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MAY 2022

15th

8th 

A family photo spot will be available in the lower lobby

22nd

1st Also this month:

12th
Widows Luncheon
• 12:30 pm, Renaissance Room

13th
PrimeTime Celebrates 
Mothers
• 6 pm, Renaissance Room

Fried chicken, ham, potato 
salad, and baked beans will be 
provided. You can bring a veggie 
or dessert. We will be honoring 
the oldest and youngest mother 
as well as the mother with the 
most children. Sign up with Vida 
or Blanche, or by calling the 
church office (304-736-7676). 

 

25th
OCC 2021 Report
• 7 pm, WC Auditorium

Want to hear the fruits of 
your giving to Operation 
Christmas Child this past 
Christmas season? Lynne 
Rienstra will be here to share 
details and pictures during 
our West Ridge Bible Study 
at 7 pm in the Worship 
Center Auditorium. Hear how 
lives were changed by your 
generosity! 

30th
Memorial Day
Church Offices and Campus 
Closed

Mark Your Calendar:

June 6-10
Back Pack VBS @ Ebenezer

 June 13-17
  VBS

  *details on pg. 13

 June 19

Can’t be here 
in-person?

Join us live Sundays 
at 9 & 10:45 am 

on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

ROOTED

Read about the 
2022 Reading 
plan(s) on pg. 15

Our Rooted Bible reading 
plan will guide you to 
develop a regular Bible 
reading habit and get 
rooted in God’s Word.

Other calendars:

LKC (kids)
Refuel (teens)
Rooted (Bible)
Ebenezer

pg. 12
pg. 12
pg. 15
pg. 21

2 3

Show your neighbors the 
love of Christ by showing 
that you care. When we 

demonstrate compassion 
and actively seek ways 
to help others, we open 
opportunities to share 

Jesus.

First ResponderS 
Sunday 

Want to find out more 
about LMBC? Attend our 

next Starting Point session 
on Sunday, May 15

at 5 pm in the HIS Way Cafe

5th                                                     *details on pg. 7

15th
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THE

PROVERBS 31 
WOMAN

The Proverbs 31 model of womanhood is a 
beautiful description of a godly mother 
and a virtuous wife. Unfortunately, 

contemporary society has redefined gender 
roles and directly opposes the clear teaching 
of the Bible. The secular world embraces the 
“Hollywood model” and shuns “the Biblical 
model” as antiquated, outdated, and rather 
unsophisticated. Both views present a sharp 
contrast, and the gap is getting broader every 
day as culture moves further and further away 
from the Bible. Thankfully, the biblical model 
is firmly anchored in Scripture and is therefore 
consistent, unchanging, and reveals the mind of 
God. While both models diametrically oppose 
each other, the challenge for the believer is 
to reject the lies of culture and embrace the 
example of Proverbs 31. How does the Bible 
describe the Proverbs 31 woman? Let me share 
some characteristics from the text.  
  
First and foremost, the Proverbs 31 woman is 
a “virtuous wife” (vv. 10-12). She’s a woman of 
valor, substance, character, and moral strength. 
Her value (worth) exceeds rubies or precious 
jewels. Very few men can find a wife like her; 
she’s truly in the minority. She’s completely 
trustworthy, reliable, and would never betray 
her husband. In fact, she “does him good” (tob) 
or “best” all the days of her life. She’s devoted 
to his “best” interest above all others. She 
understands marriage is the primary relationship 
and motherhood is the secondary relationship. 
The virtuous woman has the intestinal fortitude 
(commitment) to communicate and demonstrate 
a stable marriage before her children. She’s 
intentional; a woman of integrity who publicly 
prioritizes her marriage (v. 12). She’s a wife first 
and a mother second. She’s a woman of biblical 
priorities.     

Second, the Proverbs 31 woman is industrious 
(vv. 13-16).  In fact, she’s a seamstress (v. 13), 
provider of food (v. 14-15), an early riser, and 
a businesswoman (v. 16).  She contributes 
to her family budget, and she can stretch a 
dollar. She’s super intelligent, an investor, 

1 Thomas, R. L. (1998). In New American Standard 
Hebrew-Aramaic and Greek dictionaries : updated edition. 
Foundation Publications, Inc.

by Tim Yates

Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who oversees the Life Groups 
at Lewis Memorial. Tim and his wife Myra grew up locally and 

graduated from Barboursville High School. Both Tim and Myra are 
multiplying small group leaders and thoroughly enjoy their role as 

trainers and equippers for the glory of God. They have a passion 
for making disciples and mentoring small group apprentices.



In the book of Hebrews there is a powerful verse that is often quoted concerning prayer: “Let 
us then with confidence draw near to the throne of grace, that we may receive mercy and 

find grace to help in time of need” (Hebrews 4:16). However, I fear we miss the power behind 
the verse because we don’t take a minute and consider its context. Think of it this way: the 
confidence that we have to go boldly to the Lord in prayer is all based upon the simple fact 
that we have a Great High Priest. The High Priestly nature of Jesus is likely to be the most 

distinctive theme of Hebrews and is quintessential to the theology of the book.     

As our High Priest, Jesus suffered in His human form so that He could fully understand and 
sympathize with us. As our High Priest, Jesus’ sacrifice tore down the veil between God and 
mankind, making reconciliation with God possible. As our High Priest, Jesus returned to His 
rightful place at God’s right hand where He makes intercession for us – and we will follow 
Him through the heavens one glorious day! It’s our Great High Priest, Jesus Himself, who 

gives us the confidence (and the rights) to barrage God’s throne with prayer. We need to take 
advantage of what He has so graciously provided us and make prayer a life-long priority!  

