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13th 

                     w/ Chris Katulka

20th

6th Baby Bottle 
Campaign

Please return your bottles 
with your donations for 
“A New Beginning Crisis 
Pregnancy Center” to the 
lobby or welcome center. 
Checks should be made to 
“A New Beginning PRC”.

6th 13th Also this month:

10th
Widow’s Luncheon
• 12:30 pm, Renaissance Room

Widows, please join us for our 
monthly luncheon. Contact 
Emma Lee Browning (304-
736-7342) for more info.

18th
PrimeTime Green Party
• 6 pm, Renaissance Room

Wear green, bring something 
green to eat. Meatloaf, scallop 
potatoes, bread and drinks 
will be provided. You bring 
a veggie, salad, or a dessert. 
Sign up with Vida or Blanche, 
or by calling the church office 
(304-736-7676). 

24th
Widow’s Fellowship Day
• 11 am - 2 pm, Ren. Room

Mark Your Calendar:

Apr. 10
Easter Musical (6 pm)

Apr. 17
Easter Celebration (No Life 
Groups or evening services)

May 8
Mother’s Day (No Life 
Groups or evening services)

May 23
Summer Break (for most Life 
Groups)

June 6-10
Back Pack VBS @ Ebenezer

Can’t be here 
in-person?

Join us live Sundays 
at 9 & 10:45 am 

on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

ROOTED

Read about the 
2022 Reading 
plan(s) on pg. 9

Our Rooted Bible reading 
plan will guide you to 
develop a regular Bible 
reading habit and get 
rooted in God’s Word.

Other calendars:

LKC (kids)
Refuel (teens)
Rooted (Bible)
Sun. Night Seminary
Ebenezer

pg. 8
pg. 8
pg. 9

pg. 16
pg. 17
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21st-25th
Spring Break
Some Life Groups on break

Find out more about LMBC 
and join our community of faith

Visiting the Sick & Shut-In
by Bill Blankenship
It is a special mission to visit those in hospitals and nursing 
homes. Discover what it requires to minister to those that 
have lost their freedom.

MAR. 20 & APR. 3
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27th
Vernon Brewer
Speaking at 6 pm

Sign up at lmbc.org or in 
the Welcome Center
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BRING BACK THE

SPRINGTIME The winter nights are cold, dark, and long, 
while the daytime sky is often cloudy 
and gray.  The barren tree limbs sway 

helplessly, while the bitter winds 
whisper a mournful tune. If the winter 
season were a musical arrangement, 
it would culminate into a symphony 

of depression, as far as I am concerned. 
 

I know there are some people out there 
somewhere, who love wintertime, and 

I even admit that the snow is pretty, 
and have enjoyed sledding with my 

children and grandchildren, but 
for many of us, it is a long, lonely 
season. Some even suffer from 
seasonal affective disorder, adding 
to the pain of an already dismal 

time of year. 
 

Every year, it seems, during some 
of my darkest winter thoughts, 
there is a Christian song from 
the 1970s, written by Kurt Kaiser, 
that echoes around in that hollow 

chamber in my head, “Lord, to my heart bring 
back the springtime.  Take away the cold and 
dark of sin. O, refill me now, sweet Holy Spirit. 
May I warm and tender be again.”
 
I have a friend who describes March 1 as the day 
of hope. As you flip the calendar from February 
to March, you’ll notice on the third week, “first 
day of Spring.”  Ah, it is finally almost here!  
Soon the trees will start budding, the grass 
will start growing and the earth will warm 
up, making our outdoor activities much more 
comfortable and enjoyable.  The days of cabin 
fever will be gone, and we’ll seem to have a new 
lease on life.

“

“

For the believer, growth is not found in 
an acknowledgment of his or her own 
personal abilities, but in relying on the 
all-sufficient grace of God.

Lord, to my heart bring 

back the springtime.  

Take away the cold and 

dark of sin. O, refill me 

now, sweet Holy Spirit. 

May I warm and tender 

be again.



Perhaps an indifference has overshadowed 
your life and your fellowship with the Almighty 
has been hampered.  Maybe the “cold and 
dark of sin,” as the songwriter mentioned, is 
an all too present reality in your life, and you 
need a spiritual springtime, a time of renewal 
and growth in your walk with the Lord.
 
In the final verse of Peter’s epistles, II Peter 
3:18, he encourages his readers to “grow 
in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.” This seems to run contrary 
to the way most self-help and self-esteem 
lectures would run. Instead of simply looking 
within ourselves, taking an inventory of our 
strengths, and adding in the mix a positive 
attitude, the apostle tells his readers to look to 
the Lord and to grow in Him.
 
He tells us to grow in grace. We know that 
apart from the grace of our Lord and Savior 
Jesus Christ, there is no salvation. There was 
nothing within us of merit that would have 
been anywhere close to being sufficient for 
us to obtain eternal life. “For by grace are we 
saved through faith and that not of yourselves, 
it is the gift of God, not of works, lest any 
man should boast.” It was “when we were 
yet without strength that Christ died for the 
ungodly.”
 
