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SEPTEMBER
6th

8, 9:30, & 11 am

While we are excited about
gathering again as a church
family, we are also being
very cautious about making
this a safe and enjoyable
environment for everyone.

If you have experienced any
COVID-19-related symptoms in
the last two weeks, if you have
compromising health issues,
or if you’re not quite ready to
venture out, please join us for
worship from the comfort of
your home. Keep in mind that
we love you and we want to
protect you!

6 pm

Follow this month’s daily
Bible reading plan below to
refocus in 2020.
1st Ezekiel 20:27-22:31
2nd Ezekiel 23-24
3rd Ezekiel 25-27
4th Ezekiel 28-31
5th Ezekiel 32-34
6th Ezekiel 35-37:14
7th Ezekiel 37:15-39:29
8th Ezekiel 40-42

Join Us
Under the Tent
Sundays @ 9:30 am

Under the Tent
Wednesdays
@ 6:45pm

We are excited to be
meeting again! Read more
about it on pg. 7

Join us online

Mon, Tues, Thurs,
Fri, & Sat @ 11:30am
youtube.com/c/refuelstudents

9th Ezekiel 43-46:18
10th Ezekiel 46:19-48:35
11th Daniel 1-3
12th Daniel 4-6
13th Daniel 7-9
14th Daniel 10-12
15th Hosea 1-7
16th Hosea 8-14
17th Joel 1-3
18th Amos 1-5:17

For the safety and well-being
of those joining us on campus,
please consider the high risk
and elderly among us in all
that you do. Please remember
that masks are required for
everyone in attendance, per
Governor Justice.

13th

BIBLE READING

19th Amos 5:18-9:15
20th Obadiah-Jonah
21st Micah
22nd Nahum-Habakkuk
23rd Zephaniah-Haggai
24th Zechariah 1-6
25th Zechariah 7-11

Our SECOND SUNDAY evening service starts at 6 pm,
via live-streaming at lmbc.tv. This month’s streaming
will include Missionary Guest, Kyle Guins, the son-inlaw of Greg Wagoner. Kyle and his wife, Abigail, are
currently on deputation. Tune-in to hear Kyle share
a message and information about where they have
been called to GO.
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26th Zech. 12-Malachi 4

Continue to
join us live ...
Sundays at 9:30 & 11 am
and Wednesdays at 7 pm
on Facebook, lmbc.tv,
or our LMBC app.

Daily Devotions ...

Need to be Baptized?

27th OFF

are posted by our pastoral
staff on Facebook, lmbc.org,
and on our LMBC app. Be
sure to take advantage of
this daily wisdom from God’s
Word.

We are beginning to take
reservations for baptisms.
If you are interested in
our safety procedures and
availability call the church
office at 304-736-7676.

28th Matthew 1-4
29th Matthew 5-7
30th Matthew 8-9
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I

don’t think anybody will dispute the fact that this year,
2020, has been one of the strangest years in most of our
memories. What started as a New Year full of promise and
expectation quickly turned into a year filled with fear, anxiety,
and death. Whether you are talking about the Covid-19
virus, the lockdowns, the murder hornets, the earthquakes,
the hurricanes, the wildfires, the riots, the sports and
entertainment closures, confusion over school plans, a political
race, and dozens of other things, this has already been a year
filled with significant challenges and we still have four months
to go!

THE
GREATER

RISK
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As difficult as it has been in the US, can you imagine how
difficult it has been for many of our cross-cultural missionaries
to take the Gospel to the countries of the world? Recently,
I interviewed one of these special “Ambassadors” working
in West Africa. I asked him how the people in his region of
the world were faring with the virus. He acknowledged that
the infected count and the numbers that have died from the
virus were considerably lower than in most countries. But,
he indicated that the people in his part of the world are very
fearful about the virus, partly because they hear about the
fear that is widespread in the western world. According to
him, they feel that if we have such anxiety in the west about
COVID-19, people who to them seem to have everything
medically available to treat the sick, then the virus must
be much worse than they are presently being told or are
experiencing.
Stop and consider for a moment that the chance of most
getting the COVID-19 virus is relatively low and the possibility
of dying from it is even smaller. A lot of that is due to the hard
work that has been done in the last few months to slow the
spread of the virus, as well as people following the guidelines
to stay safe. I’m not suggesting that this virus isn’t dangerous
and easily transmitted. All I’m saying is that we are in a better
place today than we were a few months ago when virtually
nothing was known about the outcomes we might face. Thank
God for these successes and we pray they will continue.
by David Lemming
Dr. David Lemming has been the
Senior Pastor of Lewis Memorial
Baptist Church in Huntington, West
Virginia, since December 1982. He
was saved as a teenager and became
actively involved in various phases of
Christian ministry. He has a heart for
people and actively seeks new ways
of extending Christ’s love to those in
Huntington and around the world. He
and his wife, Mary, have two grown
children and three grandchildren.

