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Why Small Groups?
Discover the benefits of being in a Life Group

THE CLOAK OF CONFLICT
A spirit of unity is not natural



SUNDAYS In the Auditorium (WC)
                                           unless announced otherwise
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1st
Prayer Meeting  |  7 pm
Renaissance Room (FLC)

16th
Quarterly Business 
Meeting  |  8:10 pm
Auditorium (WC)

18th
PrimeTime Fall Fest  |  6 pm
Renaissance Room (FLC) 

Pastor 
Appreciation 
Month
Read more on pg. 10

6th
Baptism Sunday  |  10:45 am

Have you been baptized? If not, we invite you to participate 
in our baptism service on Sunday, Oct. 6. You can register on 
our LMBC app, online at lmbc.org, by calling the church office 
at 304-736-7676, or sending us an email at lmbc@lmbc.org.

6th
Special Business Meeting  |  following the 6 pm service

13th
Missionary Bill Lyon  |  6 pm

27th
Communion  |  6 pm

OCTOB ER
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Sundays
JAMZ (kid’s choir) Rehearsal 
6 pm  |  LKC Auditorium (WC)

Wednesdays
LKC@FLC (ages 3 - 4th 
grade)  |  7 pm
FLC Gym & 2nd Floor

Wednesdays
Lit (5th-6th grades) |  7 pm
FLC 2nd Floor

30th
Costume Night  |  7 pm
Gym/2nd Floor (FLC)

Wednesdays
Refuel (Students)  |  6:45 pm
SMB 2nd & 3rd Floors

20th
Worship Together 
Weekend  |  10:45 am
Auditorium (WC)

23rd & 30th
Spirit Nights  |  6:45 pm
SMB 2nd & 3rd Floors

25th
Middle School Drop-In 
Night  |  TBA
SMB Park

26th
High School Paintball
Details TBA

OCTOB ER
Calendar Key:

Red = LKC

Orange = Refuel
WC = Worship Center

FLC = Family Life Center
SMB = Student Ministry Building

Charge Your Faith.
PLUG INTO THE WORD.

1st

2nd

3rd

4th

7th

8th

9th

10th

11th

14th

15th

16th

17th

18th

21st

22nd 

23rd

24th

25th

28th

29th

30th

31st

John 17:1-26

Matthew 26:47-75 & 27:1-10;

Zechariah 11:12-13

John 18:28-75 & 19:1-16

John 19:17-27; Psalm 22

OFF

John 19:28-42; 

Isaiah 52:13-15 & 53:1-12

John 20:1-31

John 21:1-25; 

1 Corinthians 15:1-11

Acts 2:1-26

Acts 2:1-47

OFF

1 Peter 1 & 2:12

Acts 3:1-26

Acts 4:1-22; 1 Peter 2:13-25

1 John 1 & 2:1-27

1 John 2:28-29 & 3:1-24

OFF

1 John 4 & 5:21

2 John & 3 John

Acts 5:17-42

Acts 4:1-22; 1 Peter 3:8-22

Acts 10:1-48

OFF

Acts 11:1-18; 1 Peter 4:1-11

Acts 12:1-18; 1 Peter 4:12-19

1 Peter 5:1-14; 2 Peter 1:1-21

2 Peter 2 & 3:1-18

Follow this month’s daily 
Bible reading plan below to 
power up your spiritual life.
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The missiologist tells 
us the best tool to 
make robust disciples 

in the local church is small 
groups. The experts call this 
the “greenhouse effect.”1  
In other words, when you 
combine the Word of God 
with likeminded people in 
a small group setting, life 
change can take place.2 In the 
same way that it takes two 
wings for a bird to fly, it also 
takes two wings for a church 
to develop healthy believers. 
This simplified process 
encourages you to participate 
in the Sunday worship 
services and join a small 
group Bible study during 
the week. This particular 
system goes back to the 
early church in the book of 
Acts. Luke claimed, “Every 
day they devoted themselves 
to meeting together in the 
temple complex, and broke 
bread from house to house” 
(Acts 2:46). Notice the two 
settings where these believers 
met. They gathered for 
worship in the temple courts 

and they met in homes in 
smaller groups. Concerning 
this text, Thom Rainer said, 
“The health of the early 
church was intricately tied to 
both the larger meeting and 
the smaller meeting context. 
It was not either/or. It was 
both/and.”3 Rainer goes on 
to explain, “It has been a 
constant theme throughout 
most of the history of the 
church. Those in churches 
gathered in both larger and 
smaller groups.”4 But how can 
a small group Bible study help 
me grow?

