
Mark and Hillary Stipp in Plasencia Spain 
 

Sumter Baptist Temple, 2295 Harper St. Sumter, SC 29153 

Baptist Mid-Missions  PO Box 308011, Cleveland, OH 44130 

 

April 2020 

 

Greetings to all of you who labor in prayer with us! 

 

“…and who knoweth whether thou art come to the kingdom for such a time as this?”  Esther 4:14 

 

 “What strange times we live in!”  We have all said this.  As far as the conditions of life and ministry, we are 

little different from what you have experienced.  Our situation is really quite good compared to many.  The 

people of our community have remained calm.  We have experienced insignificant shortages.  Ministry presents 

the same challenges in reaching and sustaining our people in times of isolation.  We have learned to use Skype 

or Zoom to conduct discipleship classes.  Many of the people that we minister to are not thoroughly computer 

literate or have poor internet service.  So, we send devotional studies to those in and around our ministry 

through, social media, designed to uplift and encourage them until we can again meet face to face. 

 

It is the reaction to the devotionals that has left us most surprised.  An atheist friend of mine has thanked me 

profusely for including him in our mailings.  Another man that decided not to continue worshipping with us a 

few years back missed one of the mailings and wrote to request that I send it again and to keep him on the 

mailing list.  We all lament the effects of the pandemic but we, in Plasencia, have noticed openness to the 

Gospel in certain individuals like we have never seen.  Please pray that, as we start the long road back to 

normalcy, that the Lord has been able to ignite some enduring interest that will continue after the fear has 

subsided.  We feel like the scene in Esther’s life, privileged to be in Spain “at such a time as this.” 

 

The Lord still magnificently sustains us!  Shortly after our return to Spain, Hillary submitted to an overdue 

mammogram.  We heard the words that no one wishes to hear.  The prognosis threw us into a rapid series of 

doctor’s appointments and tests that culminated in a biopsy.  We praise God that the doctor found the tumor to 

be benign, just two days before the State of Emergency was declared in Spain.  The tumor still needs to be 

removed sometime in the future.   

 

We additionally praise God and thank you for your prayers in regards to our granddaughter’s, Alora’s, surgery.  

It was an extremely successful procedure with our children noticing improvement in the baby in the first 24 

hours after surgery. 

 

We are grateful for the many of you that have sent us to Spain, particularly at this unique time.  We are grateful 

for an army of prayer warriors who sustain us during these times.  We praise the Lord for you all! 

 

Your Very Grateful Servants, 

Mark and Hillary 

Ps. 20:1-5 