On Thursday, May 5th we will be having our annual National Day of Prayer event in the 
Renaissance Room of the Family Life Center. There is no formal service, feel free to stop by 
anytime between 7-8 pm to pray for the needs of our nation – and our nation desperately 

needs prayer warriors! Prayer brochures are provided detailing the specific needs, and don’t 
forget to bring your family too! Teaching children the power of prayer starts by setting a good 

example.  See you there!  

**If you can’t make it to the event but still want to pray for our nation, 
visit lmbc.org/ndop for a prayer guide.      

THURSday, MAY 5 @ 7 pm

6 72 Ibid.,

and financially savvy. She’s a multi-tasker 
extraordinaire. She’s intuitive, inventive, and 
super organized. She’s content and enjoys 
her family. She doesn’t need the latest and 
the greatest. Furthermore, she’s not slothful, 
idle nor lethargic. She’s a doer and doing 
for her family is what she loves best. The 
Proverbs 31 woman is industrious, creative, 
and productive.  

Third, the Proverbs 31 woman is resourceful. 
She can take care of herself both physically 
and mentally (vv. 17-24). She’s not weak (v. 
17), her arms are strong, and she has good 
taste. She’s mentally perceptive and doesn’t 
waste money on junk. She’s disciplined, 
energetic, manages the household schedule, 
and even works during the night (v. 18). 
Her hands are constantly busy and she 
can make just about anything (v. 19). She’s 
compassionate and benevolent. Her arms are 
always open to the needy and she reaches 
out her hands to help the poor (v. 20). She 
doesn’t fear the snow and makes sure her 
family dresses warm during the winter (v. 
21). She can make “tapestry,” quilts, and 
even bedspreads. She dresses appropriately, 
modestly, and tastefully (v. 22). Merchants 
are impressed by her skill and craftsmanship. 
They celebrate her clothing, sashes, and linen 
garments (v. 24). She is innovative, creative, 
and her product is first class. The Proverbs 31 
woman is very resourceful.

Fourth, the Proverbs 31 woman is wise (v. 
25-27). Her clothing is described as “strength 
and honor” and not just designer labels. 
She’s a woman full of joy (v. 25). In fact, the 
word “rejoice” (sachaq) is also translated 
to laugh, make merry, and to smile. Thank 
God for women who are joyful, smiling, 
and always laughing. The wise, sagacious 
woman in Proverbs 31 saw the importance 
of laughter. From a personal standpoint, the 
best memories of my childhood were seeing 
my mother and father laugh, joke, giggle, and 
act silly. Wise is the woman who can keep her 
spouse and children laughing. Home is fun and 
home should be a happy place. 
Furthermore, she uses her tongue for the 
glory of God. When she opens her mouth 

wisdom pours out and she abides by the “law 
of kindness” (v. 26). Her eyes are always open 
to the needs of her household and her goal is 
to always meet the needs of her family. The 
Proverbs 31 woman is wise. 

Fifth, the Proverbs 31 woman is respected, 
praised, and fears the Lord (v. 28-31). The 
Scripture tells us her children respect her, and 
her husband sings her praise. She’s virtually 
unknown but greatly adored by the people 
who matter most in her life. To others…
She’s not impressive. But to her family she’s 
everything. She’s the hero of her household. 
While others do well and accomplish great 
things, the Proverbs 31 woman exceeds and 
excels them all. She understands charm, 
charisma, and beauty fade away. But the 
woman who has awe and extreme reverence 
for the Lord shall shine for the glory of God 
and always be praised.   

Conclusion

Which model do you identify with? The 
“Hollywood model” or the “Proverbs model? 
Does culture dictate your character? Or does 
the Bible shape who you are? I’m not going 
to lie to you. The qualities listed in the text 
are lofty. Perhaps even some are beyond 
reach. Today I want to encourage you to read 
through Proverbs 31:10-31 and slowly begin to 
implement the godly attributes given in the 
biblical text. Understand you’re on a lifelong 
journey toward Christlikeness. The standard 
is high but the stakes are even higher. So, 
make good choices. Choose to be a virtuous 
wife, a godly mother, and a woman of valor 
and dedication. Choose to be industrious, 
resourceful, and wise. Fill your home with joy, 
happiness, and cheer. But above all things 
choose to walk in the fear of the Lord all the 
days of your life. Hopefully, with a little help 
from the Holy Spirit, you’re on your way to
becoming a Proverbs 31 woman.  



KNEELING AMONG LIONS
Learning to Pray like Daniel

8

Tucked away in the book of Daniel, 
sandwiched between stories about fiery 
furnaces and lions on the one hand, and 

visions of statues, beasts, and rising kings 
on the other, is an extended prayer with a 
shockingly immediate answer.

Daniel 9 contains an extended, earnest, and 
heartfelt prayer by the prophet. And before 
he even says “Amen,” the angel Gabriel is 
standing before him, ready to give insight 
and understanding to the broken-hearted 
prophet. What did Daniel pray that caused 
God to immediately dispatch an angel with an 
answer? And can Daniel’s prayer instruct us 
today in how to pray?

