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13th 
6 pm 

23rd 
7 pm 

Our second Sunday Evening live stream for December will be 
a special night of music and entertainment in celebration of 
Christmas. Join us for Music and Scripture and fun surprises.

Save the Date for this one-of-
a-kind Christmas gathering.

DECEMBER
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Due to the ongoing battle of 
Covid-19, we are still observing 
the socially-distanced seating 
of every other pew and 4-6 
ft between each ‘family’ unit. 
We are also asking all who 
attend any of our services, out 
of consideration for the high-
risk and elderly and due to the 
Governor’s recent mandate 
that you keep a mask on while 
in the church buildings.

Our office is fully staffed Monday 
- Friday from 9 am - noon and 
1 - 4 pm but will be closed from 
Christmas Eve through Jan. 1. 
In case of emergency you can 
reach us on the emergency 
pager at 304-691-0633.

Can’t be here in 
person?
Continue to join us live 
Sundays at 9 and 10:45 am 
on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

If you would like to know 
more about what groups 
are meeting and how to get 
connected, please contact the 
church office at 304-736-7676.

Back in the SMB!
Wednesdays 
@ 6:45pm

Join us online
Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
Fri, & Sat @ 11:30am

youtube.com/c/refuelstudents
Read more on pg. 7
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1 Corinthians 12-14

1 Corinthians 15-16

2 Corinthians 1-5

2 Corinthians 6-10

2 Corinthians 11-13

Galatians 1-3

Galatians 4-6

Ephesians 1-4

Eph. 5-Philippians 1

Philippians 2-4

Colossians

1 Thessalonians

2 Thes.-1 Timothy 2

1 Timothy 3-6

2 Timothy

Titus-Philemon

Hebrews 1-6:12

Hebrews 6:13-10:18

Hebrews 10:19-12:28

Hebrews 13-James 3

James 4-1 Peter 2

1 Peter 3-2 Peter 1

2 Peter 2-1 John 2

1 John 3-3 John

OFF

Jude-Revelation 3:13

Revelation 3:14-8:13

Revelation 9-13

Revelation 14-17

Revelation 18-20

Revelation 21-22

Follow this month’s daily 
Bible reading plan below to 
refocus in 2020.

BIBLE READING

Daily Devotions ...
are posted by our pastoral 
staff on Facebook, lmbc.org,
and on our LMBC app. Be 
sure to take advantage of 
this daily wisdom from God’s 
Word.

Need to be Baptized?
We are beginning to take 
reservations for baptisms. 
If you are interested in 
our safety procedures and 
availability call the church 
office at 304-736-7676.

6th 
5 pm

Meeting in the 
FLC Gym!
Sundays @ 9 am

Wednesdays 
@ 7pm

Read more on pg. 7
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Interested in being a member of LMBC or finding out 
more? Join us for Starting Point. Space is limited so 
registration is a must. You can do so by calling the office 
at 304-736-7676 or visiting lmbc.org/starting-point.
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Merry Christmas and Happy New Year 
are the words that ring out joyfully 
everywhere during the month of 

December. It’s a wonderful time of gift-giving 
and celebrating together with family and friends. 
It usually involves eating way too much food as 
well! Can I get a witness?

Who doesn’t enjoy the pretty lights and brightly 
decorated homes reminding us that the Light of 
the World has come to be our Savior? My prayer 
for each of you is that you will enjoy this season, 
remembering the happy times of life and the 
most important Gift from Heaven. 

As I’ve aged, the Christmas celebration has 
changed for me in some significant ways. I 
suppose it’s the reality that with maturity comes 
a deeper understanding of what really matters in 
life. The things I used to think were so important 
have diminished in their luster and have faded 
into the background of my holiday celebrations. 
You know what I’m talking about, don’t you? 
Maybe you feel some of these same kinds of 
emotions about the holiday season. 

For instance, as a child, I used to think the most 
important thing on Christmas Day were the 
presents under the tree. I still remember getting 
up to find gifts from my parents all laid out in our 
living room. As we walked into the room my dad 
was filming everything we did with his Brownie 
Camera whose light bar was so bright it made 
it nearly impossible to look directly at him. He 
kept encouraging us to look up and most of what 
you see in his videos are three kids squinting and 
covering their eyes trying to smile for the lens. 
The nights before Christmas I couldn’t sleep in 
anticipation of seeing what “Santa Claus” had 
brought me. And I still wonder how he eats all 
those cookies and drinks all that milk in one night 
without getting sick.

