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WC: Worship Center
SMB: Student Ministry Building
FLC: Family Life Center

* each week unless otherwise specified

JULY
1 College Mission Team departs for South Dakota

Please pray for safe travel and their missions work with the Native Americans

3 *Teens, check lmbc.org
 *Summer Activate, 6:45 p.m., Gym/2nd Floor (FLC)
 *West Ridge Bible Study, 7 p.m., Auditorium (WC)

4 Church Offices closed

7 No evening service

8 College Mission Team returns (please pray for safe travels)

11 Widows Luncheon, 12:30 p.m., Renaissance Room (FLC)

12-18 Teen Mission Trip to North Carolina
Please pray for their work in helping with flood relief

17 Quarterly Business Meeting, 8:10 p.m., Auditorium (WC)

24 Missionary Tony Hess, 7 p.m., Auditorium (WC)

28 Communion, 6 p.m., Auditorium (WC)

New and innovative training 
sessions for all leaders and 
potential leaders this year. 
The trainings will be via a 

short weekly video clip and 
will be received through your 
email beginning this month.

LEADER TRAINING
COMING SOON!

Friday August 9th
Doors Open at 5 PM
Session Begins at 6:30 PM

Saturday August 10th
Doors Open at 5 PM
Session Begins at 6:30 PM

Tickets:
Adult- $10 Donation

Teen- $5 Donation

All ticket donations will be split between The Scarlett Thread Ministry and the 
Brown Bag Ministry. 

Door Prizes! Mercy Jewelry!

Over 25 Silent Auction Items!

5 LIVE Auction items!

Please join the You Are More 2 Facebook Group to stay current on all information and 
to enjoy promotional videos

Jeremiah 29:11

Friday, Aug. 9
Doors open at 5 pm

Session begins at 6:30 pm
Saturday, Aug. 10
Doors open at 8 am

Session begins at 9:30 am

Tickets:
Adults- $10 donation
Teens- $5 donation

All ticket donations will be split between 
The Scarlett Thread Ministry and the 

Brown Bag Ministry.

Door Prizes!
Mercy Jewelry!

Over 25 Silent Auction Items!
5 LIVE Auction Items!

Please join the You Are More 2 Facebook 
Group to stay current on all information 

and to enjoy promotional videos.



Bereavements
•	 Norma Beckner
•	 Jackie Boler, Wilma William’s sister
•	 Richard Eplion, Vida Sexton’s brother-in-law
•	 Thelma Johnson, Paul Johnson’s wife
•	 Joan Kennedy, Donny Bergman’s mother
•	 Dorothy Lemming, Pastor Lemming’s mother
•	 Betty Jo Patton, Jean Ann Adkins’ mother
•	 Jean Smith, Gilbert Smith’s wife

New Members
•	 Alyssa Freeman

Baptisms
•	 Baylei Abercrombi
•	 Saylor Ball
•	 Mara Burgess
•	 Maggie Curry
•	 Stiles Eddins
•	 Eli Hannah

Staff Birthdays
•	 Mary Lemming (4th)
•	 Rebekah Shaffer (26th)

Connect is the monthly news and 
informational publication from

Presenting Christ as Savior. 
Pursuing Christ as Lord.

5385 W. Pea Ridge Rd.
Huntington, WV 25705
304-736-7676
lmbc.org
facebook.com/lewismemorial
@westridge_lmbc
Emergency pager: 304-691-0633
...................................................

SUNDAY WORSHIP
9 a.m., 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.

Nurseries are available during 
all services on Sunday and 
on Wednesday evenings from 
6:45-8:15.

LIFE GROUPS
See pages 12-13
for times and locations
...................................................

CONNECT STAFF:
Senior Editor, 
 David Lemming
Executive Editor, 
 Angie O’Dell
Content Editor, 
 Mary Ellen Black
Graphic Designer, 
 Matt Waller
...................................................

Find out more about Connect and 
read previous editions at lmbc.org.
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JOINING OUR FAITH COMMUNITY:

Lewis
Memorial
 B A P T I S T  C H U R C H

Trust Christ and 
follow Him in 

believer’s baptism.

Complete an 
information card 

during a service or 
contact us so we can 
ask you a few simple 

questions.

Attend Starting Point.
(Next session: 

Sept. 15)

Complete The 
Journey, a two-week 

small group Bible 
study of orientation

to our church.

