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DISCLAIMER: The information represented here is for the  purpose                     
of informing the FUMC-Peoria congregation of the change of                         

events for a quarter. They are however subject to change. For more       
up-to-date information, refer to us online at www.peoria1.com,                        

via social media platforms (@fumcpeoria),                                                                    
or via our weekly email newsletter, eHighlights.

DEADLINES: Contact Julie Bell at 
jbell@fumcpeoria.org for information on   

upcoming deadlines and publication dates.             
In the subject line of your email submission, type, 
"HERALD." All submissions are subject to editing 
and style standards, and their use is solely at the 
discretion of the editor. Picture submissions are 

encouraged to accompany your submission.    
Focus on individuals and smaller numbers of 

people who help tell the story. 

It has been my privilege and joy to serve as your Director of 
Communications and Digital Media over these past years. 

Your love, kindness, and encouragement have been an 
extraordinary blessing to my life. 

I?m thankful to Julie Bell for agreeing to edit The Herald on an 
interim basis. I?m excited about the future of this church under the 
excellent leadership of our pastors and staff.

I will be moving to Fort Worth, Texas, to take on a similar role at 
Lighthouse Fellowship church. My fiancé and I have been planning 
towards a wedding date, and part of that has included a desire to 
move south. My new location will also put me close to my 
daughter?s family, which will be quite a blessing. 

It has been great to be on-team with people whose goal is to serve 
Jesus. God has always put me in the right places for the right 
seasons of my life, and this has been just the right place to serve 
through these challenging days. I will miss you all, even as I move 
on to a new group of people that will become like family to me just 
as you have. Pray for me as I also seek new ways to be faithful to the 
calling that God has put on my life. 

May God bless you all richly, may He prosper the work of your 
hands, and may His Spirit empower you for great things in Peoria 
and beyond.

A  Go o d b y e
f r o m  Gr e g  F is h

Locat ion Change of
Chur ch Council  Meet ing

May 23
Pl ease Not e: The  May 23 Chur ch Council  meet ing 

wil l  NOT be hel d at  t he chur ch.

The Chur ch Council  meet ing on Monday, May 23 
wil l  be

at  t he Chil der 's Banquet  and Cat er ing Cent er

3113 Nor t h Dr ies Lane

Change in Time : 7:30 pm
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On June 5th, we will be celebrating the Confirmation of several young people into our church. They will be 
presented in front of the congregation as they make promises to God and to us, this local body of Christ. 
Their vows will include:

1. To renounce the forces of wickedness, reject the evil powers of this world, and repent of your sin.

2. To accept the freedom and power God gives you to resist evil, injustice, and oppression.

3. To confess Jesus Christ as your Savior, put your whole trust in his grace, and promise to serve him        
    as your Lord, in union with the Church which Christ has opened to people of all ages, nations, and 
    races.

4. To be faithful to the United Methodist denomination and to support Peoria First with your prayers,  
    presence, gifts, service, and witness.

Some of us may remember these vows we took as we too joined the church. 
I encourage you to take stock in them. How are you doing? 

I don?t know about you, but looking back at these vows, I find I am excelling in some (or at least I think I am) and 
failing in others. But even as I say that I must reconsider these daily. 

These vows remind me of what it truly means to be a disciple of Christ. During the Unstuck process last year, the 
Discipleship team defined a disciple as someone who believes in, loves, and seeks to follow Jesus in his or her daily 
life by means of worship, service, relationship, and study. You will hear echoes of our vision ? to go Higher, Wider, 
Closer, and Deeper. 

Is there anything you personally need to change in your walk at Peoria First? Besides worshiping on a Sunday or 
Wednesday or whenever you watch the stream, how are you going higher? Do you need to a place to serve? Do you 
need to build better relationships to hold you accountable? How?s your study of God?s word? How are you building 
up this local body of Christ with your prayers, presence, gifts, service, and witness? 

First Church, how are we doing as a whole? Are we encouraging one another? Showing up when the chips are low 
or just smiling and moving on? When was the last time you helped guide someone in faith? Are you being the hands 
and feet of Christ or warming a pew? 

