
Vol. 10, Issue 9, September 2021



ROOTED

SEPT.2021

3

Middle - High School
Grades 6-12

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

6th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

13th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

20th

21st

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

27th

28th

29th

30th

Zechariah 2:1-12; 14:1-9

Matthew 24:1-31

2 Thess. 1:1-12; Titus 2:11-14

Revelation 19:1-21

OFF

Ezra 1-2

Ezra 3-4

Ezra 5:1-2; Haggai 1-2

Ezra 5:3-6:22

Esther 1:1-2:20

Esther 2:21-3:15

OFF

Esther 4-6

Esther 7

Esther 8

Esther 9-10

Ezra 7

Ezra 8

OFF

Ezra 9

Ezra 10

Nehemiah 1:1-2:10

Nehemiah 2:11-3:32

Nehemiah 4

Nehemiah 5:1-6:14

OFF

Nehemiah 6:15-7:73

Nehemiah 8

Nehemiah 9

Nehemiah 10-11

Refuel
Students

BIBLE READINGBIBLE READING
September 2021September 2021

JesusJesus
the Coming King

12th
Baptism Sunday

Sunday Mornings 
WC lower level

5: Defending the Faith
12: John’s Vision of Jesus
19: Letters to the Seven 
Churches
26: Before the Throne

Wednesdays @ 
6:45pm

1: TAG Kickoff
15: Escape Room Challenge

Wednesdays @ 7pm 
in the FLC

1: Lesson night
8: Lesson night
15: Lesson night
22: Talent show!
29: Lesson night

Other Events

9: HHS Football Team Dinner

Also this month:

1st
Speaker: Madgy Ghabbour
• 7 pm, WC Auditorium

6th
Offices Closed for Labor Day

12th

Considering membership?
Find details on pg. 14.

17th
PrimeTime Event
• 6 pm, Renaissance Room

Bring a covered dish and 
join us for an evening of 
fellowship and 50’s themed 
music with John Kinley.

RSVP to Vida (304-617-7231) 
or Blanche (304-634-9512), 
or the church office

19th
Speaker: Rex Howe
• 6 pm, WC Auditorium

Want more 
insight from your 
Bible reading?

You can watch our Rooted 
podcast on lmbc.org 
or the LMBC app. Each 
week, our pastors analyze 
the selected scriptures 
to bring out additional 
insights.

Can’t be here 
in person?

Join us live Sundays 
at 9 & 10:45 am 

on Facebook, lmbc.
tv, or our LMBC app.

Rehearsals for the LKC 
Christmas Musical, Jesus is 
the Reason for the Season, 
continue each Sunday at 
6 pm in the LKC Room, 107. 
All children in Pre-K4 through 
6th grade are welcome. 

Register at lmbc.org/baptism-sunday 
to take this important step of obedience.

lmbc.org/rooted

8th

Visit lmbc.org/lkc or 
ask to join our Facebook group

youtube.com/c/refuelstudents

Kids ages 3 - 5th grade
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Revelation
Sunday Nights @ 6 pm

Watch previous studies 
and see a full schedule 
at lmbc.org/sundaynight

              Relaunch
Pick up the latest listing in any of our lobbies 

or check it out online at lmbc.org/groups.



C
hurch health is extremely important. 
However, I wonder if we really know how 
to evaluate the spiritual well-being of 

a Bible-believing Church. Things can appear 
healthy on the outside, but the inside can be 
sick, broken, and unhealthy. For example, the 
Church at Laodicea looked great cosmetically 
(Rev. 3:14-22). They were “rich, wealthy” and 
“had need of nothing” (v. 17), but when Jesus 
took their spiritual temperature, He said, they 
were “lukewarm.” Then, He said to them, “I 
will vomit you out of My mouth” (v. 16). Jesus 
exposed the sickness of the Church at Laodicea. 

