
FIRST UNITED METHODIST CHURCH OF PEORIA  |  NOV, DEC, JAN 2021-22



VOLUME 88, NUMBER 4
NOV, DEC, JAN. 2021-22

Publisher
First United Methodist Church of Peoria

Edit or
Greg Fish

Direct ing Past or
Tim Ozment

Associat e Past ors
Adrian Garcia
Miguel Rios

Copy Edit ing
Julie Bell

Ot her  Cont r ibut ors
Jim Bateman

Jeff Clark

Christina Koeppel

Eugene Maison
Kevin Nelson

Rodney Nelson
John Orfe

Diane Pflederer
Dan Philips

Dennis Schwartzentraub
Kirsten Tharp

Cont act
116 NE Perry Ave.
Peoria, IL 61603
309.673.3641

info@fumcpeoria.org
www.peoria1.com

DISCLAIMER: The information represented here is for the  purpose                     
of informing the FUMC-Peoria congregation of the change of                         

events for a quarter. They are however subject to change. For more       
up-to-date information, refer to us online at www.peoria1.com,                        

via social media platforms (@fumcpeoria),                                                                    
or via our weekly email newsletter, eHighlights.

DEADLINES: Contact Greg Fish at 
gfish@fumcpeoria.org for information on  

upcoming deadlines and publication dates.             
In the subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission.    
Focus on individuals and smaller numbers of 

people who help tell the story. 
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ON THE COVER: 
As we head into the winter months, our minds 
turn to the togetherness of Thanksgiving and 

Christmas. This issue celebrates the togetherness 
we share as a gathering of believers in Jesus. 

Together we give, we share, we pray, we have a 
community of hope.  Photo by Greg Fish 

Work is progressing well at the corner of Main and Perry where our 700 Main 
building used to sit. Workers are currently pouring concrete for our newly expanded 
church parking lot, as well as preparing the remaining space with new clean topsoil in 
anticipation of seeding with grass.

Dennis Schwartzentraub, the lay leader on this project, has given exceptional attention 
to the details of this work. When completed, we will have a well lit parking resource, 
as well as green space and new sidewalks. Keep an eye on the corner as we make 
progress.

Photos by Dennis Schwartzentraub

A Lo t  On Our  Mind
By Kirsten Tharp
Director of Congregational Care

It?s normal for the holiday season to bring the unwelcome guest of 
stress. The extra cooking, entertaining and shopping can make the 
holidays challenging. If you are grieving the loss of a loved one, this 
stress can be magnified.

The following are some practical tips you can use to minimize 
holiday stress anytime, but especially when grieving a loss:

1. Acknow ledge your  feel ings. Realize it's normal to feel 
sadness and grief. It's OK to take time to cry or express your 
feelings. You can't force yourself to be happy just because it's 
the holiday season.

2. Turn to God. Spend time reading the Bible and make time 
for prayer. God is available 24/7 and wants to hear from you. 

3. Be real ist ic. The holidays don't have to be perfect or just like 
last year. As families change, traditions and rituals often 
change as well. Choose a few traditions to hold on to and be 
open to creating new ones. 

4. Don't abandon heal thy habits. Don't let the holidays 
become a free-for-all. Overindulgence only adds to your 
stress and guilt. Continue to eat healthy, get plenty of sleep 
and stick to regular physical activity. 

5. Take a breather . Make time for yourself. Spending just 15 
minutes alone, without distractions, may refresh you enough 
to handle everything you need to do. Reduce your stress by 
clearing your mind, slowing your breathing and restoring 
inner calm.

6. Seek  professional  help i f  you need i t . Despite your best 
efforts, you may find yourself feeling persistently sad or 
anxious, unable to sleep, irritable and hopeless, and unable to 
face routine chores. If these feelings last for a while, talk to 
your doctor or a mental health professional.

This year more than ever, take steps to prevent extra stress and 
anxiety. Be realistic and seek support when you need it. With a little 
extra planning and a lot of self-care, you can find peace and joy 
during the holidays.

FINDING
PEACE ON 
EA RT H

GriefShare will be held at First United Methodist Church on Tuesdays 
beginning January 11 from 6?8 PM. The cost is just $20, with 
scholarships available. Sign up at griefshare.org or contact the church 
office.
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PASTOR TIM OZMENT
is the Directing  Pastor of First United 
Methodist Church - Peoria.

By the Rev. Dr. Timothy Ozment

Advent is a t ime of waiting 
with hope and expectation 
for God to come and bring 

heal ing and wholeness.