God has given us a mission ?to go make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the 
Son and the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you? (Matthew 28:16-20).

So Church, how are WE doing? 

How Are YOU Doing ?

Church,
by Christina Koeppel
Director of Youth Ministry and Adult Discipleship



Many have asked how the church survived through the 
pandemic, and how is the church doing coming out of 
the pandemic. Like many congregations, we have taken a 
hit not only in attendance, but as you can imagine, in the 
offering plate as well. 

Our attendance numbers are around 60% of what they 
were compared to pre-pandemic numbers. However, our 
giving has remained fairly strong, we?ve been receiving 
about 90% of pre-pandemic offerings. Even so, the 
amount we?re receiving to pay for ministries, missions, 
and meet budget requirements isn?t quite enough. By the 
end of 2021 we fell short by about $60,000.

We certainly give God thanks for the faithfulness of our 
congregation and friends who contribute on a regular 
basis. And we give God thanks that we?re not destitute or 
near closing like so many congregations have done 
through the pandemic. And we?re not whining about our 
lot in life.

Instead, we?re determined to place our faith and trust in 
God. We believe God has placed us on the corner of 
Main and Perry for a purpose worth praying for and 
fighting to keep. There are still lost to be found, hungry 
to be fed, children, youth, and adults to be discipled, and 
lives that need transformation. There is still a call for 
missionaries to step up and go where God is sending 

them. There is still a gospel that needs to be proclaimed 
boldly. And God is asking our congregation, right here, 
right now, to answer that call as strongly today as we 
have ever done so in our past.

Part of our response is to ask our congregation to step up 
to the plate and offer a helping hand. We?re asking every 
regular attender and member to consider giving weekly 
to the church $10 above your regular offering and tithe 
for 10 weeks. We realize some can?t give $10 but could 
give $1 a week for 10 weeks. Others could give $100 a 
week for 10 weeks, or perhaps God is laying on your 
heart to do more. What we?re asking for is sacrificial 
giving to a church that has meant so much to those in 
our community and around the world who need to be fed 
spiritually and physically by the people who are following 
Jesus.

God is not done with us yet?  there is a world of work to 
be accomplished in Jesus? name. Together we will 
continue to reach higher, wider, closer, and deeper as we 
faithfully serve God in this place, and out of this place, to 
make healthy disciples of Jesus for the transformation of 
Peoria and the world.

34

PASTOR TIM OZMENT
is the Directing  Pastor of 
First United Methodist Church - Peoria.

there is a world of work to be accompl ished in 
Jesus? name. Together we wil l  continue to reach 

higher, wider, closer, and deeper as we 
faithful ly serve God in this place, and out of this 
place, to make healthy disciples of Jesus for the 

transformation of Peoria and the world.
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by Julie Rolffs
Missions Committee Chair

In January 2020, our vision team that traveled to Liberia had the opportunity 
to learn about a creative program set up to give Liberian women an 
opportunity to earn income for their families. The Gompa District of the 
Liberia Annual Conference of the United Methodist Church is where this 
program began, under the direction of District Superintendent 
Rev. Aaron O. Yankee.

The Women?s Skills Training Program is a one-year educational opportunity 
that teaches women how to sew and tailor clothing. Upon graduation, women 
receive their own treadle sewing machine, meaning that it?s powered by a foot 
pedal. It?s important that it?s a treadle machine because electricity is not 
available in rural Liberia nor is it reliable in the biggest cities.
When our Peoria First United Methodist Women (UMW) learned about this 
program before the 2020 trip, they sent funds for one scholarship, $300, that 
would allow one woman to complete this program and receive her own 
sewing machine. Last fall UMW learned that ?Ms. Fannie? (pictured in the 
blue floral dress) was the recipient of their scholarship.

The beauty of this program is that it gives Liberian women long-term earning 
potential, which is difficult to find. With this skill, women can make clothing 
for themselves and their family members, in addition to being able to tailor 
clothing for others for a profit. In fact, the women can earn enough income to 
become self-supporting, with 85% of graduates starting their own businesses.