When my wife and I were raising our children it 
wasn’t the presents under the tree that brought 
me joy, it was seeing our children’s faces as they 
opened their gifts on that special celebration 
day. Don’t get me wrong, I still enjoy seeing my 
children and grandchildren open their gifts on 
Christmas morning and watching their smiles as 
they trash the room with their paper and boxes 
discarded on the floor. However, things have 

evolved for me over these past several years in 
how I feel about the most important things I give 
my family during the Christmas season. As much 
fun as it is to give gifts to those I love, for me, it’s 
making memories with them that transcends all 
the temporal gifts we give and receive. 

This year we aren’t doing the traditional 
Christmas thing! You know, getting up early 
Christmas morning, eating a special breakfast, 
gathering with the family to open gifts, having 
lunch together, and then off to take our much 
deserved long winter’s nap. Actually, we’re 
planning something altogether different that 
we’ve never done before. We’re not spending all 
our money this year on gifts and food so we can 
do something else that brings us together as a 
family in a way that creates memories that will 
stay with us long after the latest tech toys have 
lost their hype and the holiday foods are all eaten. 

Every family is different and I certainly don’t 
intend to tell your family how to celebrate the 
holiday season, other than to keep Christ at the 
center of it all. It’s just that for me at this time 
in my life, memories are what I believe are the 
most important gifts we can give to each other. 
Memories that don’t even have to cost any 
money or require any special instructions!

To be certain, there will still be a few gifts under 
the tree to open and I’ll still get joy out of 
watching my grandchildren’s faces light up as 
they try on their new clothes or try out their new 
gadgets. But, what I want more than anything is 
for them to remember spending time together as 
a family making memories that will go with them 
for the rest of their lives. That’s why we are doing 
things differently this year, so we can enhance 
that part of the experience. I truly believe that 
the greatest gifts we give our families can’t be 
bought with money!  

I was recently thinking back over my years as 
a child growing up and I really can’t remember 
very much about any specific gift I received on 
Christmas Day, except for one. It was a brand 
new Schilke trumpet that my parents gave me 
so I didn’t have to continue using a school-
issued instrument. One reason I remember that 
gift so well is because I found it in a closet well 
before Christmas Day. My mother told me that 
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Sundays @ 9 am (only)
Preschool - 5th grade meet in the Gym 
(Drop off at the FLC)
Socially distanced, sanitized, safe!

Holly Jolly Zoo
Wednesday, Dec. 2 from 6-8 pm

PJs, Cookies, & Cocoa
Wednesday, Dec. 16 at 7 pm

Visit lmbc.org/lkc for more info or ask to join our 
Facebook group.
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because I had looked in the “forbidden closet” 
she was going to take it back to the store since 
I had ruined my Christmas surprise. I suppose 
she had a change of heart because on Christmas 
morning that trumpet was in the living room 
with some other things they had gotten for me 
to open. Other than that one thing, the most 
memorable things for me about Christmas are 
being together as a family, as well as gathering 
at my Aunt’s house to celebrate the holidays 
with all of my aunts, uncles, and cousins. All of 
my mother’s family would get together for a 
big celebration along with a wonderful family 
meal. Eventually, we’d sit around my Aunt Daisy’s 
piano, singing beautiful Christmas songs until it 
was time to go home in the late afternoon. That 
memory and others like them are the ones that 
have lasted after all the other things have long 
been forgotten. 

Let me suggest that possibly giving the gift of 
memories might be a great gift idea for your 
family, too. I’m sure you are creating many of 
those already through the special things you do 
during the season. What I want for my family is 
to create more of those kinds of gifts that they’ll 
take with them for a lifetime and that doesn’t 
cost a boatload of money to make happen. I 
hope this year you’ll be able to give some of 
those kinds of memories to those you love the 
most. Long after you’ve gone to Heaven they’ll 
still be talking about “that time” when you were 
all together celebrating the season and having 
fun together as a family!  

By the way, the trumpet I received many years 
ago from my parents at Christmas still exists and 
is hung on my daughter’s wall in a family memory 
area of her house. I guess that the “forbidden 
closet” debacle will also live on in my memory for 
a good while longer. 

Merry Christmas to all of you and Happy New 
Year! May this season be a memorable one 
for you and all your family. Don’t waste a day 
worrying about the past! Enjoy the day God has 
given you and go make some new memories with 
those you love.

by David Lemming

Dr. David Lemming has been the Senior Pastor of 
Lewis Memorial Baptist Church in Huntington, West 
Virginia, since December 1982. He was saved as a 
teenager and became actively involved in various 

phases of Christian ministry. He has a heart for people 
and actively seeks new ways of extending Christ’s 

love to those in Huntington and around the world. He 
and his wife, Mary, have two grown children and three 

grandchildren.