How do you diagnose spirituality?  John 
MacArthur said, “In a day when a church is 
most likely evaluated on her cosmetics, it’s 

vital to know how to assess her true health.” 
In good humor, MacArthur reminds us, “They 
put cosmetics on corpses!”1 Truth! Most of the 
makeup is applied to make us look attractive, 
but the basic components of spiritual health are 
sometimes overlooked. 

My heart goes out to church leaders because 
we live in an age of rage and outrage.2 It’s not 
easy to lead in the 21st century. Unity is difficult 
(Eph. 4:1-3). Think about it. Our Pastor is pulled 
in three different directions every week of his 
life. The traditional crowd pulls him to the right. 
The contemporary crowd pulls him to the left. 
And the consumer crowd pulls him toward their 
personal preferences.3 Ministry is a lifetime of 
tug-of-war (spiritual warfare). When you’re 

pulled in different directions, how do you keep a 
church Bible-centered, healthy and on mission? 
Today, for the sake of brevity I want to examine 
“Three Marks of a Healthy Church.” 

The first mark of a healthy church is authentic 
worship. Thankfully, the Bible is a handbook on 
worship. Worship begins with understanding 
who God is. Isaiah proclaimed the greatness 
and awesomeness of God. He said, “Heaven is 
My throne, and the earth is My footstool.” Then 
he declared, “all things” were made by “My 
hand” and by My hand “all those things exist” 
(Isa. 66:1-2). When I begin to comprehend the 
vastness of God and become overwhelmed by 
His unlimited power, authentic worship flows 
from my heart to His. The healthy church will 
equip believers to worship in private and in 
public.

The strong church will equip the believer 
for private worship. Dallas Willard uses the 
expression, “practicing the presence of God.”4 
Nonetheless, we must teach believers the 
importance of a daily, private worship alone 
with God. Some call it a “quiet time.” Others call 
it “solace and solitude.” I like the expression, 
“prayer.” On August 26, 2006, MacArthur 
preached a sermon entitled, “Prayer: The 
Highest Form of Worship.”5 I agree. Prayer is 
the highest form of worship but unfortunately 
prayer is the least practiced of all the spiritual 
disciplines. A healthy church will train and equip 
believers to worship privately.   

Furthermore, the healthy church will promote 
the importance of public worship. Gathering 
with other believers is extremely important. 
Worship that is God focused, Christocentric and 
Spirit-filled. Believers singing together, praying 
together, hearing the Word together. Holding 
each other accountable. Loving one another. 
Sharing life together. The healthy church will 
place a great emphasis on private and public 
worship. Why? Because worship is eternal. 
It’s something we do corporately together 
on earth and corporately together in Heaven. 
Worship is not a feeling, a worked-up emotion 
or goose bumps on your arms. Worship is 

Bible-driven, doctrinally rich, faith building, 
and Scripture based. Paul insisted, “We walk 
by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Worship 
is faith, not feeling. Furthermore, worship 
is not entertainment, a particular style, or a 
popular song. Worship is being ushered into the 
presence of God, enjoying who His is, seeing 
how big He is while understanding how small 
we are. The healthy church will promote public 
worship as a Bible/faith encounter with God. 

On the other hand, the neglect of private and 
public worship ALWAYS leads to idolatry. 
Beware! When we minimize, reduce, or abandon 
private and public worship we naturally turn 
to “the things of this life” and the “things of 
this life” are temporal. Therefore, the healthy 
church will constantly proclaim the importance 
of private and public worship. I’m thankful for a 
Pastor and church that value worship. 

The second mark of a healthy church is a 
steady diet of Biblical preaching. When a 
church is nourished with Bible exposition that 
church will be a healthy church. The Bible is 
spiritual food for the believer. Job said, “I have 
esteemed your word more than my necessary 
food” (Job 23:12). In the same way that you 
need physical food to stay healthy, you need 
spiritual food to stay healthy. We need the 
bread of God’s Word (Matt. 4:4). 
A balanced diet of biblical preaching will 
produce spiritual growth. Peter tells us, “like 
newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the 
word, that you may grow thereby” (1 Pet. 2:2). 
The milk of the word produces growth, and 
growing Christians are healthy Christians. On 
the other hand, when we eat the world’s junk 
food, our spiritual health will decline, and our 
growth will be underdeveloped. We must go to 
the fountain of living water to find nourishment 
(Jer. 2:13). We can’t eat from the garbage dump 
of this life and expect to grow. In fact, just the 
opposite happens. Our spiritual life will shrink, 
shrivel, and wither. 