Plot Against Prayer

Daniel’s prayer is a dated prayer. “In the first 
year of Darius the son of Ahasuerus” (Daniel 
9:1). And the particular timing mentioned 
draws attention to one of the most famous 
stories in the Bible. At the end of Daniel 5, 
Darius the Mede conquers the Chaldeans 
and dethrones Belshazzar. In chapter 6, he 
appoints 120 local rulers as governors over his 
kingdom, with high officials overseeing them. 
Daniel is one of these high officials. Indeed, he 
is distinguished above all of the high officials 
because of the excellent spirit (or is it Spirit?) 
residing in him (Daniel 6:1–3).

Darius plans to elevate Daniel over all the 
other officials, provoking them to jealousy. 
They then plot to find fault with Daniel in 
hopes of bringing him down. After examining 
his life, they conclude, “We shall not find 
any ground for complaint against this Daniel 
unless we find it in connection with the law of 
his God” (Daniel 6:5).

Soon enough, they do find a ground for 
complaint against Daniel — his habits of 
prayer. Daniel’s custom is to pray three 
times per day with an open window facing 
Jerusalem. The jealous officials manipulate 
Darius into passing an irrevocable decree 
against praying to anyone except the king 
(Daniel 6:6–9). And Daniel’s defiance of this 
decree famously lands him in the lions’ den 
(Daniel 6:10–16).

What is the relevance for the prayer of Daniel 
9? It’s likely that Daniel 9 is the sort of prayer 
that Daniel was praying with that famous 
window open. What’s more, if we’re attentive 
to the whole Scriptures, we can better 
understand why Daniel was praying with a 
window open facing Jerusalem.

Solomon, Jeremiah, and 
Daniel

In 1 Kings 8, Solomon is dedicating the 
temple of the Lord. As he nears the end of 
his prayer, he contemplates the possibility 
(and even likelihood) that the people of Israel 
will sin grievously against God. When they 
do, God will, in fulfillment of the warnings of 
Deuteronomy, give them over to their enemies 
so that Israel will be carried captive into a 
foreign land.

Nevertheless, God will remain faithful to his 
promises and his people, even as he sends 
them into exile. In Solomon’s request, notice 
the specific direction his exiled people ought 
to pray:

Yet if they turn their heart in the land to 
which they have been carried captive, and 
repent and plead with you in the land of 
their captors, saying, “We have sinned and 
have acted perversely and wickedly,” if they 
repent with all their heart and with all their 
soul in the land of their enemies, who carried 
them captive, and pray to you toward their 
land, which you gave to their fathers, the 
city that you have chosen, and the house 
that I have built for your name, then hear 
in heaven your dwelling place their prayer 
and their plea, and maintain their cause 
and forgive your people who have sinned 
against you, and all their transgressions 
that they have committed against you, and 
grant them compassion in the sight of those 
who carried them captive, that they may 
have compassion on them (for they are 
your people, and your heritage, which you 
brought out of Egypt, from the midst of the 
iron furnace). (1 Kings 8:47–51)

9



Solomon specifically mentions repenting 
and praying from exile toward Israel, toward 
Jerusalem. Thus, Daniel’s actions make perfect 
sense. He is following Solomon’s instructions 
in hope that God will have compassion and 
restore his people.

Beyond Solomon’s dedication, the immediate 
cause of Daniel’s prayer is Jeremiah’s 
prophecy concerning the seventy weeks. 
Recorded in Jeremiah 25, the prophet rebukes 
Israel for her stubbornness and promises 
God’s judgment through Nebuchadnezzar, 
king of Babylon, who will lay waste to Israel. 
Babylon will be triumphant for seventy 
years, after which God will bring judgment 
upon them for their own sins. Daniel has this 
prophecy in mind when he offers his own 
prayer of repentance (Daniel 9:2).

Lessons from Daniel’s Prayer

These particulars matter. Daniel offered this 
prayer at a specific moment in redemptive 
history, under the covenant that God made 
with Moses, during the time when Jerusalem 
was the center of the spiritual universe. Today 
we are in a different redemptive era, under the 
new covenant, when the heavenly Jerusalem is 
the center of the universe.

Nonetheless, there are truths that span the 
covenants. Despite our differences in time, 
redemptive era, location, and circumstances, 
Daniel’s prayer was still “written for our 
instruction, that . . . we might have hope” 
(Romans 15:4). So how does Daniel’s prayer 
give us hope?

Confess Clearly

First, Daniel says “Amen” to God’s judgment. 
Daniel’s prayer is fundamentally a prayer of 
confession and repentance. Again and again, 
Daniel acknowledges the sin of God’s people. 
“We have sinned. We have done wrong. We 
have acted wickedly. We have rebelled. We 
have turned aside from your commandments. 
We have not listened to your prophets. We 
have committed treachery. We have not 
obeyed your voice.” Twenty times, Daniel 

acknowledges that Israel has sinned. You will 
look in vain for any rationalizations in this 
prayer. Daniel is not asking God to excuse 
Israel’s sin; he is asking God to forgive Israel’s 
sin. And forgiveness begins with saying 
“Amen” to God’s judgment.

And this instructs us. We all are prone to 
justify and rationalize our sin, to ask God to 
excuse us for what we’ve done, rather than 
asking him to forgive us for what we’ve done. 
But Daniel teaches us to mince no words in 
confession, to use no euphemisms, to soft-
pedal no transgressions; indeed, the great 
variety of terms for sin and wickedness in his 
prayer teaches us to labor to be clear before 
God about the precise ways that we have 
fallen short of his standards.

