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11th 
6 pm

Our SECOND SUNDAY evening service starts at 6 pm, 
via live-streaming at lmbc.tv.

OCTOBER
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While we are excited about 
gathering again as a church 
family, we are also being 
very cautious about making 
this a safe and enjoyable 
environment for everyone.

If you have experienced any 
COVID-19-related symptoms in 
the last two weeks, if you have 
compromising health issues, 
or if you’re not quite ready to 
venture out, please join us for 
worship from the comfort of 
your home. Keep in mind that 
we love you and we want to 
protect you!

For the safety and well-being 
of those joining us on campus, 
please consider the high risk 
and elderly among us in all 
that you do. Please remember 
that masks are required for 
everyone in attendance, per 
Governor Justice.

Continue to 
join us live ...
Sundays at 9:30 and 11 am 
on Facebook, lmbc.tv, 
or our LMBC app.

Back in the SMB!
Wednesdays 
@ 6:45pm

Join us online
Mon, Tues, Thurs, 
Fri, & Sat @ 11:30am

youtube.com/c/refuelstudents
Read more on pg. 11
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Matthew 10-12:21

Matthew 12:22-13:58

Matthew 14-16:12

Matthew 16:13-19:12

Matthew 19:13-21:46

Matthew 22-23

Matthew 24-25

Matthew 26-27:10

Matthew 27:11-28:20

Mark 1-3:12

Mark 3:13-5:20

Mark 5:21-7:23

Mark 7:24-9:37

Mark 9:38-11:33

Mark 12-14:9

Mark 14:10-15:20

Mark 15:21-16:20

Luke 1

Luke 2-3

Luke 4-6:11

Luke 6:12-8:3

Luke 8:4-9:36

Luke 9:37-11:28

Luke 11:29-12:59

Luke 13-15:10

Luke 15:11-17:37

Luke 18-19

Luke 20-21

Luke 22-23:25

Luke 23:26-24:53

John 1-2

Follow this month’s daily 
Bible reading plan below to 
refocus in 2020.

BIBLE READING

Daily Devotions ...
are posted by our pastoral 
staff on Facebook, lmbc.org,
and on our LMBC app. Be 
sure to take advantage of 
this daily wisdom from God’s 
Word.

Need to be Baptized?
We are beginning to take 
reservations for baptisms. 
If you are interested in 
our safety procedures and 
availability call the church 
office at 304-736-7676.

4th 
8, 9:30, & 11 am

Oct. 4th 
S’mores Under 
the Tent 
@ 9:30 am

Oct. 11th 
In the Gym!
@ 9:30 am

Read more on pg. 11

SERVICE TIMES:

9 & 10:45 am
Get Ready! We are making plans to return to our 

Sunday morning format of 2 services: 9 am and 10:45 am, 
with an extension service including live elements in the SMB 
at 9 am. Safety guidelines will still be followed in all services. 

If you are willing to participate in the extension service, 
please register at https://lmbc.org/extension-service 

or call the church office at 304-736-7676. 
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Coming Soon!



by Jeremy Shaffer

Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor 
who oversees the technical and 

administrative areas of the ministry.  
He regularly works alongside his wife 

Rebekah in the Children’s Ministry, 
teaches in the LMBC Bible Institute, 
and teaches together with his wife 

tackling marriage and family topics as 
well as general Bible studies for adults.  
He has been serving the Lord at LMBC 

since 2004.  He and Rebekah have 
two children, Grace and Luke. 54

LABOR 
IS NOT IN VAIN

For as long as I have been in ministry, 
Sunday morning services have always 
started with Saturdays.  Saturdays are the 

days in ministry life that you are thankful for 
because they give you time to get everything 
prepped for Sunday; but they are also days that I 
dislike because if something goes wrong, it goes 
wrong on Saturday.