But grace is not only the starting point 
in our salvation, it also sustains us in our 
sanctification. One lesson that God taught 
Paul, and that he (Paul) in turn passed on 
to the Corinthians was this: “My grace is 
sufficient for you and my strength is made 
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by Nathan McClay

Nathan McClay is an assistant pastor and oversees 
the music and worship ministry of LMBC. He has been 
serving God at Lewis since 1991. Nathan and his wife, 

Audrey, have four children and two grandchildren.

perfect in weakness.” Paul went on to say that 
he “gloried in his infirmities that the power 
of Christ may rest upon him…when I am weak 
then I am strong.” For the believer, growth is 
not found in an acknowledgment of his or her 
own personal abilities, but in relying on the 
all-sufficient grace of God.
 
The final verse in II Peter also instructs us to 
grow in His knowledge. One of the sayings 
from the Old Testament book of Proverbs 
is “The fear of the Lord is the beginning 
of wisdom and knowledge of the holy 
is understanding.” Knowledge demands 
research, and for the Christian that involves 
knowing Christ through the scriptures. 
 
We ultimately grow in our knowledge of Him 
when we display Christlikeness in our lives.  
One of Christ’s outstanding attributes that 
is absolutely amazing to us is His humility, 
as displayed in Philippians 2. Paul instructs 
us here to have the mind of Christ in dealing 
with our fellow believers and then points to 
our Savior taking on the form of a servant and 
being made in the likeness of man, so that He 
could die for us, as the supreme example of 
humility. 
 
In the next chapter in Philippians, Paul 
expresses that it was his supreme desire to 
know Him “in the power of His resurrection 
and the fellowship of his sufferings.”
 
Many centuries later, Eliza Hewitt would 
express her desire to Him our Lord in poetic 
form, when she wrote, “More about Jesus 
would I know, More of His grace to others 
show; More of His saving fullness see, more of 
His love who died for me.”
 
So, as we look around at nature in these next 
few months, and see a resurgence of growth, 
let’s remind ourselves that it is always time to 
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord 
Jesus Christ.

VERNON BREWER is the founder of World Help, 
a Christian humanitarian organization serving 
the physical and spiritual needs of people in 
impoverished communities around the world. 
World Help gives help for today and hope for 
tomorrow through humanitarian aid, education and 
sustainability projects, and spiritual development 
programs such as Bible distribution and church 
planting. Vernon has led more than 500 church 
evangelistic crusades and rallies and has lectured on 
more than 30 college and university campuses. He 
has spoken to more than 1 million teenagers in public 
high school assembly programs and is a frequent 
conference speaker. He also has preached and led 
conferences in more than 67 countries worldwide. In 
addition, he has personally taken over 4,000 people 
to the mission field. Vernon’s considered to be an 

outspoken advocate for the persecuted church. He has appeared on various major media 
outlets, including Fox News, Fox News Radio, and CBN News, to speak about the topic.

Vernon was the first graduate of Liberty University in 1973. He served as Dean of Students 
and Vice President of Student Development at Liberty University from 1980 –1992. In 
2009, he was named Liberty University Alumnus of the Year. He received an honorary 
Doctor of Humanities degree from Liberty University in May 2010. In 2015, Vernon was 
inducted into his public high school’s hall of fame. He also is the author of five other 
books: The Forgotten Children, Children of Hope, Defining Moments, Causelife, and Why.

by Vernon Brewer

It seems that every day we hear another news story 
of a church that is attacked, a missionary who is held 
hostage, or a Christian who has been murdered for 
their faith. Although we live in a world of disbelief 
and mistrust, we as Christians cannot afford to be 
skeptics about persecution.

These stories of horrendous persecution and suffering 
should shake us to our very being. This is not make-
believe. This is not a book of fiction. This is not 
sensationalism created for an upcoming movie! These 
are actual, very graphic, and unbelievable accounts of 
persecution. This is reality!

hear more about the new book, 
“If I Die... Risking Death to Live for Jesus”

On March 27,
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When I start a construction project, I always take an 
inventory to make sure that I have the proper tools 
needed to completed the job.  In a similar way, when 
you undertake the study of God’s Word you might 
also need a few tools.  One of the most basic tools 
that you can purchase is a Bible dictionary.  A Bible 
dictionary provides information on key people and 
events, historical information, background of key 
words, entries on animals and plants and everything in 
between.  Some dictionaries can be multi-volume, but 
the majority of them are one-volume, which is cost-
effective for the average user.  At this point, I can hear 
someone asking a question, “What about the internet?  
Can’t I just search the word/phrase on the internet?”  
You can definitely do that, and if you’re a seasoned 
internet user who uses trusted sites, you might be able 
to find all the information you need.  However, if you’ve 
ever simply typed in a word or phrase in your search 
bar you know that anything remotely close to the word 
or phrase will show up, whether good or bad.  What 
you need is a filter of some kind, and that is exactly 
where a Bible dictionary shines the brightest.  Bible 
dictionaries are often written by teams of scholars who 
have done all the research for you and compiled it into 
a handy volume for easy reference.  Some examples of 
good Bible dictionaries are: Unger’s Bible Dictionary, 
Lexham Bible Dictionary, Vine’s Complete Expository 
Dictionary, and Holman’s Illustrated Bible Dictionary.  
A Bible dictionary is just one of many tools you need 
to have close by when you read and study God’s Word.  
Stay tuned!  Next month we will take a look at another 
tool that you need to add to your tool belt.