This program was started in 2013 by an American woman who had long 
supported it, but her ability to do so has waned. Last fall, our UMW 
committed six scholarships ($1800) for the next class of women and our 
Missions Team joined this effort with an additional six scholarships. What a 
joy it will be when these twelve women are able to graduate and receive their 
sewing machines.

The Missions Team remains strongly committed to our partnerships in 
Liberia and we hope to be able to welcome Rev. Aaron Yankee to Peoria this 
fall for a Missions Weekend. Mark your calendar for November 11-13. 
Rev. Yankee will be able to provide updates on this program, the Korsen UM 
School, the School of Nursing at Ganta,  and all current partnerships that 
Peoria First is involved with.

An Ear ning Oppor tunity

for  the Women of  Liber ia
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Ou r  King 's  Hear t

56

by Lily Garcia
Director of  Children and Family Ministry

What a blessing it is to see Christ in each child as they fall in love with 
Him thru scripture during times of teaching, fellowship, and mission 
opportunities. My heart is full. Thank you, parents, teachers, and 
children?s ministry crew.

We have been in a season of change. The Holy Spirit continues to work, 
and I desire to be in tune with His heart.

He said:

AFFIRM THEM with a coronation service. Twenty children, K-5th 
graders, representing sixteen families, came to affirm their identity in 
Christ, as children of the King, loved by their families and treasured by 
the Kingdom of God.

Teach them to WORSHIP. 4 Our King is the name of the new 
Children?s Worship Ministry. The name was chosen by our children. Jill 
Foster is our Coordinator of this new worship ministry. Every Sunday 
morning at 11:15 children are learning lessons in worship, having 
musical experiences, and exploring different ministries. They truly have 
enjoyed their participation in worshiping God in diverse types of 
worship.

Power up with PRAYER. ?It takes extra effort at times to focus on God,? 
I told the kids as we opened our very own prayer room in the children?s 
area during the prayer seminar. Children can come into the prayer room 
and choose to pray for a nation, a person, a need, and rest in His 
powerful attributes.

Let them CELEBRATE their King, the Lamb of God.

What is NEXT Lord? We are springing into mission opportunities, 
raising up parents? arms like Joshua and Caleb did with Moses during a 
battle, celebrating our teaching crew, and preparing for a kingdom size 
summer of fun!

Is He tugging at your heart to join in? If so, please come share your 
passion, your gifts, and His love with the children of Peoria First.

Let?s minister to this awesome group of kids who will turn this world for 
Christ!

Coming Soon . . .

Vacat ion 

Bible School
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Summert ime
 Fun

by Christina Koeppel
Director of Youth Ministry and Adult Discipleship

Summer is coming and you know what that means? Or maybe you don?t, it?s 
been a few years. We have some great opportunities for youth to experience 
God through camp, fun, and service.

June 19-25 - Beulah Youth Camp ? HOCO 2022

July 25-30 ? Mission Peoria ? We?re BACK!

Both themes rejoice in the fact that camp and serving Peoria are back again this 
year. I am excited for both opportunities to return. Registration and more 
details will be shared soon. Both will have quick turnaround dates to help the 
hosts accommodate for campers this year. Get pumped for the return of Youth 
Summer!!

I forgot one of the coolest things about Mission Peoria or Beulah . . .

If a student can do either of the following by June 1, they can go to Mission 
Peoria or Beulah Youth Camp for FREE.

- Memorize either Ephesians or Galatians. Each book has 6 chapters, 
about 150 verses. They each have a beautiful message that we as 
followers of Christ need to be reminded of.

OR

- Complete 30 hours of service at Peoria First. This can include helping 
in the Children's Area,  serving at Loaves and Fish, serving with 
Audio/Visual, greet, usher, and a whole bunch more. In other words, 
be the hands and feet in this body of believers.

More events and happenings are coming this summer. Make sure to check 
upcoming youth news emails and ehighlights or talk to me, Christina ? 
ckoeppel@fumcpeoria.org.
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Loaves and Fish didn?t have much time, like the rest of the world, to adjust to the new reality of the effects of a 
pandemic on our community and those we serve.

Where we?ve been?