What I want for my family 

is to create more of those 

kinds of gifts that they’ll 

take with them for a lifetime

“



2021 marks the 5th anniversary of our church-
wide Bible reading challenge. Many of you have 
been with us from the beginning, but there might 
be some out there who are new to LMBC and 
don’t know what it means to be “rooted.” Rooted 
is the name that was chosen for our church-
wide Bible reading program which is based 
on Colossians 2:6 (NLT), “And now, just as you 
accepted Christ Jesus as your Lord, you must 
continue to follow Him. Let your roots grow down 
into Him, and let your lives be built on Him.” Over 
these last five years, we have continued to root 
ourselves deeper and deeper into His Word. 

As we began in 2016, we took the approach of 
reading from a different theme or topic each 
month; in 2017, an abbreviated chronological 
reading of the Bible was the plan; in 2018, the 
focus was on a reading from a different genre 

each day of the week; in 2019, we took a 

biographical approach that allowed us to engage 
with the many characters that are found in the 
Bible. Then, in 2020, we took on the big task of 
reading the Bible through, from the beginning all 
the way to the end. In 2020 (not knowing how the 
world would change so drastically because of a 
virus) we added a weekly podcast that would give 
an overview of the reading for each upcoming 
week, which has been a huge success.

Now, taking into consideration all that we learned 
from 2020, the church-wide Bible reading for 
2021 will be focused simply on Jesus. The first 
week of readings for each month will focus on a 
different aspect of the character and life of Christ. 
For example, in January you will read about Christ 
the Creator; other months you will read about 
the Controversial Christ, Christ the Coming King, 
and Christ the Sacrificial Lamb. Starting each 
month out with a week of readings from Jesus is 

sure to keep you rooted in Him. The rest of the 
readings for each month will be topically and/or 
thematically based. 

But wait, there’s more. We will continue to 
produce a weekly podcast, this time, however, the 
podcast will be video-based with a team of two 
pastors. Each week a different dynamic duo will 
be hosting the podcast with encouragement and 
instruction about what to look for in your weekly 
reading. 

Each month’s reading will be published in the 
Connect magazine, on our LMBC website, and 
in our LMBC church app, per our usual practice. 
Lastly, if you have completed the Bible reading 
for 2020, even though we haven’t been able to 
punch your card, we will still be giving gifts to 
those who complete the 2020 plan. Details for 
the distribution of the gifts will be available in the 

January Connect. Questions? You know what to 
do, send them to biblereading@lmbc.org, and I 
will talk with you all next time.
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ROOTED IN 2021

by Jeremy Shaffer

Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor who oversees the technical 
and administrative areas of the ministry.  He regularly works 

alongside his wife Rebekah in the Children’s Ministry, teaches 
in the LMBC Bible Institute, and teaches together with his wife 

tackling marriage and family topics as well as general Bible 
studies for adults.  He has been serving the Lord at LMBC since 
2004.  He and Rebekah have two children, Grace and Luke.
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AMERICA

Teresa
Fox

Arizona (Native Americans)

Nathaniel & Stacy 
Wall

Utah (Mormons) Harry & Lydia
Boekell

C.E.F. (children)

Chris
Katulka

Friends of Israel

Trey & Terri
Bailey
S.C.O.R.E.

Tom & Selva
Kweder

Central Miss Clearing

Tim & Diane
Bilbrey
Daystar

Jerry & Sue
Thomas

B.M.W.

Becky
Hale

S.C.O.R.E.

Nathan & Erin
Sayre

C.E.F. (children)

Patrick & Lisa
McCoy

Alaska

Ok! I have to tell you about this wonderful 
moment that happened a few weeks ago. I have 
a dear Jewish friend, Lou. I’ve known Lou for 
years, I’ve ministered and prayed with Lou, and 
on countless occasions shared the gospel with 
Lou. He loves it when we pray together, especially 
when I end our prayers, “In the name of Jesus”.

Lou is extremely well connected in the Jewish 
community of Philadelphia and Israel! He spent 
his life serving in the Consulate of Israel in 
Philadelphia. Lou has sadly been diagnosed with 
stage 4 cancer. 

In light of Lou’s diagnosis, during one of our 
Friends of Israel online staff chapels, colleagues 
from all around the world stopped for a moment 
to pray for Lou. We recorded the prayer and sent 
it to him so he could watch it. 