First, small groups 
encourage participation and 
participation will always 
grow disciples. For instance, 
the small group study is 
discussion-based. Throughout 
the week, you will study a 
particular Bible text and you 
will prepare to participate 
in a group discussion led by 
a leader/facilitator. Unlike 
the traditional, lecture 
based Sunday school 
model, the small group 

setting encourages group 
involvement during the Bible 
study. As we wrestle with 
a biblical text together, we 
make deep application that 
leads to transformation. 
Participation that demands 
application will always lead to 
transformation. Participation 
is rooted in the small 
group model and produces 
consistent growth. 

Second, a small group is a 
place of accountability. By 
the way, we need a group of 
people to hold our feet to 
the fire more than ever. For 
example, the church dropout 
rate is off the charts. All of 
us know people who used 
to attend church but for 
one reason or another no 
longer attend. The problem 
was so bad, Rainer decided 
to conduct a survey to 
discover why. His research 
was eye-opening. He found 
that church members who 
faithfully attended the Sunday 
worship service and a small 
group Bible study were five 
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1. I have heard and read this expression many times over the years.
2. A “homogenous group” is a group of believers who have some things in 

common. For instance, they are typically the same age and experience the same 
struggles in life. 

3. Thom S. Rainer, I Will, Nine Traits of the Outwardly Focused Christian (Nashville, 
TN: B&H Publishing Group, 2015), 36.

4. Ibid., 36. 

Every day they devoted themselves to meeting 
together in the temple complex, and broke 
bread from house to house ... (Acts 2:46)“
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times more likely to be active 
in the church five years later 
compared to the worship 
only attenders. In fact, the 
numbers were staggering. He 
said, “More than 83 percent 
of those who joined and were 
involved in a small group were 
still active in the churches. 
But only 16 percent of those 
who attended worship 
services only remained in the 
church five years later.”5  It 
doesn’t take a rocket scientist 
to understand the need to 
connect members to smaller 
groups. Accountability is 
essential for spiritual growth.  

Third, a small group is a 
great place to develop 
leaders. The “leadership 
deficiency” is the greatest 
challenge in the church 
today. However, the small 
group setting can be a 
great place to develop and 
recruit potential leaders. For 
example, Jesus took twelve 
ordinary men and trained 
them within the context of 
a small group community. 
For three and a half years 

Jesus poured His life into 
the disciples. During one 
particular group meeting, 
the disciples began to argue 
among themselves, “Who 
would be considered the 
greatest?” Jesus asked a 
rhetorical question, “For 
who is greater, he who sits at 
the table, or he who serves? 
Is it not he who sits at the 
table? Yet I am among you as 
the One who serves” (Luke 
22:27). When the argument 
between the disciples 
became heated, Jesus 
demonstrated His point when 
He got up from the table and 
took a towel and began to 
wash the disciples’ feet. Jesus 
was making a point. “Instead 
of fighting for a throne we 
need to fight for a towel.”6  In 
other words, true greatness 
is serving others. Likewise, 
the savvy small group 
leader will look for ways to 
connect group members 
to serving opportunities 
within the larger worship 
gathering. When people 
begin to serve God through 
their giftedness, some things 

will happen intuitively. They 
will experience joy, discover 
a new level of significance 
and feel a deep sense of 
contentment. The small group 
setting is indeed a wonderful 
environment to develop and 
deploy new leaders. 

Fourth, a small group is 
a great place to develop 
deep relationships with 
other believers. As you 
grow in your faith, you will 
discover that each member 
of the body of Christ is 
interdependent on each 
other. Consequently, we need 
people in our lives. Good 
people, godly people, praying 
people, Bible people who see 
life from God’s point of view 
(Prov. 13:20). The western 
mindset tends to forget life 
change happens in groups of 
people and NOT in isolation. 
For example, Julie Gorman 
said, “Life-shaping occurs 
when we come to know 
and allow ourselves to be 
known. Chat rooms, texting, 
and even emails permit us 
to communicate in selective 
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by Tim Yates

Tim Yates is an assistant pastor who 
oversees the Life Groups at Lewis 

Memorial. Tim and his wife Myra grew up 
locally and graduated from Barboursville 