Remember Specifically

Second, Daniel remembers God’s word and 
God’s works. In confessing, Daniel directly 
quotes Deuteronomy 7:9, and frames his 
prayer by Israel’s failure to obey the law of 
Moses (Daniel 9:11). In punishing Israel, God 
is simply confirming the oaths and curses he 
laid down in Deuteronomy 28. Even more than 
that, Daniel remembers the great works of 
God, especially the exodus, when God brought 
his people out of Egypt with a mighty hand 
(Daniel 9:15).

This too instructs us. God is pleased with 
Bible-shaped and Scripture-saturated 
prayers. It is good and right for us to orient 
our confession, our repentance, and our 
supplications in light of God’s laws, his 
promises, and his warnings. By using Scripture 
to frame our own prayers, we approach God 
in a way that he has established, with words 
that he has inspired, and thus we have greater 
confidence that he will hear and answer.

Plead Confidently

Third, Daniel pleads for God’s mercy. Even 
as he says “Amen” to the judgment of God, 
Daniel appeals to Yahweh’s mercy and 
forgiveness (Daniel 9:9). Daniel knows that 
judgment is not God’s final word. And thus, 

by Joe Rigney

Joe Rigney is president of Bethlehem College & 
Seminary and a teacher for desiringGod.org. He is a 

husband, father of three, and pastor at Cities Church. 
His most recent book is More Than a Battle: How to 

Experience Victory, Freedom, and Healing from Lust.

he asks for God to again shine his face on his 
sanctuary (Daniel 9:17), and to turn aside his 
anger that has cast his people into exile. In 
doing so, Daniel demonstrates his deep faith 
in Yahweh’s fundamental character toward 
his people: he is a God compassionate and 
merciful, slow to anger, and abounding in 
steadfast love (Exodus 34:6–7).

We too can approach God’s throne with 
confidence because we know it is a throne of 
grace. Whatever chastisement and discipline 
he brings, mercy reigns in the heart of God. He 
will by no means clear the guilty, but he loves 
to forgive those who turn to him in humble 
faith.

Unifying Thread

Finally, what ties these elements together 
is God’s righteousness — his unswerving 
commitment to uphold the glory of his 
name. Underneath Daniel’s “Amen” to God’s 
judgment, underneath Daniel’s remembrance 
of God’s word and works, and underneath 
Daniel’s appeal to God’s mercy is Daniel’s 
sure faith that God is uppermost in God’s 
affections. To the Lord belongs righteousness, 
and therefore he has punished his people 
(Daniel 9:7). His judgment is a fulfillment of his 
commitment to his word; he will not overlook 
transgressions against his law (Daniel 9:11–12). 
He is righteous to bring this judgment.

But more than that, he is righteous in showing 
mercy. Daniel appeals to God’s love for 
his name. God made a name for himself in 
delivering Israel from Egypt (Daniel 9:15). And 
now, Daniel roots his plea for mercy in God’s 
righteousness (Daniel 9:16). Israel has become 
a byword; the nations mock at the once-great 
nation and the once-great city of Jerusalem. 
But this nation and this city are called by the 
name of Yahweh. And therefore, Daniel’s final 

plea is not based on Israel’s righteousness, but 
on God’s name.

Now therefore, O our God, listen to the 
prayer of your servant and to his pleas for 
mercy, and for your own sake, O Lord, make 
your face to shine upon your sanctuary, 
which is desolate. O my God, incline your 
ear and hear. Open your eyes and see our 
desolations, and the city that is called by 
your name. For we do not present our pleas 
before you because of our righteousness, 
but because of your great mercy. O Lord, 
hear; O Lord, forgive. O Lord, pay attention 
and act. Delay not, for your own sake, O my 
God, because your city and your people are 
called by your name. (Daniel 9:17–19)

So too for us. When we approach God, we do 
not come based on our righteousness. How 
could we? Instead, we beg God to act on our 
behalf for his own sake. Indeed, as those who 
live under God’s new covenant, we appeal to 
him in the name of his Son Jesus. We plead for 
God to hear and forgive and pay attention and 
act on our behalf because we are called by the 
name of his Son, the great and awesome God 
who keeps covenant and steadfast love with 
his blood-bought people.

“ ... Daniel teaches us to mince no words 
in confession, to use no euphemisms, to 
soft-pedal no transgressions.

10 11
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*Sunday Mornings 
WC lower level

1: God Defeated Jericho
8: God Gave the People the 
Land
15: Joshua Challenged the 
People
22: God’s Miracles Prove Who 
He Is
29: The People Kept Sinning

Weds @ 7pm 
in the FLC

4: Bible for Life
11: Bible for Life
18: Bible for Life
25: Talent Night

Visit 
lmbc.org/bibleforlife 
to practice our memory 
work at home! June 13-17

In a time long long ago, the first century to be exact, there was 

a Pharisee who met with Jesus by night, only to be faced with a 

challenge. Jesus told Him that in order to receive eternal life in 

Heaven that he must be born again. It was a riddle of sorts, but 

that man would eventually find its meaning. Not too long after 

that night another Pharisee, by the name of Saul, embarked on a 

journey but his plan was to persecute and destroy the Christians. 

However, as he engaged in this great war, he faced a much 

greater opponent, Jesus, and was forever changed. Saul became 

the meaning of “a man born again”. Join us this June for an “out 

of this world” look at this great man of God.