Prior to March 2020, an average of 40 volunteers served a hot meal to nearly 250 neighbors each Saturday. Guests 
came for the Alive worship service, the pantry, the medical clinic, and the clothing room. Most agreed that they 
came to  Peoria First because this was a good and safe place to enjoy a meal among family and friends.

In March 2020 everything, it seemed, changed overnight. Everything, that is, except God?s love for us and hunger. It 
seemed easy at first, to share God?s love and feed the hungry. Add social distancing, masking, and COVID spreading 
throughout the community, and every little thing became a big thing.

The first change came from serving hot meals in Wesley Hall to serving to-go meals from the alley door. It only took 
a couple of weeks to outgrow that model. To safely meet the growing needs of those we serve, the next change came 
as we began to serve, and continue to serve, under the overhang at the front of the church.

Where we are?

The coordinators and volunteers adapted quickly. Our current model of serving requires 8-10 volunteers each week.

The to go lunches we serve include 2 sandwiches, fruit, chips, a sweet treat, and drinks. Grocery bags include 
bundled meal items and non-perishable items. Additionally, our relationships with Midwest Food Bank, Heart of 
Illinois Harvest, and the Peoria area Food Bank provides us with a steady supply of fresh produce, dairy, meats, and 
bread, as well as cleaning supplies to help our neighbors remain as safe and healthy as possible.

Our medical clinic continues to provide services bi-weekly offering blood pressure and blood sugar checks, and 
general wellness checks. Those serving include our clinic nurses and medical students from the Methodist College of 
Nursing, Bradley University, and the U of I College of Medicine.

With the cooperation of our medical clinic and the Peoria County Health Department, we hosted 6 COVID 
vaccination clinics held during Loaves and Fish offering vaccinations and boosters.

We continue to provide basic needs of gloves, hats, socks, and hygiene bags to our guests as needed. The 
benevolence ministry assists with local bus passes and assistance obtaining birth certificates and state ID?s.

Our prayer team offers personal prayer time with our guests as they wait for food. This spiritual connection has 
helped many during these trying times.

Where we are going?

Loaves and Fish is in the planning process of moving our services back inside First Church later this year. The team 
is surveying our guests, volunteer groups, and other pantries to determine needs and future best practices.

We thank God, our First Church and Loaves and Fish family, and our community for continuing to support this 
ministry.

To Connect with this ministry as a volunteer, please contact Dan Philips at dphilips@fumcpeoria.org.

It  Takes  

Loaves and Fish Minist r y
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Spring has finally sprung, and it is time for another season of Morton Square Soccer at Morton Square Park.

Our Morton Square Soccer Ministry has been going strong for over 20 years, providing free summer fun and 
recreation for kids ages 5-12. This ministry uses soccer as the vehicle for building and strengthening positive 
Christian relationships with kids and families of our community. Our type of soccer puts an emphasis on 
relationship building more so than winning games. All kids play, and positions rotate to give everyone a chance to 
learn new skills.

The Morton Square Soccer Ministry also helps keep us connected to the kids at Lincoln K8, our Adopt-a-School 
partner, during the summer months. Our many programs and ministries at Lincoln K8, are on hiatus during the 
summer, and soccer keeps us connected with many of the kids and their families during the summer months. The 
Soccer Ministry provides a good connection to our VBS program that begins the week after soccer ends.

None of this, however, can happen without you.

We have 18 teams in three age groups and each team needs 2-3 coaches and helpers. If you are thinking that you 
know nothing about coaching soccer, then you qualify as a Morton Square Soccer Ministry coach.

Being a coach means that you care about the kids in our community and that you want them to know there are 
positive Christian adults that love them and want the best for them. The soccer part of this is easily learned. By 
having 2-3 coaches for each team, we have enough coaches to allow flexible scheduling (time off) during the 6-week 
season.

Registration will be May 24 and May 31 at the church. The summer soccer season will begin June 7 and continue 
every Tuesday evening through July 12.

Connect w ith Soccer

- Assist at registration.
- Coach a team. Coaches include church members and groups in our community including USPS and OSF.
- Help in the park on soccer nights by giving out snacks and drinks.

Make 2022 the year that you reach out and share the love of Jesus with the kids of our community by being a part of 
the Morton Square Soccer Ministry.