If you have any questions about the reading plans, 
send them to biblereading@lmbc.org.  

ROOTED

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

31st

Exodus 31-33 

Exodus 34-35 

Exodus 36-38

Exodus 39-40

Leviticus 1-3

Psalms 31-32

Leviticus 4-5 

Leviticus 6-7 

Leviticus 8-10

Leviticus 11-12 

Leviticus 13

Leviticus 14

Psalms 33-35

Leviticus 15-16

Leviticus 17-18

Lev. 19-20

Lev. 21-22

Lev. 23-24

Leviticus 25

Psalms 36-37

Lev. 26-27 

Numbers 1-2

Numbers 3-4

Numbers 5-6

Numbers 7

Numbers 8-9 

Psalms 38-40

Numbers 10-11

Numbers 12-13

Num. 14-15 

Num. 16-17

OT Pathway NT Pathway

Matt. 6:1-18

Matt. 6:19-34

Matthew 7

Matthew 8

Matthew 9

Psalms 31-32

Matthew 10

Matthew 11

Matthew 12

Matt. 13:1-30

Matt. 13:31-58

Matthew 14

Psalms 33-35

Matthew 15

Matthew 16

Matthew 17

Matthew 18

Matthew 19

Matthew 20

Psalms 36-37

Matt. 21:1-22

Matt. 21:23-46

Matthew 22

Matthew 23

Matthew 24

Matt. 25:1-30

Psalms 38-40

Matt. 25:31-46

Matt. 26:1-35

Matt. 26:36-75

Matt. 27:1-31
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TOOLS OF THE TRADE
#1 BIBLE DICTIONARY
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Sunday Mornings 
WC lower level

6: God Deserves Our Worship
13: The People Didn’t Go into 
the Land
20: Moses Disobeyed God
27: God Healed the People

Weds @ 7pm 
in the FLC

2: Bible for Life
9: Bible for Life
16: Bible for Life
23: Glow Night

Visit 
lmbc.org/bibleforlife 
to practice our memory 
work at home!Thursday Events

@ Ebenezer

24: Bible Club with Egg Hunt!

Visit lmbc.org/lkc or 
ask to join our 

Facebook group

Grow in your faith by staying rooted in 
the Word of God. You can follow either 

pathway or do both!

Refuel
Students

Wednesdays @ 6:45 pm
for Middle & High School students

in LMBC’s Student Ministry Building (SMB)

Connect with us:
@refuelstudents

Teen Help Line:
304-208-8044
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Women’s History 
Month: 

Eve ... Noah’s wife (Na’amah) ... Lot’s wife ... 
Sarah ... Naomi ... Ruth ... Esther ... Tamar 

... Rahab ... Moses’ mother (Jochebed) ... 
Miriam ... Rebekah ... Rachel ... Hannah ... 

Deborah ... Mary and Martha and so so 
many more               

                                 by Mary Ellen Black

Eve
“The woman who was 
instrumental in sin entering the 
world and from whom we can 
learn “what not to do”. She 
was the first woman created 
by God from Adam’s rib ... 
placed in the Garden of Eden 
as a helpmate to her husband. 
She was given the privilege of 
God’s company, of knowing 
His goodness and the beauty 
of His creation prior to sin 
entering the world. She could 
be the poster child for Peter’s 
warning to be self-controlled 
and alert because our enemy 
the devil prowls around like a 
roaring lion (or in Eve’s case, 
like a serpent) looking for 
someone to devour.

Na’amah
(Noah’s wife), walked onto an ark 
with only her family. Following 
the leadership and faithful 
obedience of her husband, she 
left all that she knew behind 
because God said He was going 
to send a flood. [Genesis 7:7 
And Noah and his sons and his 
wife and his sons’ wives with him 
went into the ark to escape the 
waters of the flood.]

Lot’s wife
unnamed in the Scriptures 
but known for becoming a 
pillar of salt after looking 
back when they were fleeing 
the destruction of Sodom 
and Gomorrah. Jesus cites 
this story in Luke 17, as He 
describes a future event: “It 
was the same in the days of 
Lot. People were eating and 
drinking, buying and selling, 
planting and building. But 
the day Lot left Sodom, fire 
and sulfur rained down from 
heaven and destroyed them 
all. It will be just like this on 
the day the Son of Man is 
revealed. On that day no one 
who is on the housetop, with 
possessions inside, should go 
down to get them. Likewise, 
no one in the field should go 
back for anything. Remember 
Lot’s wife! Whoever tries to 
keep their life will lose it, and 
whoever loses their life will 
preserve it” (verses 28–33).