If you are interested in serving with us for VBS, 

contact Rebekah Shaffer at r.shaffer@lmbc.org

VBS 2022

Thursdays from 
4-5:15 pm
@ Ebenezer

26: Bible Club

Visit lmbc.org/lkc or 
ask to join our 
Facebook group

*We are looking for volunteers who would like to serve in our 
K-3 age range once a month in the first and second service on 
Sundays. If you are interested, please contact the church office 
or Rebekah Shaffer at r.shaffer@lmbc.org.
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE: 
#3 The Atlas
When I was just starting out in this life-long pursuit 
of reading my Bible, I rarely spent any time with that 
collection of maps in the back of my Bible. Today, many 
study Bibles include various maps and charts at points 
where it would be helpful to have a geographical frame 
of reference, but an Atlas is the tool that you need to 
take that geographical study to the next level. It is quite 
possible to read and understand the Bible without ever 
cracking open an Atlas, but the use of an Atlas can 
bring so much clarity to the Word of God that it would 
be a disservice if I didn’t at least make you aware of its 
potential.

At the most basic level, an Atlas is a collection of maps 
that focus on the places that are referenced in the Bible’s 
narrative, but there is much, much more. An Atlas can 
show you the importance of geography as it related to 
climate, history, archaeology, and topography. But even 
more than all these features, the Bible tells the story of 
God meeting real people in real time and real places, yet 
we rarely ask the question, “why here.” People who take 
trips the Holy Land want to walk where Jesus walked, 
they want to visit the places where significant Biblical 
events happen, they want to view the Bible’s landscape 
from their own first-person perspective. They do this 
because they realize the value that geography plays in 
the Bible’s narrative; besides, I’ve never heard of a person 
tell me that their trip to the Holy Land was not beneficial 
to their Bible study!

Here are a few recommended Atlas’ to get you started.  
ESV Concise Bible Atlas by David P. Barrett. If you want 
a short and quick guide to get your feet wet, then is 
the one that you want. This is the shorten version of the 
much larger edition from Crossway. Zondervan Essential 
Atlas of the Bible by Carl Rasmussen. This is a basic 
Atlas written by a man who served as the Dean of the 
Institute of Holy Land studies in Jerusalem for many 
years. The Basic Bible Atlas: A Fascinating Guide to the 
Land of the Bible by John A. Beck. This Atlas claims to 
be basic but what I really like is how the author weaves 
the narrative of the Bible into its geographical context. In 
other words, it’s not a collection of random Bible maps, 
it is a purposeful tracing of the history of salvation that 
stops along the way to demonstrate the value of physical 
settings and places. I’ve given you three choices, but 
there are many more out there. It’s time to go beyond the 
back of your Bible and find an Atlas that will add more 
insight to your Bible reading.

If you have any questions about the reading plans, 
send them to biblereading@lmbc.org.  

ROOTED

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

31st

Psalms 52-54

Joshua 22-24

Judges 1-3

Judges 4-6

Judges 7-8

Judges 9-10

Judges 11-12

Psalms 55-56

Judges 13-15

Judges 16-18

Judges 19-21

Ruth 1-4

1 Samuel 1-3

1 Samuel 4-6

Psalms 57-59

1 Samuel 7-9

1 Samuel 10-12

1 Samuel 13-14

1 Samuel 15-16

1 Samuel 17-18

1 Samuel 19-21

Psalms 60-63

1 Samuel 22-24

1 Samuel 25-26

1 Samuel 27-29

1 Samuel 30-31

2 Samuel 1-2

2 Samuel 3-4

Psalms 64-67

2 Samuel 5-6

2 Samuel 7-8

OT Pathway NT Pathway

Psalms 52-54

Luke 13:1-21

Luke 13:22-35

Luke 14

Luke 15

Luke 16

Luke 17

Psalms 55-56

Luke 18

Luke 19:1-27

Luke 19:28-48

Luke 20

Luke 21

Luke 22:1-38

Psalms 57-59

Luke 22:39-71

Luke 23

Luke 24:1-35

Luke 24:36-53

Acts 1

Acts 2:1-21

Psalms 60-63

Acts 2:22-47

Acts 3

Acts 4:1-22

Acts 4:23-37

Acts 5:1-16

Acts 5:17-42

Psalms 64-67

Acts 6

Acts 7:1-22
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Grow in your faith by staying rooted in 
the Word of God. You can follow either 

pathway or do both!

God’s love is the ultimate source of 
encouragement. The more we discover 
and experience just how much He loves 
us, the more hope we have for the 
future. God has designed a plan and 
purpose for your life - and it brings Him 
joy to see you flourish. Enjoy these four 
reminders from Scripture about the 
character and depth of God’s love for 
you:

God’s Love is Everlasting
“The Lord HAS APPEARED OF OLD TO 
ME, SAYING, ‘Yes, I have loved you with an 
everlasting love; therefore with lovingkindess, 
I have drawn you.’”
Jeremiah 31:3 NKJV

God’s Love Brings Peace
“The Lord your God in your midst, the Mighty 
One, will save; He will rejoice over you with 
gladness. He will quiet you with His love. He 
will rejoice over you with singing.” 
Zephaniah 3:17 NKJV

God’s Love Brings Peace
“Who shall separate us from the love of 
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or 
persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, 
or sword?” 
Romans 8:35 NKJV

God’s Love GIVES US HOPE
“But as it is written: ‘Eye has not seen, nor ear 
heard, nor have entered into the heart of man the 
things which God has prepared for those who love 
Him.” 
1 Corinthians 2:9 NKJV

