimes man-made divisions can be a hinderance 
to understating the Bible’s inspired message. 

If you have any questions about the reading plans, 
send them to biblereading@lmbc.org.  

ROOTED

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

Jeremiah 40-42

Jeremiah 43-45

Jeremiah 46-47

Jeremiah 48-49

Jeremiah 50

Psalms 124-126

Jeremiah 51-52

Zephaniah 1-3 

2 Chr. 34-36

Lam. 1-2

Lam. 3-5

Daniel 1-2

Psalms 127-130 

Daniel 3-4

Ezekiel 1-3

Ezekiel 4-6

Ezekiel 7-9

Ezekiel 10-12

Ezekiel 13-15

Psalms 131-134 

Ezekiel 16-17

Ezekiel 18-19

Ezekiel 20-21

Ezekiel 22-23

Ezekiel 24-26 

Ezekiel 27-29

Psalms 135-137

Ezekiel 30-32

Ezekiel 33-34

Ezekiel 35-36

OT Pathway NT Pathway

2 Timothy 4

1 Peter 1

1 Peter 2

1 Peter 3

1 Peter 4

Psalms 124-126

1 Peter 5

2 Peter 1

2 Peter 2

2 Peter 3

Hebrews 1

Hebrews 2

Psalms 127-130 

Hebrews 3

Hebrews 4

Hebrews 5

Hebrews 6

Hebrews 7

Hebrews 8

Psalms 131-134

Hebrews 9

Hebrews 10:1-18

Heb. 10:19-39

Hebrews 11

Hebrews 12 

Hebrews 13

Psalms 135-137

Jude

1 John 1

1 John 2

Grow in your faith by staying rooted in 
the Word of God. You can follow either 

pathway or do both!
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LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE 
IN NOVEMBER 
It’s hard to believe the month of November is knocking on the 
door. I want to take a minute and just thank you for showing up 
BIG Wednesday Night October 19 during our Annual Missions 
Celebration. Pastor Lemming did a “group roll call” at the 
beginning of the service and every group was represented except 
for maybe one. By the way, that’s pretty good and I want to 
commend you! Thank you for supporting your Pastor and your 
Church.

Second, I want to remind you of our monthly mission for LOVE 
WHERE YOU LIVE (LWYL). During the month of November, invite 
a lonely neighbor to eat Thanksgiving with your family. If you 
look, you will find some lonely people in your neighborhood. Also, 
buy three Honey Baked Ham gift cards. Give one to three of the 
families on your LWYL prayer cards. May God help us to be loving, 
giving, and thankful neighbors.

And finally, keep inviting people to your small group. The best 
time to build your group is Sunday morning and Sunday night. 
Invite at least 5 people to your group each Sunday. Be intentional. 
In other words, make your brain think “INVITE” every Sunday 
morning and every Sunday night. If you need help. Follow me. I 
can introduce to you the new people coming every week. Never 
underestimate “The power of INVITE.” If you invite them, they will 
come.

In closing, keep on praying. November 2022 is going to be a great 
month. So, remember to LOVE WHERE YOU LIVE (LWYL).

Brother Tim Yates



When I sit out on the early morning 
October shore of the lake, I’d come 
simply to witness.

Scarlet robed trees stretched their limbs 
in autumn mist like worshippers before the 
throne, and fog rises off the water like all of 
creation can’t help but rise in awe.

Awe rescales us smaller, so we are the right 
size to hold more joy.

It is true: When we diminish our egocentric size 
of self, we expand our capacity for great joy in 
God.

It’s the happiest paradox: What you really 
have to do to make your life scale is to rescale 
yourself. Awe makes you feel beautifully small 
before a great God.

Water laps on the shore, kissing the hem of 

things with thanks and, somewhere out on the 
lake, again, and then there, again, haunting, a 
loon’s soft song searches.

These are sacred moments. These are places 
you can always return to in your mind when 
things take unexpected turns. Memorize those 
moments.

Before the wind blows in long months of snow, 
it’s been of the utmost importance to my soul 
to head outside for a daily soak in October’s 
saturated golden light.

This is more than what the scientists call “awe 
walks.”