To connect or find out more, please contact Julie Bell at jbell@fumcpeoria.org.

by Dan Philips
Director of Community Ministries

Mor ton Squar e Par k Soccer

a Community  
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The Global Methodist Church denomination was formed May 1. 
What does this mean for Peoria First United Methodist Church?

First things first. We are a United Methodist Church. No decision has been made at this point to leave the United 
Methodist Church. To leave would require a church conference vote, months of negotiations with the Conference 
Trustees, and a vote of approval from the Annual Conference session held most often in June. At some point, once 
we?ve considered the implications of staying or leaving, the congregation may call for a vote. The decisions we make 
require prayerful clarity of thought and mission.

Should a congregation wish to leave right now, before the passing of the protocol (see explanation of the protocol 
below), leaving would be costly. According to our Bishop, congregations wishing to leave right now will pay 1/2 the 
price of their facility and any other property they may hold. Additionally, they will pay two years? worth of 
apportionments and their share of the unfunded pension liability. A best guess of financial obligations for Peoria First 
would be 13.5 to 14.5 million dollars. I would remind you that all UM congregations hold their property in trust for 
the conference ? it is the conference who owns the physical property.

Many hope that the next General Conference will pass what is called the protocol. This protocol would relieve 
congregations from the trust clause. If the trust clause is withdrawn, congregations might be allowed to leave with a 
reduced financial obligation of two years? worth of apportionments, the unfunded pension liability, and possibly some 
other small financial consideration(s). The next General Conference is scheduled to convene in 2024 where the 
protocol should be voted on.

In the upcoming months we?ll hold informational meetings. We?ll discuss the creation of the GMC and the theological 
considerations of why the GMC was formed. We will examine where the UMC might be headed. We will talk about 
the first decision we must make: Are we staying or disaffiliating? Then we?ll decide, if we are going to disaffiliate: 
Where do we go and what denomination do we align with? We will also attempt to answer how all of this may or may 
not impact our current mission and vision for our congregation.

There may be good reasons to stay and there may be good reasons to leave. At the end of the day, regardless of the 
decision made to stay in the UMC or disaffiliate, all our decisions need to be 
bathed in prayer. These decisions must be based on the mission God has given 
to us at Peoria First. I firmly believe God has called us to be faithful disciples 
who meet at on the corner of Main and Perry, engage those in our 
neighborhood with missions and ministries, and connect with our missionary 
partners around the world as we make new and healthy disciples of Jesus for 
the transformation of Peoria and the world.

by Pastor Tim Ozment

A  D ecision Bathed in Prayer
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PASTOR ADRIAN GARCIA
is the Pastor of Latino & Outreach Ministries at 
First United Methodist Church - Peoria

by the Rev. Adrian Garcia

After the resurrection of Jesus, the clearest message for the 
disciples was that God was still with them. In the person of 
the Holy Spirit, the world witnesses the same power today, 
the same compassion, and the same love of Jesus, now 
through the followers of Christ.

God with us is the most powerful statement for the world 
we live in. Many believe that we just have an old book, 
antique traditions, and that only the older folks keep the 
religion alive. The truth is the gospel of Jesus Christ is 
more alive than ever before. The exponential and 
spontaneous growth of the church that started in Asia a 
year ago is now also happening in Africa. According to 
some Christian agencies who work among countries with 
Islam, the move of the Holy Spirit is making waves and 
bringing more people to the feet of Jesus in those 
countries than ever before. For decades, Cuba has also 
been experiencing the work of the Holy Spirit, and they 
witness baptisms in the thousands each year.

In America, you can see the church in politics or in the 
fight for human rights, all of which is good and necessary 
as an act of love for our neighbors; believe me, I too fight 
for those rights on a regular basis. The priority is to make 
disciples of Jesus Christ and to teach our neighbors about 
doctrine, the Gospel that has the power to change their 

lives, and to baptize them in the name of the Father, the 
Son, and the Holy Spirit.

Our congregation has experienced it all because of the 
pandemic: the temporary closing of our doors to keep all 
safe (though most of our ministries continued), 
re-learning how to bring people back into our church 
building to worship and study the Word, and to continue 
serving one another and our community.