In the last few months, the kid’s ministry at LMBC 
has been worshipping under the tent.  We’ve 
been calling it “Tent Church.” (we also have 
another area for toddlers called the “Toddler 
Tent”). Let me be the first to tell you, if you don’t 
know already, God is doing great things at Tent 
Church!  Tent Church, like all Sunday morning 
ministries, starts on Saturdays.  For the past 
several months, arriving early Saturday morning 
has been my norm.  Preparation has been critical: 
bailing water off the tents, pumping water off 
the tents in hard to reach places, setting up fans 
to dry out soggy carpet, and re-staking parts 
of the tent that have given way because of the 
weight of the water.  During this early morning 
preparation, I have a reoccurring conversation 
with God… “Lord, it would be nice for it to be 
dry once in a while.”  I often feel like the prophet 
Habakkuk, who had similar conversations with 

God.  For Habakkuk, God was going to use 

the nation of Babylon as an instrument of His 
judgment for Israel; He was going to allow 
Babylon to take Israel into captivity for 70 years.  
Habakkuk struggled to make sense of this as he 
had more conversations with God.  

Then, one Saturday, it finally happened!  I arrived 
at the church early, ready to begin prepping for 
Sunday, and I realized that everything was dry.  I 
can remember saying, “What?  This can’t be right, 
everything is dry.  Have I missed something?”  
My questioning of God’s ways, like the prophet 
Habakkuk, had turned to a walk of praise as I 
walked the entire tent areas checking every spot.  
As I finished, I pulled out my phone, thumbing 
through the screens to get to my weather app.  
Once I checked the weather report for Sunday 
morning, my heart sank in disbelief.  Today might 
be dry, but rain, rain, and more rain was predicted 
to hit the Tent Church about 30 minutes before 
we started on Sunday.  But then I thought, “this 
is the weather; it constantly changes. Surely by 
Sunday, the rain will be pushed back or maybe 
not even come at all.”  My morning conversation 
with God had turned from a time of praise to a 
time of questioning His ways: “Of all the weeks 
for the weather to come on Sunday, why this 
one?  We have our first baptism scheduled 
since this pandemic started; this was going to 

be a special day!”  After spending some time scrubbing out and 
sanitizing the outdoor baptistry (and having more conversations 
with God), I left the Tent Church area hoping that tomorrow would 
not be ruined by downpours of rain.  Like the prophet Habakkuk, I 
didn’t understand God’s plans or God’s ways but I still trusted Him 
to do what was best, even if it didn’t make sense at the time.  

Sunday morning arrived, and I just knew that the baptism needed 
to be canceled because the weather report had not changed.  But, 
abnormal to my personality, I didn’t have a plan B.  It wasn’t long 
before the rain started on Sunday morning, exactly as the radar 
had said it would days earlier – when has that ever happened?!  
Still, I have no plan B, so we are going to do this rain and all.  The 
rain continued intermittently as the kids starting arriving, and 
then more kids, and then more kids.  At that moment, God gently 
reminded me about the importance of having a child-like trust in 
Him.  As kids continued to stream in, I moved quickly to get extra 
chairs. We had more kids that Sunday for Tent Church than we’ve 
had since we started Tent Church.  

We began the service with a song, and then the rain started 
pouring harder; we had to move the kids’ chairs around the 
streams of water pouring off the tent and puddles forming on the 
carpet under the tent.  When we finished up the song, the rain 
slowed to a gentle drizzle, and we corralled all the kids outside 
the baptistry trough for the baptism.  For a brief moment, I had a 
chance to explain to them the meaning of baptism; never before 
was I able to do this in a group setting; they were extremely 
attentive, and there was something very special and Spirit-filled 
about that moment.  I baptized one child that day with all his 
family and friends gathered around to watch.  His baptism brought 
forward many others who I will baptize in the coming weeks.      

I see what God was doing now, and I see that God wanted to 
work his mighty and awesome ways through a child.  He wanted 
a child’s baptism to be a reminder that the church is still alive and 
active.  He wanted to remind all those children that the death, 
burial, and resurrection of Christ (through the imagery of baptism) 
is what is vital to our faith.  He wanted to remind the adults who 
watched that the gates of Hell will not prevail against the Church.  
He wanted to remind everyone of those faithful workers, who 
show up to serve in the children’s ministry every Sunday, that 
their labor is not in vain!  He reminded me that the simple faith 
of a child, who was set on being baptized (rain or not), is what 
I needed.  He reminded us all that although we could not see 
God’s plans, like the prophet Habakkuk, we still need to trust His 
ways.  Sometimes, God’s ways are mysterious, and sometimes we 
can’t make sense out of them, but God’s ways are always the best 
ways.  The prophet Habakkuk ends his book with a beautiful hymn 
of praise that captures what it means to trust God’s ways even 
though you might not understand God’s plan:

“Sometimes 

God’s ways are 

mysterious, and 

sometimes we 

can’t make sense 

out of them, but 

God’s ways are 

always the best 

ways.”