High School. Both Tim and Myra are 
multiplying small group leaders and 

thoroughly enjoy their role as trainers 
and equippers for the glory of God. They 
have a passion for making disciples and 

mentoring small group apprentices.

anonymity today. You can’t 
fax a handshake, mail a hug, 
or have a family reunion 
by email.”7  While some 
relationships can survive at a 
distance, real, authentic life 
change occurs up close and 
personal. This type of life 
change happens in a small 
group. (which is why we call 
them Life Groups at LMBC)
 
A small group is more than 
a glorified “social daycare.”8  
The small group setting 

is a tight-knit community 
rooted in participation, 
accountability, leadership 
development, and authentic 
relationships. Connecting with 
a small group will deepen 
your relationship with Christ 
and His church. As you grow 
and mature in your faith, 
the transformation begins 
to happen and you become 
more like Christ.

Now that you’ve read all 
about the importance of 
Life Groups, it’s time to 
take that next, important 
step: getting plugged in!

Life Groups at LMBC 
meet at various locations 
and times throughout 
the week  so everyone 
can find their right fit.

You can find Life Group 
listings by downloading 
our LMBC app, visiting 
lmbc.org/life-groups, 
or by talking to our 
support staff in any 
lobby area. You can also 
contact Tim Yates at 
304-736-7676 *209 or 
t.yates@lmbc.org and 
he’ll help lead you in the 
right direction.

Don’t miss this vital part 
of growing as a believer!
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At the top of the list of most prominent 
problems within the church is relational 
conflict. It’s a constant struggle 

that often leads to hurt people, broken 
relationships, and above all, conflict that 
hinders the message of the Gospel. If you 
have been in church for any length of time, it’s 
guaranteed you have either been the victim or 
the cause of conflict.  It’s often said, “church 
would be easy if it weren’t for the people.” 
This may be a true statement; however, more 
times than not, the source of the difficult 
people are those that regularly attend church. 
It’s as if once a believer joins a congregation, 
they start weaving a cloak of offense. Once 
that cloak takes shape and is fit to wear, then 
conflict and strife are at every turn.  It’s as 
though Satan stands in our churches with his 
imaginary sewing kit of discord, ready to cloak 
new members. Some Christians even start their 
cloaks at other churches and bring them with 
them when they move memberships, getting a 
head start on conflict.   

So, what is the answer? Should every believer 
stay home from church and away from 
others? No, loving God means loving His 
church; therefore hiding away from church 
relationships is not the answer. We must 
willfully choose to remove the conflict cloaks 
from our shoulders. However, it isn’t as simple 
as taking something off because inevitably 
we will retrieve it to wear it again. Instead, 
the Christian’s cloak of conflict woven with a 

critical spirit, a judgmental heart, and unkind 
words must be replaced.

Have you ever worn a bulky sweater in the 
winter but when putting on your outer coat, 
decided to forgo wearing it because it was just 
too tight to wear both layers? When a believer 
chooses to put on the virtues that bring peace 
over the old ugly ones that cause conflict, they 
don’t seem to fit anymore. Paul, in Ephesians 4, 
urges believers to “bear with one another.”

Ephesians 4:1-3
1 “I therefore, a prisoner for the Lord, urge you 
to walk in a manner worthy of the calling to 
which you have been called, 2 with all humility 
and gentleness, with patience, bearing with one 
another in love, 3 eager to maintain the unity of 
the Spirit in the bond of peace.”

The word “bearing” has the idea of placing 
a weight on your shoulders. When a believer 
puts on humility, gentleness, patience, and love, 
the opposite of division takes place; instead, 
they experience peace. These virtues, when 
worn, make it nearly impossible to inflict hurt 
on others. Our cloak of conflict and criticism 
slips on us so easily we almost don’t realize 
it’s there. However, it takes an act of the will 
to put on humility, gentleness, and patience, 
and “bear in love” with others. Without being 
intentional about the right “garment” to wear, 
we inevitably end up wearing the wrong one. 
What if every day each believer demonstrated 

THE CLOAK OF CONFLICT
Without being intentional 
about the right “garment” to 
wear, we inevitably end up 
wearing the wrong one.

“
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humility, gentleness, patience, and love? Even 
if another church member causes you conflict, 
hurt, and strife? Yes, even if another has put on 
the wrong cloak, our response to others should 
reflect the four virtues found in Ephesians 4.  
This is not without difficulty because it is not 
our natural response, which is precisely why 
Paul refers to it as a calling. God calls us out of 
the sinful, selfish response of the natural heart 
to a response based on these godly virtues. It 
is a daily choice to put on one instead of the 
other.