This is more than what the Japanese call 
“forest bathing.”

This is what I call Glory Soaks, this is what I call 
God-Awe Walks.10

Because the whole earth is full of His Glory, the 
habit of Glory Soaking simply steps outside to 
soak in His glory to wash the soul cleaner with 
worship.

Awe makes us see that we, and our problems 
are small, and one great God is over all.

Awe makes us feel delightfully insignificant, 
and significant, delightful joy.

When we are awed, we feel smaller and part of 
something larger, which makes our joy larger.

When we feel smaller, we feel humility, which is 
the key to connectivity with God and people, 
which is key to wholeness.

Look at something beautiful and you can feel 
how your own heart slows down: When we are 
wildly moved, our fight or flight systems stops 
wildly moving.

Awe calms. Practice being awed and you’re 
practically rewiring your brain to be calm.

This can change everything. This has been 
changing my life.

5 Ways to Practice the Art of Awe:

1. Go for a God-Awe Walk to arrive at where 
you really want to go. “A 2020 study showed 
that participants taking weekly 15-minute awe 
walks for eight weeks reported less stress 
and increased emotions like compassion and 
gratitude.” Go for a walk to see the sunrise up 
like a crescendo of glory every morning. Take 
an evening walk at sunset and stand in awe at 
how God paints the skies. Take a walk any time 
of day and look up at the vastness of His skies 
and let awe fill your eyes and heart and smile.

2. Explore anything new to find new joy: a new 
street, a new book, a new hobby. New things 

Secrets to an 
Awesome Life 
(even in the Midst of some 
Awful, Traumatic Days)
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“When we diminish our egocentric 
size of self, we expand our capacity 
for great joy in God.

5



opens us up in new ways to new wonders.

3. What you see in pixels is never as powerful 
as what you see in person.
Seek in person experiences — at the park, 
at the concert, at the coffee shop across the 
table from a friend instead of across a screen. 
Sometimes what leaves us down, is looking 
down at our pixelated phones, instead of 
looking into in-person, real face.

4. Art remakes broken hearts. Gaze on a 
masterpiece once a week, crank deep moving 
music every morning, read one poem a day. 
Awe in art moves the soul toward hope.

5. Keep an Awesome Book: document daily 
moments of awe, snapping a picture with 
your phone. A crimson leaf at your feet, a 
dog sleeping in a doorway, a steaming cup of 
coffee, a sunset caught in trees. Collate all your 
collected moments of awe in one book, your 
own Awesome Book, all the awe of your life. 
This is all a gift from one awesome God.

Why does awe matter, especially on some 
of our most awful days? Research finds that 
“awe experiences are linked with a decrease in 
markers for chronic inflammation (associated 
with cancer, heart disease, diabetes, arthritis 
and bowel diseases and reduced rumination 
associated with depression . Awe may even 
expand our perception of time and, as another 
study suggests, make us feel less impatient .”

After our own kind of run-on “annus horribilis” 
that’s dragged from one staggering year of 
grief and loss into the next, I can stand on the 
edge of fall, and see what’s held us, what’s 
holding us:

The way through awful is awe.

Daily doses of God-awe is a kind of medicine 
that treats trauma.

Trauma is when pain overwhelms us. Awe is 
when God overwhelms us. Which is why awe 
heals trauma: our deep pain is overwhelmed by 
our great God.

This is why I keep prioritizing the habit of 

daily God-Awe Walks, of Daily Glory Soaks 
when heartache threatens to drown:

Awe heals trauma.

Trauma is healed by God-awe.

The fog lifts from the patient water.

A light wind sighs, satisfied. And the lake 
emerges. I can start to see: Is the whole earth 
full of God’s glory to help a whole world heal of 
painful stories?

All across the shining hills, the leaves whisper 
one flaming good-bye to all that’s been, not 
afraid but radiant.

When the woods blaze with color, if I wait and 
watch, will I see how they combust, ignite, like 
a sacrifice of praise to Him?

I can feel that: All gratitude to God begins with 
awe of God.

If you want to be a more thankful person, you 
need to look for ways to be more in awe.

Openly thankful people are people who are 
open to awe.