However, while the percentages of those getting and dying
from the novel virus is declining, the fact is that the mortality
rate of the world’s population is still registering at one hundred
percent. In other words, most of us will never feel the full
effects of this terrible illness ravaging the world, but nobody
will escape the clutches of death, ultimately!
This is at the heart of the reason we can never slow down our
work through missions locally or internationally, even when
we are battling a worldwide pandemic. People are going
into eternity either due to this virus or due to a myriad of
other things that ravage our bodies over the course of our
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lifetimes. Death doesn’t wait on anyone and no
one escapes the grasp of its boney fingers.
The need for worldwide missions efforts is as
great, if not greater than it has ever been. My
prayer is that some from our congregation will
ask God if He would have them to invest the rest
of their lives in this eternal cause. However, I truly
believe, if He doesn’t call us to go, then we have
to be willing to help those He has called.
Today, there are men and women spread all
over the world that are reaching the lost for
Christ and are able to stay there because of our
partnership with them. We have to be faithful
to this task, no matter what we are facing back
home at any particular time in our lives. Many
are going into eternity today and their only hope
to hear the Gospel is for people like you and me
to work together with missionaries on the field
through giving. Can you imagine facing death
due to the coronavirus (or anything else, for that
matter) and not having peace about what comes
next?
Let’s not be so busy trying to save our own
physical lives from a virus that most likely
we won’t even contract if we take the right
precautions and forget that millions of people
are in a condition that is far more perilous. They
not only have the temporal Covid-19 virus to
confront, they have the eternal consequences
of their own sins to face after death. And it is
100% certain that they will die from something,
whether it’s the novel virus or not.
I’m asking those of you that have been giving
to missions through our church to be consistent
with your gifts as we move forward into
2021. Thank you to so many that are faithful
to give even though you have been going
through difficult times this year. We have not
had to reduce or drop any of our missionary
partnerships due to the pandemic. For that, I
give God all the glory for continuing to supply
His work of spreading the Gospel of Jesus Christ.
Can I ask others of you that may give periodically
or have never given anything to missions through
our church to join our team as we continue our
partnerships with nearly ninety missionaries and
missionary projects? Because of the giving of
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our people we are able to provide financially for
some local missionary efforts, as well as all of
our international missionaries to the far reaches
of the world. It is some of the most rewarding
giving that any of us do because through it
we are helping to bring people into a right
relationship with God through Jesus Christ.

Sunda

ys at 9

:30!

Please pray over your missions offerings for this
next year and ask God to do something special
through you beyond your tithes for the ongoing
work of our local church ministries. Someday we
will meet people in Heaven that were reached by
a missionary we supported who in turn, took the
Gospel to them. What an exciting day that will
be for us and for them!

#FAITHPROMISE
Faith Promise giving is the primary way
we fund the missionary program of our
church. It is based on the principle from
Paul’s description of the Corinthian church:
“... they gave not only what they could
afford, but far more.” (2 Cor. 8:3). They
trusted God to provide an offering that
was beyond any of their known resources
because they recognized the cause was
worth the sacrifice. They pledged their lives
to supporting the Great Commission and
became a channel of God’s unlimited riches.

Toddlers through Kindergarten:
1. The tent is located on the lower lot beside
the lower Worship Center entrance.
2. It is a safe, shaded, and fenced in area with
toys and popsicles.
3. Send a water bottle.
We also have a Family Room located on the
lower level of the Worship Center where you
can stay with your young children and enjoy
the 9:30 service via live stream. The room will
include toys that are cleaned before and after
each service.