My own experience in dealing with a severe case of 
Covid-19 back in September of 2020, brought me full 
conviction to the one truth that is the most important of 
all, God is with Us. He is the same and will never change. 
We are the ones that need to re-learn how to follow the 
guide of the Holy Spirit and begin to bring back prayer to 
those secret places in our homes and back again to our 
church. We need to learn once again how to share our 
faith, pray for the sick, and invite others to the feet of 
Jesus.

God is with us; we must follow him. Amen.

GOD  is with U s



Exhibi t ion Receptions at The Foster Gallery coincide with Peoria's First Friday events as part of the city's flourishing 
art scene. The gallery exhibits a wide range of artistic expressions, and our celebrations feature live music and artists' 
talks. We host ten exhibition receptions each year represented by nearly twenty artists, including fine artists, musicians, 
and poets.

A newly installed controlled lighting system in the gallery has improved the gallery's ambiance and focuses attention on 
the artwork.

Lincoln School  Ar ts has continued to work with the children of Lincoln School with the Lincoln Children's Choir and 
the After School Arts program. It is through art enrichment activities, that we engage our congregation in the arts.

Ar t s
Min is t r y Encoded Memory 

thru May 25
by Lisa Nelson Raabe

Raabe is a collage artist who paints with an emotional sense of place by using pigments, metal filings, glass, bits 
of nature, and thread in combination with acrylic mediums to transform color and texture.

?This current work expands on my experiments with patina processes and plant dying on Thai papers and 
copper salvage. I use steel, copper, and bronze filings which transform to blues, greens and of course rust. These 
images reflect and cultivate inner calm, insight, and an optimistic vision. I hope you find these places within 
your own heart, to feel ease and joy in the midst of our crazy abundantly informative world,? Lisa Nelson Raabe.

Sermon: The Gospel of Black Creatives
Peoria Guild of Black Artists 
(PGOBA)
Show Dates: May 30 - June 25
Reception:Friday, June 3, 5-8 pm.

The Peoria Guild of Black Artists 
was founded to provide a safe space 
for black creatives to cooperate, 
exchange ideas, celebrate, and uplift 
each another. This show is a 
culmination of that celebration and 
collaboration. The exhibition will 
feature current work by guild 
members in a variety of mediums.

CONNECT with the Arts Ministry
If you would like to volunteer for all or part of a camp, 

please register online at Peoria1.com or contact 
Eugene Maison at 673-3641 or emaison@fumcpeoria.org.

The Arts Ministry is made possible by the generous support of the First United Methodist Church Foundation through the Foster Endowment.

Reg is t r at ion f or  
Ar t s  Cam p
 Now Op en 



It?s simple.
It?s helpful .

It?s intui t ive.

The new Peoria1 App has arrived, and it?s available to download 
at the Apple Store and Google Play. Scan the QR code and 
downloading will be a breeze.

You?ll find the new app to be a joy to use even if you have 
minimal skills with your smartphone or tablet. You?ll be able to 
access all our church media, news, giving, and other unique 
features with just the touch of a button.

The app also offers messaging within church groups, push 
notifications for important updates (you may also disable this 
feature), and an in-app Bible in 5 translations, including a 
Spanish version.

Here?s a quick tour of the features you?ll discover:

1. I?M HERE. Check in and let us know when you?re watching an 
event so we can stay in touch with you.

2. WATCH NOW. Click here to watch our worship services or 
view archived services. You?ll find content categorized by 
Traditional, Renew, and Renuevo.

3. 116 PODCAST. Watch or listen to all our latest podcasts on 
your phone.

4 and 6. GIVE. Two convenient places for secure electronic 
giving.

5. MESSAGING. Access our new church group messaging system 
to stay connected and communicate easily.

7. FEATURED. Click here to find featured media that will change 
from time to time.

8. NEWS. See weekly updates and archived editions on this app 
version of eHighlights.

9. BIBLE. Available in NIV, NLT, ASV, ESV, and RVA (Spanish).

10. MINISTERIO LATINO. This is our Spanish language page.

11. HIGHER, WIDER, CLOSER, DEEPER. View Pastor Tim?s 
videos explaining these essential ministry principles that guide us 
and view the excellent FUMC history video narrated by our own 
Pete Brown.