The preaching of the Word will build you up. 
Paul said, “I commend you to God and to the 
word of His grace, which is able to build you 
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Three Marks 
of a Healthy

1. John MacArthur, Endorsement page of Nine Marks of Healthy Church by Mark Devers, (Wheaton, IL Crossway, 2013), pg. 1.
2. For recommended reading see Ed Stetzer, Christians in the Age of Outrage (Wheaton, IL: Tyndale, 2018).
3. Remember the consumer “Worship Wars” of the 90’s? Consumer driven, based on personal preferences.

4. Dallas Willard, The Great Omission (New York, NY: Harper Collins Publisher, 2008), 125.
5. John MacArthur, https://www.gty.org/library/sermons-library/90-447/prayer-the-highest-form-of-worship.



up” (Acts 20:32). The Word has the ability 
(dunamai) or power to build godly qualities 
into your life. Thank God for biblical preaching. 
Stop and think. For almost 40 years, Pastor 
Lemming has preached the unsearchable riches 
of Christ to the members of Lewis Memorial 
Baptist Church. Week after week, he studies 
for hours. Yes! I said, “for hours.” We don’t eat 
fast food. He digs into the Word and prepares 
Bible-based sermons. He examines the historical 
setting. He explains the meaning of the Biblical 
text. He outlines, makes notes, jots down his 
thoughts, looks for appropriate illustrations, and 
then makes deep application. He consistently 
gives us a healthy portion of God’s Word. We 
eat well at Lewis Memorial. I listen to sermons 
every single day. I have yet to hear a better 
Bible preacher than Pastor Lemming. If you’re 
not careful, you will take him for granted, and 
you might even forget to pray for him. Pray for 
him to finish well. The spiritual health of Lewis 
Memorial is at stake. Thank you, Pastor, for 
feeding us the Word of God every week. 

The third and final mark of a healthy church 
is biblical evangelism. The church has been 
entrusted with the gospel of Jesus Christ (1 
Thess. 2:4). We’re commanded to carry this 
gospel “into all the world” and proclaim the 
good news “to every creature” (Mark 1:15). We 
have one mission, and the healthy church will 
never stray from that mission. On the other 
hand, as the consumer mentality permeates 
American culture, many churches take on a 
“country club mentality.” As a result, the gospel 
is minimized and eventually forsaken. 

Jesus had His hand on the pulse of the church 
of Sardis. They were sick. He said, “I know your 
works, that you have a name that you are alive, 
but you are dead” (Rev. 3:1). Everything looked 
good on the outside, but Jesus diagnosed 
them as “dead.” Unfortunately, churches are 
dying every day. Years of gospel neglect and 
ignoring the Great Commission have taken a toll 
on spiritual health. No one has been saved in 
years. No spiritual babies are being born again, 
no sign of gospel life is evident, and those 
churches are pronounced dead for all intents 
and purposes. An autopsy would reveal “no 
gospel life.” I was thankful last Sunday that we 
saw four souls come to Christ in the services 

of Lewis Memorial. How do we keep Lewis 
Memorial healthy? How do we keep evangelism 
and gospel witness alive? Let me give you four 
healthy habits: 
    
Healthy Habit #1: Invite. Constantly invite your 
family and friends to church. The statistics are 
staggering. More people come to Christ simply 
because a friend invited them to church than 
any other way. I was saved because someone 
invited me to church. Pastor Lemming was 
saved because a Youth Pastor invited him to 
church. Invite people to your small group. Invite 
people to study Revelation with us on Sunday 
night. Invite people to VBS. Invite people on 
special days (like family Sunday). Develop the 
healthy habit of “invite.”  