1 2 3 4

•	 Kinslee Lewis
•	 Addison Mckee
•	 Kelsey Mckee
•	 Kinslee Methax
•	 Kaylyn Newcome
•	 Aniyah Pursoo
•	 Bryson Sanders
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by Jeremy Shaffer
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For one week, all the stops are pulled, the entire 
church gets a makeover, an army of volunteers 
are corralled, snacks and drinks are stockpiled, 

excitement is brewing.  Do you know what time it is?  Its 
Vacation Bible School time!  

What images pop into your head when you hear the 
words Vacation Bible School?  Maybe it’s the Kool-Aid 
and homemade snacks that were wheeled down the aisle 
of your home church’s sanctuary, maybe it’s being able to 
do all the motions to the classic song, “The Lord’s Army,” 
maybe it’s the puppet show that you looked forward to 
each day with anticipation, maybe it’s the Bible story 
about how Zacchaeus, being such a little man, climbed 
up into a sycamore tree to see Jesus when He came into 
town (and the song that goes along with it), or maybe, 
to the long-time members of LMBC, they affectionately 
remember “super Christian.”  Whatever the VBS memory, 
the uncanny ability of adults to remember a VBS they 
participated in as a child demonstrates the lasting impact 
that VBS makes in the life of any church.  The goal of VBS 
has always been simple and that is likely to be the reason 
it’s extremely successful.  If VBS could be summed up in 
one word it would be: evangelism.  

This year’s VBS theme at LMBC was Game Plan, and it 
came from the life of Paul.  If there was anybody who 
had a game plan for reaching others with the Gospel, it 
was Paul.  However, we must make sure that our game 
plan lines up with God’s plan, and even the Apostle Paul 
struggled with this.  Sometimes we are tempted to think 
that we have a better way, a better method, a better 
strategy, but trust me on this one….God’s way is always 
the best way; His plan is always be the best one to follow.  
In addition to the lessons taught each night from the 
life of Paul, each year we take an offering for a special 
missions need; and this year I think even Paul would 
smile.  Like Paul, who took up an offering from one church 
to give to another, this year’s VBS offering went from 

one children’s ministry to another!  This year’s offering 
went to the children’s ministry of the Iglesia Bautista 
Evangélica de Macoris in the Dominican Republic; a 
ministry led by Chad and Wendy Justice.  This children’s 
ministry has several needs and we collected a total of 
$3274.36!  Now, if you don’t know VBS offerings, you won’t 
appreciate that number.  At LMBC, a tradition long ago 
was begun to measure offering by weight, and we continue 
that tradition each year.  Each night the kids bring in 
loose change with no end in sight, or until my body hurts 
(at least that’s what goes through my mind because I take 
all the change to the bank each day).  The offering buckets 
for the boys and girls are weighed on a scale each night to 
see who wins, and one particular night nearly 500 pounds 
worth of change was brought in for the offering.  

The last night of VBS is always special as all the parents 
and grandparents are invited to be a part of the closing 
service.  This year 14 children were baptized. We also 
had 14 salvation decisions made throughout the week at 
VBS.  Vacation Bible School takes months and months 
of preparation, even now thoughts for 2020 are rolling 
around in my mind, but each year God blesses VBS in 
a unique way.  Each year we sit down to pray for God’s 
direction for VBS, each year God lays a theme on our 
hearts, each year we lay out Bible lessons designed 
around that theme, each year we pray for a special 
mission offering.  Some churches might find it necessary 
to use boxed-programs to help them with VBS, but we 
choose not to.  We have a desire to make VBS at LMBC a 
unique experience so that when VBS ends, the children 
want to come back next Sunday to be a part of our Lewis 
Kids Connection program on Sundays.  Well, VBS is 
over for 2019, but 2020 will soon be here.  Will you start 
praying for VBS 2020?  Maybe 2020 is the year you 
will decide to start serving in VBS.  Be careful, VBS is 
contagious.  Once you start serving you might not be able 
to stop!
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Trey & Terri Bailey
USA (SCORE) Lova Friske

USA (Prisons)

Tom & Selva Kweder
USA

Tim & Diane Bilbrey
USA (Daystar)

Harry & Lydia Boekell
USA (CEF)
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Billy Graham on
America...

Billy Graham on
America...