Sarah
the wife of Abraham and mother of Isaac, failed to trust God 
when His promise to give her a child did not happen quickly 
enough. Her lack of faith brought great trouble to her life and 
to our world today as she instructed her handmaiden, Hagar, 
to sleep with Abraham and provide a child for them. God 
still honored His promise and Sarah gave birth to Isaac at the 
age of 90 but the consequences that followed are still known 
today. We must not miss the example that Peter uses of Sarah 
where he refers to her as “a holy woman who hoped in God”, 
1 Peter 3:5-6. Sarah willingly left her home and stepped out 
into the unknown to follow Abraham, as he followed the 
directions of a God with whom she was unfamiliar at the time. 
She endured much to try to provide an heir for her husband 
and to keep her husband safe in dangerous lands. In the end, 
she had faith enough to believe that she and her husband, 
at the ages of 90 and 100, would produce the promised heir, 
Isaac. Although she lived in a world of danger and confusion, 
Sarah stood firm in her commitment to her husband and to 
God, and her commitment was rewarded with blessing.Women from history ... the history 

of God’s people ... written down, 
remembered for sinful disobedience, 

mistakes, faith, hurts, heroics, deceit, loyalty, 
obedience, and lineage. All of them were 
created by and used by and for God’s purposes. 
All of them are memorable to most who are 
familiar with the Scriptures and some, like Eve, 
are known to those who have little or no real 
knowledge of Scripture. Some are inspirations 
of hope when there appeared to be no hope, 
like Esther who was used to save a people who 
were facing annihilation. Others, invoke courage, 
like Jochebed, who defied the edict that her 
infant son must be put to death, or Rahab, 
who hid the spies on her rooftop and helped 
them escape certain death. Eating forbidden 
fruit, looking back when you were told not to, 
trickery, deceit, and manipulation are all things 
that come to my mind when I remember some 
of these women. While we might be tempted 
to sweep their stories under the carpet, so to 
speak, it’s important that we don’t miss how 
God used them and the invaluable lessons we 
can learn from them. We may think they aren’t 
appropriate to share, or at least not all of their 
sordid details, with those outside “the family” 
but I would disagree - consider the impact they 
make on the gospel story when God is not just 
seen as someone who saves but someone who 
saves prostitutes and liars and those who have 
no hope of salvation. What hope these women 
might bring when those who have tarnished 
pasts hear how our God, the one true living God, 

uses the disobedient or outcast to accomplish 

great things. How much hope might a woman 
who has endured pain and suffering from abuse 
or broken promises gain when she hears the 
story of Tamar and how God worked all things 
together for the good of His people, or of the 
devastating losses of Naomi and God’s amazing 
provision? Think of the inspiration to pray boldly 
and with confidence that comes from Hannah’s 
story, or to sit at the feet of Jesus and listen to 
His teaching like Mary, or to reach out in faith 
like the woman who had the bleeding problem. 
Oh, the stories, the examples, the fingerprints 
of God through the women He chose to make 
known to us through His Word. The Bible is 
rich with history and women are a great part 
of it. Read their stories and be inspired by their 
faith, learn from their mistakes, practice what 
God saw and pointed out as good, and share 
them with others as lights of hope in a world 
full of crooked and perverse people who need 
to know the truth and love of our God, a love 
that knows no boundaries. Ladies, may we, like 
Queen Esther, hear the words and challenge of 
Mordecai, who said,  “And who knows whether 
you have not come to the kingdom for such a 
time as this?”. The people around us that do not 
know Jesus face an eternal hell when their life 
here on earth is over but we have been given 
the opportunity to make the truth known - our 
King has given us the power we need - for such 
a time as this.

*Information and quotes for the following bios are 
in part from the Scriptures and gotquestions.org

a Look at Women of Faith 
IN the Scriptures

Jochebed
the mother of Moses, who 
found a way to protect her son 
(Ex. 1:17-19 and 2:3) from the 
edict of Pharaoh that all infant 
boys be put to death (Ex.1:6-18)

Miriam
who did as her mother 
Jochebed instructed and 
was used in the plot to save 
Moses from certain death. 
Miriam watches over her 
baby brother Moses among 
the bulrushes on the banks 
of the Nile. Their mother had 
hidden Moses in a basket on 
the river bank to protect him 
from Pharaoh’s decree to 
throw all Hebrew baby boys 
into the river (Exodus 1:22—
2:4). As Miriam watches, 
Pharaoh’s daughter discovers 
and pities Moses, and Miriam 
quickly intervenes to ask 
if the Egyptian princess 
would like a Hebrew woman 
to nurse the child for her. 
The princess agrees, and 
Miriam quickly gets their 
mother. Pharaoh’s daughter 
commands Moses’ biological 
mother to nurse him and 
bring him back to her when 
he is older. By the grace of 
God, Miriam helps save the 
infant Moses (Exodus 2:5–10).