Healthy Habit #2: Prayer. Evangelistic praying 
is a great way to reach people for Christ (Rom. 
10:1; 1 Tim. 2:1-8). God promises prayer works, 
but we must do the work of prayer. Pray for 
your unchurched family, neighbors, and co-
workers. Prayer keeps me gospel-focused and 
mission-minded. I am greatly encouraged when 
I look at my prayer list and see highlighted 
names with a yellow highlighter and a date 
beside their name. God answers prayer, and 
God gets all the glory. Develop the habit of 
evangelistic prayer.

Healthy Habit #3: Stewardship. Invest your 
money in souls, missions, and faith promise. 
Thank God Lewis Memorial is a mission-minded 
church. Pastor Lemming has intentionally led 
us to be about foreign missions. Together (as 
a church body), we can support and send 
missionaries around the world. World missions 
have purposefully been woven into the DNA of 
our Church from day one of Pastor Lemming’s 
ministry. In just a few weeks, we will have our 
annual Missions Celebration (October 3-6). It’s 
the highlight of the calendar year. Faith Promise 
is good stewardship and a great investment in 
souls (Matt. 6:21). Our focus is not to be the best 
church in the world but to be the best church 
“FOR” the world. A healthy church is a giving 
church, and we are all about good stewardship. 

Healthy Habit #4: Be friendly. The combination 
of friendliness and evangelism are ALWAYS 
blended in the healthy church.  Paul insisted, 
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“Welcome one another as Christ 
has welcomed you” (Rom. 15:7). 
Wow! What would happen if 
we obeyed that one verse? Be 
intentional. Make it your goal to 
meet one new person at church 
every week. Write their name 
down. Pray for them. Remember 
their name and greet them by 
name the following Sunday. 
Names are a big thing to God 
and a big deal to people. If 
we’re not concerned about the 
unsaved inside the church, we will 
NEVER be concerned about the 
unsaved outside the church. God’s 
business is reaching people, and 
reaching people is why we exist. 
We must get better before we 
grow bigger. If we are not laser-
focused on taking care of the 
ones God sends us, He will NOT 
send us more. We get better when 
we are people-focused. Always 
remember the healthy Church is 
an evangelistic Church. Constantly 
inviting, faithfully praying, biblical 
generosity, and over-the-top 
friendliness are healthy habits we 
must develop. 
 
How important is the health of 
our church? We can look good on 
the outside, but are we healthy on 
the inside? Let’s determine to be 
a people about authentic worship 
both privately and publicly. May 
we all eagerly receive a healthy 
portion of biblical preaching from 
our Pastor every Sunday. And 
finally, may we all be about biblical 
evangelism. Let’s always be 
inviting our friends, praying for the 
unchurched, giving to missions, 
and being a friendly people for the 
glory of God. The health and 
vitality of our church are at 
stake, the eternal destiny of 
souls hang in the balance, 
and the glory of God is our 
ambition. Be intentional! Be 
a healthy Church!

“
The health and vitality of 
our church are at stake, the 
eternal destiny of souls hang 
in the balance, and the glory 
of God is our ambition. Be 
intentional!

by Tim Yates

Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who oversees the Life Groups at Lewis 
Memorial. Tim and his wife Myra grew up locally and graduated from 
Barboursville High School. Both Tim and Myra are multiplying small group 
leaders and thoroughly enjoy their role as trainers and equippers for the 
glory of God. They have a passion for making disciples and mentoring 
small group apprentices.