“We have stood tall in America in

most areas, but on this

Independence Day I call upon

Americans to bend low before God

and go to their knees as

Washington and Lincoln called us

to our knees many years ago. No

nation is ever taller than when on

its knees. I submit that we can

best honor America by

rededicating ourselves to God and

the American dream.”

 

 —From Billy Graham’s message on

July 4, 1970



STORIES

TOLD

PEOPLE

MET

MIRACLES

DID

SUNDAYS
in the Worship Center, lower level

During the morning worship services, the Lewis Kids’ Connection (LKC) program teaches children 4 years 
old through 5th grade important biblical lessons in ways they will enjoy and remember. 

9, 10:45 & 6 p.m.
4’s/Preschool (L103)
Kindergarten (L105)

9 a.m.
1st & 2nd Grade (L108)
3rd & 4th Grade (L113)
5th & 6th Grade (L109)

10:45 a.m.
1st - 3rd Grade (L107)
4th - 6th Grade (L109)

WEDNESDAYS
in the Family Life Center

Our Wednesday night program called “Activate!”
aims to help kids live out their faith every day.

6:45 p.m. 
Preschool - 6th grade

VBS RESULTS
VBS was amazing this year!

We saw 14 children accept Christ 
along with 14 baptisms.

Altogether, the kids raised $3,275
to support our missionaries
in the Dominican Republic.
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calendar
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Student Ministry

CALENDAR

DOWNLOAD THE REFUEL APP Follow @RefuelStudents

Sunday Morning Student Hour at 10:30 a.m. Wednesdays at 6:45 p.m.

EVERY WEEK in the SMB: 
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I was born and raised in a small village in Moldova. 
Our country was in severe financial instability after 
the fall of the Soviet Union. Everyone in our family 

needed to work to make ends meet. Besides his daily 
job, my dad and the rest of the family also worked long 
hours gathering and selling walnuts and working on 
government agricultural fields.

We tended a garden and kept domestic animals in order 
to have food on the table. Most of our food came from the 

garden. During the 
winter, we didn’t 
buy extra food; we 
ate whatever we 
had stored. My six 
siblings and I had to 
wake up early before 
school to help feed 
the animals.

When we weren’t working, we played outside with other 
kids. We made up our own games because we didn’t have 
toys.

One day, when I was 5 years old, I was told that something 
exciting would happen at church the next day. I remember 
going to bed extra early, hoping that would make the day 
come sooner. When I woke up the next morning, I felt it 
was the most glorious day ever. I was so excited to receive 
my shoebox and couldn’t wait to open it.

We opened our shoeboxes once we got home. We sat 
on the living room floor and took turns opening our 
shoeboxes. I dumped my whole box on the floor so I could 
see everything at once. The gifts were wonderful—we had 
items such as coloring books and soap.

The thing that stood out to me the most was a pack of 
colorful markers. I couldn’t take my eyes off them. There 

Olesea
-and-

The Markers
God used a shoebox to reassure me of His love.
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were so many in the pack! I didn’t 
know some of the colors existed. 
I was so excited I jumped up and 
started running around the room.

The markers my family had at 
home were dried out. We would 
dip them in water just to make 
them last a little longer. I always 
wished I could color and draw—
the markers were exactly what 
I wanted. I could hardly wait to 
show my friends at school the new 
markers.

“I began a personal relationship 
with Jesus. He became real to me.”
The day I received my shoebox I 
went from knowing about Jesus to 
actually knowing Him. I began a 
personal relationship with Jesus—
one where He is my Best Friend—
instead of just a powerful Man 
I’d heard about during Sunday 
School.

God used my shoebox to reassure 
me that He really loved me. It 
showed me that God does answer 
prayer. God became real and 
personal to me.

My family and I moved to the 
United States in 2003 and I now 
work as a nurse. I pack shoeboxes 
so I can bless other children. I 
want to help bring the same joy 
and happiness to other children 
that I experienced. I want children 
across the world to know Jesus.

You can make a 
difference now through 

November by joining us in the 
annual collection and packing of 
boxes!
For the months of JULY and AUGUST we will be collecting school 
supplies. These are some of the most important items we can send 
in a shoebox gift. For so many children their chance to go to school 
depends on whether they have school supplies of their own.  

The supply list lncludes: 
•	 Pencils
•	 Pens
•	 Single subject notebooks
•	 Pencil sharpeners 
•	 Erasers

Very important: NO LIQUIDS such as glue or paint

There will be collection bins in the lobby areas beginning July 7.