Although we had hoped that 2021 would be far better than 
the previous year, it seems that our hopes have only been 
slightly realized. Vaccines have helped to open businesses and 
especially restaurants in the last few months. Many people are 
still unvaccinated and even those who are vaccinated are not 
completely safe from a breakthrough illness. We?re all weary 
of this pandemic and weary of cycling through openings and 
closings. In the midst of trying times, we wait for Jesus to 
reveal God?s power and healing for the world.

Interestingly, we?re not that much different than the Israelites 
that were held captive in Egypt waiting for God?s deliverance. 
Or Simeon and Anna, the prophets of God under Roman 
occupation, waiting day after day in the temple for the 
Messiah to come and bring deliverance to the people of God.

Advent is a time of waiting. Waiting and looking back in 
history with expectation and in celebration of the birth of 
Jesus. Waiting and looking ahead to the return of Jesus to 
earth when all things will be made right just as God promised:

?God himself will be with them and be their God. He will 
wipe away every tear from their eyes, and death shall be no 
more, neither shall there be mourning, nor crying, nor pain 
anymore, for the former things have passed away.? 
(Revelations 21:3b-4, NIV)

Advent is a time of waiting with hope and expectation for 
God to come and bring healing and wholeness. Waiting is not 
silent or slothful procrastination. Together, with hope and 
expectation, we wait, we pray, and we work together with 
great expectation and hope for the One who is coming again.

November is our long-established Stewardship Drive month. 
With the changing trends in attendance and giving brought 
on by the pandemic, it?s more important than ever to consider 
how our gifts of time and finances impact the ongoing 
ministries of the church. More information will be coming 
soon regarding the Stewardship Drive.It is hard to imagine that this year is almost over. 

We?ll be talking about falling leaves and snow very soon. It will 
soon be time for Thanksgiving dinner, and our stewardship 
drive will be over. Christmas is just around the corner. And 

before we know it, we?ll be in the brand new year of 2022.

EX PECTATION
G   R   E   A   T

Living In Ant icipat ion of  What  t he Messiah Is About  To Do



Memories of my mother and siblings flooded the place. 
There were memories of outdoor games played with 
friends such as hide and seek, running in the street, jump 
rope, and soft plastic ball baseball using our fist instead of a 
bat.  Those memories included the aroma of meals, and the 
fragrance of the soap and shampoo we used. 

Though everything else was still there, the front porch had 
been removed. Because of that, I could no longer recognize 
the house. You see, the house had been changed. It was 
even painted differently. The building location remained 
the same, but what I saw was no longer my house. 

It seems hard to conceive that it's only been 18 months 
since the pandemic started. Many things have changed 
around us including schedules and workplaces. We?ve 
found ourselves working from home instead of the office 
and by Zoom meetings instead of in-person. We miss our 
church programs, services full of familiar faces, and 
worshiping along with a full choir, bells, and voices. 
Everything is still fresh in our memory since it has been 
less than two years. Yet now we see a church that is not 
the same. Sure, it?s the same location, but we no longer 

recognize it. 

Our memories seem to prevent us from seeing what is 
right in front of us. We long for the church we knew 
before March 2020. It is time that we deal with our loss 
and mourning. God can handle it for us if we allow Him. 
Let us pray He opens our eyes to see the church the way 
He sees it. 

It is HIS church, and it has not ceased to exist though it is 
different. There are different faces, schedules, musicians, 
and programs, within the same call and mission.

God's call remains. He beckons us to be like Him. Our 
mission remains clear that we go all over the world to 
make disciples. As we hold on tight, we shall continue to 
be the Church that brings life to those entering our doors 
at 116 NE Perry Ave, Peoria, Illinois.
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God's cal l  remains. He 
beckons us to be l ike Him.

By Rodney Nelson
Peoria was first introduced to Methodism as early as 
1824 when the pioneer, Jesse Walker, often called Father 
Walker, came to do missionary work among the Indians.

Nine years before the first official Methodist group was 
formed in the village of Peoria, this pioneer missionary 
preached to the Pottawatomies in the neighborhood of 
Fort Clark, as the tiny settlement at the foot of Lake 
Peoria then was known.  Less than six log cabins and one 
frame house made up the village of Peoria.  Indians far 
outnumbered the whites when Jesse Walker, then 58 
years old, with energy and resolution and unflagging 
zeal, pressed onward into the wilderness.  The late 
Governor John Reynolds, the fourth governor of the 
state of Illinois, writing in My Own Times, says of Jesse 
Walker: ?He was undaunted and a kind of Martin Luther 

patriarch of the church of the West and bore 
triumphantly the standard of the Cross throughout the 
wilderness country...?