Wonder can be found wherever one’s feet are.

And I am simple awed … stilled … and I let go.

I have found whatever the loon was searching 
for, and it’s worth holding on to, letting it hold 
everything:

Drama and trauma are not our soul’s home.
God’s shalom is our home.

October mist rises off the lake’s calm and 
there’s always glorious space in a day to be 
awed by God.

13

“ Trauma is when pain 
overwhelms us. Awe is 
when God overwhelms 
us. Which is why awe 
heals trauma: our deep 
pain is overwhelmed by 
our great God.

by Ann Voskamp

Ann Voskamp is a Canadian author, blogger, 
and memoirist on themes of Christian 
women’s spirituality, and the author of 
five books, including the New York Times 
bestseller, One Thousand Gifts: A Dare to 
Live Fully Right Where You Are, published 
by Zondervan.
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MISSIONARIES OF THE 

MONTH
IN NORTH AMERICA

Trey & Terri Bailey, USA (SCORE)

Tim & Diane Bilbrey, USA (DBMI)

Jenn Morla, Dominican Republic

A New Beginning Crisis Pregnancy Center

Daystar Baptist Mission, Inc.

Jake & Elizabeth Delich, Puerto Rico

Benji & Kerri Dryden, Haiti

Matt & Dallita Goins, Honduras

Becky Hale, USA

Gary & Alli Hale, Dominican Republic

Doug & Paula Hodges, D.R. & Honduras

Huntington City Mission

Chris Katulka, USA (Friends of Israel)

Tom & Selva Kweder, USA

Patrick & Lisa McCoy, USA (Alaska)

Randy & Ellen Mumper, Canada

Gerald & Marguerite Pauley, Canada

 Dan & Jennifer Post, Canada

Wade & Kacey Rainey, Dominican Republic

Nathan & Erin Sayre, USA (Children)

Jason & Sarah Sykes, Dominican Republic

Jerry & Sue Thomas, USA

Nathaniel & Stacy Wall, USA (Mormons)
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Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; 
not as the world gives do I give to you. Let not 
your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 
John 14:27

SACRIFICIAL SERVICE FOR CHRIST

24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in 
my flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for 
the sake of His body, which is the church, 25 of which I 
became a minister according to the stewardship from 
God which was given to me for you, to fulfill the word 
of God, 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages 
and from generations, but now has been revealed to His 
saints. 27 To them God willed to make known what are the 
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: 
which is Christ in you, the hope of glory. 28 Him we preach, 
warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, 
that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus. 29 
To this end I also labor, striving according to His working 
which works in me mightily.

Anna Scott, a missionary to China in the 
1900s, wrote: “I slept in a little side room of 
the chapel…. Though there were two or three 
cats in the chapel the rats scampered over 
my bed and through the little room all night. 
Had it not been for my mosquito net I think 
they would have made personal attacks upon 
me. One of our young lady missionaries was 
careless and put her foot outside of the net 
and a rat gnawed her big toe!”

Despite such conditions, God gave Anna such 
a joy and peace that, when her retirement 
came, she returned home and told her 
supporters, “I am sixty-nine years old, it is 
true, but I am strong and vigorous and I fully 
believe I can do a good work for at least 
another term of six and one-half years.”

And she did!

There are a lot of rats running around—
disagreements, divisions, trials—that could 
nibble away at our peace. But the Lord gives 
a zestful peace the world cannot understand 
and which the world can never remove!

I shall never lose life’s zest, because the last 
turn in the road will be the best.
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As many of you know, John and Brenda 
Gossett, missionaries to Trinidad, have both 
been suffering from health issues. John 
has follicular lymphoma and is traveling 
back and forth from Trinidad for scheduled 
chemotherapy in the US. His latest CT scan 
results were “good”, meaning there were no 
major changes.  Brenda has been dealing with 
serious health issues as well, which currently 
keep her from traveling. Please pray for John 
and Brenda, their ministry and their health 
issues. 