Though the fig tree may not 

blossom, 

Nor fruit be on the vines;

Though the labor of the olive 

may fail,

And the fields yield no food;

Though the flock may be cut 

off from the fold,

And there be no herd in the 

stalls – 

Yet I will rejoice in the LORD,

I will joy in the God of my 

salvation.

The LORD God is my 

strength; 

He will make my feet like 

deer’s feet,

And He will make me walk on 

my high hills. 

   – Habakkuk 3:17-19 (NKJV)
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How well are we living and loving like 
Jesus? If we are to imitate Jesus – to be 
a good reflection of who He is – we must 

know Him well. We must know how He talked, 
the habits He had – the company He kept, and 
the way He spent and prioritized His time. We 
must know how and even why Jesus loved 
and lived. We must know and understand His 
character and what made Him who and how He 
was.

We can only truly find these details in God’s 
Word, the depth of which is not meant to be 
examined here today but the crux of which is 
this – He was from God. God, who had loved 
the world so much that He gave Jesus, His only 
begotten Son, to suffer and die so that all who 
believed in Him might live. Everything He did 
and said, the way He lived and loved, how He 
responded, and the things He thought all hinged 
on Him being from God. Yes, He was Himself 
God, but He took on human form, making 

Himself also a man*, and it is that reference 

that I found myself examining in the passage I 
recently read from John 13:1-17.

His habits were Holy and Righteous – why? 
Because He was from God. He was found most 
often in the company of His disciples – but 
also – in the home and the company of sinners. 
Many questioned this, but we know it was 
simply and profoundly – because He was from 
God, sent to seek and save the lost. Because He 
was from God – He spent His time feeding the 
hungry, healing the sick, teaching the masses 
about the Kingdom of God, and communicating 
with the Father. He came to give life to the full 
– why – because He wanted us to be one with 
the Father just as He is. This oneness can only 
be experienced when we know God, which is 
precisely what Christ desired for all people – 
because He was from God.

Jesus wasn’t just their Lord and teacher. He 
was God Himself, yet, here we find Him, just 
before His imminent suffering and death, to 

Just before the Passover Feast, Jesus knew that 
his time had come to depart from this world to 
the Father. Having loved his own who were in 
the world, he now loved them to the very end. 2 
The evening meal was in progress, and the devil 
had already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, 
Simon’s son, that he should betray Jesus. 3 
Because Jesus knew that the Father had handed 
all things over to him, and that he had come 
from God and was going back to God, 4 he got 
up from the meal, removed his outer clothes, 
took a towel and tied it around himself. 5 He 
poured water into the washbasin and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet and to dry them with 
the towel he had wrapped around himself.

6 Then he came to Simon Peter. Peter said to 
him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?” 7 
Jesus replied, “You do not understand what I am 
doing now, but you will understand after these 
things.” 8 Peter said to him, “You will never wash 
my feet!” Jesus replied, “If I do not wash you, 
you have no share with me.” 9 Simon Peter said 
to him, “Lord, wash not only my feet, but also 
my hands and my head!” 10 Jesus replied, “The 

one who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, 
but is completely clean. And you disciples are 
clean, but not every one of you.” 11 (For Jesus 
knew the one who was going to betray him. For 
this reason he said, “Not every one of you is 
clean.”)

12 So when Jesus had washed their feet and put 
his outer clothing back on, he took his place 
at the table again and said to them, “Do you 
understand what I have done for you? 13 You 
call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and do so correctly, 
for that is what I am. 14 If I then, your Lord and 
Teacher, have washed your feet, you too ought 
to wash one another’s feet. 15 For I have given 
you an example—you should do just as I have 
done for you. 16 I tell you the solemn truth, the 
slave is not greater than his master, nor is the 
one who is sent as a messenger greater than the 
one who sent him. 17 If you understand these 
things, you will be blessed if you do them.

have gotten up from the table and removing 
all hindrances prepared Himself outwardly to 
perform a ‘servant-like’ expression of His love. 
As Matthew Henry said, “He taught them the 
value of spiritual washing and the cleansing 
of the soul from the pollutions of sin,” and He 
did this through the lowly act of washing their 
feet. In preparation for His departure, it seems 
He wanted them to not only witness an act of 
selfless love but to be the recipients. So, Jesus 
gave them a very humble and passionately 
moving example of serving others from an 
attitude of love and humility instead of from a 
position or status. He did this throughout His 
ministry as an example of how we are to live and 
love and serve. He loved beyond who and what 
He was and knew He was entitled to*. Jesus 
lived and taught a love that served not self but 
the Father and others and spilled out in actions 
that proved His love was not only genuine but 
one that endures to the very end.