Some might then ask why. Why is it necessary 
to be so aware and intentional with the 
responsibility of a Christian’s actions in a 
relationship? Paul continues to explain in 
verses 4-7. 

Ephesians 4:4-7
4 “There is one body and one Spirit—just as you 
were called to the one hope that belongs to 
your call— 5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism, 6 
one God and Father of all, who is over all and 
through all and in all. 7 But grace was given to 
each one of us according to the measure of 
Christ’s gift.”

Paul invites virtuous Christian responses from 
believers because they are each, in reality, 
one body. Most individuals would never take 
their right hand and beat their left; that isn’t 
natural.  When Christians put on the cloak of 
conflict and inflict hurtful words and actions 

on another believer, they are in reality harming 
themselves. This can be seen as one part 
harming another part of the very same body.  
The outcome of this type of relationship is 
always destructive and harmful to the Gospel 
message.  

Today, choose to put on the burden of love 
for other Christians and when the ugly nature 
of criticism and unkindness tries to cloak you, 
acknowledge it and refuse to wear the divisive 
spirit.  Let your cloak be woven with the thread 
of “one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God 
and Father of all, who is over all and through 
all and in all.”

THE CLOAK OF CONFLICT

by Rebekah Shaffer

Rebekah is the wife of Pastor Jeremy 
Shaffer and the mother of Grace and 
Luke. She is the Children’s Ministry 

Director and leads the Daughters of 
the King Life Group. 

Today, choose to 
put on the burden 
of love for other 
Christians

“



Are you being built up by the 
teaching that we receive week 
after week? Have you or a family 
member been in the hospital and 
blessed by a pastor’s visit? Are you 
or your children growing in a Life 
Group? Have you lost a loved one 
and known the comfort and care of 
our pastors? The list of what they 
do as spiritual leaders of our local 
body is too long to post here.

We hope you will join us in 
celebrating our pastors throughout 
October. How can you do this? 
Cards of encouragement and acts 
of kindness are great ways to let 
them know you are thankful for all 
they do or for something specific 
they have done.
 
You will find a list of the pastors 
and their roles on page 15. 

PASTOR
APPRECIATION

MONTH
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MAKE IT A 

MISSIONS EMPHASIS YEAR!
We’ve just celebrated ‘Missions Month’ but we 
don’t want to lose our mission focus. Here are 
some ways you can join LMBC in impacting our 
local community as well as communities around 
the world:

• Giving to Faith Promise to support those on 
the field around the world

• Donating items or *monetary gifts to: The 
Brown Bag & Backpacks outreach 

• Donate to the LifeBridge Food & Clothing 
Pantry

• Volunteering to work with our Good News 
Club team that takes the Gospel into local 
schools (Contact j.shaffer@lmbc.org)

*Monetary gifts can be made at lmbc.org/give

JOIN OTHERS WHO ARE STRIVING TO BE

DIFFERENCE 
MAKERS

OCC COLLECTION ITEMS FOR 

OCTOBER
Small toys & stuffed animals:
• new or gently used small stuffed 

animals or beanie babies
• bouncy balls, small footballs, etc.
• matchbox/hot wheels cars
• coloring books
• jump ropes
• yo-yo’s 
• small dolls

Very important: NO MILITARY or war-
related items such as army figurines.

Collection bins are in all lobby areas.

God called us to be salt and light to 
the world. This page is dedicated 
to efforts that help illuminate the 
darkness by shining the light of 
Christ. Will you be a difference 
maker?

11



M
IS

SI
ON

AR
IE

SOF
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
 TH

E
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
    

    
 M

ON
TH

OCEANIA

Stephen & Gretchen 
Root

Papua New Guinea

Doug & Becky 
Sisson

Philippines

Phil & Janice
Smith

Papua New Guinea

Robert & Lisa 
Gunter

Australia (Deaf)

John & Mihyon 
Humphrey
New Zealand
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After a long flight, we safely arrived in the 
U.S.A. Our jet-lag seems to linger longer as the 
years accumulate.

We are very happy to see and spend time 
with our children and grandchildren. Five 
year old Thomas will start kindergarten in a 
couple of weeks. Tori recently celebrated her 
3rd birthday and we were able to join in the 
celebration.   