12. CONTACT. All our essential contact information can be 
found here.

13. FOSTER GALLERY. Check out the latest exhibit 
information.

14. EVENTS. Better than a boring calendar, announcement 
graphics for upcoming events will be found here.

A New App St or y . . .



In 2017, after 40 years of working in libraries, at 
an elementary school, Bradley University, and 
the FUMC Library, Jean Gove decided it was 
time to retire. She had been the Peoria First 
librarian since the year 2000. 

While Dr. Kenneth Pyles was pastor here at 
Peoria First, Jean began her volunteer work as 
church librarian. During his last month in 
Peoria, Jean, and Dr. Pyles ?moved heaven and 
earth? to relocate the church library to its present 
and much larger location. Jean took our library 
from a handful of books, all cataloged by hand, to 
a full room of books and periodicals. Today the 
catalogue has been digitized and can be accessed 
online.

As Jean wrote in her letter of resignation, 

?Library work, of course, is not rocket science, 
but it is a world of details and personal contact 
with library users?  It has always been our goal 
to provide a collection that will serve the 
research and leisure Christian reading needs, as 
well as needs of small groups, and class needs for 
adult and children?s programs.? 

While Jean was finishing the last year before 
retiring, she kept an eye open for volunteers and 
others who might have the skills necessary to 
maintain a library. These included skills to order 
material, catalog, process, shelve, weed, and 
many other aptitudes needed to preserve the 
library and serve our congregation. However, it 
became abundantly clear to her and Jack (Jean?s 
husband) that finding a qualified volunteer was a 
daunting task. She and her husband made a 
gracious donation to provide a part-time person 
to continue 
the legacy 
Jean has now 
left behind.

For years, Jean was also our church historian. 
She collected photographs, newspaper articles, 
board minutes, and a host of other historical 
records. These are in the Heritage Room behind 
the sanctuary. There are large swinging panels 
containing a thumbnail sketch of our history. 
Each ?page? contains photographs and captions 
explaining our history from the very beginning 
of our church in 1833 to about 2015. Curio 
cabinets have awards, photographs, plates, 
statuettes, a time capsule, and other items 
representative of our history. 

Jean also worked on church history books that 
were part of church anniversary celebrations. 
We understand that her daughter, Lisa, helped 
with the layout, as she was trained in graphic 
design. 

Jean joined the church triumphant on April 16, 
2021. In her obituary Jean wrote, ?To those close 
to me, please do not mourn what is, but be 
grateful for what was.? We, along with Jean?s 
family, will miss her; but we give God thanks for 
the time we had, the work she accomplished, and 
the ministry we shared while she was with us.

Lori Herold is now our church librarian and has 
carried the mantle well. She has ordered 
resources to assist adult small groups and Sunday 
school classes with teaching material. If you or 
your group need ideas about new material for 
discussion, see Lori. Significantly, she has placed the 
library catalogue online and it can be accessed at 
www.librarycat.org/ lib/FUMC library. 

"A world of Detail 
 and Personal Contact"

by Pastor Tim Ozment



15

by Julie Bell
Director of Connectional Ministries

?We can never make a second first impression.?

What first time visitors experience when they visit our church may be all they ever know of us. Ministry at the 
church door is essential in growing our mission, ?To make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformation of 
Peoria and the world.? The door of the church may be the first place where a visitor encounters Christ.

A person may decide within the first five minutes of entering the church whether to return or not. Visitors will 
quickly evaluate the environment of our church on how they were greeted. Every facial expression and gesture 
can display a warm welcome or a cold indifference. The longer we have attended a church, the less we can see 
how it appears to others.

Research indicates that 40% of church visitors decide about a church before they even see the pastor, and within 
two minutes of the start of a service, visitors form an opinion about whether the congregation is friendly. 
Welcoming visitors is a simple form of outreach. They have taken the big first step? they have entered the 
church.