THE STORY

BEHIND THE MURAL
(painted by Grace Shaffer)

“He is like a tree planted by streams of water that 
yields its fruit in its season, and its leaf does not 
wither. In all He does he prospers.” Psalm 1:3

You may have noticed the beautiful addition of this 
Scripture as well as a mural of a tree in the stairwell 
of the main building. This mural is a symbol of our 
heart’s desire as a church for our ministry to children. 
Each child is like a little seed. The seed is planted, 
through salvation, in the fertile soil of God’s Word, 
is fed by its truths and nourished with the work of 
the Holy Spirit, then displays the fruit of good works 
to others, and in turn, grows into a strong adult. 
We placed the tree in the stairwell to symbolize our 
work on the lower level as the “planting” and the 
“watering” till they reach maturity and are sent to the 
upper level to take their place as spiritually strong 
adults.

We hope you will take a few minutes to stop by and 
see the mural.
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Mark your calendars for our annual Missions 
Emphasis Week. This year we are taking a look 
back so we can refocus on what it’ll take to 
face the future of missions. We’ll hear from long 
time missionary partners, Trey Bailey and Tony 
Hess, and meet new missionaries, Wade & Kacey 
Rainey. There will be nights of retro fun along 
with a new challenge to take the Gospel to the 

ends of the Earth.

Oct. 3
Sunday morning with Trey Bailey
Sunday evening at Barboursville Park
Oct. 4
International Dinner
Oct. 6
Wednesday evening combined small group 
gathering in WC Auditorium

Oct. 3-6



For more missionary updates, go to 
lmbc.org/missionary-updates

First of all, thank you for praying. I helped at 
two different churches in a lot of different 
roles because we had only missionaries and a 
few teens at each location to run the camps 
(normally they would have a team from the 
U.S. come help). I spent my time decorating 
for camp, singing songs, performing in 
puppet skits and people skits, teaching crafts 
at one church, taking pictures, assisting 
with teaching baseball, and interacting with 
a variety of elementary-aged Spaniards in 
English. Each week we had between 24-
30 kids; the majority (90% or more) have 
never professed faith in Christ (nor their 
parents). The Gospel was shared, and we 
are continuing to pray that when the Friday 
evening Bible clubs start up again - many 
kids will want to attend, and their exposure 
to the Gospel would cause them to make 
faith decisions. 

Megan also writes a sweet devotional on 
being the fragrance of God which you can 
read in her full update at 
lmbc.org/missionary-updates. 

My plan was to return to Toulouse at the 
end of September. However, I am currently 
without a passport. There is a long delay as 
they are experiencing a larger than normal 
demand for passports. Instead of the normal 
6 weeks, they are saying that it might take as 
long as 18 weeks to receive my new passport. 
So, once again, I am waiting on God’s perfect 
timing. Thanks for praying with me for 
patience and peace as I wait on Him. - Wendy

Post-COVID Update: Other than fatigue, 
Tom feels pretty much back to normal, and 
the doctor was happy with his progress. 
The biggest frustration for Marilyn is the 
weakness in her legs, but the doctor says 
that she lost a lot of muscle mass, which is to 
be expected after laying in the hospital bed 
for 18 days.

You will want to read the complete update 
chronicling their COVID journey. It is a 
beautiful story of God’s goodness. 

MISSIONARIES OF THE 

MONTH
IN EUROPE

Andy & Mimi Bonikowsky, Spain

Joel & Debbie Dicks, Hungary

 SECURED  SECURED F. Family, Bulgaria

Tony & Dawn Hess, Russia

Wendy Hinzman, France

Megan Kuhn, Spain

Tim & Kathy Laughlin, Ireland

Brent & Tammy Lowe, Portugal

Doug & Kathy McClain, Germany

Nahum & Arin O’Brien, Norway

Rick & Jen Peace, Ireland

Jason & Adele Rice, Slovakia

Amber & Doug Staley, Ireland

Joshua & Denise Steward, Ireland

Mark & Hillary Stipp, Spain

David & Annalise Wilson, England

SECURED SECURED W. Family, Bulgaria
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 NEWS FROM THE

 MISSION FIELD

In their last update, the Humphreys shared 
how God was leading them from their ministry 
in New Zealand to minister to three church 
plants in Queensland, Australia. We are 
happy to say that they have arrived safely in 
Queensland. They shared both praises and 
prayer needs in their recent update. One 
particular praise was concerning those they 
left behind in New Zealand. - They write: 