For 1st through 4th grades:
1. Drop off is on the upper parking lot beside
the Daystar House. (look for cones and
workers)
2. Send a beach towel and Bible.
3. Each child gets an activity bag and stays
socially distant on their towel. (don’t worry
we have bathrooms available and big fans to
keep us cool)
4. Music and a lesson.
5. Pick up in the same line as drop-off.

Our regular, systematic giving to the local
church is determined by the amount of our
income, but this offering goes beyond what
we have and says, “Lord, by faith I promise
to give not only what I can afford but far
more, in support of those you have sent to
spread the Good News.”
We encourage you to pray about how you
can be a part of Faith Promise giving and
the mission of taking the Gospel to the
world.
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H

SHEPHERD’S VOICE

ead in hands and heart racing, there’s
a ringing in your ears. Constantly
changing guidelines and rivaling news
reports, there’s unrest in the air. The many
voices of governors and leaders, each speak
in dissonance, continuously. From waking to
sleeping the bombardment of information in the
form of noise consumes our mental space. As a
result, the sheer volume compromises our ability
to discern the truth. The weary Christian feels
mentally trapped in the weeds of social media,
news and briefings. However, what if there was
a way to bring clarity in the chaos, silence in the
shouting, and rest for the run-down? Jesus, in
the Gospels, invites us to focus on a powerful
image.
The book of John, chapter 10, records these
words of Jesus:
“Truly, truly, I say to you, he who does not
enter the sheepfold by the door but climbs
in by another way, that man is a thief and
a robber. 2 But he who enters by the door
is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 To him the
gatekeeper opens. The sheep hear his voice,
and he calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. 4 When he has brought out
all his own, he goes before them, and the
sheep follow him, for they know his voice.
5
A stranger they will not follow, but they
will flee from him, for they do not know
the voice of strangers.” … 11 I am the good
shepherd. The good shepherd lays down his
life for the sheep… 16 And I have other sheep
that are not of this fold. I must bring them
also, and they will listen to my voice. So,
there will be one flock, one shepherd.
1

Notice first that there is only one Shepherd; all
others are thieves and robbers. What is the
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difference between a shepherd and a thief? The
shepherd is caring for the sheep for the good
of the sheep while the thief is in it only for his
own good. The shepherd enters through the
door and leads the sheep while the thief climbs
over the wall and forcibly takes the sheep. One
scenario is peaceful and quiet while the other is
chaotic and violent.
Notice next that the calling of the Shepherd is
personal. Not only are they called by name, but
He also calls them His own. A thief doesn’t
typically know the name of his victim, because
he cares only for himself. In stark contrast is the
Good Shepherd who cares so deeply for the
sheep, His sheep, that He knows each by name
and is willing to give His life for them.
Notice lastly that it is the voice of the Shepherd
that the sheep listen to. Imagine how noisy it
would be with many animals, various hired
hands, and other flocks nearby, yet when the
Shepherd speaks, the sheep listen. In all the
noise, the sound of His voice stands out.
Herein lies a priceless lesson: chaos can only be
calmed with one voice, the voice of the Savior.
It pierces through the thickest clamor and calls
to every believer. Yet while His voice is the
answer, hearing Him is not passive on the part of
the believer. We are called to daily spend
time with the Shepherd in order to intimately
know His voice. Can you recognize a voice
without hearing it repeatedly? Where do we
hear His voice? His Word is His voice and
each time we open the Scriptures we are
listening to our Shepherd. If you find yourself
today struggling to quiet the noise, if you need
peace in this chaos, turn to His Word. Listen
to His voice and tune out all others who come
unlawfully and who come to steal and destroy.