*Therefore, if there is any encouragement 
in Christ, any comfort provided by love, any 
fellowship in the Spirit, any affection or mercy, 
2 complete my joy and be of the same mind, 
by having the same love, being united in spirit, 
and having one purpose. 3 Instead of being 
motivated by selfish ambition or vanity, each 
of you should, in humility, be moved to treat 
one another as more important than yourself. 
4 Each of you should be concerned not only 
about your own interests, but about the 
interests of others as well. 5 You should have 
the same attitude toward one another that 
Christ Jesus had, 6 who though he existed in 
the form of God did not regard equality with 
God as something to be grasped, 7 but emptied 
himself by taking on the form of a servant, by 
looking like other men, and by sharing in human 
nature. 8 He humbled himself, by becoming 
obedient to the point of death —even death on 
a cross! Philippians 2:1-8

by Mary Ellen Black

Mary Ellen is a member of the LMBC office staff and the copy and content editor 
for Connect Magazine. She is the leader of both the Joy and Insideout Life Groups, 
and she seeks to encourage, equip, and empower women to have a full and 
vibrant relationship with God and a passion for His Word. She is the mother of two 
grown daughters and the writer and creator of the blog “Me from the Insideout” 
(mefromthensideout.com).
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NORTH  EUROPE

Jason & Adele
Rice

Slovakia

Doug & Amber
Staley
Ireland

Joshua & Denise
Steward

Ireland

Nahum & Arin
O’Brien

Norway

Rick & Jen
Peace
Ireland

Tim & Kathy
Laughlin

Ireland

David & Annalise
Wilson
England

As soon as COVID-19 reached into Europe, and 
Slovakia in particular, we began to wonder what 
our summer might look like. What we thought 
might be a quiet summer spent at least in part 
inside, became our busiest summer yet. 
 
A Closed Door
Our yearly camp ministry in Štôla was canceled 
this year due to travel restrictions and other 
reasons. This left us feeling disappointed, to say 
the least. Perhaps you too have felt disappointed 
because of how life has changed due to COVID-19. 
We would encourage you to find comfort and 
hope in the truth of God’s sovereignty. His plans 
differ from ours and we look forward to uncovering 
them throughout life and ministry! 

Another Door Opened
In June, we got a call from a Christian camp in 
the Czech Republic where I (Jason) had spoken 
several times in the past. Due to travel restrictions, 
they were in need of help. After considering the 
implications of travelling to another country, we 
agreed to help at the camp for 3 weeks.
 
Camp cabins (Week #1: Staff Camp)
I preached each of the 4 days on the theme 
of being REAL. The counselors and staff were 
preparing to minister to many kids throughout 
the summer, so we underlined the importance 
of integrity in ministry and “taking our masks 
off” (the things that keep us from being real with 
God and others). Ironically, the day after giving 
this illustration, the restriction of wearing a mask 
indoors was lifted and we did not use them 
for the rest of the camp season! We had great 
conversations in small groups throughout the week 
and several made decisions on Friday.

Preaching during the staff camp week
(Week #2: Children’s Camp)
This week, our main task (Adele and I) was to 
shepherd the counselors. We met with them as 
a group several times throughout the week for 
support and encouragement. In addition to our 
group meetings, we also met with them 1-on-1 
twice during the week. In addition, I gave 3 group 
seminars, challenging them on the theme of 
missions.

Our boys were also involved in the camp. Dawson 
was a camper, Gavin and Peyton helped with 
the sports, Gavin gave a devotional, and Peyton 
roamed the grounds taking video clips. Fifteen 
children were saved and others made decisions to 
follow God by taking other spiritual steps in their 
lives.

A camp game (Week #3: Teen Camp)
In addition to our role of shepherding the 
counselors, I preached each day of teen camp 
using analogies from the camp’s space theme. 
Peyton helped out again with sports and video. 
Gavin became a counselor for the first time and 
greatly enjoyed his week. Two teens gave their life 
to Christ, including one from Gavin’s cabin, and 
others made various spiritual decisions.