Jesse Walker has been called the Daniel Boone of the 
Methodist Church.  He was born in Buckingham 
County, Virginia, June 9, 1776.  His education was 
limited. It is thought that he attended school for only 20 
days.  In 1806 Jesse Walker accompanied Elder William 
McKendree, who would later become a Methodist 
bishop, to Illinois.  He labored for 15 years on the 
frontiers of the American settlement in Southern Illinois, 
an itinerant preacher, pioneering the untraveled paths of 
Protestantism.  Jesse Walker settled with his family in 
the vicinity of Shiloh.  He planted the first seed of the 
Methodist church in St. Louis. His legacy is that he was 
always willing to go where the labor was hardest.
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PIONEERS: Jesse Walker's Influence Remains

Imagine that you?re walking where Jesus walked. 

Think about how inspiring it must be to visit the 
land of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob. What would it be 
like to see where Ruth and Naomi made their home, 
or where Paul began his early Jewish training? 
Picture yourself standing where the Upper Room is 
potentially located, entering the tomb that held 
Jesus? body for a short three days, or even dipping 
your toes into the Sea of Galilee. This may be your 
opportunity. 

We?ve started a conversation with Rev. Russ Smith, 
a retired clergy who is currently attending our 
church. He has been to the Holy Land many times as 
a student and as a trip leader. Our hope is to offer a 
group trip through Educational Opportunities in 
February of 2023. Although it?s 18 months away, we 
want to give you an opportunity to begin praying 
about, dreaming about, and planning for your Holy 
Land pilgrimage. If interested, let the church office 
know and we?ll include you in the conversation.

A  LIFE  CHANGING  JOURNEY

PASTOR ADRIAN GARCIA
is the Pastor of Latino & Outreach Ministries at 
First United Methodist Church - Peoria

By the Rev. Adr ian Garcia

A couple of years ago I had the oppor tunity to visi t  my hometown of 
Monter rey, Mexico. I took  the t ime to stop by the house where I grew  up 
as a chi ld. 

Some Things Remain
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The wonderful things we can accomplish with 
technology, inside the church walls and beyond 
our physical campus through the world of digital 
outreach, creates a substantial learning curve.

We recently asked Jeff Clark, our new AV 
Production Manager, four questions to update 
you on the progress and challenges of this 
important area of our ministry work.

What has been your  biggest chal lenge in 
leading our  AV depar tment? 

?More than anything, it's the complexity and 
scope of what is going on behind-the-scenes. On 
Sundays we have traditional, contemporary, and 
bilingual services, as well as the streaming, and 
those are spread out between three different 
spaces. On top of that there are needs in the 
Sunday-school rooms, ongoing projects to 
improve various spaces, special events, and so on. 
It can be hard to keep track of everything that 
needs to be done. It's just a matter of keeping 
myself organized, keeping track of priorities, and 
trusting the incredible volunteers and staff 
around me.?

 

What are you most impressed by in regard 
to our  AV operation?

?The design of the systems is very 
forward-thinking and well thought out. It's 
wonderful to work with and has made much of 
the transition easier than it might have otherwise 
been. The AV team has also been a great group 
of people to work with. They really do care about 

FUMC and devote a lot of their time 
and energy behind-the-scenes to make 
the services run. There's no way 
anything would happen tech-wise 
without their effort.?

Do you need more volunteers?

?Absolutely! Especially for the 
traditional services and the 8:30 
broadcast. Each Sunday, we have 14 AV 
positions that we have to fill. Right now, 
we have people who are willing to cover 
multiple services, but we often also have 
to double-up on the things we're doing, 
and that can be stressful.

?No experience is necessary. Our needs 
are as simple as advancing the slides 
during a service, as well as operating 
audio and cameras. We're happy to train 
people.?

Sometimes when you watch our  onl ine 
broadcasts, i t  seems l ike the words don't 
match up w ith the mouth movements. Why 
is that?

?Audio-video sync issues are pretty much the 
'office printer is down? of the AV world. If you 
pay attention to live television broadcasts, local 
news, sports events, and the like, as well as Zoom 
calls, you'll see it everywhere to some degree or 
another. It's definitely something we're working 
on. Jason Schick had been trying to solve them 
before I arrived, and our integrators are trying to 
help us figure this out. These issues are difficult 
to track down and consistently solve because the 
source of the issue can be a moving target.?