Fast forward a few days, I received a Zoom 
invitation from Lou to celebrate his birthday 
online. When I logged on there were Jewish 
people from Philadelphia to Israel honoring him. 
The joke among his guests was, only Lou could 
throw a birthday party for himself and 70 people 
show up. It was great to see the outpouring of 
love for him. 

As he was going around talking about each 
person, he stopped and said to all of his Jewish 
friends. “I want to introduce my Christian friends, 
Chris Katulka will you say something?” I started 
to talk about the great relationship Lou has with 
the Christian community and then Lou cut me off 
and he said, “Chris… Chris… wait a minute. I want 
to play for all my friends the prayer video you 
sent me the other day. It’s only 4 minutes long so 
please nobody leave, just watch this video.”
During the prayer we read Scripture to Lou, 
we pray for Lou’s healing, and we lift him up in 

the name of the Jewish Messiah, Jesus! All of 
Lou’s friends witnessed genuine Christian love 
and support, and they all heard the truth of the 
gospel. We praise God for His grace and that he 
would use us to share the gospel, “to the Jew 
first” (Rom. 1:16).

Please pray for Lou and all those who heard our 
prayer! 

My FOI Team on the Field!
Ty’s Jewish friend introduced him to an elderly 
Korean lady, Myong.

Myong is 80 years old, she lost her husband 
in February and is facing family and financial 
problems. Her most pressing need, though, is 
salvation. Ty met with her several times, through 
Friends of Israel he was able to help with some 
of her financial problems, and he introduced her 
to a local Korean Baptist pastor.

Myong is in good hands, Ty and the pastor have 
shared the gospel with her, and suspect that 
she has become a believer, as evidenced by a 
dramatic change in her lifestyle in just the past 
few weeks. 

I couldn’t be more proud of Ty, it’s a testimony 
that his Jewish friends know his values and faith 
in Christ, which compelled them to call on Ty to 
help Myong. Praise God for how He’s using Ty 
and his family in Las Vegas. 

Here is the latest from missionary ...             

 CHRIS

KATULKA

Be an encouragement! Here’s how you can 
contact this missionary family:

Chris Katulka
FOIGM
P.O. Box 908 
Bellmawr, NJ 08099

For more missionary updates, go to 
lmbc.org/missionary-updates
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SEND THE LOVE OF CHRIST THROUGH  ...

YOUR GIFTS FOR JESUS OFFERING 
Last year, with your generosity, we were able to send $12,500 in humanitarian aid, drill a $15,000 deep bore 
well (our second), and send thousands of dollars worth of animals to impoverished families, giving them 
superior nutrition, dependable income, and the means they need to become self-sufficient.

Last year’s gift totaled $49,000, but look what we can do this year for $52,500 - just $3,500 more: 

*Rescue and Rehabilitate 15 malnourished children ($18,000)

*Feed 200 children for a whole year ($8,000)

*Provide 20 sewing machines ($3,500)

*Drill another deep bore well ($15,000)

*Send a livestock bundle ($3,000)

*Send 20 bicycles ($2,000)

*Send 25 sheep ($3000)

Will you help us exceed last year’s offering? Will you help us care for the needy in ways that not only impact 
them physically for years to come but that also offers them the hope of Jesus and eternal life - the True and 
Living Christmas Gift? What will your 2020 gift for Jesus be?

THANK YOU to everyone who contributed 
gifts, packed shoeboxes, made monetary 
donations, participated in the Kroger Community 
Rewards program, prayed or helped in any other 
way. The year has been different for sure but with 
your help we were able to send out 1,293 from our 
church and 18,252 from others - making a total 
shipment of 19,545. Your contributions in the total 
of $8,681 (at the time of printing) helped to cover 
the supplies and shipping costs that are a vital 
part of the program. We hope that your prayers 
will continue as the packages are shipped and 
delivered in the months to come - carrying the 
message of Jesus Christ and the 
hope of salvation.

JOIN OTHERS WHO ARE STRIVING TO BE

DIFFERENCE 
MAKERS

God called us to be salt and light to 
the world. This page is dedicated 
to efforts that help illuminate the 
darkness by shining the light of 
Christ. Will you be a difference 
maker?

WE WANT TO SAY ...

THANK YOU!
• To all who contributed to “Released”. 

We received $595 toward the 
monthly commitment of $1,120.          
If you would like to know more about 
the program and how to help, visit 
lmbc.org.

KEEP SOMEONE WARM WITH OUR ...