“We are so pleased that Steven is leading our 
Wednesday bible study in Auckland. He is 
taking the leadership position and has invited 
everyone to his home to continue the Bible 
study. Last night was the first meeting and 
Steven reported that it went well. We have 
taught them for over five years and they have 
grown and have shown great appreciation to 
the Lord in continuing the bible study during 
our absence. We praise the Lord! Please 
pray for Steven as he leads this group.” They 
go on to write, “We continue to covet your 
prayers as we begin our ministry here. We 
believe that the Lord has given us a wonderful 
opportunity to serve Him here in Australia at 
this time. He has led and organized our path. 
His timing is always good and He is always 
good! - Pray with us as we wait upon (serve) 
the Lord as He uses us to glorify Himself here. 
Thank you for your continuing prayers and 
financial support.” - John and Mihyon

WENDYWENDY

HINZMANHINZMAN

TOM & MARILYNTOM & MARILYN

WILSONWILSON

JOHN & MIHYONJOHN & MIHYON

HUMPHREYHUMPHREY
MEGANMEGAN

KUHNKUHN
PRAYER PRAYER 

REQUESTREQUEST

UPDATE/UPDATE/
PRAISEPRAISE

NEWSNEWS
FROMFROM

MADRIDMADRID

CHANGES,CHANGES,
PRAISE,PRAISE,

& PRAYER& PRAYER



WE’RE EXCITED TO WELCOME BACK

OPERATION CHRISTMAS 
CHILD
We need your help. With all of the restrictions 
that 2020 brought we were unable to ask for 
your help in *collecting items for the shoebox 
gifts - but this year we have no restrictions. 
While it seems impossible that it is already time 
to begin we are only 2 months out from our 
packing parties. For the month of September 
we will be collecting hygiene items. 

The following items are what we are most in 
need of: 
• Washcloths
• Bars of soap
• Combs
• Hairbrushes
• Toothbrushes
• Very important! No toothpaste or liquid 

items such as shampoo

*Donation bins are in all Worship Center lobby 
areas.

WE WANT TO SAY

THANK YOU!
...  to Grace Shaffer who provided the 
beautiful mural in our LKC stairwell.

DIFFERENCE MAKERS
 SERVE GOD SERVE OTHERS

You can be a difference maker 
in a number of areas around the 

church. Visit lmbc.org/serve to 
find specific needs and see where 

you can serve here at LMBC.
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Who delivers shoebox gifts?

Operation Christmas Child is a global program 
facilitated through hundreds of thousands of 
trained volunteers. Local believers in more 
than 100 countries deliver Operation Christmas 
Child shoebox gifts, present the Gospel, and 
facilitate our follow-up discipleship program, 
The Greatest Journey.

With this approach, local Christians who 
know the culture and language best are 
given effective resources with a solid biblical 
foundation to share the Gospel in their 
communities. We equip ministry partners—
local pastors or church leaders—to be our 
volunteer representatives by providing 
thorough, detailed training for them to be able 
to facilitate a shoebox outreach event and 
present the Gospel.

Trained National Leadership Team members, 
ministry partners, and The Greatest Journey 
teachers are volunteer roles filled exclusively 
by these national Christians. To learn more 
about these roles, visit our Volunteer Network 
page.

What happens after my shoebox gift is 
delivered?

Local ministry partners distribute your gifts to 
children in their communities. After receiving 
shoebox gifts, many boys and girls are invited 
to enroll in The Greatest Journey, our 12-lesson 

discipleship program. Through the program, 

ministry partners are able to establish long-
term, caring relationships with children and 
families, sharing the love of Jesus Christ. 
Learn more about how God is using Operation 
Christmas Child in the work of evangelism, 
discipleship, and the multiplication of believers.

What is the $9 suggested donation per box?