*All text is from Our Daily Bread Newsletter, Spring 
2022

GROW deeper
Experience
God’s Love Anew



“Come, return to the LORD. He has torn us 
to pieces; now He will heal us. He has injured 
us; now He will bandage our wounds. In just a 
short time He will restore us, so that we may 
live in His presence. Oh, that we might know 
the LORD! Let us press on to know Him. He 
will respond to us as surely as the arrival of the 
dawn or the coming of rains in early spring.” 
Hosea 6:1-3

I recently did a Bible study called “Faithful 
Love”1 which focuses on the book of Hosea. 
Hosea is actually one of my favorite books 

of the Old Testament and I have read and 
studied it often. However, this time things hit 
me a bit differently, perhaps because it has 
been a while since I’ve studied it, or maybe 
because I’m using a different study method. 
One of the things that captured my attention 
was Hosea’s prayer in chapter 6. I don’t 
remember noticing before what great words 
of wisdom Hosea prayed over the people in 
verses 1-3. In the first three weeks, as I read 
and studied through the first five chapters 
which describe God’s people chasing after 

other gods, God’s anger with His people for 
their idolatry, and their refusal to return to Him 
– it has been quite easy, or at least tempting, 
to convince myself that I do not have idols or 
practice idolatry. Of course, according to the 
definition of idolatry, this would mean that I 
never devote myself to anything more than I 
devote myself and time to God.

The definition of idolatry, according to Webster, 
is “the worship of idols or excessive devotion 
to, or reverence for some person or thing.” 
An idol is anything that replaces the one, true 
God.2

 
In reality, I felt the Holy Spirit nudging me 
to at least consider a few things – people, 
pleasures, foods, time, etc. – that I sometimes, 
if not often or regularly, tend to place before 
God.
 
So, on the day when my Bible Study time 
included the passage from Hosea 6:1-3 along 
with Lamentations 3:22-24, and 1 Peter 5:6-
7, it was an eye-opening reminder to not 

be fooled. Just because we’ve dressed our 
idols up in the 21st century, allowing them 
to become commonplace – so much so that 
many are widely accepted in homes and 
communities and even churches – doesn’t 
mean they are any less of an idol.
 
Maybe this doesn’t hit you the same way that 
it hits me – maybe you have all possibilities of 
idolatry under control – but if I’m honest – I 
don’t. I have – through the nearly 60 years of 
my life - struggled from time to time with the 
issue. So, I find myself thankful that, like Israel, 
even when I have turned to other “gods” – I 
am, by God’s grace and mercy, invited to 
return to the Lord with the assurance that He 
will respond. James said it like this in chapter 
4, verse 8 –  “Come close to God, and God 
will come close to you. Wash your hands, you 
sinners; purify your hearts, for your loyalty is 
divided between God and the world.”

The testimony of Scripture is that God alone 
is worthy of worship. Idol worship robs God 
of the glory that is rightfully His, and that is 
something He will not tolerate (Isaiah 42:8). 
Idolatry extends beyond the worship of idols 
and images and false gods. Our modern idols 
are many and varied. Even for those who do 
not bow physically before a statue, idolatry is a 
matter of the heart—pride, self-centeredness, 
greed, gluttony, a love for possessions, and 
ultimately rebellion against God. Is it any 
wonder that God hates it?3

“Whoring after other gods”, a phrase used 
many times in the Bible,  seems like a harsh 
and awful statement – but it is nonetheless 
what God said His people were doing in 
Hosea’s day, what James warned against in 
the New Testament, and sadly what I know I 
have been guilty of at times. Thankfully, as the 
author of Lamentations pointed out, God’s 
love is Faithful and His mercies are new every 
morning. This has been one of my life verses 
since I was 28 years old and I’m still clinging 
to it today. The thought of it fills me with 
hope, for I know because of God’s great love 
I am not consumed! Instead, I am invited into 
His presence. I’m given the gift of His Word 

and His Spirit and entreated to know Him 
more, and I have learned that knowledge is 
power. In this case – it is power against sin, 
as indicated by David in Psalm 119:11 where he 
wrote, “I have hidden Your Word in my heart, 
that I might not sin against You.”

One thing I have realized in my fight against 
idolatry, if I am busy pressing forward to 
know God more, I am less likely to turn away 
to other ‘gods’.   MefromtheNsideout.com

God’s Word isn’t just power against sin 
though, it is also the knowledge of what 
pleases Him and it offers us the power to see 
sin, turn from it, and do what is right. Consider 
the words of Paul to Timothy, “All Scripture is 
inspired by God and is useful to teach us what 
is true and to make us realize what is wrong in 
our lives. It corrects us when we are wrong and 
teaches us to do what is right. God uses it to 
prepare and equip his people to do every good 
work.” 2 Timothy 3:16-17 NLT

Oh, how I pray for faithfulness to Him – a 
faithfulness that imitates His faithful love to 
me, leads me closer to Him, keeps me mindful 
of what is right to do, and quickly repentant 
of any sin. May I heed the words of Hosea 
and be quick and faithful to turn back to God 
and press on to know Him more and more. 
Why? Because of these words from Hosea 
chapter four – “My people are destroyed for 
lack of knowledge … and a people without 
understanding will come to ruin”.  Hosea 4:6 
and 16
 

KNOWLEDGE IS 

POWER

1  https://lovegodgreatly.com/lgg/faithful-love/
2 What is the definition of idolatry? | GotQuestions.org