•	 Colored pencils
•	 Crayons
•	 Markers
•	 Scissors 
•	 Coloring books
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KIDS

*** SUNDAYS ***

4’s/Preschool
9, 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.          LKC Crew L103

Kindergarten
9, 10:45 a.m. & 6 p.m.          LKC Crew L105

1st & 2nd Grade
9 a.m. LKC Crew L108

3rd & 4th Grade 
9 a.m. LKC Crew L113

5th & 6th Grade 
9 a.m. LKC Crew L109

1st - 3rd Grade
10:45 a.m. LKC Crew L107

4th - 6th Grade 
10:45 a.m. LKC Crew L109

Wonderfully Made (for children with special needs) 
10:45 a.m. LKC Crew L111

*** WEDNESDAYS ***

Activate Preschool (ages 3 - 4) 
6:45 p.m. LKC Crew FLC (2nd Floor)

Activate (K - 5th grade)
6:45 p.m.               Deide McComas FLC (Gym & 2nd Floor)

STUDENTS

*** SUNDAYS ***

Middle School Student Hour
10:45 a.m.             Jon & Laura Armstrong SMB 2nd Floor

High School Student Hour
10:45 a.m. Matt McClay SMB 2nd Floor

The Bridge (College & Career)
10:45 a.m.                  Charles & Tamara Meadows S101

*** WEDNESDAYS ***

Refuel (Middle School)
6:45 p.m.                    Student Ministry Staff SMB 2nd Floor

Refuel (High School)
6:45 p.m.                    Student Ministry Staff SMB 2nd Floor 

The Bridge (College & Career)
7 p.m.                         Charles & Tamara Meadows S101

ADULTS

*** SUNDAYS ***

Grace
9 a.m. Richard Hodge L106

A group of mostly couples, ranging in ages from forties to late 
sixties who love to study and apply God’s Word, and enjoy 
sharing their lives together.

*The Journey (for prospective new members)  
9 a.m. Tim Yates HIS Way Cafe

The next sessions take place Sept. 22 & 29. 

Through the Bible
10:45 a.m. Jared Blankenship S104

Join other adults of all ages for a walk through each book of 
the Bible with discussion.

SUMMER 2019
* temporary elective group
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Wall Builders
10:45 a.m. Steve Bragg S100

This group meets for an in-depth Bible study that focuses on 
Scripture application. 

Maranatha
10:45 a.m.                Chuck Daniel FLC (Renaissance Room)

*** WEDNESDAYS ***

West Ridge Bible Study 
7 p.m. Tim Yates WC Auditorium

*** THURSDAYS ***

*July 29 - Aug. 2 Institute of Biblical Studies:
The Kings & Prophets of the Old Testament
9 a.m. - noon Jeremy Shaffer S100

A four-day intensive class. There will be a sign-up sheet in the 
Welcome Center or you can email Jeremy at j.shaffer@lmbc.org.

Institute of Biblical Studies: The Grace Approach
11 a.m. Tim Yates S100

Written by Pastor Lemming to equip the believer to share their 
faith with confidence. If you want to enroll in the class just 
send Tim an email (t.yates@lmbc.org) saying “count me in”.

Watchmen on the Wall
7 p.m. Thompson/Gothard S104

Each week, this group has a brief study before devoting the 
rest of their time praying together.

*** SATURDAYS ***

At the Grove 
3 p.m. Julie Tritz Chateau Grove

WOMEN

*** SUNDAYS ***

JOY
10:45 a.m. Mary Ellen Black L106

Women of all ages study scripture together in a small 
group environment. You can expect to be challenged and 
encouraged; and to connect in community.

*** WEDNESDAYS ***

*through July 17 Lord, Teach Me to Pray
7 p.m. Donna Nash L108

Questions, contact Donna Nash 304-654-5833

*** FRIDAYS ***

Spanish Bible Study (Hay Esperanza Para Damas)
7 p.m. Diane Bilbrey Ceredo

For more information, contact Diane Bilbrey at 304-617-5290 
or michiganderwv@gmail.com.

*** ONCE A MONTH ***

Caring Hearts (widows)
July 11                   Emma Lee Browning Renaissance Room (FLC)

Caring Hearts widows meet for a special luncheon or activity 
on the second Thursday of each month. Contact Emma Lee 
Browning at 304-736-7342 for more details.