The $9 per shoebox is a suggested donation. 
This amount is critical to cover project costs 
involved in collecting, processing, and shipping 
your shoebox gifts to over 100 countries. It 
also provides for ministry materials such as The 
Greatest Gift Gospel Booklet and The Ministry 
Partner Guide. We encourage those who are 
unable to include $9 per box to consider 
asking a group in their church or a family 
member to sponsor this part of the shoebox 
gift.

OCC F.A.Q.
Frequently Asked Questions

12



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are 
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with 
joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for 
your benefit. Hebrews 13:17 NLT

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
• Joann Chukwuemeka, Royale 

Brown’s mother
• Steve Ellis, Bert Ellis’ husband
• Bob Howerton, Jonah Howerton’s 

grandfather
• Bernice Kitchen, Ann Lowder’s 

mother
• Joy Qualls
• Brenna Shavor, Charley & Becky 

Ross’ daughter

Pastoral Staff Birthdays
• Jeremy Shaffer (7th)
• Bill Blankenship (30th)

OUR

PASTORS
              LOOKING FOR A

      STARTING POINT?
                   How to join our community of faith

David Lemming Senior Pastor
Dr. David Lemming has been the Senior Pastor of Lewis Memorial Baptist Church in 
Huntington, West Virginia, since December 1982. He was saved as a teenager and 
early on became actively involved in various phases of Christian ministry. He has a 
heart for people and actively seeks new ways of extending Christ’s love to those in 
Huntington and around the world. He and his wife, Mary, have two grown children 
and three grandchildren.

Jeremy Shaffer Executive Pastor
Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor who oversees the technical and administrative 
areas of the ministry. He regularly works alongside his wife Rebekah in the Children’s 
Ministry, teaches in the LMBC Bible Institute, and teaches together with his wife, 
tackling marriage and family topics as well as general Bible studies for adults. He has 
been serving the Lord at Lewis since 2004. He and Rebekah have two children, Grace 
and Luke.

Phil Newberry Membership Pastor
Phil and Ann Newberry have been faithfully serving the Lord at Lewis Memorial 
Baptist Church since 1972. They prepared for service at Tennessee Temple University. 
Over the years, their service has focused on reaching the young people of the 
area. Phil and Ann have served as the youth leaders for junior high and high school 
students, directed the children’s church ministries and led the college department. 
Phil has also been active in the music ministry and is an ordained deacon.

Matt McClay Student Pastor
Matt McClay oversees the student ministry at Lewis. He was raised locally in 
Huntington and married his wife April in March of 2011. In May of 2012, Matt and 
April welcomed their daughter, Addison, into the world. Matt has a heart for student 
ministry, the outdoors, and redeeming technology for God’s glory.

Bill Blankenship Hospital Visitation Pastor
Bill Blankenship oversees the hospital and nursing home visitation program at
Lewis Memorial. Bill and his wife, Debbie, have a loving and caring heart for the sick,
shut-ins, widows and widowers. Bill and Debbie married in 1974 and have two
grown children and are proud grandparents of Grace, Olivia, Jaxon, and Christian.

Tim Yates Life Group & Outreach Pastor
Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who oversees the Life Groups at Lewis Memorial. 
Tim and his wife Myra grew up locally and graduated from Barboursville High School. 
Both Tim and Myra are multiplying small group leaders and thoroughly enjoy their 
role as trainers and equippers for the glory of God. They have a passion for making 
disciples and mentoring small group apprentices.

Nathan McClay Worship Pastor
Nathan McClay is an assistant pastor and oversees the music and worship ministry 
of LMBC. He has been serving God at Lewis since 1991. Nathan and his wife, Audrey, 
have four children and two grandchildren.

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
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 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at 
lmbc.org/connect.
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1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Come to the next 
Starting Point on
Sept. 12 @ 5 pm 
in the SMB Cafe, 
where you’ll meet with 
our Pastors to begin 
your membership 
experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
Pre-register: lmbc.org/
starting-point
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