3 What is the definition of idolatry? | GotQuestions.org

by Mary Ellen Black

Mary Ellen is a member of the LMBC office staff and the 
copy and content editor for Connect Magazine. She is the 
leader of the Insideout Life Group at LMBC and host of the 
online Bible Study, Journey Through the Word. Her mission 

is to encourage, equip, and empower women to have a 
full and vibrant relationship with God and a passion for His 
Word. She is the mother of two grown daughters, the Oma 

(grandmother) of one grandson, and the writer and creator of 
the blog “Me from the Insideout” (mefromthensideout.com)
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MISSIONARIES OF THE 

MONTH
IN AFRICA

JJ & Melissa Alderman, Togo

Bret & Katie Anderson, Tanzania

SECURED SECURED C. Family, Egypt

Adam & Faith Drake, Togo

Diana Ferrell, Uganda

John & Kidst Getaneh, Zambia

SECURED SECURED G. Family, Egypt

Pascal & Becky Grenade, Mauritius

Justin & Rachel Hoy, Senegal

Darin & Kathy Ishler, Kenya

Jim & Connie Jeremias, Kenya

SECURED SECURED W. Family, North Africa

Tom & Marilyn Wilson, South Africa

18 19

The latest letter from the Getaneh family, who 
minister to the deaf in Zambia, was filled with 
much excitement. 

“I was so blessed to receive a report from Bro. 
Liplililo. He was one of our teachers at Faith 
Baptist Deaf School Kanyama branch. He was 
also a song leader and a soul winner. About two 
months ago, the Ministry of Education hired him 
and his wife as teachers. He was posted quite 
close to the newest province in Zambia where he 
was able to lead 21 deaf people to the Lord and 
has started to disciple some who are deaf.”

This in itself is exciting but he went on to share, 

“It was in 1998, where God helped me to start a 
Bible Institute for the Deaf at Munali boarding 
school. I was teaching many deaf there, who 
came for their high school from all over Zambia. 
Liplialilo was one of them. Now, I start to see 
the fruits. Many of them posted and paid by the 
government as teachers of the Deaf where they 
reach the deaf in all parts of Zambia. God always 
has a plan.”

We wanted to write and keep you updated 
on our current situation. We had to leave 
Egypt a few weeks ago. As I mentioned in 
our last letter we knew this was coming. By 
the time we left, we could not renew our 
passports, renew our car license, exchange 
money, we had to close our bank account, 
and then had our phone service cut off. 
We had prayed for clarity in God’s will and 
certainly got it.

We will go back to the 10/40 Window to 
preach the gospel to Muslims, Lord willing.  
There are countries we are praying about and 
trusting the Lord to show us what is next. 
We did not take the furlough we had planned 
last year, so we are planning a 1-year furlough 
now. During this time we hope to visit with 
many of our supporting churches that we 
have not seen in many years, and prepare for 
the next steps of ministry.

We plan to go back and visit the friends we 
left in Egypt. Lord willing we can take a trip 
this fall. It was difficult to say good-bye to 
everyone, but I hope I can keep in touch 
with many of them, continue to build those 
relationships, and see the Lord work in their 
lives.

For more from this family visit https://lmbc.
org/blog/2022/04/06/update-from-the-c-
family

 NEWS FROM THE

 MISSION FIELD

For full updates, go to lmbc.org/missionary-updates

The Hoy family, ministering in Senegal, recently 
wrote asking for us to partner with them in prayer, 
specifically that God would equip and send out 
His laborers into “His harvest”. Here’s why - “Here 
in West Africa evangelical believers make up a 
tiny minority of the population. Our first response 
might be to pray for God to send a great harvest 
of new believers. However, in Luke 10:2, Jesus 
identifies the problem as a lack of “laborers,” not 
a problem with the harvest”. His response to the 
problem is to pray for more laborers. They went 
on to write - “In the real world, an untrained farm 
laborer would be ineffective and could potentially 
damage a harvest, and the same can be true in 
the spiritual sense as well. That is why discipling 
national believers is vital to reaching the unreached 
for Christ.” If you aren’t familiar with the Hoy’s 
ministry in Senegal you can find out more about 
them at https://lmbc.org/blog/2022/04/13/
update-from-the-hoy-family-west-africa where 
you will read many updates about the Tree of Life 
Ministry. (A ministry where they equip ‘national 
believers’ to reach the unreached for Christ) 

They are reaching many Senegal but have also 
been pushing out into places like Guinea-Bissau 
and The Gambia, where they have been training 
a group for eight months now. More recently and 
with much excitement they have started training 
a group in Togo. Please keep them and those 
ministering with them in your prayers - praying 
especially for laborers and also for the training 
center project. 

C. Family inC. Family in
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JUSTIN & RACHELJUSTIN & RACHEL
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JOHN & KIDSTJOHN & KIDST
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PRAISES PRAISES PRAYER PRAYER 
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DIFFERENCE MAKERS
 SERVE GOD SERVE OTHERS

THANKS FOR GIVING TO THE

EASTER OFFERING
We have collected $16,940 so far for 
our Daily Walk program. That will 
allow us to continue broadcasting the 
Gospel to countless people locally and 
across the world.

BE A

PRAYER WARRIOR
Our prayer chain is sent via email 
and is open for everyone to use. You 
can pray in the privacy of your home 
and you can share the requests with 
others so that we can storm the 
throne room of Heaven for those in 
need and lift up our praises to Him as 
we hear the answers. 