Moreover, when the Christian knows the
Shepherd’s voice the benefits and blessings of
being led by Him flow abundantly. David knew
the importance of being led by the Lord. He
illustrates this in Psalm 23:
The LORD is my shepherd; I shall not want.
He makes me lie down in green pastures.
He leads me beside still waters
3
He restores my soul. He leads me in paths
of righteousness for his name’s sake.
4
Even though I walk through the valley of
the shadow of death, I will fear no evil, for
you are with me; your rod and your staff,
they comfort me.
5
You prepare a table before me in the
presence of my enemies; you anoint my
head with oil; my cup overflows.
6
Surely goodness and mercy shall follow
me all the days of my life, and I shall dwell
in the house of the LORD forever.
1

2

Notice that when believers follow the Shepherd,
they find rest, refreshment and restoration.
When given the choice of riots or rest, torment
or refreshment, ruin or restoration, the decision
would seem obvious. Yet so many forfeit the
blessings of following the Shepherd by ignoring
His voice. Whether it is ignored unintentionally
or drowned out by outside noise, His voice
has been unheard far too long. Jesus is calling,
calling through His Word, for every believer to
tune out the noise of this world and focus only
on Him. It is the only way to walk through this
weary world.

by Rebekah Shaffer
Rebekah is the wife of Pastor Jeremy Shaffer and the mother
of Grace and Luke. She is the Children’s Ministry Director and
leads the Daughters of the King Life Group.

9

Here is the latest from missionary family...

TIM & CHARLENE

MISKIMEN

ASIA
MISSIONARIES

OF
THE
MONTH

We moved into another house a few months
ago and with our flights canceled, Charlene has
been doing a great job of making it our home.
The old house was home for 7 years and it is
still on Cai’s mind. Just a few weeks ago he
said, “Dad, when I grow up, if I’m a missionary,
I hope I can come back to Thailand, and then I
will rent our old house again.”

10

G. Family

ABTS (Asia Biblical Theological Seminary)
has had to cancel all its person-to-person
classes through the end of this year. None of
our professors can travel between countries.
We rolled out four online courses in May and
80 students have enrolled in them. Those 80
will be finishing their classes in September,
at which time we will launch six more classes
online.

L. Family

Middle East

China

J. Family

C. Family

India

Cambodia

D. Family
India

Part of graduation from ABTS includes filling
out an evaluation of the program and its effect
in the student’s life. Here is part of one from a
recent graduate:
Tim & Charlene
Miskimen
Thailand

“God is forever faithful. It was God’s will for me
to be a part of this program. I was very
Naive before I started and I trusted and
believed everything I saw on the God TV
channel, and read in the books I purchased or
borrowed. ABTS gave me the necessary skills
and tools to test everything in relation to what
God says in the Scriptures… I was challenged
to test everything by reading Scriptures,
praying, and depending on the leading of the
Holy Spirit.”
“Also, I was so limited to my thinking that only
working in the Church is doing God’s work
and I refrained from taking up secular jobs.
Because I wanted to do everything for the
Lord and for me to do something for the Lord

was to be a pastor, elder, worship leader or a
preacher. But over the years I learned how I
can be a witness of Christ anywhere God has
placed me by doing my works with honesty,
integrity, and in the fear of the Lord and using
my gifts and talents to the best of my abilities.
In the last 2 years, God has used me more in
the outside world than in the formal Church
setting. I feel so much freedom in the Lord by
submitting to the Head and being part of His
body engaging with other parts to fulfill His
will and purposes for His creation.”
Please pray for our family as we are further
separated. Our three oldest children will all be
living in Ohio and Matthew will be attending
Cedarville with Ellie. That’s comforting for Mom
and Dad but they still won’t be sitting around
our dinner table anymore.
By God’s grace and mercy,
Tim and Charlene
PS: Ellie arrived safe and sound in the US after
a long but relatively uneventful flight. She’s
now getting ready for college life. Thank you
for keeping her in your prayers.
Visit lmbc.org/missions for this full update
including the link to a post by Tim about
the virus and our response, as well as a link
where you can contribute to Tim’s continuing
education.
Be an encouragement! Here’s how you can
contact this missionary family:
Tim & Charlene Miskimen
433-35 Moo 3 T. San Sai Nol
A. San Sai Chiang Mai 50210
THAILAND
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JOIN OTHERS WHO ARE STRIVING TO BE