MEN

*** WEDNESDAYS ***

Men of Truth
7 p.m. Steve Bragg HIS Way Cafe (SMB)

Men of all ages come together to study mutually selected 
books from God’s Word and discover how His Truths in His 
Word may be applied to their lives.

SENIOR ADULTS

*** SUNDAYS ***

Willing Workers
9 a.m. Richard Sexton L112

This group is made up of senior adults who enjoy a sweet 
time of fellowship and studying the Word together.

Many of our LifeGroups are on summer 

break but you still have a number of 

options if you are looking to get connected 

with a group this season. Please call the 

main office at 304-736-7676 or send an 

email to lmbc@lmbc.org and we will help 

you get started.
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The UR120 is a prayer ministry of LMBC, designed 
for the purpose of praying for our church, our 
community, our nation and our world. We believe 
this a vital ministry of the church and ask that 
you would consider joining us. Simply subscribe to 
our monthly UR120 digital newsletter and begin 
praying for the events, people, and needs listed 
for the month. You’ll find names of missionaries, 
outreaches of the church, and needs from here to 
around the world. There’s no meeting to attend and 
no homework to complete, just some one-on-one 
time with God in prayer.

You can subscribe to the UR120 by: 
• visiting lmbc.org/prayer
• calling the main office at 304-736-7676
• signing up in the main lobby or Welcome Center

Opportunities for you to serve abound here at 
LMBC. Each month we will be posting specific 
needs both inside and outside the church to give 
you a chance to join us in making a difference.

thank you! ... to everyone who participated in and contributed to the 2018 Operation Christmas Child 
collections. Thanks to you there were 1447 boxes from members of Lewis and a total of 
21,229 shoeboxes gifts collected at our drop off center. These boxes were distributed in many 
new countries for us this year: Equador, Zimbabwe, India, South Africa, and other hard to 
reach areas. *See p.11 for information on making a difference with OCC 2019.

Would you like to turn everyday purchases 
into a gift that keeps on giving, and helps to 

further the Gospel? Amazon has made it easy 
through smile.amazon.com. Simply select 
Lewis Memorial Missionary Baptist Church 
as the charity you wish to support, and a 

percentage of all future purchases will help 
OCC, which means more shoeboxes, and this 

means more children are reached with the 
Gospel - the gift that keeps on giving!



Connect  |  15

David Lemming
Senior Pastor

Andrew Steele
Production Director

Jeremy Shaffer
Executive Pastor Phil Newberry

Membership 
Pastor

Rebekah Shaffer
Children’s Ministry 

Director

Matt Waller
Graphic Designer

Matt McClay
Youth Pastor

Bill Blankenship
Hospital Visitation 

Pastor

Deide McComas
Children’s Ministry 

Director

Mary Ellen Black
Secretary

Angela Harbour
Media Specialist

Angie O’Dell
Director of Operations 

and Finance

Tim Yates
Small Group & 

Outreach Pastor

Nathan McClay
Worship Pastor

Our Life Groups meet throughout the week in 
various locations on and off the church campus. 

We view these groups as vital to a believer’s 
spiritual growth, because they offer a setting in 
which Christians can discuss the Bible, learn 

how to apply it to their lives, and encourage and 
challenge one another. 

For help getting connected:

Tim Yates
304-736-7676 *209
t.yates@lmbc.org



1st

2nd

3rd

4th

5th

8th

9th

10th

11th

12th

15th

16th

17th

18th

19th

22nd

23rd

24th

25th

26th

29th

30th

31st

John 3 & 4:1-11; Matthew 12:38-45

Habakkuk

2 Kings 24:1-20; Daniel 1:1-21

Daniel 3:1-30

Lamentations 3:1-66

OFF

Daniel 4:1-37

Daniel 5:1-31

Daniel 6:1-28

Daniel 7:1-28

Daniel 12:1-13; Matthew 24:1-35

OFF

Ezra 7:1-10; Nehemiah 8:1-18

Haggai

Esther 1 & 2:1-23

Esther 3 & 4:1-17

Esther 5 & 6:1-13

OFF

Esther 6:14-8:17

Esther 9 & 10:1-3

Malachi 1:6-14 & 2:1-7

Malachi 3 & 4:1-6

Isaiah 40:1-31

OFF

Luke 1:5-25

Luke 1:57-80

Luke 3:1-20; John 1:1-34

JULY