Here is the latest from missionaries...             

 JASON & ADELE

RICE

For more missionary updates, go to 
lmbc.org/missionary-updates
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Continued on pg. 10 ...



FOLLOW @REFUELSTUDENTS ON INSTAGRAM OR DOWNLOAD THE REFUEL APP 
TO STAY UP TO DATE ON DETAILS OR CHANGES.
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A teen camp challenge
(Some Familiar Doors Looked Different)
We finished out the summer with our children’s 
camp in Bernolákovo. Although no teams could 
travel to help us and we were limited to 66 
campers, it went very smoothly. Adele headed up 
the English teaching and I ran the sports. I also 
split the preaching time with our pastor among the 
older group as we spoke on the life of Joseph. Two 
children were saved at camp, and some of the kids 
are now coming to other church events!
Can we share a couple exciting stories from the 
summer?

A young adult in our church who helped with 
our camp in Bernolákovo was bubbling over with 
excitement in our outside tent. We had just finished 
with our main teaching/preaching time and she 
was eager to share with us that she had just led 
a person to Christ for the first time in her life! 
She described the change that took place in the 
demeanor of the girl she talked to, how she went 
from being very concerned to showing joy about 
her decision to follow Christ. This young woman, 
wanting to make sure that the girl understood the 
nature of her decision, told her that there would 
be challenges and hardships ahead. However, the 
girl was resolute in her answer, expressing that she 
wanted to trust Christ as her personal Savior! For 
us, we were overjoyed for both the salvation and 
for the impact this decision had in our friend’s life.

I (Jason) was deeply impacted by the growth and 
learning that took place among our counselors 
at the Czech camp. While I did also preach to the 
teen campers during the third week, a big part of 
our role was to lead or shepherd the counselors. In 
the course of this shepherding, we were able to see 
spiritual growth and this was highly rewarding. We 
encouraged each one to share both their successes 
and their hard moments, and there were plenty 
of teaching moments that occured throughout 

our time together. Some of the them were first-
time counselors and we were encouraged by 
their sponge-like willingness to learn. Earlier, we 
mentioned the one-on-one meetings we were able 
to have with several of them. I was encouraged by 
the questions and by their openness, and I came 
away refreshed also by their testimonies. I also am 
excited that these relationships have continued 
past the summer and am looking forward to 
discipling these young people.

UPDATE: We are now in the 2nd wave of the virus, 
which has so far been worse than the 1st. However, 
the numbers are still low in comparison to other 
countries.

MEASURES: Among the measures currently in 
place: we need to wear masks indoors at all times 
and leave open spaces between households at 
church. In order to have seating for everyone, we 
use an outside tent in addition to our main seating 
area.

Praises
• Ability to participate in camp even in the midst 

of COVID-19.
• For the decisions that were made during our 4 

weeks of summer camp!
• One of our partner churches increased their 

support!

Prayer Requests
• Wisdom regarding starting our fall ministries.
• Unity among those that minister in our church’s 

community center.
• Wisdom for our church as Slovakia is in its 2nd 

wave.
• Gavin is scheduled to take his SAT on Sept. 

26th. Pray that it will take place amid various 
restrictions.

Be an encouragement! Here’s how you can 
contact this missionary family:

Jason & Adele Rice
rices@ricesfortheharvest.com
543 Randolph St.
Meadville, PA 16335

Oct. 4th @ 9:30 
S’mores under the tent! 
(Final Sunday under the tent)

Oct. 11th @ 9:30 
Kids move to the GYM for cooler weather! (Drop off 
at the Family Life center) 
social distanced, sanitized, safe!

Oct. 28 @ 7 pm
Join us for a drive in movie night in the DayStar 
parking lot! Each child will receive a treat bag. 

Nov. 4 @ 7 - 8 pm
Wednesday LKC Kids returns in the Gym (FLC)



GIFTS THAT SPREAD THE GOSPEL THROUGH  ...

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
While we cannot host packing parties at the church 
there are still ways you can help collect for, pack, and 
send boxes. 

Option 1: D.I.Y. Collect items, Pack the shoebox* 
at your home, and Deliver** to the church during 
collection week. 

*Box availability date will be announced soon. 