DIFFERENCE
MAKERS
FIRST-HAND EXPERIENCE WITH OCC
M

JOHN & BARB WINDLER, MISSIONARIES TO PARAGUAY,
DESCRIBE OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD DISTRIBUTION FROM THE FIELD

any of us have thought about the
children around us and those in distant
lands and our hearts go out to them.
Just as Jesus felt compassion for the children
around Him and He wanted to bless them,
likewise many of us have gotten involved with
preparing Christmas boxes for Samaritan’s
Purse to be a blessing to children around the
world.
Last week we had the joy of being on the
“handing out” end of the Christmas boxes,
just in time for Paraguay’s Children’s day
celebration. There were nearly 400 Christmas
boxes given out for children in two Pai
Tavyterã communities. One reaction we heard
was, “Do the children really get a whole
box? We can split them up so they can reach
everyone.” They were overjoyed to see that
there were enough boxes to reach every child.

Those who were directing the children asked
them to wait to open their boxes until they
got home so as not to lose anything on the
way. While the children were patiently waiting
for everyone to receive their box, a group of
boys were having loads of fun pushing their
boxes around on the ground like toy trucks!
It was fun to see parents and children alike
having a joyful time after so many months of
being isolated from the world around them.
It encouraged our hearts to hear their leaders
speak about those who were blessing them
without wanting anything in return, just like
Jesus has done.
The act of giving in this case was more
powerful than any words we could have
spoken. Thank you to each of you who have
contributed to the Christmas Box project. It
was such a joyous occasion!

God called us to be salt and light to
the world. This page is dedicated
to efforts that help illuminate the
darkness by shining the light of
Christ. Will you be a difference
maker?

WE WANT TO SAY ...

THANK YOU!
•

To all of our volunteers who are
serving on Sunday mornings to help
make our meetings possible during
this time of extra procedures to meet
COVID-Restrictions.

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD
While we cannot host packing parties at the church
there are still ways you can help collect for, pack, and
send boxes.
Option 1: D.I.Y. Collect items, Pack the shoebox*
at your home, and Deliver** to the church during
collection week.
*Box availability date will be announced soon.
** Include shipping cost via check for $9 to
Samaritan’s Purse.

OCC COLLECTION ITEMS FOR

SEPTEMBER

(For complete details on the collection
process please read the next column.)

•
•
•
•
•

*Toothbrushes
Bars of soap
Washcloths
Hairbrushes
Combs

Very important: NO LIQUIDS such as
shampoo, lotion, etc.
*toothpaste is no longer allowed
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GIFTS THAT SPREAD THE GOSPEL THROUGH ...

Option 2: Build a Shoebox online. Make it your own
by choosing from a list of gifts, you can
even add a personal letter and photo. We’ll
pack your shoebox and send it for you, for
a suggested donation of just $25. Simply
scan the code to visit the site:
Prayer is a powerful resource for strength and success
in reaching others with the Gospel message. Please
pray for:
•

Victory in the salvation of the children (and their
families) who receive the boxes.

•

Strength for our OCC Team who work countless
hours to organize, manage, prepare, and oversee
all that goes into this ministry.

Shipping is $9 per box and we ship approximately
1500 just from our church. While the cost of each box
packed by families is to be covered by that family our
OCC Team also packs hundreds of boxes on behalf of
the church and the church covers the shipping cost.
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TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Kenny Bledsoe
Dan Coulton, Audrey McClay’s
brother
Betty Cunningham, Homer
Cardwell’s sister
Jack Fowler, Tony Fowler’s father
Ronald Legge, Brenda Harvey’s
brother
David Martin, Tom Martin’s brother
Betty Meadows, David Lawrence’s
sister
Timothy Smith, Gilbert Smith’s son
Penny Leigh Ticknor, Sharon
Price’s sister

Births
•

Jeremy Shaffer (7th)
Bill Blankenship (30th)

Are you looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God
may be leading you to our family of believers?
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

1st

Baptism

2nd

Register

(pick 1)

3rd

Discover

Curb-side service
In our current and ever-increasing
need for touchless service the
following items are now available
online or for curb-side pick-up:
•

•
•

Our Daily Bread Magazine
(also available online at
ourdailybread.org/read/)
Word For You Today Devotional
Book (also available on mobile)
Printed copies of Connect Magazine