Mary (of Bethany)
Martha’s sister, is considered one 
of the most beautiful women in 
Biblical history. She had a heart’s 
desire to be near her Lord. What 
we see in her in every occasion 
(Luke, 10, John 11 and 12) is a 
sweet Spirit focused on Christ 
and not herself or the other 
situations or people around her.
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Esther
the Jewish maiden who became queen of Persia and rescued 
her people from a murderous plot to annihilate them. Her story 
is recorded in the Old Testament book bearing her name. Esther 
was the cousin of a Benjamite named Mordecai, who was also 
her guardian, having adopted her as his own daughter when 
her parents died. Mordecai held an official position within the 
Persian government (Esther 2:19). When Esther was chosen as 
a candidate for queen, Mordecai instructed her not to reveal her 
Jewish background (verse 10). He also visited the king’s harem 
daily to see how Esther was doing (verse 11). She won the grace 
and favor of the king, according to Esther 2:17, he loved her more 
than all the others and made her queen. Throughout her story, it 
becomes evident that God was at work. For you see, sometime 
after she became queen, Mordecai heard about a plot against 
the king’s life and made it known to Esther and later a plot to 
annihilate their people, the Jews. Esther’s bravery and faith in 
God are a testament to the trust this young woman had in the 
living God. Her life is a lesson in God’s sovereignty over His 
creation. God maneuvers every aspect of life to position people, 
governments, and situations for His plan and purpose. We may 
not know what God is doing at a particular moment, but a time 
might come when we realize why we have gone through certain 
experiences or met certain people or lived in certain areas or 
shopped in certain stores, or taken certain trips. The time may 
come when everything comes together, and we look back and 
see that we, too, were in the right place at the right time, just as 
Esther was. She was in the harem “for such a time as this.” She 
was made queen “for such a time as this.” She was strengthened 
and prepared to intercede for her people “for such a time as 
this” (Esther 4:14). And she was faithful to obey. Esther trusted 
in God and humbly served, no matter what it might cost. Esther 
is truly a reminder of God’s promise, as written in Romans 8:28: 
“And we know that God causes all things to work together for 
good to those who love God, to those who are called according 
to His purpose.”

Hannah
who was barren and prayed to God out of her “great anguish and 
grief,” was soon given a son. She named him Samuel and dedicated 
him to the Lord as a Nazarite, fulfulling the promise she had made 
in her prayer (Numbers 6:1-8). In Hannah’s prayer, God is presented 
as the One who helps the weak. She begins her prayer with “My 
heart exults in the Lord; my strength is exalted in the Lord.” Hannah 
recognized that her strength came from God and not from herself. 
She was not proud in her strength but rejoiced in God’s ability to 
make a weakling strong. Her story also teaches us that God can use 
human weakness to accomplish great things. Samuel, Hannah’s son, 
grew up to be a great man of God – the final judge and the prophet 
who anointed the first two kings of Israel. But why was Hannah’s 
story necessary? Why not just start with Samuel in the tabernacle 
or at the start of his judgeship? Why not simply let him be born to 
a God-fearing couple and send an angel to tell them to dedicate 
their son to God? In short, why involve Hannah’s grief? Because 
God is glorified in Hannah’s story. Her weakness, her trust in God as 
she turned to Him, the fervency of her desire, and her faithfulness 
in bringing Samuel to God as promised are all evidences of God 
working in Hannah’s life. Her tears were ordained to be part of the 
glorious story of what God was doing in Israel’s history. Every person 
experiences desires that will not be quenched and circumstances 
that cause grief. Many times, we simply do not understand these 
things. However, in the life of Hannah we see that God knows our 
story from beginning to end, that everything has a purpose, and that 
trust in Him is never misplaced.

Tamar
the daughter-in-law of Judah 
Jacob’s son Judah (patriarch 
of the line of Judah) had 
three sons: Er, Onan, and 
Shelah. Er married a woman 
named Tamar, but then died, 
leaving her a widow. Since 
it was required that the next 
of kin care for a brother’s 
widow, Tamar was given 
to Onan, but he also died. 
Shelah was still a boy and 
could not marry Tamar, so 
Judah asked her to return to 
her father’s house and wait 
until Shelah was grown up. 
However, once Shelah was old 
enough, Judah did not honor 
his promise. Tamar remained 
an unmarried widow. Tamar 
then went into town disguised 
as a prostitute, tricked Judah, 
and got him to sleep with her. 
She then became pregnant 
by Judah and bore twin sons 
named Perez and Zerah. The 
story is recorded in Genesis 
38. It was through Perez’s 
son Hezron that King David 
and, eventually, Jesus Christ 
descended.

