
Weekly Devotional - The Emancipation of Women - 5-11-22 
  
Scripture - Therefore if the SON makes you free, you shall be free indeed. [John 

8:36] 
 
So JESUS, seeing HIS mother, and the disciple whom HE loved standing near, said 

to HIS mother, “Woman, look, your son!” Then HE said to the disciple, “Look! your 

mother!” From that hour the disciple took her into his own home. [John 19:26-27] 
  
The gospel of John is the only gospel that records Mary's presence at the cross. It 

would be expected that JESUS’ mother would be in Jerusalem at Passover [Luke 

2:41]. Probably after Joseph's death, presumed to have taken place before JESUS 

began his ministry, Mary would come up to Jerusalem for the Feast with friends 

and relatives. At this Passover, however, JESUS is in trouble; arrested, tried, 

condemned, and now dying. Surely, Mary's place is close to her son. Simeon's 

prophecy given at JESUS’ dedication comes to pass: "And a sword will pierce your 

own soul too" [Luke 2:35b]. Mary is near JESUS now, but her heart is broken. 
  
First, JESUS addresses his mother not as "Mother," but as "woman". We might 

sense a coldness in the term as used in our culture, but in JESUS' culture, it was 

perfectly proper for a man to address a woman this way. JESUS, as Mary's 

emancipator, is consistent with how GOD spoke of women throughout the Bible. 

Consider the following. 
  
GOD promised a deliverer when the LORD GOD said to the woman, “What is this 

you have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.” So 

the LORD GOD said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, “Cursed are you 

above all livestock and all wild animals! You will crawl on your belly and you will 

eat dust all the days of your life. And I will put enmity between you and the 

woman, and between your offspring and hers; HE will crush your head, and you 

will strike HIS heel.” [Genesis 3:13-15 NIV] 
 
When the boy JESUS was at the Temple; when his parents saw him, they were 

astonished. HIS mother said to HIM, “Son, why have you treated us like this? Your 

father and I have been anxiously searching for you.” “Why were you searching for 

me?” he asked. “Didn’t you know I had to be in my FATHER'S house?” But they did 

not understand what he was saying to them. Then he went down to Nazareth with 

them and was obedient to them. But his mother treasured all these things in her 

heart [Luke 2:48-51 NIV]. 
  
At the Wedding at Cana - When the wine ran out, the mother of JESUS said to HIM, 

"They have no wine." And JESUS said to her, "Woman, what does that have to do 

with us? My hour has not yet come." HIS mother said to the servants, "Whatever 

He says to you, do it."… [John 2:3-5] 
 
JESUS meets A Samaritan Woman at the Well - A woman of Samaria came to draw 

water. JESUS said to her, “Give Me a drink.” For HIS disciples had gone away into 

the city to buy food. Then the woman of Samaria said to HIM, “How is it that YOU, 

being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no 

dealings with Samaritans. JESUS answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift 

of GOD, and who it is who says to you, ‘Give ME a drink,’ you would have asked 

HIM, and HE would have given you living water.” [John 4:7-10] 



 
JESUS' Mother and Brothers - Someone said to Him, "Behold, YOUR mother and 

YOUR brothers are standing outside seeking to speak to YOU." But JESUS 

answered the one who was telling HIM and said, "Who is MY mother and who are 

MY brothers?" And stretching out HIS Hand toward HIS disciples, HE said, "Behold 

MY mother and MY brothers! [Matthew 12:47-49] 
 
JESUS Fulfills HIS mission. They took JESUS upon a hill called Calvary. They 

stretched HIM wide; they lifted HIM high; and they dropped HIM low. HE was hung 

between two thieves. JESUS hung between Heaven and Earth as if HE were fit for 

neither. JESUS, the matchless Lamb of GOD; the Alpha and Omega, the Beginning 

and the End; the Stone that the builders rejected that has become the Chief 

Cornerstone; Job's horse pawing in the valley; Ezekiel's Wheel in the middle of the 

wheel; and JESUS, Mary's baby dies to emancipate, not just women, but 

whosoever wills to be saved [see John 3:16-17]. 
 
May we always have a mind through which CHRIST thinks; a heart through which 

CHRIST loves; a voice through which CHRIST speaks; a hand through which 

CHRIST helps; and be a vessel through which CHRIST lives! 
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consider sowing into the ministry. You can 
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