COAT DRIVE
• The cold winter months are almost 

here and WE NEED YOUR HELP! 
LifeBridge, our food and clothing 
pantry, is collecting new or gently 
used COATS to distribute to those 
who are in need. If you would like 
to donate a coat, you can leave it in 
one of the bins behind the LifeBridge 
house, beside the SMB.
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Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are 
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with 
joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for 
your benefit. Hebrews 13:17 NLT

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
• Skip Adkins, Deanna Scragg’s 

brother
• Keith & Frankie Jones, Beth 

Jenkin’s uncle and cousin
• Karen Peck, Lisa Bragg’s mother
• Orea Riley, Kay Ramey’s brother-

in-law
• Jimmy Smith, Gilbert Smith’s 

brother
• Rick Yates, Betty Yates’ son

New Members
• Hadley Bennett (by Baptism)
• Mason Smith (by Baptism)
• Anniston Yeager (by Baptism)

Curb-side service
The following items are available 
online or for curb-side pick-up: 
 
• Our Daily Bread Magazine      

(also available online at 
ourdailybread.org/read/)

• Word For You Today Devotional 
Book (also available on mobile)

• Printed copies of Connect Magazine

To receive your items, visit the 
appropriate link, or call the church 
office at 304-736-7676.

OUR

PASTORS
              A NEW

      STARTING POINT
                   How to join our community of faith

David Lemming Senior Pastor
Dr. David Lemming has been the Senior Pastor of Lewis Memorial Baptist Church in 
Huntington, West Virginia, since December 1982. He was saved as a teenager and 
early on became actively involved in various phases of Christian ministry. He has a 
heart for people and actively seeks new ways of extending Christ’s love to those in 
Huntington and around the world. He and his wife, Mary, have two grown children 
and three grandchildren.

Jeremy Shaffer Executive Pastor
Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor who oversees the technical and administrative 
areas of the ministry. He regularly works alongside his wife Rebekah in the Children’s 
Ministry, teaches in the LMBC Bible Institute, and teaches together with his wife, 
tackling marriage and family topics as well as general Bible studies for adults. He has 
been serving the Lord at Lewis since 2004. He and Rebekah have two children, Grace 
and Luke.

Phil Newberry Membership Pastor
Phil and Ann Newberry have been faithfully serving the Lord at Lewis Memorial 
Baptist Church since 1972. They prepared for service at Tennessee Temple University. 
Over the years, their service has focused on reaching the young people of the 
area. Phil and Ann have served as the youth leaders for junior high and high school 
students, directed the children’s church ministries and led the college department. 
Phil has also been active in the music ministry and is an ordained deacon.

Matt McClay Student Pastor
Matt McClay oversees the student ministry at Lewis. He was raised locally in 
Huntington and married his wife April in March of 2011. In May of 2012, Matt and 
April welcomed their daughter, Addison, into the world. Matt has a heart for student 
ministry, the outdoors, and redeeming technology for God’s glory.

Bill Blankenship Hospital Visitation Pastor
Bill Blankenship oversees the hospital and nursing home visitation program at
Lewis Memorial. Bill and his wife, Debbie, have a loving and caring heart for the sick,
shut-ins, widows and widowers. Bill and Debbie married in 1974 and have two
grown children and are proud grandparents of Grace, Olivia, Jaxon, and Christian.

Tim Yates Life Group & Outreach Pastor
Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who oversees the Life Groups at Lewis Memorial. 
Tim and his wife Myra grew up locally and graduated from Barboursville High School. 
Both Tim and Myra are multiplying small group leaders and thoroughly enjoy their 
role as trainers and equippers for the glory of God. They have a passion for making 
disciples and mentoring small group apprentices.

Nathan McClay Worship Pastor
Nathan McClay is an assistant pastor and oversees the music and worship ministry 
of LMBC. He has been serving God at Lewis since 1991. Nathan and his wife, Audrey, 
have four children and two grandchildren.

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 & 10:45 am (watch live 
at lmbc.tv)
6 pm (live stream , 2nd 
Sunday of the month)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions 
of Connect at lmbc.org/
connect-magazine.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Check out the 
information in the 
visitor packet you 
received when you 
registered with us or 
visit lmbc.org/what-
we-believe to learn 
about our core beliefs 
and more.

Meet with our 
Pastors to begin 
your membership 
experience. 
Call: 304-736-7676
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THE STAFF OF LMBC WISHES YOU AMERRY CHRISTMAS!
For this is how God loved the world: He 
gave His one and only Son, so that everyone 
who believes in Him will not perish but have 
eternal life. -- John 3:16 
May God’s gift of love fill your hearts and 
minds this Christmas and throughout the 
year - 