 NEWS FROM THE

  MISSION FIELD

For full updates, go to lmbc.org/missionary-updates

Over the past few months we have received 
word from some of our missionaries concerning 
illnesses they are battling or family members 
that have passed away. We share their stories so 
that you can pray, not only for them, but for their 
families. Many of us have lost loved ones or have 
had to help them through a health crisis, but how 
difficult it must be to be in another country and 
receive word that a parent or sibling has passed 
away. If possible, arrangements must be made to 
travel home, finances must be secured, security 
issues have to be dealt with and a myriad of 
other details covered for those you leave behind 
where you are serving. Will you pray for these 
missionaries listed here and visit 
lmbc.org/missions frequently to find out how 
you can pray for all of our missionaries?

JOHN & BRENDAJOHN & BRENDA

GOSSETTGOSSETT

NAHUM & ARINNAHUM & ARIN

O’BRIENO’BRIEN

JJ & MELISSAJJ & MELISSA

ALDERMANALDERMAN

JENNJENN

MORLAMORLA

RATS!
Written by Dr. David Jeremiah

j.morla@dbmi.org

Jenn (Brogan) Morla, from our own 
congregation, is serving in the Dominican 
Republic. She recently received word that her 
mother, Nona Swagger-Orem, passed away 
suddenly. Please keep Jenn, baby Hannah, and 
the rest of the family in your prayers during 
this difficult time.

We ask you to pray for Nahum O’Brien, 
missionary to Norway, who is battling colon 
cancer. 

We just received word that Melissa Alderman, 
missionary to Togo, has been diagnosed with MS. 
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EQUIPPED 
TO SERVE
by Ann Graham-Lotz

There are different kinds of gifts, but the 

same Spirit. There are different kinds of 

service, but the same Lord.

1 Corinthians 12:4-5, NIV

What God commands you and me to do, He 

equips us for. It’s that simple!

If you want to discover your spiritual gifts, 

start obeying God. Responding to His 

command with “I can’t” is invalid, because 

He will never command you to do something 

that He has not equipped and empowered 

you to do. As you serve Him, you will find 

that He has given you the gifts that are 

necessary to follow through in obedience. 

Any of them. All of them. And if you lack 

any that you need, God will bring people 

alongside you who have the gifts that you 

don’t. Working together, you will accomplish 

the task to the glory of God.

And that’s the body of Christ! That’s the 

church. Individual members of the family, 

each obeying his or her call, exercising the 

particular gifts the Spirit has given so that 

our work is not in vain but produces eternal 

results. So ... get to work! You’re equipped!

DIFFERENCE MAKERS
 SERVE GOD SERVE OTHERS

PROVIDING SUPPORT FOR

KIDS IN NEED
Many of you have been supporting or helping 
with our BackPack Ministry since the day it 
began in 2009 with one school and a handful 
of children. We are now serving 5 schools 
and 140 students. You’ve supported and 
prayed and helped us add schools and feed 
more children throughout the years and we 
appreciate each of you. We were recently 
made aware of another school just down the 
road from us that is in desperate need and 
we are hoping that those who have not yet 
joined us in the mission will help us reach 
these children so they won’t go hungry every 
weekend.. 

The mission is simple: Provide food and the 
love of Jesus (a Gospel message goes home 
each week with every bag) for the children 
every weekend.

Seven years ago it cost approximately $7 
per week to feed a child. Now, the cost 
per child is $16.80. Your participation may 
mean sacrifice but the blessings will be 
immeasurable.

Here are several ways to participate:

• Sponsor a child for a month, just one 
month $67.20. This includes 20 lunch/
dinners, 12-15 snacks, 8 breakfasts items, 
4 drinks and 4 disposable drawstring 
bags, and 8 spoons.
• Sponsor a child for the year $672.
• Supply food: The first of each month, 
we will post items on the media screens 
that we will collect in the two lobbies for 
the whole month. Month 1 - Applesauce, 
pudding, fruit cups
• Join your local Food Fair Community 
Rewards to contribute a percentage of 
grocery $$ every time you shop.

You can be a difference maker in a 
number of areas around the church. 
Visit lmbc.org/serve to find specific 
needs and see where you can serve 
here at LMBC.
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EBENEZER IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO

REACH OUR COMMUNITY
Check here monthly or online for the times and 
events and upcoming opportunities to volunteer or 
participate and help us make a difference. 