Ta l k in '
Tec h

FUMC Blessed With 
Outstanding AV Team 

By Christina Koeppel
I love my family! 

There are few things that give me greater joy than laughing and playing 
games with my parents, brother, sisters, nieces, and nephew. We 
genuinely love being together. 

The older I get, the more I realize that not everyone has a family of 
origin like mine. As I talk to others, I find that the relationships within 
their families are broken; the loss of a parent/ brother/ sister caused 
quarrels, the fractures caused by abuse, adultery, neglect, or rocky 
finances, the pervasiveness and withdrawal caused by mental illness. 
The list goes on. Although our family gets on well, we have our own 
types of brokenness. We are people after all. 

When I worked at Dream Center Peoria, each morning as I climbed the 
stairs to the offices I was greeted by a sign that said, ?Broken People 
Helping Broken People.? For me this truly demonstrated what the 
community of the family of God looks like. In Mark 2:17, we are 
reminded that Jesus came for the broken.  ?It is not the healthy who 
need a doctor, but the sick. I have not come to call the righteous, but 
sinners.? 

I know I?ve told you that I love my family, but did you also know that I 
love my family of faith? Through small groups, short studies, dinners, 
working with the youth and children, committees, and the like, I have 
gotten to know several people in the seats of FUMC. I think each one of 
us can relate to the idea that we are broken and in need of a savior and I 
am thankful we find ultimate healing through Christ. Still, I can?t help 
but think that our family of faith can also be a place where we find 
healing. Within the walls of FUMC, you will find people from a great 
number of backgrounds. We may wear a great mask, but underneath, 
we have shed millions of tears over broken families, mental illness, the 
relationship we thought would be the one, the loss of a son or daughter 
way too soon, or the crush of hopes and dreams. God has offered 
healing to us as individuals and as a community. 

It is through the small groups and relationships within this body of 
Christ that I have found healing from some of my brokenness. Knowing 
there is someone else here that has questioned why God has done one 
thing or another, or has doubts about faith, has helped me grow my 
understanding of who God is and what he has called me to do. My 
prayer for you is that you too can find solace in this family of faith. 

F or the Love of  Family

Within the wal ls of FUMC, you wil l  
find people from a great number 

of backgrounds... God has offered 
heal ing to us as individuals and 

as a community.
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All photos by Kevin Nelson

By Kevin Nelson
Apple and peach orchards pepper the countryside where Jesus es el Señor, a United 
Methodist church in southern Illinois, sits nestled among the hills of the Shawnee 
National Forrest. You?ll occasionally see rows of seasonal housing for the orchard 
and farm workers who are in high demand during the fall harvest.  

This past October, a mission team of 14 adults, two youth, and three children from 
FUMC visited the mostly Hispanic Jesus es el Señor church, which translates, ?Jesus 
is the Lord.? We were joined by five others from the Momence First United 
Methodist Church in northern Illinois.  

The church property includes a place of worship, a parsonage, and buildings for 
group housing (Bethel House) and clothing/ food (Joe?s Mall). Over the past few 
years, the need for repairs and updates have become increasingly apparent. 
However, the ability to do the work was severely limited due to pandemic 
restrictions.

Working from morning to well after dark, our mission team installed new laminate 
tile flooring in Bethel House.  Another group applied nine gallons of stain to 
weathered decks. Yet another team worked to clean and sort the clothing and 
household items at Joe?s Mall. Other repairs included replacing a cracked toilet and a 
broken outdoor light at a basketball court.

Volunteers from Jesus es el Señor prepared dinner for the mission team on 
Saturday evening and breakfast on Sunday morning. We enjoyed a variety of 
traditional Mexican foods which were quite tasty, and just a little spicy. Pastor 
Hiram from Jesus es el Señor shared a brief background of the church on Saturday 
night, while others from the church shared their personal testimony. It was 
amazing to see the love of Jesus Christ among the volunteers and the people who 
worship there.

A Mission for El  Señor

By Diane Pflederer

This is the story of two of our missionaries whose names are 
withheld for their safety. They serve a minority language group 
of 1.5 million people in a limited access country in West Asia.  
Because of much unrest in that country, they recently had to 
leave.  

One week went by, then two, then 
three. As the insecurity in the country 
increased, so did our realization that the 
displacement we were experiencing was 
going to be much longer than the 
planned two weeks. 