** Include shipping cost via check for $9 to 
Samaritan’s Purse.

Option 2: Build a Shoebox online. Make it your own 
by choosing from a list of gifts, you can 
even add a personal letter and photo. We’ll 
pack your shoebox and send it for you, for 
a suggested donation of just $25. Simply 
scan the code to visit the site:

Prayer is a powerful resource for strength and success 
in reaching others with the Gospel message. Please 
pray for:

• Victory in the salvation of the children (and their 
families) who receive the boxes.

• Strength for our OCC Team who work countless 
hours to organize, manage, prepare, and oversee 
all that goes into this ministry. 

Shipping is $9 per box and we ship approximately 
1500 just from our church. While the cost of each box 
packed by families is to be covered by that family our 
OCC Team also packs hundreds of boxes on behalf of 
the church and the church covers the shipping cost. 

JOIN OTHERS WHO ARE STRIVING TO BE

DIFFERENCE 
MAKERS

God called us to be salt and light to 
the world. This page is dedicated 
to efforts that help illuminate the 
darkness by shining the light of 
Christ. Will you be a difference 
maker?

WE WANT TO SAY ...

THANK YOU!
• To everyone who is helping support 

OCC shipping costs through the 
Kroger Community Rewards program. 
We have 68 registered shoppers 
whose purchases raised $444 during 
the 3rd quarter.

OCC COLLECTION ITEMS FOR

OCTOBER
(For complete details on the collection 
process please read the next column.)

• New or gently used small stuffed 
animals or beanie babies

• Bouncy balls, small footballs, etc.
• Match box/hotwheels cars
• Coloring books
• Jump ropes
• Yo-yo’s
• Small dolls

Very important: NO MILITARY or war-related 

items such as army figures. 1312

Amazingly, the first churches ever were started 
in each of these villages in 2019, soon after 
Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts were 
delivered to their children. Praise God!

Dian, dean of education at Africa Bible College 
University (ABCU) in Yekepa, Liberia, serves as 
an Operation Christmas Child ministry partner in 
the area. She worked with Sandee, a short-term 
missionary from Canada, to register children to 
receive Operation Christmas Child shoebox gifts. 

There’s only a footpath to Bolo, but one of Dian’s 
students named Francis volunteered to make the 
hour and a half walk from the main road to this 
isolated village. He scouted out the territory and, 
in addition, registered 80 children from the ages 
of 2 to 14 to receive Operation Christmas Child 
shoebox gifts. Dian was excited at the prospect 
but also puzzled.

“How do you transport 80 shoeboxes through the 
jungle on foot?” she asked. 

To her surprise, 50 students from ABCU volunteered 
to carry in the boxes. In partnership with another 
organization, they also brought food, medicine, and 
a digital player with an audio recording of the New 
Testament in the Mano language.

Under a tarpaulin shelter put up especially for the 
occasion, a student began to share the Gospel 
with them. --“When they asked how many had 
heard about Jesus, only a handful of children 

raised their hands,” Dian said.

Starting Churches

The village chief told the delegation that Bolo 
had never received gifts like this before and he 
thanked God for Samaritan’s Purse coming. When 
he explained that they had no church, one of the 
village elders offered land for the construction 
of a building for worship. As a result, the chief 
requested that ABCU send students to lead the 
new congregation each Sunday.

“We thought that was a tall order,” said Dian. 
“Who would walk every Sunday for 1.5 hours each 
way in and out of the jungle through searing heat 
and humidity, or torrential rainfall? How could 
you expect follow-up in such an isolated village 
with no road? We did not know what God had in 
mind.” But just two days later at one of ABCU’s 
chapel services, a student approached her and 
said that his evangelism team would start a 
church in Bolo that Sunday.

“Not only that,” Dian said, “but he said he would 
follow every Operation Christmas Child outreach 
event in unchurched villages to plant another, 
then another, and another church!”

OPENING DOORS
OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD OPENS HEARTS FOR THE GOSPEL

This is an excerpt from a story about how two new churches started among an unreached people 
group in Liberia as a result of Operation Christmas Child (OCC) Outreach Events. 

*For the full story, visit https://www.samaritanspurse.org/article/shoebox-gifts-go-even-where-there-is-no-road/
**Read more about how you can assist OCC on page 13.



Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are 
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with 
joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for 
your benefit. Hebrews 13:17 NIV

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
• Dane Armstrong, Jon Armstrong’s 

father
• William Lockhart, Mike Ross’ 

grandfather
• Idema Maynard, Patty Beymer’s 

mother

Baptisms
• Graham Burdick

Curb-side service
In our current and ever-increasing 
need for touchless service the 
following items are now available 
online or for curb-side pick-up: 
 
• Our Daily Bread Magazine      

(also available online at 
ourdailybread.org/read/)

• Word For You Today Devotional 
Book (also available on mobile)

• Printed copies of Connect Magazine

To receive your items visit the 
appropriate link, or call the church 
office at 304-736-7676 and make 
arrangements to receive your copy.

OUR

PASTORS
              HOW TO JOIN OUR FAITH

COMMUNITY
David Lemming Senior Pastor
Dr. David Lemming has been the Senior Pastor of Lewis Memorial Baptist Church in 
Huntington, West Virginia, since December 1982. He was saved as a teenager and 
early on became actively involved in various phases of Christian ministry. He has a 
heart for people and actively seeks new ways of extending Christ’s love to those in 
Huntington and around the world. He and his wife, Mary, have two grown children 
and three grandchildren.

Jeremy Shaffer Executive Pastor
Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor who oversees the technical and administrative 
areas of the ministry. He regularly works alongside his wife Rebekah in the Children’s 
Ministry, teaches in the LMBC Bible Institute, and teaches together with his wife, 
tackling marriage and family topics as well as general Bible studies for adults. He has 
been serving the Lord at Lewis since 2004. He and Rebekah have two children, Grace 
and Luke.

Phil Newberry Membership Pastor
Phil and Ann Newberry have been faithfully serving the Lord at Lewis Memorial 
Baptist Church since 1972. They prepared for service at Tennessee Temple University. 
Over the years, their service has focused on reaching the young people of the 
area. Phil and Ann have served as the youth leaders for junior high and high school 
students, directed the children’s church ministries and led the college department. 
Phil has also been active in the music ministry and is an ordained deacon.

Matt McClay Student Pastor
Matt McClay oversees the student ministry at Lewis. He was raised locally in 
Huntington and married his wife April in March of 2011. In May of 2012, Matt and 
April welcomed their daughter, Addison, into the world. Matt has a heart for student 
ministry, the outdoors, and redeeming technology for God’s glory.

Bill Blankenship Hospital Visitation Pastor
Bill Blankenship oversees the hospital and nursing home visitation program at
Lewis Memorial. Bill and his wife, Debbie, have a loving and caring heart for the sick,
shut-ins, widows and widowers. Bill and Debbie married in 1974 and have two
grown children and are proud grandparents of Grace, Olivia, Jaxon, and Christian.

Tim Yates Life Group & Outreach Pastor
Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who oversees the Life Groups at Lewis Memorial. 
Tim and his wife Myra grew up locally and graduated from Barboursville High School. 
Both Tim and Myra are multiplying small group leaders and thoroughly enjoy their 
role as trainers and equippers for the glory of God. They have a passion for making 
disciples and mentoring small group apprentices.

Nathan McClay Worship Pastor
Nathan McClay is an assistant pastor and oversees the music and worship ministry 
of LMBC. He has been serving God at Lewis since 1991. Nathan and his wife, Audrey, 
have four children and two grandchildren.

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

*TEMPORARY 
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8, 9:30, & 11 am (in-
person)
9:30 & 11 am (live 
stream)
6 pm (live stream , 2nd 
Sunday of the month)

WEDNESDAY BIBLE 
STUDY
7 pm

*to comply with 
state guidelines and 
accomodate crowds

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions of 
Connect at lmbc.org.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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1st
Baptism

2nd
Register

(pick 1)

3rd
Discover

4th
Experience

Trust in Christ and 
follow Him in believer’s 
baptism.

In Service: scan the QR 
code on the pew in front 
of you and let us know 
you would like to join.
Online: 
lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Coming soon! 
Watch the Starting 
Point and find out 
what is expected of a 
member of LMBC.

Meet with one of 
our Pastors to begin 
your membership 
experience.

14

Life Groups are vital to a believer’s spiritual 
growth. That’s why groups are still meeting as 

they are able even during this crisis. For help 
getting connected, contact Tim Yates 

at 304-736-7676 *209 or t.yates@lmbc.org