It’s easy - just visit lmbc.org and select 
prayer under the resource tab 
https://lmbc.org/prayer

You can be a difference maker in a 
number of areas around the church. 
Visit lmbc.org/serve to find specific 
needs and see where you can serve 
here at LMBC.
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EBENEZER IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO

REACH OUR COMMUNITY
Check here monthly or online for the times and 
events and upcoming opportunities to volunteer or 
participate and help us make a difference. 

Ebenezer calendar 
all at Ebenezer unless otherwise stated

MAY 10
First Responders 
Meals 
11 am - 2 pm 
& 7 - 9 pm

Encouragement 
& Prayer 
1 pm

MAY 26 
Bible Club 
4 - 5:15 pm

She is clothed with strength and dignity; 
she can laugh at the days to come.  -Proverbs 31:25

Dealing with tough decisions?
Do you need encouraged?

Would you like a prayer partner?
Need someone to just listen?

If you have been diagnosed with any type of cancer 
or you are deciding about preventative cancer care, 

please join us for coffee, dessert, fellowship and prayer.

We have an informal group setting that meets 
Thursday mornings from 10 am - noon 
in the Student Ministry Building (SMB)

If you would like to support this ministry 
we are currently accepting supplies of the 
items listed below or monetary donations to 
help with their purchase. All donations will be 
used for the pillows and gifts this ministry give 
as encouragement to women who have been 
diagnosed with cancer or who are having to 
decide about preventative cancer care.

Donation bins are available in the lobby areas for 
the following items:

• Lip moisterizer
• Light throws
• Hand cream (purse size)
• Hand sanitizer (purse size)
• hard candy (peppermint or honey)
• small travel pillow
• small quilted lap throw
• small devotion books
• $10 gift cards for food
• money (marked for Women of Strength and 

placed in offering box or mailed to office) 

Look up Women of Strength on Facebook

This pillow is a free gift that will be made especially for you 
and help provide comfort during your time of healing.
To request your free pillow, please call (or text) 304-633-6979 
or contact LMBC at 304-736-7676.

The pillows are pre-washed in a hypoallergenic laundry 
detergent. Made in a smoke-free and pet-free home.

Graceful Healing Pillows

• purse size tissues
• small notebook
• pens
• tumblers



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
• Charles Cantley
• Helen Foster, Kathy Gaskins’ 

mother
• Helen Traylor , Dr. Jack Traylor’s 

mother

Pastoral Staff Birthdays
• Debbie Blankenship (29th)

WANT TO JOIN A 

LIFEGROUP?
              LOOKING FOR A

      STARTING POINT?
                   How to join our community of faith

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at 
lmbc.org/connect.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Come to the next 
Starting Point on
Sunday, May 15 
in the SMB Cafe, 
where you’ll meet with 
our Pastors to begin 
your membership 
experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
Pre-register: lmbc.org/
starting-point
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ADULTS (COED)
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Through the Bible (S104)  ................................................................................
Wall Builders (S100)  .......................................................................................................
Cornerstone (S102)  ..........................................................................................................
Maranatha (Renaissance Room [FLC])  ...............................................................

TUESDAYS @ 1 pm
Fearless (S100)  ..............................................................................................................
@ 6 pm
Life Together (HIS Way Cafe)  .........................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10:30 am
Encouraging Friends Ministry (109)  ...................................................................
@ 6:30 pm
At Home with the Word (Tardy Home)  .................................................
@ 6:45 pm
Broken Together (Thompson Home)  ...............................................
Abundant Life (L108)  ................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
West Ridge Bible Study (WC Auditorium)  ...............................................................
Selah (L109)  .................................................................................................................
Friends of God (Renaissance Room)  .............................................
It’s Always Something (L107)  ...................................................................................

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 pm
Believing, Belonging, & Becoming (HIS Way Cafe)  ...............................

WOMEN
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am (starting May 15)
Journey with Him (L113)  .....................................................................................................

MONDAYS @ 9:30 am
Kingdom Seekers (L111)  .........................................................................................

MONDAYS @ 6 pm
Daughters of the King (S100)  ...........................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 10 am
At His Feet (S100)  ..........................................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:45 pm
Inside-Out (L106)  ....................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
4Ever His (L112)  ................................................................................................................

MEN
WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Westridge Wisdom (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 7 pm
Men of Truth (HIS Way Cafe [SMB])  ......................................................................
Iron Sharpeners (L113)  ..............................................................................................

SENIOR ADULTS
SUNDAYS @ 9 am
Willing Workers (L112)  ............................................................................................
Young at Heart (L113)  .............................................................................................

ADULTS (COED)
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.

Jared Blankenship
Steve Bragg
Tim Koletka

Chuck Daniel

TUESDAYS @ 1 p.m.
Estep/Wyrick

@ 6 p.m.
Tim Yates

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30 p.m.
Kate McMullen

Steve & Vicki Tardy
@ 6:45 p.m.

Dan & Terri Thompson
Gary McMullen

@ 7 p.m.
Tim Yates

Nathan McClay
David & Mary Lemming

Chuck Daniel

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 p.m.
Thurman Lowder

SATUWOMEN
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.

Hale/Tritz

Tardy/McMullen
TUESDAYS @ 10 a.

Rebekah Shaffer

m.
Beth Jenkins

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:45 p.m.
Mary Ellen Black

@ 7 p.m.
Leah Adkins

MEN
WEDNESDAYS @ 10 a.m.

Jeremy Shaffer
@ 7 p.m.

Steve Bragg
Matheny/Miller

SENIOR ADULTS
SUNDAYS @ 9 a.m.

Richard Sexton
Bill Blankenship