We tried to find regular routines, but 
nothing is regular in a war zone. Each 
day was filled with new security events, 
processing, deciding, and then trying to 
rest. After a month, we and our 
leadership decided it was best for us to 
relocate to the US to wait for the 
security situation to improve. 

With weary bodies and sad souls, we 
started the long trek. We didn?t really 
have words for how we were feeling. 
We knew we had just left our friends 
and our community, the place we had 
poured ourselves into for the past five 
years. And we had no idea when or if 
we would return. Our home, 
belongings, and possessions were 
awaiting our return. We felt displaced, 
homeless, and discouraged. 

Perhaps, the darkest moment was when 
we heard that our friends had to flee 
their homes because of unrest. We 
wondered, ?Why is God allowing all 
that we have done, all that we have 
worked for over the last years to be undone? What is he 
doing? Where is he working??

Yet, this past month God encouraged us in an unexpected 
and surprising way.

We were laying down a handwoven rug when we saw the 
most remarkable thing. What we had previously thought 
was a funny looking chicken in the design, turned on its 
head, displayed the story of Jesus? final days. (See photo) At 
the spot we?ve numbered 1, The Lord?s Supper is depicted 

by the red goblet and covered bread. At 
number 2, three red dots show the via 
dolorosa or Jesus? journey to the cross. 
At number 3, Calvary is depicted. At the 
number 4, the tomb. At number 5 is 
Jesus resurrected. And, at number 6 you 
see Jesus? ascension into Heaven. 

This design comes from the influence of 
Nestorian Christians who travelled 
through the region we served in the 
300?s AD. Our friend had spent six 
months unknowingly weaving the 
gospel message into a rug.

By opening our eyes to see this design, 
we sensed God reassuring us despite so 
much uncertainty. He is the one who 
plans and carries out. He has been 
among the people we served long 
before we arrived. He was there with 
us, and he will continue to be there with 
them long after we are gone. We are 
encouraged by his faithfulness and his 
kindness to us and to the people we 
love.

We continue to see God working. All 
four preschools with eight women 
teachers restarted just two weeks after 
the government collapse. 

Parents sent their children back to the 
preschools. And our office staff are still 
excited about the possibility of doing 

translation, even from a distance. 

We pray, ?Lord, please make yourself known. Just as you 
have hidden truths so long ago in the ancient rug patterns, 
hide your truths in the peoples? hearts. Amen.?

Ca l l e d  o n t h e  Ca r p e t
An  Am azin g  Way  Th at  Go d  Sp o ke  Peac e
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Originally from New York City, Cathie Crawford has lived in Ohio, Illinois, Saudi Arabia, and 
France.  She has concentrated on the reduction woodcut for 35 years. Her work has been 
included in more than 300 exhibitions, 30 solo exhibitions, over 80 juried national shows, and 
18 international juried exhibitions.  Crawford has received 45 awards at both the national and 
regional level. Her woodcuts have been exhibited in 28 states as well as Bulgaria, France, 
Poland, Saudi Arabia, and the UK. Crawford?s prints are included in private and corporate 
collections in eight countries including the International Print Center New York in New York 
City; The American University Museum in Washington DC; The Safeya Binzagr Darat in Jeddah, 
Saudi Arabia; the Newark Public Library, Newark, New Jersey; and the Peoria Riverfront 
Museum in Peoria.

Living Waters, woodcuts by Cathie Crawford, shows her concentration on the color reduction 
woodcut print. The beauty of water and the ever-changing colors of the landscape have been 
a constant source of inspiration throughout her printmaking career.  Her recent work is more 
non-objective.  These luminous and sublime color images express her concern for the 
environmental crisis affecting our oceans and waterways.

 

Peace

Chr ist m as card screen-pr int s by Rolan Johnson

Decem ber  1? January 3

Exhibit ion recept ion:  Sat urday, Decem ber  11, 7:30-8:30 PM, 

follow ing Lessons and Carol in t he Sanct uary

Peace is the annual display of the Rolan Johnson Christmas card 
print series that FUMC members have donated over the years. 
The colors and detail of these prints invite one into the story 
surrounding the birth of Christ. 