Let?s convey the message that everyone is important. The Circle of Ten Rule says that each member of the 
church should greet anyone, member, or guest, who comes within ten feet of them. A smile and a few kind 
words can go a long way. We have volunteer greeters to welcome all who enter on Sunday mornings. They are 
our first response team, however, we all play a role in making others feel important.

Ministry at the door may be one of the best ways to meet visitors and make them feel welcomed and loved. This 
may be the only way some will find love and respect in a way they have never experienced before.

A man went to a church for the first time one Sunday morning. At the door, an elderly lady greeted him with a 
cheerful smile. After the service, the pastor shook hands with the visitor and during the conversation asked him 
what impressed him the most. Could it be the remarkable sermon? Surprisingly, the man responded that he was 
most impressed by the words of the lady who received him at the door. ?I haven?t been able to forget her words: 
?Sir, I sincerely wish that you may find happiness in Jesus today in the same way I found it many years ago.?? 
THAT is ministry at the door.

Mother Teresa said that the opposite of love is not hate but indifference.

Therefore, accept and welcome, just as Christ has accepted and welcomed us to the glory of God (Romans 15:7, 
NIV).

Let's be intentional, not indifferent, as we do Ministry at the Door.

M inistry at the D oor
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by Lori Herold
Peoria First Librarian

Now the serpent was more crafty than any 
of the wild animals the Lord God had made. 
He said to the woman,?Did God really say, 
?You must not eat from any tree in the 
garden???

The woman said to the serpent, ?We may 
eat fruit from the trees in the garden, but 
God did say, ?You must not eat fruit from 
the tree that is in the middle of the garden, 
and you must not touch it, or you will die.?? 
Genesis 3:1-3 NIV (italics mine)

A question phrased to cast confusion. A 
response that was correct at first? and then 
embellished. Why did Eve add the part 
about touching the fruit? Was she unsure 
what God had said? Was she certain, but felt 
it was better to add to it? What we do know 
is that what God really said was twisted by 
both parties at the dawn of creation. And 
let?s just say that proved to be a problem.

Why is it important to know what God 
really says? Because He speaks to the 
entirety of our lives. We cannot separate 
Him from learning to drive a car, playing a 
sport, identifying wildlife in our backyard, 
or getting to know the new neighbors. 
Sadly, we sometimes compartmentalize our 
knowledge of God and relegate it to Sunday 
mornings.

One way we grow in our knowledge of God 
is through Christian education, whether 
that?s delving into Bible study on your own, 
or, even better, being part of a small group 
or Sunday school class that studies the Bible. 

The goal of Christian education is for our 
knowledge of God to interpret all the rest of 
our learning? indeed the whole of our lives. 
It is the lens through which we look at 
everything else including those voices that 
attempt to cast doubt and confusion. The 
hope is that what we put in our heads makes 
the journey to our hearts and forms our 
character to be more like Jesus. That fancy 
church term we use is ?sanctifying grace.?

Christian pilgrimage isn?t one hour of 
worship and returning to ?real? life for the 
rest of the week. For our faith in God to 
permeate our lives, we need to be continual 
learners of who He is and what His word 
says, allowing Him to define the terms and 
answer the questions of who He is, who we 
are, what love is, and the moral boundaries 
that are good for us. We can get lost 
depending on the definitions our culture 
wants to hand us.

However many miles you have walked as a 
person of faith, you are encouraged to take 
advantage of the many opportunities First 
Church offers to help you on your journey. 
One of those is our library. There you can 
find a plethora of Bibles, Bible study 
helps/ tools, materials for group study and 
many books to enrich your walk with 
Christ. A laptop is available for searches. 

The library is open Sundays from 
8:00 am-noon.

Did God Real l y Say . . . ?

Scan here to 
visit the FUMC  

website.

  Your tithes and 
offerings are very 
important to the 

future of our 
ministry work.     

You can scan below 
to give online, or  
text "FUMCTXT"   

to 73256.      

   (Standard text 
messaging rates   
may apply. You     

will be prompted   
for information 

when using for the 
first time.)

New User

Returning User

Our mission is 
to make 

disciples of 
Jesus Chr ist  

for  the 
transformat ion 
of Peor ia and 

the Wor ld.

peor ia1.com
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