To receive your items visit the
appropriate link, or call the church
office at 304-736-7676 and make
arrangements to receive your copy.
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OUR

COMMUNITY PASTORS

Sullivan Warner Ball, to PJ &
Ashley Ball

Pastoral Staff Birthdays
•
•

HOW TO JOIN OUR FAITH

4th

Experience

Trust in Christ and
follow Him in believer’s
baptism.
In Service: scan the QR
code on the pew in front
of you and let us know
you would like to join.
Online:
lmbc.org/register
Call: 304-736-7676

Coming soon!
Watch the Starting
Point and find out
what is expected of a
member of LMBC.
Meet with one of
our Pastors to begin
your membership
experience.

Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say.
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with
joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for
your benefit. Hebrews 13:17 NIV
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David Lemming Senior Pastor
Dr. David Lemming has been the Senior Pastor of Lewis Memorial Baptist Church in
Huntington, West Virginia, since December 1982. He was saved as a teenager and
early on became actively involved in various phases of Christian ministry. He has a
heart for people and actively seeks new ways of extending Christ’s love to those in
Huntington and around the world. He and his wife, Mary, have two grown children
and three grandchildren.

Tim Yates Life Group & Outreach Pastor
Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who oversees the Life Groups at Lewis Memorial.
Tim and his wife Myra grew up locally and graduated from Barboursville High School.
Both Tim and Myra are multiplying small group leaders and thoroughly enjoy their
role as trainers and equippers for the glory of God. They have a passion for making
disciples and mentoring small group apprentices.

Nathan McClay Worship Pastor
Nathan McClay is an assistant pastor and oversees the music and worship ministry
of LMBC. He has been serving God at Lewis since 1991. Nathan and his wife, Audrey,
have four children and two grandchildren.

Jeremy Shaffer Executive Pastor
Jeremy Shaffer is an assistant pastor who oversees the technical and administrative
areas of the ministry. He regularly works alongside his wife Rebekah in the Children’s
Ministry, teaches in the LMBC Bible Institute, and teaches together with his wife,
tackling marriage and family topics as well as general Bible studies for adults. He has
been serving the Lord at Lewis since 2004. He and Rebekah have two children, Grace
and Luke.

Matt McClay Student Pastor
Matt McClay oversees the student ministry at Lewis. He was raised locally in
Huntington and married his wife April in March of 2011. In May of 2012, Matt and
April welcomed their daughter, Addison, into the world. Matt has a heart for student
ministry, the outdoors, and redeeming technology for God’s glory.

Phil Newberry Membership Pastor
Phil and Ann Newberry have been faithfully serving the Lord at Lewis Memorial
Baptist Church since 1972. They prepared for service at Tennessee Temple University.
Over the years, their service has focused on reaching the young people of the
area. Phil and Ann have served as the youth leaders for junior high and high school
students, directed the children’s church ministries and led the college department.
Phil has also been active in the music ministry and is an ordained deacon.

Life Groups are vital to a believer’s spiritual
growth. That’s why groups are still meeting as
they are able even during this crisis. For help
getting connected, contact Tim Yates
at 304-736-7676 *209 or t.yates@lmbc.org

Connect is the monthly news and
informational publication from

Lewis
Memorial
BAPTIST CHURCH

Making disciples who
live and love like Jesus
5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
304-691-0633
*TEMPORARY
SUNDAY WORSHIP
8, 9:30, & 11 am (inperson)
9:30 & 11 am (live
stream)
6 pm (live stream , 2nd
Sunday of the month)
*WEDNESDAY BIBLE
STUDY
7 pm (live stream)
*to comply with
state guidelines and
accomodate crowds
CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor,
David Lemming
Executive Editor,
Angie O’Dell
Content Editor,
Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer,
Matt Waller
Read previous editions of
Connect at lmbc.org.

Bill Blankenship Hospital Visitation Pastor
Bill Blankenship oversees the hospital and nursing home visitation program at
Lewis Memorial. Bill and his wife, Debbie, have a loving and caring heart for the sick,
shut-ins, widows and widowers. Bill and Debbie married in 1974 and have two
grown children and are proud grandparents of Grace, Olivia, Jaxon, and Christian.
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