Rahab
a prostitute who places her faith in the true living God and saves 
the two men Joshua sent in to spy out the land. Gotquestions.org 
refers to her as “one of the most thought-provoking and astonishing 
heroines of the Old Testament”. Her story is found in Joshua 2-6 
but lives on in the story of Jesus, whose legal father was Joseph, a 
direct descendant of Ruth. You see, once the spies safely escaped 
the city, they returned to Joshua and reported that the “whole land 
was melting with fear.” The Israelites crossed the Jordan into Canaan 
where they laid siege to the city of Jericho. The city was completely 
destroyed, and every man, woman, and child in it was killed. Only 
Rahab and her family were spared. Ultimately, Rahab married 
Salmon, an Israelite from the tribe of Judah. Her son was Boaz, the 
husband of Ruth.

Rebekah
the wife of Isaac and the 
mother of Esau and Jacob. 
Rebekah’s marriage to Isaac 
was the result of God’s 
providence, her pregnancy 
was an answer to prayer, 
and the lives of her sons 
fulfilled prophecy. Rebekah’s 
choice to lie and deceive her 
husband is an example of 
how wrongdoing in human 
beings does not thwart the 
plans of God and how God 
can ultimately bring about 
His will, through His mercy 
and wisdom, despite our sin 
(see Genesis 50:20).

Rachel
a major character in the early 
Old Testament; she was a 
daughter of Laban, sister of 
Leah, favored wife of Jacob, 
and mother of two of Jacob’s 
children, but not before much 
anguish. In order for Jacob to 
be able to marry Rachel he 
had to work for her brother for 
seven years, after which time 
Laban tricked him and put 
his daughter Leah in Rachel’s 
place at the wedding. Rachel 
and Jacob’s tale is one of the 
great love stories of the Bible. 
Jacob preferred her sons, 
Joseph and Benjamin, over his 
other children. He loved Joseph 
particularly (Genesis 37:3), 
and, although his preferential 
treatment of Joseph was wrong, 
it eventually led to the Hebrews’ 
move to Egypt. All of this was 
part of God’s plan for His people 
to prepare them for the coming 
of the promised Messiah, Jesus.

Deborah
was one of the judges of Israel 
during a time of oppression. She 
is called a prophetess and the wife 
of Lappidoth. The Lord spoke 
through her as she held court 
under a tree called “the Palm of 
Deborah” in Ephraim. The Lord 
also used her to set her people 
free and defeat the king of Canaan. 
Deborah’s story is found in Judges, 
chapters 4 and 5. We can see 
that God’s power is what matters, 
regardless of the instrument He 
chooses to use. Man or woman, 
strong or weak, confident or 
hesitant – all are strong when they 
are moved by God’s Spirit and 
filled with His strength. We can 
also see in Deborah a picture of 
God’s tender care for His people. 
As a mother cares for her children, 
so Deborah led and nurtured Israel 
(Judges 5:7).

Martha
a significant New Testament figure, a personal friend of Jesus, and 
someone with whom many women today identify. She was quite 
the spirited woman, rebuking Jesus when she found her sister, Mary, 
sitting at the feet of Jesus while she was busy serving. Martha’s life was 
changed by her friendship and encounters with Jesus. Through her 
stories (Luke, 10, John 11 and 12) we see the importance of balancing 
service with worship, of trusting the Lord even when all seems lost, 
and of using our material resources for the glory of God.

Naomi & Ruth
whose lives are testimonies to God bringing good out of 
something tragic, or bitter as Naomi’s story infers. When a 
famine hits Judea, Elimelech and Naomi and their two boys 
relocate to Moab (Ruth 1:1). There, Mahlon and Kilion marry two 
Moabite women, Orpah and Ruth. After about ten years, tragedy 
strikes. Elimelech dies, and both of Naomi’s sons also die, leaving 
Naomi, Ruth, and Orpah widows (Ruth 1:3–5). Naomi, hearing 
that the famine in Judea was over, decides to return home (Ruth 
1:6). Orpah stays in Moab, but Ruth chooses to move to the land 
of Israel with Naomi. The book of Ruth is the story of Naomi 
and Ruth returning to Bethlehem and how Ruth married a man 
named Boaz and bore a son, Obed, who became the grandfather 
of David and the ancestor of Jesus Christ.



MISSIONARIES OF THE 

MONTH
IN ASIA

SECURED SECURED C. Family, Cambodia

SECURED SECURED L. Family, China

 SECURED  SECURED D. Family, India

 SECURED  SECURED J. Family, India

 SECURED  SECURED D. Family, Israel

 SECURED  SECURED K. Family, Kazakhstan

 SECURED  SECURED G. Family, Middle East

  Doug & Becky Sisson, Philippines

Tim & Charlene Miskimen, Thailand
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If you would like to know more about giving 
to missionaries or communicating with them 
visit lmbc.org/missions. 

A conflict has been waging for millennia.

It began with Satan’s fateful rebellion 
against God, which ushered sin into the 
universe and triggered a series of negative 
events that continues to impact human 
history to this day. Satan is the root cause 
of the turmoil that afflicts humanity. But his 
demise is coming. We see it unfold in Isaiah 
14 and Ezekiel 28. He will never recover from 
it; his doom is sealed.