Ebenezer calendar 
all at Ebenezer unless otherwise stated

Nov. 8
First Responders Meals 
11 am - 2 pm & 7 - 9 pm

Encouragement & Prayer 
11 am - 2 pm

NOV. 17
Bible Club 
4 - 5:15 pm

Ways to Give:

Offering Boxes
in the Auditorium

lmbc.org 
or our App

By mail

Questions?
     Contact 
        Necia
           Freeman.



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
• Dorothy Collins, Bob Collins’ wife
• Connie Farley, Adam Farley’s wife
• Sue Harris, Alvin Bowyer’s sister-

in-law
• Shirley Musgrave
• Nona Swagger-Orem, Jenn 

Brogan Morla’s mother

Pastoral Staff Birthdays
• 5th - Matt McClay
• 10th - Pastor Lemming

              LOOKING FOR A

      STARTING POINT?
                   How to join our community of faith

1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Come to the next 
Starting Point on
Sunday, Jan. 8, 2023
at 5 pm in the HIS Way 
Cafe (SMB), where you’ll 
meet with our Pastors to 
begin your membership 
experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
Pre-register: lmbc.org/
starting-point
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WANT TO JOIN A 

LIFEGROUP?
Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at 
lmbc.org/connect.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Through the Bible (S104)  ................................................................................
Wall Builders (S100)  .......................................................................................................
Cornerstone (S102)  ..........................................................................................................
Maranatha (Renaissance Room)  .............................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 1 pm
Fearless (S100)  ..............................................................................................................
@ 6 pm
Life Together (HIS Way Cafe)  .........................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Encouraging Friends Ministry (112)  ...................................................................
@ 6:30 pm
At Home with the Word (Tardy Home)  .................................................
Broken Together (Thompson Home)  ...............................................
It’s Always Something (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 6:45 pm
Abundant Life (L108)  ................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
West Ridge Bible Study (WC Auditorium)  ...............................................................
Selah (L114)  .................................................................................................................
Friends of God (Renaissance Room)  .............................................
Friends of God 2.0 (Backpack House)  ..................................................................
Just Prayer (L104)  ...........................................................................................................
Rooted in Christ (F207)  ...............................................................
Whosoever (Northside House)  ..................................................................................

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 pm
Believing, Belonging, & Becoming (HIS Way Cafe)  ...............................

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Journey with Him (L110)  .....................................................................................................

MONDAYS @ 6 pm
Daughters of the King (S100)  .........................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 9:30 am
Kingdom Seekers (Tardy Home)  ......................................................................
@ 10 am
At His Feet (S100)  ..........................................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 pm
4Ever His (L107)  ................................................................................................................
Knowing God’s Heart (F205)  ...............................................................................
*Embrace Grace (L106) *for single pregnant ladies  ....................................................

THURSDAYS @ 10 am
Women of Strength (HIS Way Cafe)  ..........................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Westridge Wisdom (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 7 pm
Men of Truth (HIS Way Cafe)  .....................................................................................
Iron Sharpeners (L110)  ..............................................................................................

SUNDAYS @ 9 am
Willing Workers (L108)  ............................................................................................
Young at Heart (L114)  .............................................................................................

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.
Jared Blankenship

Steve Bragg
Tim Koletka

Chuck Daniel

TUESDAYS @ 1 p.m.
Estep/Wyrick

Tim Yates

Kate McMullen

Steve & Vicky Tardy
Dan & Terri Thompson

Chuck Daniel

Gary McMullen

Tim Yates
Nathan McClay

David & Mary Lemming
Sergent/Ball
Donna Nash

Jonah & MaKayla Howerton
Sargent/Fry

Thurman Lowder

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.
Hale/Tritz

Shaffer/Lemming

Tardy/McMullen

Beth Jenkins

Leah Adkins
Hager/Bashore
Angela Cantley

Mullens/Foreman

SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.
Jeremy Shaffer

Steve Bragg
Matheny/Miller

SUNDAYS @ 9 a.m.
Richard Sexton
Bill Blankenship
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