L I V I N G W A T E R S
Woodcut s by Cat hie Craw ford
Novem ber  1-30
Exhibit ion recept ion: Fr iday, Novem ber  5, 5-8 PM
Ar t ist  Talk  at  7 PM
Music by Derel Mont eit h

Opposite page: Once Upon A Glacier, reduction woodcut

This image: Cathie at the Studio, photo by Craig Stocks
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Following is an abridged version of Dr. John Orfe?s 
wonderful essay on Lessons & Carols. You can read the full 
version by scanning the QR code on this page. 
By Dr. John Orfe

It is hard to imagine the Christmas season without the 
beloved repertory of carols that proclaim the birth of 
Jesus and the great mystery of God?s love for 
humankind.  

The musical genre of the carol is thousands of years old 
and its character has always been one of festivity and 
joy.  The tradition of carol-singing in Christian 
worship, however, only dates back roughly 150 years. 

Lessons and Carols as we know it was first held at 
King?s College, Cambridge, England, on Christmas Eve 
1918.  Eric Milner-White, an army chaplain who had 
served in WWI, had seen firsthand the toll of war. As 
newly appointed Dean of King?s College, he sought to 
mitigate the hardness of public attitudes toward 
religion with a more imaginative approach to worship. 
A Festival of Nine Lessons and Carols was his solution 

in offering solace to a population decimated, distressed, 
numbed, and bereaved. 

Almost immediately, other churches adapted the 
service for their own use, especially after 1928, when 
the service was first broadcast concurrently with the 
publication of the Oxford Book of Carols.  Nowadays, 
the service has become public property.  King?s 
College?s website reports: 

?[The broadcast] continued even during the Second 
World War, when the ancient glass (and also all 
heat) had been removed from the Chapel and the 
name of King?s could not be broadcast for security 
reasons. Sometime in the early 1930s the BBC began 
broadcasting the service on overseas programs [to] 
millions of listeners worldwide? .In recent years it 
has become the practice to broadcast a digital 
recording on Christmas Day...and since 1963 a 
shorter service has been filmed periodically for 
television. Recordings of carols by Decca and EMI 
have also served to spread its fame.?

Only in 2020 did the global pandemic force a 
replacement of King?s live service with prerecorded 
material. In 2021, many are experiencing realities 
and feelings not dissimilar to those felt in 1918.  
While a war between nations may engender feelings 
of community within the respective warring parties, 
a pandemic ? a war against an invisible enemy ? 
creates fear, confusion, and isolation.  And so it is 
that we employ the gifts of music and art to renew 
hope, faith, and awareness of God?s love through the 
service of Lessons and Carols at FUMC.

Dean Milner-White summarized the purpose of 
Lessons and Carols this way: ?The main theme is the 
development of the loving purposes of God... seen 
through the windows and words of the Bible.?  
However the service is adapted, whatever the music 
sung and played, its center is still found by those who 
go in heart and mind to hear the good news of 
Emmanuel, God with us.

FUMC?s Lessons and Carols service will return 
in-person Saturday, December 11 at 6:00 PM 
and Sunday, December 12, at 11:15 AM.  It will 
present the lessons as they have appeared 
unchanged at King?s College since 1918.  The 
2021 program, designed by John Orfe, features 
carols from England, the European continent, 
American Appalachia, Black American 
Christmas Spirituals, and a world premiere 
setting of Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence.  
Lara Reem, Vocal Music Teacher at Washington 
Community High School, and Dr. Orfe will lead 
the combined forces of the FUMC Sanctuary 
Choir, orchestra, organ, Bells of Praise, and 
congregation. 

Proclaiming the Birth
Lessons 
&  Carols

LESSONS & CAROLS RETURNS TO FUMC
SATURDAY, DECEMBER 11 AND SUNDAY, DECEMBER 12



Our mission is 
to make 

disciples of 
Jesus Chr ist  

for  the 
transformat ion 
of Peor ia and 

the Wor ld.

Despite the 
shutdown, 

significant expenses 
have continued.  
Your tithes and 

offerings are very 
important to the 

future of our 
ministry work.     

You can scan below 
to give online, or  
text "FUMCTXT"   

to 73256.         
(Standard text 

messaging rates   
may apply. You     

will be prompted   
for information 

when using for the 
first time.)

New user  

   

Returning user

Scan here to 
visit the FUMC  

website.

peor ia1.com

P i c t u r e
T h i s !

Some Summer time, Not Long 
Ago... Our first two pictures 
remind us of the unbridled joy 
and fun experienced by all at the 
Parking Lot Party in September.  

Photos by Jim Bateman

A Mission Remembered... Youth and leaders that participated in the Pacific Northwest 
Mission Trip share a laugh during their presentation.   

Photo by Jim Bateman
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