Until then, however, Satan blinds the minds 
of those who do not believe (2 Cor. 4:4). 
Most people don’t understand what is going 
on in the world. As Christians, we have the 
Holy Spirit to give us insight from God’s 
Word to make sense of the confusion and 
chaos that permeate our universe.

Israel’s history has been especially turbulent. 
We can see that, since the inception of 
the modern State of Israel, Satan has been 
turning up the heat.

Why does the world always have its eyes on 
Jerusalem and the Jewish state? Because 
Jerusalem is the only place where God has 
placed His name: “I have chosen Jerusalem, 
that My name may be there” (2 Chr. 6:6). 
God has reserved and will preserve Israel 
for Himself. Satan knows it is where Jesus 
ascended to heaven and where he will 
return. Though he is working feverishly 

WHAT ON EARTH

IS GOD 
DOING?

to prevent Christ from coming back, he is 
utterly powerless to stop Him.

At the Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry, we 
are concerned that the younger generations 
do not understand these prophetic truths. 
Bible prophecy is not being taught in 
churches as it once was. We are committed 
to making biblical resources available to 
educate and edify believers and evangelize 
the lost.

We do so because understanding God’s 
plan for the ages brings hope and comfort 
in the midst of turmoil. When the apostle 
Paul wrote to the Thessalonians regarding 
the Rapture of the church, he told them, 
“Comfort one another with these words” (1 
Th. 4:18). Prophetic truth brings balance to 
the Christian life and teaches us not to be 
anxious over temporal events. God is always 
on the throne, and His plan for the ages is 
right on track. Satan cannot thwart it. In 
fact, Satan’s destruction is part of it!

People can’t act on what they don’t know. 
At the Friends of Israel, we are committed 
to blessing believers and evangelizing 
unbelievers with the truth that can transform 
lives. We are grateful you share that vision 
and enable the work with your prayers and 
financial support.

Today, many professing Christians see Israel 

Building Bridges. 
Bringing Hope.

as a thorn in the world’s side. Support for 
the Jewish people has plummeted in just a 
few years. It is an ominous sign that sound 
Bible teaching regarding Israel’s purpose in 
God’s plan is not being taught. 

Many Christians fail to understand that the 
political alliances being formed today in 
the Middle East are consistent with Bible 
prophecy. So what on Earth is God doing? 
He is glorifying Himself and showing that 
He is the sovereign God of the universe by 
bringing to pass everything He has declared. 
At The Friends of Israel, we bring clarity to 
world events by illuminating them with the 
brilliant light of God’s eternal Word. It is “a 
lamp to [our] path” (Ps. 119:105). The future 
is bright when you can see God’s light on 
world events. The best is yet to come!

Until He returns, 
Jim Showers, DMin
Executive Director/President

P.S. Your prayers and gift to the Friends of 
Israel today will bring light and clarity to 
a world steeped in confusion and chaos. 
Thank you for being a part of what God is 
accomplishing in the Middle East and around 
the globe.



DIFFERENCE MAKERS
 SERVE GOD SERVE OTHERS

YOUR TIME & MONEY AT WORK

FOR THE KINGDOM
Thank you to all who were a part of 
our 2021 special Christmas offering to 
go toward various Samaritan’s Purse 
projects for our annual Gifts for Jesus 
2021 offering. With your help, we 
wrote a check donating $137,079.00. 
We thought you would like to know 
how the monies were designated:
• $70,000 - Build (2) Mission Hospitals
• $40,000 - Drill (4) Village Wells
• $23,000 - Provide water filters to 

(230) families
• $3,640 - Provide food and water 

for (2) refugees for a whole year
• $439 - Where most needed

REACH THOSE IN NEED

IN OUR COMMUNITY
We are in great need of your help 
stocking the Clothing Pantry with: 
• Men’s Jeans sizes 34-38
• Men’s everyday t-shirts (not 

undershirts) of all sizes

You can be a difference maker in a 
number of areas around the church. 
Visit lmbc.org/serve to find specific 
needs and see where you can serve 
here at LMBC.
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EBENEZER IS AN OPPORTUNITY TO

REACH OUR COMMUNITY
Check here monthly or online for the times and 
events and upcoming opportunities to volunteer or 
participate and help us make a difference. 

Ebenezer calendar 
all at Ebenezer unless otherwise stated

MAR. 8 
First Responders 
Meals 
11 am - 2 pm 
& 7 - 9 pm

Encouragement 
& Prayer 
1 pm

MAR. 24 
Bible Club 
4 - 5:15 pm

MAR 20 & APR 3

VISITING THE SICK & SHUT-IN
by Bill Blankenship

It is a special mission to visit those in hospitals and nursing homes. Discover what it requires to 
minister to those who have lost their freedom.

Sunday Night Seminary is your opportunity to learn and train so you can grow in faith 
and service at Lewis Memorial. Classes are each Sunday at 6 pm. 