We have heard from the folks in New Zealand 
and they are all doing well.  Mihyon feels 
a bit guilty that she is enjoying the warm 
weather here, while those in New Zealand are 
experiencing a cold and wet Winter. It has 
been very warm here in Ohio since we arrived, 
but we are not complaining.

Mike sent us a video of his seven year old 
son Michael reading the book of Jonah. Prior 
to leaving New Zealand, Mihyon encouraged 
Michael to continue studying God’s Word in her 
absence and he promised her that he would. It 
appears that he is keeping his promise. Father 
Mike is taking the spiritual leadership of his 
family seriously and is doing a good job. Mike 
continues to grow in the Lord and God has 
blessed his family.
 
Steven is leading our Wednesday Bible study 
group during our absence. As I have shared 
with you through previous  prayer letters, God 
has blessed Steven with wisdom and a good 
understanding of the Word of God. Please 
pray that this leadership opportunity will bring 
a greater hunger to search the scriptures, 
resulting in further spiritual growth in his life.

Christina contacted Mihyon a few days ago 
and shared that her eight year old son Felix is 

reading the Bible every day. She also shared 
that he said that he is ready to trust the Lord 
as his Lord and Saviour. She is cautiously 
monitoring that situation and will likely wait 
until we arrive back in New Zealand so that 
we too can observe how Felix is progressing 
in his spiritual understanding. Please pray for 
Christina as she is due to deliver her second 
baby any day now. Please continue to pray 
that Frank would receive a suitable job.  He has 
been on the ‘short list’ for several jobs but has 
yet to ‘land’ one.  

We covet your prayers for us as we visit a few 
of our supporting churches during our time 
here. We certainly desire to be a blessing to 
them as they have been such a tremendous 
blessing to us.  

It is a wonderful blessing for us to be in the 
U.S. for this visit. We thank all of you who 
make it possible for us to serve the Lord in 
New Zealand through your prayer and financial 
support.  

May the Lord continue to bless this great 
country of the United States of America!

With thankful hearts,
John and Mihyon Humphrey

Be an encouragement! Here’s how you can 
contact this missionary family:

wvhumphrey@gmail.com

Baptist World Missionary Outreach Ministry, Inc. 
P.O. Box 3303
Chattanooga, TN  37404                                                                               
423-624-8330
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A letter from             

 JOHN & MIHYON  

HUMPHREY



Are looking for a church home?
Would you prayerfully consider whether God 
may be leading you to our family of believers? 
If you are ready, follow these simple steps:

TAKE AT LOOK AT THE LATEST

FAMILY NEWS
Bereavements
•	 Bob Browning

Births
•	 Bennett Perry to James & Amber 

Perry
•	 Story	Litchfield to Caleb & 

Lindsey Litchfield

Staff Birthdays
•	 Ann Newberry (4th)

              HOW TO JOIN OUR FAITH

COMMUNITY

14

1st
Baptism

2nd
Contact

3rd
Meet

4th
Preparation

Trust in Christ 
and follow Him in 
believer’s baptism.

Complete an 
information card 
during a service or 
contact us so we can 
ask you a few simple 
questions.

Meet the pastors at 
Starting Point
on Sunday, Dec. 8

Complete 
The Journey
a two-week group 
Bible study of 
orientation to LMBC.
Offered in the weeks 
following Starting 
Point.

Life Groups are vital to a believer’s spiritual 
growth. To find out more about Life Groups, 

download our LMBC app or visit lmbc.org. 
For help getting connected, contact Tim Yates 

at 304-736-7676 *209 or t.yates@lmbc.org



17 Obey your spiritual leaders, and do what they say. 
Their work is to watch over your souls, and they are 
accountable to God. Give them reason to do this with 
joy and not with sorrow. That would certainly not be for 
your benefit. Hebrews 13:17 NLT

OUR

PASTORS

David Lemming
Senior Pastor

Jeremy Shaffer
Executive Pastor

Phil Newberry
Membership 

Pastor

Matt McClay
Student Pastor

Bill Blankenship
Hospital Visitation 

Pastor

Tim Yates
Life Group & 

Outreach Pastor

Nathan McClay
Worship Pastor

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Making disciples who 
live and love like Jesus

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
Emergency pager:
 304-691-0633

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 am, 10:45 am & 6 pm

Nurseries are available 
during all services 
on Sunday and on 
Wednesday evenings 
from 6:45 - 8:15.

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller

Read previous editions of 
Connect at lmbc.org.

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H
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