Take a look at the current and upcoming offerings below:

For thirteen years we have been feeding children 
every weekend through our Back Pack Ministry. 
The ministry reaches into some of our local 
schools and delivers backpacks every Friday. 
Each backpack is filled with 4 meals, including 
breakfast and dinner foods along with snacks 
and drinks. There are currently 96 children served 
through the ministry, making a total number of 
1536 meals each month. (the picture shown is a 
carload of enough snacks and drinks for 5 weeks)

We know some of you have been partnering with 
us since we began in 2009 and many others have 
joined us through the years. We want to say thank 
you to all of you for your faithful giving and/or 
food donations that keep the children fed. 

Not a part but want to be? Here’s how:
• Give online at lmbc.org/give. Simply select 

the drop-down arrow at funds and select 
Backpack/Brown Bag/Barnabas ministries 
tab. 

• Join the Community Rewards program at 
FoodFair.

• Contact Necia Freeman for information on 
food donations.



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Births
• Axl Lee Dillon, to Aaron & Amy 

Dillon

Bereavements
• Helen Garretson, Robby 

Ashworth’s grandmother
• Bob Hamlin, Pam Hamlin’s 

husband
• Prentice Harris, Alvin Bowyer’s 

father-in-law
• Mike Holley, Connie Nicely’s 

brother
• Billie Jones, Bill Jones’ mother
• Sandra Kuhn, Steve Kuhn’s mother
• Kay Ramey, Jerry Ramey’s mother
• Frank Scholl, Jeff Scholl’s father
• Gilbert Smith, Diana Carter’s and 

Charlie Smith’s father
• Lorene Smith, Syd Smith’s mother

WANT TO JOIN A 

LIFEGROUP?
              LOOKING FOR A

      STARTING POINT?
                   How to join our community of faith

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at 
lmbc.org/connect.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Come to the next 
Starting Point on
Mar. 20 @ 5 pm 
in the SMB Cafe, 
where you’ll meet with 
our Pastors to begin 
your membership 
experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
Pre-register: lmbc.org/
starting-point
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ADULTS (COED)
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 am
Through the Bible (S104)  ................................................................................
Wall Builders (S100)  .......................................................................................................
Cornerstone (S102)  ..........................................................................................................
Maranatha (Renaissance Room [FLC])  ...............................................................

TUESDAYS @ 1 pm
Fearless (S100)  ..............................................................................................................
@ 6 pm
Life Together (HIS Way Cafe)  .........................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 10:30 am
Encouraging Friends Ministry (109)  ...................................................................
@ 6:30 pm
At Home with the Word (Tardy Home)  .................................................
@ 6:45 pm
Broken Together (Thompson Home)  ...............................................
Abundant Life (L108)  ................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
West Ridge Bible Study (WC Auditorium)  ...............................................................
Selah (L109)  .................................................................................................................
Friends of God (Renaissance Room)  .............................................
It’s Always Something (L107)  ...................................................................................

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 pm
Believing, Belonging, & Becoming (HIS Way Cafe)  ...............................

SATURDAYS @ 10 am
At the Grove (Chateau Grove)  .......................................................................................

WOMEN
MONDAYS @ 6 pm
Daughters of the King (S100)  ...........................................................................

TUESDAYS @ 10 am
At His Feet (S100)  ..........................................................................................................

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:45 pm
Inside-Out (L106)  ....................................................................................................
@ 7 pm
4Ever His (L112)  ................................................................................................................

MEN
WEDNESDAYS @ 10 am
Westridge Wisdom (S100)  ...................................................................................
@ 7 pm
Men of Truth (HIS Way Cafe [SMB])  ......................................................................
Iron Sharpeners (L113)  ..............................................................................................

SENIOR ADULTS
SUNDAYS @ 9 am
Willing Workers (L112)  ............................................................................................
Young at Heart (L113)  .............................................................................................

ADULTS (COED)
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.

Jared Blankenship
Steve Bragg
Tim Koletka

Chuck Daniel

TUESDAYS @ 1 p.m.
Estep/Wyrick

@ 6 p.m.
Tim Yates

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:30 p.m.
Kate McMullen

Steve & Vicki Tardy
@ 6:45 p.m.

Dan & Terri Thompson
Gary McMullen

@ 7 p.m.
Tim Yates

Nathan McClay
David & Mary Lemming

Chuck Daniel

THURSDAYS @ 5:30 p.m.
Thurman Lowder

SATURDAYS @ 3 p.m.
Juile Tritz

WOMEN
SUNDAYS @ 10:45 a.m.

Rebekah Shaffer

TUESDAYS @ 10 a.m.
Beth Jenkins

WEDNESDAYS @ 6:45 p.m.
Mary Ellen Black

@ 7 p.m.
Leah Adkins

MEN
WEDNESDAYS @ 10 a.m.

Jeremy Shaffer
@ 7 p.m.

Steve Bragg
Matheny/Miller

SENIOR ADULTS
SUNDAYS @ 9 a.m.

Richard Sexton
Bill Blankenship




